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STILL TIME FOR A MIRACLE 

Isaiah 11: 1-12: 6 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Charles Dickens wrote, “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all 

the year.” I love those words and they mirror why today I am retaining our 

Christmas theme after Christmas is over. In the words of Job, I hope you can say 

with me what Job said in Job 19:25, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” This past 

week, I studied afresh about composer George Frederic Handel. He had gone 

bankrupt in 1741 until God stepped in with a divine miracle. A group of Dublin 

charities offered Handel a commission to write a musical work. The commission 

wanted a benefit performance to raise funds to free men from the local debtor’s 

prison. Handel accepted that commission and he worked tirelessly on the 

composition. In 24 days, Handel finished composing the well-known masterpiece 

Messiah, which contains “The Hallelujah Chorus.” During those 24 days, Handel 

never left his home and he often went without eating. At one point, a servant found 

him weeping over his musical score. Recounting his experience, Handel wrote, 

“Whether I was in my body or out of my body as I wrote it, I know not. God 

knows.” After the masterpiece was finished, “I did think I did see all heaven before 

me and the great God Himself.” Miracles still do happen. Eleven years ago this 

past Christmas Eve, a young woman here in the United States had a heart attack at 

the young age of 39. Her name is Datha. When Datha was stricken with a heart 

attack, there followed soon afterward a bypass surgery. Datha then was diagnosed 

with coronary artery disease. A year later her daughter became paralyzed as the 

result of a car accident. Datha quit her job to take care of her daughter resulting in 

her bills piling up so that she could not pay her rent on her home. She was facing 

eviction. Datha buried her angry spirit in a terrible anger at God. Though Datha 

was a born again believer, she now stopped praying. Then something happened on 

Christmas Eve 2004. There was a knock on her front door. Going to the door, 

Datha found a young girl there who handed her an envelope, wished her “Merry 

Christmas!” and then she quickly left. Datha sat down and opened the envelope 

and found an unbelievably large gift of money, large enough to cover her housing 

needs for the entire next year of 2005. There was an attached note with no name 

which was printed out, “Please accept this gift in honor of the One whose birthday 

we celebrate on this Holy Night. Long ago His family also had a shelter problem.” 

 

Beloved, on this Sunday after Christmas, God has placed on my heart this 

prophecy of Isaiah which is about the Shoot from the stump of Jesse, this message 

about the Root of Jesse who is to stand as a signal for the peoples. The context of 

this passage goes back to Isaiah 7: 14 and the prophecy of the virgin birth of Jesus 

and it goes back to Isaiah 9: 6-7 about the prophecy, “For to us a child is born, to 

us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name 

shall be called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
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Peace. Of the increase of His government and of His peace there will be no end, on 

the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it. Then the 

rest of Isaiah 9 and 10 are about the power of Messiah to finish His judgment on 

the enemies of Israel as well as to finish His discipline of His own people. In Isaiah 

10: 33-34, Isaiah prophesies, “Behold the Lord God of hosts will lop/cut down the 

boughs with terrifying power; the great in height will be hewn down, and the lofty 

will be brought low. He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, and 

Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. In Isaiah 10: 18-19, Isaiah further 

expounds, “The glory of his (Israel’s) forest—Lebanon and of his fruitful land, the 

Lord will destroy, both soul and body, and it will be as when a sick man wastes 

away. The remnant if the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write 

them down.” All the way from Isaiah 7-12, God is speaking of Messiah coming, 

both in His first coming, born of a virgin, and of His judgment in the second 

coming. And in between the two comings, first and second, Isaiah is prophesying 

about the restoration of God’s people.  

 

So after all the judgment is pronounced, the Lord has a principle for us to 

remember. He mentions it in Isaiah 10:20-22,  In that day the remnant of Israel and 

the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more lean on him who struck them, 

but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.  A remnant will return, 

the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.  For though your people Israel be as the 

sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. Destruction is decreed, 

overflowing with righteousness.” In that day the remnant of Israel, 

the survivors of Jacob, will no longer rely on him who struck them down (speaking 

of Assyria that king Ahaz was leaning on) but (they) will truly rely on the LORD, 

the Holy One of Israel. A remnant will return.  A remnant of Jacob will return to 

the Mighty God. Though your people be like the sand by the sea, Israel, only a 

remnant will return. Destruction has been decreed, overwhelming and righteous. 

Beloved, when our lives appear devastated and we are wasting away from no hope, 

God still has a remnant. And wherever God has a remnant there is the place where 

there’s still time for a miracle. Yes, the trees of Lebanon were mostly all gone, 

Isaiah says speaking physically and spiritually about Israel and Judah, but is there a 

stump of Jesse left? Look, there is the shoot growing up from the stump of Jesse—

from the Root of Jesse. Watch for the Branch, Messiah to grow from the stump. Is 

there a root of Jesse still alive where the cedars of Lebanon have fallen? Yes! 

Messiah will come from this stump and from this Root. In this historic prophecy of 

the Shoot and Branch from the seemingly dead stump of Jesse, and from the Root 

of Jesse, Messiah did come and He will come again. In this picture of what 

happened at the first coming of Christ and what is yet to happen in the second 

coming of Messiah, I see three lessons we must never forget at this Christmas 

Season. These lessons are principled lessons still true for God’s people, His 

remnant today. What are these three principled lessons? 
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WHEN GOD’S MESSIAH COMES, HARMONY WILL COME WHERE 

DISPUTES, HURTS AND DESTRUCTION ONCE REIGNED. (I.) Notice 

Isaiah 11: 1- 9. “There shall come forth a Shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 

Branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 

Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 

Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And His delight shall be in the fear 

of the LORD. He shall not judge by what His eyes see, or decide disputes by what 

his ears hear, but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of His lips, He shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 

shall be the belt of His waist, and faithfulness the belt of His loins. The wolf shall 

dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 

calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or 

destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 

the LORD as the waters cover the sea.” Here is this principled lesson for us.  

 

Where Messiah comes, harmony comes from Him through His people to His 

people and obedience to Him follows. There is no stubborn-ness to do God’s will, 

but rather a harmony with God’s will willing to say, “I surrender to Your 

command, Lord. Your will is best!”  Did you know that when Jesus began His 

earthly ministry, He began His work in Nazareth where harmony did not reign. The 

people mocked Him and wanted to stone Him. Yet in Nazareth, Jesus began His 

ministry by quoting from the scroll of Isaiah and saying from Isaiah 61: 1, 2—“The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed me.” This is so similar to 

our text in Isaiah 11: 2—“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,”—speaking 

of Jesus. In our text in Isaiah 11: 9, when Messiah comes, “the earth shall be full of 

the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” Matthew Henry in 1712 

said of this verse, “The better acquainted we are with the God of love, the more 

shall we be changed into the same image and the better affected shall we be to all 

those that bear His image…There is much more of the knowledge of God to be got 

by the Gospel of Christ than could be got by the law of Moses…But that is 

knowledge falsely so called which sows discord among men; the right knowledge 

of God settles peace.” Where Messiah is, when He comes, He brings harmony. 

Matthew Henry also spoke of the peace and harmony in our lives with God and 

each other when Messiah comes, when we allow Messiah Jesus to reign in our 

hearts and lives. Speaking of a little child playing over the hole of a cobra—in 

harmony and giving us the picture of a little child leading God’s people without 

disputings, harmoniously, Matthew Henry added, “The effect of it shall be 
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tractableness, (pliability, trainability, willingness to receive discipline, and 

teachableness), with a willingness to receive instruction. A little child shall lead 

those who formerly scorned to be controlled by the strongest man.” When Messiah 

comes in power in our lives, and controls us by His Holy Spirit, harmonious 

miracles still happen. Believers living to control others and dispute with others, 

will willingly submit to Jesus, rejecting manipulative means to coerce or control 

others. Why? This miracle is because the knowledge of the Lord fills the earth and 

our lives as the waters cover the sea. When we as believers give up demanding of 

others how they must live their lives without living rightly ourselves harmoniously 

with others and forgiving others, that’s when a major shoot is found growing out of 

the stump of Jesse. It’s a miracle. When we let God train us and teach us and 

discipline us to bear His image in all our relationships, then His love washes over 

us and from us to others. That’s a “Root of Jesse” harmonious miracle. 2ndly, 

 

WHEN GOD’S MESSIAH COMES, A HIGHWAY FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

WILL BE MADE FOR GATHERING THE BANISHED, ENDING ALL 

JEALOUSY AND STOPPING ALL HARASSMENT OF HIS OWN. (II.) 

Notice Isaiah 11: 10-16. “In that day the Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal 

for the peoples—of Him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 

glorious. In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the 

remnant that remains of His people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, 

from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the 

sea. He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. The jealousy 

of Ephraim shall depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall 

not be jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. But they shall swoop 

down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, and together they shall 

plunder the people of the east. They shall put out their hand against Edom 

and Moab, and the Ammonites shall obey them. And the LORD will utterly 

destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will wave his hand over the River 

with his scorching breath, and strike it into seven channels, and he will lead people 

across in sandals. And there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that 

remains of His people, as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of 

Egypt.” What is prophesied about the Root of Jesse is a glorious rest from war. 

 

The immediate prophecy here speaks of a reunited Jewish nation and the Root of 

Jesse will become a signal, an ensign—what we call today a banner—a royal 

banner. The picture is of when the Root of Jesse will become a rallying cry for 

God’s people whom He gathers back to the land of Israel from the places they have 

been banished, where jealousy against them has been sharp and from where they 

have long been harassed. This has happened in a large part as Jews from all the 

tribes of Israel and Judah are now living in modern day Israel. The centuries long 
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division of the 2 tribes of Judah from the 10 tribes of Israel or Ephraim has truly 

come to an end—v. 13—“Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah and Judah shall 

not harass Ephraim.” The highway is one of Isaiah’s favorite images of where 

God’s people walk on a level and smooth road when they obey the Lord. When 

God calls His people back together, He goes before them and prepares a highway 

of safety, and He removes the obstacles. Isaiah calls this highway in Isaiah 35: 8, 

“The Highway of Holiness.” Beloved, Jesus Messiah, the Root of Jesse is not yet 

the signal, the ensign, the royal banner for modern day Israel, but soon it will 

happen as the Word prophesies in Zechariah 12: 10, “And I will pour out on the 

house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for 

mercy, so that, when they look on Me, on whom they have pierced, they shall 

mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child., and weep bitterly over Him, as 

one weeps over a firstborn.” Soon the veil of unbelief will be removed as God will 

draw Israel to His arms and will open a fountain in the house of David for sin and 

for uncleanness. Zech. 13: 1.  

 

This miracle may happen in our own day, before we die. Nevertheless, get the 

picture clearly here, the principled lesson of our miracle-working Messiah. We 

often hear people say the day of miracles is over. Yet it isn’t true. Every truly born 

again believer in Jesus is a born again walking miracle. God has so many miracles 

for us as well as for re-gathered Israel. Yet we miss so many miracles. Disobeying 

a simple command of the Lord or a prompting of His will can block Messianic 

miracles by the Root of Jesse. Remember Jesus could no very few miracles in 

Nazareth because of their unbelief. The blind man would never have received his 

sight if he hadn’t obediently washed in the Pool of Siloam. Demas missed his 

miracle by departing from Paul, having loved this present world. Naaman almost 

missed healing from leprosy by his anger at being told to go dip seven times in the 

muddy Jordan River. Jonah ran from God and almost missed his life’s mission. Do 

you know what blocks the highway of holiness for us to our miracles? Do you 

remember Jesus’ answer to one of the scribes who tried to entrap Him by asking 

Him which commandment was the most important of all? Jesus answered, in Mark 

12: 29, 30, “The most important is, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” Which of those aspects of 

loving God most often get in the way of obeying the Lord on the highway of 

holiness? Often it is loving Him with our minds—and there are four ways to do it.  

 

God calls us to come and (1) reason together—Isaiah 1: 18. Reasoning suggests 

God wants us to think, understand and form wise judgments. Yet here is a trap. 

Never allow your reason to trump God’s revelation. Our mind is to be a learner, 

not the leader. If we prize our reason over revelation, we make God into our own 

image and miracles will not happen. Knowledge is a 2nd way (2) to love God with 
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our mind. Hebrews 10: 16 is clear. “This is the covenant that I will make with them 

after those days, declares the Lord, “I will put my laws on their hearts and write 

them on their minds.” Memory is a third way (3) to love God with all our minds. 

Isaiah 63: 7 declares, “I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of 

the Lord.” Imagination is a 4th way (4) we use our minds for God. Most times we 

read of imagination—it speaks of evil imaginations. But not always. Reading from 

the KJV, in I Chronicles 29: 17, 18 in David’s prayer for his people, he prayed, 

“Now I have seen with joy Thy people, which are present here to offer willingly 

unto Thee. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this 

forever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people and prepare 

their heart unto Thee.” I ask us all today, is the highway of holiness that leads to 

miracles in our lives being blocked by the reasoning part of our minds trumping 

God’s revelation, His Word? Love the Lord with all your mind—your reason, 

knowledge, memory, and imagination. God forbid that we would miss God’s 

miracles because our reasoning keeps us from faith or doing God’s bidding. Let’s 

surrender our reasoning, knowledge, memory, and imagination to Him. Thirdly,  

 

WHEN GOD’S MESSIAH COMES, HIS NAME WILL BE EXALTED AS 

WE JOYFULLY DRAW WATER FROM THE WELLS OF SALVATION. 

(IV.) Notice Isaiah 12: 1-6. You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O 

Lord, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned away, that You 

might comfort me. “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be 

afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my 

salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  And you will 

say in that day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make known His 

deeds among the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted. “Sing praises to the 

Lord, for He has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. Shout, 

and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 

Israel.” Hear once again about this matter of the mind when the Name of Jesus is 

exalted. Notice 12: 1—“You will say in that day.” Notice 12: 3, “And you will say 

in that day.” Notice all the thanks, all the joy, all the singing and shouting about the 

wells of salvation and deliverance and the acknowledgment. Notice 12: 4—Make 

known His deeds among the people. Proclaim that his Name is exalted.” Has 

Messiah Jesus come to live in your life? Is His Name what is being exalted or is it 

other things? What are you saying today? What are you proclaiming and declaring 

and making known? The miracle coming for Israel when they look upon the One 

they have pierced is going to be one coming day of joyfully drawing from the wells 

of salvation. But I caution us all as we close. I read a sad word back in Isaiah 11: 

14 that troubles me. Why? The reason is because we can block God’s miracles by 

what we are saying today and by what we are proclaiming.  
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Isaiah 11: 14 states that God’s people will put out their hand against Edom—the 

descendants of Esau. Why? Hebrews 12: 14-15 speaks of the bitterness of Esau 

who never found forgiveness because he would not totally forgive his brother, 

Jacob. We read, “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without 

which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of 

God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many 

become defiled. Hebrews 12: 16-17 declare to us that the bitter person is Edom or 

Esau. He didn’t get to know the joy of God’s forgiveness, because he couldn’t ever 

totally forgive his brother. Bitterness can block Isaiah 12 miracles from our lives. 

Even letting our reason trump God’s revelation. Are God’s miracles at work in 

your life? Has Messiah Jesus, the Shoot of the stump of Jesse, the Root and Branch 

of Jesse, has He brought harmony to your life where there once was strife? Is there 

now a highway in your life for the banished, ending all jealousy and harassment? 

Has Messiah Jesus found you proclaiming that His Name is exalted? I close with 

the miraculous words of Oswald J. Smith written nearly 100 years ago about the 

Root and Shoot and Branch of Jesse. It’s called “Then Jesus Came.” The chorus 

says, “When Jesus comes, the tempter's pow'r is broken; When Jesus comes, the 

tears are wiped away. He takes the gloom and fills the life with glory, For all is 

changed when Jesus comes to stay.” On this last Sunday of 2015, I ask you, “Has 

Jesus come to stay inside you bringing harmony with Him and your brothers and 

sisters in Jesus? Has He come bringing His highway of holiness back to you, 

rescuing you from banishment, jealousy and harassment? Has He found you this 

Christmas exalting His name and no other? If so, rejoice!—It’s time for miracles in 

your life. Amen. 
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