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Matthew, Luke and John report the life of Christ from very different perspectives. 

Matthew, a Jew who wrote to a primarily Jewish audience, sought to demonstrate to his readers 

that Jesus is King of the Jews. Luke, in keeping with his Greek cultural heritage, presented Christ 

as the perfect man. Both report Christ birth, but their reports differ significantly. The reason for 

that difference lies in their differing purposes for writing. 

 

John wrote more than thirty years after Matthew and Luke. Nothing needed to be added to 

what Matthew and Luke had written regarding Christ’s birth. But there was greater reason for 

John’s silence regarding Jesus’ nativity. He wrote to demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God. 

The evidence for this predated Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. Thus he begins his report of divine 

sonship with the statement, “In the beginning was the Word.” He then lists the following points 

to make his case. 

 

1. Jesus is the eternal Word (1:1-14). 

 

 A. Was in the beginning  (1, 2) 

 B. Was with God and was God (1, 2) 

 C. Created all things   (3) 

 D. Was the source of all life  (4) 

 E. Was the illumination of mankind (4, 9) 

 F. Was preceded by a forerunner (6-8, 15-27) 

 G. Granted authority to men to becomes sons of God (12, 13) 

 H. Became flesh (14) 

 

2. The eternal Word had power to make men sons of God (12, 13). 

 

3. Becoming flesh, the eternal Word revealed the glory of God the Father, His grace  

and His truth (14-17). 

 

4. Jesus Christ declared the truth regarding God the Father, being embosomed in the Father (18). 

 

5. Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (19-24; Isa. 40:3). 

 

6. John the Baptist introduced Jesus as the one who: 

 

 A. Takes away the sin of the world (29). 

 B. Though born after John, yet existed before John existed (30). 

 C. Received the Holy Ghost in a visible descent from heaven (32). 

 D. Bestowed the Holy Ghost upon men (33). 

 

7. The Apostle John, seeing these events, knew them to confirm that Jesus is the Son of God (34). 

 

8. Nathaniel, hearing Jesus’ prophetic utterance, affirmed, “thou art the Son of God” (46-49). 


