
Parental Instruction (3): teaching our children God's law  Hymns Come people of Risen King, 449, 419 

 

We're in the middle of a short topical series entitled Parental Instruction (or the need for parents to instruct 

their children in religious or spiritual truth)—the first message was introductory, wherein I sought to provide 

several introductory principles and general incentives—in the second message I considered the first of five 

major subjects we are to teach our children—namely—we must teach them about God... 

 

We considered this topic under two broad headings—[1] What are we to teach about God, and [2] Why are we 

to teach about God—concerning the first [what], I suggested three things—we must teach our children about 

God's being, works, and word—with regards to the second [why], I suggested three reasons—[a] to show the 

transcendence of God (to show our children the greatness and majesty of God, to show them it's not all about 

them), [b] to show the imminence of God (that is, that though God is above and beyond us, He is also close 

and near us), and [c] to show the know-ability of God (that is, that God is not a mere abstract concept, but is a 

loving and gracious being, who is not merely to be known about, but is to be known)... 

 

This brings us this morning, to our second main subject parents need to teach their children—we must not only 

teach them about God but about HIS LAW—and I want to consider this topic with the help of three main 

headings... 

 

I.   What Is Meant By God's Law? 

II.  Why Should His Law Be Taught? 

III. How Should His Law Be Taught? 

 

I.   What Is Meant By God's Law? 

 

1. Most of you know—that the NT uses the word "law" in a few ways—[1] it's used of the first five books of 

the OT, Lk.2:22—"Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 

completed..." 

2. [2] It's used of Mosaic law—that is—the OC law in general—this includes the OC ceremonial and civil 

laws... 

3. Heb.10:1—"For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach 

perfect..." 

4. [3] It's used of the moral law—that is—the law of God that predated the OC and continues past the OC 

into the NC... 

5. This is summarized in Ten Commandments—and it's the moral reflection of the never changing character 

of God...  

6. Rom.13:8-10—"Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. For the commandments, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 

You shall not bear false witness, You shall not covet, and if there is any other commandment, are all 

summed up in this saying, namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no harm to a 

neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law..." 

7. Let me quickly suggest three things about the moral law of God by way of reminder—it's universal, 

pervasive, and spiritual... 

8. [a] Universal—by this I mean, the moral of God is common to all men of all times—no one is without 

exception...  

9. This law was within Adam's heart in perfection, and remains within even fallen man's heart—in some 

degree... 

10. Thus—parents must teach their children there exists one single law that determines right and wrong for all 

people...  

11. What was wrong and right in the 1950s in wrong and right today—morality does not change with the 

times... 

12. [b] Pervasive—by this I mean, the moral law of God covers the whole of life—our relation to God and our 

neighbor... 
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13. We must teach our children that God's law regulates every area of their life—their relationship with God 

and man... 

14. There's no area of life where God's law doesn't apply—home, church, school, work, social, and personal 

life...  

15. Furthermore—the law is not only negative, but positive—that is—it not only forbids, but it also 

commands... 

16. That is—the law not only forbids us from doing certain things—but it also commands us to do certain 

things... 

17. Remember, whatever the law forbids it also commands the opposite, and what it commands, it forbids the 

opposite... 

18. [c] Spiritual—by this I mean, the moral law of God is concerned with both—inward AND outward 

activity... 

19. Rom.7:14—"For we know that the law is spiritual"—that is—it addresses thoughts and intents of the 

heart... 

20. Thus—our Savior in His Sermon on the Mount—opens up the inward and spiritual nature of the moral 

law... 

21. If you lust for a woman who've broken the 7th commandment, if you hate your neighbor without cause, 

who've broken the 6th commandment... 

22. Thus—we must teach our children—that outward obedience isn't enough—the law demands inward 

obedience... 

23. The moral law of God regulates our thoughts and motives—why as well as what we do—is equally 

important... 

 

II.  Why Should His Law Be Taught? 

 

A. To curve or restrain behavior  

 

1. Historically—reformed theologians have suggested a threefold use of the law—all three have regard to our 

children... 

2. Formula of Concord (1580)—"The Law was given to people for three reasons: (1) that by the Law 

outward discipline might be maintained against wild, disobedient people; (2) that people may be led to the 

knowledge of their sins by the Law; and (3) that after they are regenerate and much of the flesh still 

cleaves to them, they might on this account have a fixed rule according to which they are to regulate and 

direct their whole life..." 

3. This could be summarized by three words—CURB, MIRROR, and RULE—the law curbs man's native 

depravity, mirrors our sinfulness (pointing us to Christ), and serves as a rule or standard for righteous 

living.. 

4. Thus—the first use of the law, the first reason we need to teach the law to our children, is to curb their 

behavior... 

5. Rom.2:14-15—"for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, 

although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, 

their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing 

them..." 

6. Now—in the context—we have a contrast between the Jews and Gentiles—the Jews had the law the 

Gentiles did not... 

7. But—although the Gentles never heard the Ten Commandments—a shadow of that law remained in their 

hearts... 

8. All men—regardless who they are or when and where they live—have a conscience wherein the law 

remains... 

9. The presence of this law within their conscience—condemns them when they do wrong and praises when 

they do right... 

10. This accusing and excusing work of the law within the conscience—keeps them from being openly 

wicked... 
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11. We can hardly imagine a society where the inhabitants had no conscience—it would literally destroy 

itself... 

12. The reason why man isn't more wicked—is because of the inward work of the law within their hearts by 

nature... 

13. Now—this passage speaks about the law that's remains within the hearts of all men by nature as made in 

God's  image... 

14. Now—when people are taught the law—that increases this restraining work of God's law within the 

conscience... 

15. In short—what I'm here talking about—is the training of the conscience to become sensitive to God's holy 

law... 

16. When the law is taught native man—this accusing and excusing work of the law is increased—it becomes 

louder... 

17. Now—it's important at this point to understand—that this use of the law is incidental or secondary in 

nature...  

18. That simply means—we don't teach our children the law merely so that their depravity will be restrained 

or curbed... 

19. I'll mention here in a minute—the law is intended to show our children their need of a perfect 

righteousness... 

20. We do not teach the law to our children primarily or firstly to render them nice little external moral 

Pharisees... 

21. But—it is a benefit of teaching our children the law—there is at least an outward, social decency and 

morality... 

22. My dear friends—why is it that our present generation lives and acts as they do, in contrast to earlier 

generations...  

23. Here is one reason—because parents are no longer teaching their children the law of God—the Ten 

Commandments... 

24. Now again don't get me wrong—this isn't what parents ultimately want—we want more than decent 

children... 

25. But—faithfully teaching our children what's right and wrong as defined by the law is a means to curb their 

behavior.. 

26. Now—brethren I trust you know, that before the TC were removed from schools they were removed from 

churches... 

27. When the law of God is no longer freely and openly taught, societies are no longer restrained from 

wickedness... 

 

B. To lead and point to Christ  

 

1. This is a primary purpose of the law—to serve as a mirror to show us our sin and our need for a righteous 

Savior... 

2. Rom.3:19-20—"Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that 

every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of 

the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin..." 

3. [1] Knowledge of sin comes by the law, v20b—"for by the law is the knowledge of sin"—sin is 

transgression of the law... 

4. Now—I trust it's obvious that by "knowledge of sin" is meant more than a purely intellectual or notional 

knowledge... 

5. [2] Knowledge of sin stops the mouth, v19—"Now we know that whatever the  law says, it says to those 

who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 

God..." 

6. When a person has a true knowledge of sin—their "mouth is stopped"—or they become "guilty before 

God..." 

7. That is—the sinner closes his mouth before God as a guilty sinner—who no longer attempts to justify 

himself... 
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8. [3] Knowledge of sin points to Christ, v21—"But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is 

revealed..." 

9. That is—God has given the law as a schoolmaster to teach them their sin that they would look for a 

Savior... 

10. Thus—we must teach our children from the beginning—that God expects perfect and perpetual 

obedience... 

11. And—one primary purpose of the law—is to show our children that they lack that obedience and must 

look for it in Christ... 

12. Now—obviously teaching this to our younger children isn't always easy—but again simply tell them the 

truth... 

13. For example—you command your child to clean their room and they don't—you sit down and explain to 

them that God expects perfect obedience... 

14. And then you ask them—have your obeyed your mother and father every time, swiftly and from the 

heart?... 

15. Now—you haven't—because they demands perfect obedience to every command in word, thought, and 

deed... 

16. But then—you point them to the one who did obey His parents—who always cleaned His room when told 

to by His parents...  

17. In short—you point them to the only child you ever lived who perfectly, inwardly and outwardly, obeyed 

His parents... 

18. You point your teenagers to Christ—the only one who never caved into peer pressure, but maintained 

perfect integrity... 

19. You know it was interesting, because last night I was telling these very things to one of my daughters—

this is her righteousness... 

20. And as I was speaking to her, it came to me—I too find in Christ the perfect parent, husband, and pastor—

this is my righteousness... 

21. Lk.2:51—"Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother 

kept all these things in her heart" Jn.8:29—"And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me 

alone, for I always do those things that please Him" Rom.10:4—"For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes..." 

 

C. To show gratitude to Christ  

 

1. The law is not only a means to restrain sin and point to Christ—but it's also a rule of living for the 

Christian... 

2. Now—that he has been redeemed—how is he to live in gratitude to His beloved Savior—the law shows us 

how... 

3. This of course can be illustrated in the original giving of the Ten Commandments to Israel after their 

deliverance from Egypt... 

4. Ex.20:1—"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me, etc..." 

5. Jn.14:15—"If you love Me, keep My commandments"—the commandments of Christ and the moral law 

are one in substance... 

6. Jn.13:34—"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 

also love one another..." 

7. The newness of Christ's command is that we now have His example to guide us—we are to love as He 

loved... 

8. But—here is our point—as our children become Christian—they will begin to obey the law as an 

expression of love... 

9. Rom.13:10—"Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment (not replacement) of the 

law..." 

10. Love fulfills the law—thus if you want to know how to love God, the answer is—obey His holy and just 

law... 
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11. Now—obviously this entails a true obedience from the heart—this is how we show love and gratitude to 

God... 

12. But—someone here might possibly object—doesn't love to God also entail our affections as well as our 

actions... 

13. Yes—it does, and remember, the law of God regulates both—for it's concerned inward and outward 

obedience... 

14. Thus—the law is a rule or standard of living for the redeemed—allowing them to show gratitude for that 

redemption... 

15. Earnest Reisinger—"Love has no eyes except the holy law of God, no direction apart from God's 

commands..."  

16. Love without law is blind—it doesn't know what pleases God—law is the eyes of love—guiding it to what 

pleases God... 

 

III. How Should His Law Be Taught? 

 

A. Teach the law with the gospel 

 

1. Now—before I go further, let me be sure you understand these terms—by law is meant what God 

commands—by the gospel is meant what God provides... 

2. And so—here I mean—we can never tell our children WHAT to do without also telling them HOW and 

WHY... 

3. It is only in the gospel we find the ability to obey the law—in Christ we find everything necessary to fulfill 

the law...   

4. Now—obviously the very first thing we each our children will be the law—we will tell them NO and 

DON'T... 

5. But—as they get a little older—you must always, or at least very often, mingle the gospel in your 

teaching... 

6. Eph.6:1-3—"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother, 

which is the first commandment with promise: that it may be well with you and you may live long on the 

earth..." 

7. [a] HOW are children to obey the law, v1—"Children, obey your parents IN THE LORD, for this is 

right..." 

8. The apostle has used the phrase "in Christ" and "in the Lord"—throughout this epistle—it means in union 

with Christ... 

9. Eph.6:10—"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might"—to be strong in 

the Lord, means to derive your strength from Christ... 

10. Just as a branch can only bear fruit from the tree—so too, Christians can only be strong in union with the 

Lord... 

11. Well brethren—the same true for all Christians regardless of age—children can only obey—"in the 

Lord..." 

12. Now—obviously this does not mean that children not in Christ, have no responsibility to obey their 

parents... 

13. Every person, regardless if they are Christian or not, has the responsibility to obey God, that goes without 

saying... 

14. But—Paul is here writing to children who are "in the Lord" just as he also writes to Christian wives, 

husbands, fathers, slaves, and masters... 

15. Thus—here is my point—regardless if children are Christian or not—they can only truly obey the law IN 

CHRIST... 

16. [b] WHY are children to obey the law, vv2-3—"Honor your father and mother, which is the first 

commandment with promise: that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth..." 

17. In it's original setting—the statement of "live long in the land" had reference to a long life in the land of 

Canaan... 

18. Under the OC—openly rebellious children would be put to death—and thus would not live long in the 

land... 
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19. How are we to  understand this promise within the NC—what replaces the land of Canaan within the New 

Covenant... 

20. What is the NC counterpart or fulfilment of the OC land of Canaan—it's the New Heavens and Earth—

heaven... 

21. Thus what Paul means is this—when children obey their parents "in the Lord" it would be good for their 

souls... 

22. Now—ultimately this promise ends in the New Heavens and Earth—this is the ultimate reward obedience 

brings... 

23. Now—obviously, brethren, don't misunderstand—no person goes to heaven because they obey the law of 

God... 

24. But what this text is teaching is this—evangelical obedience is not the way INTO life but it is the way OF 

life...  

25. Thus—the gospel relates to the law in that—it provides everything necessary to obey (or to fulfil) that 

law... 

26. [1] A new heart to love the law, Jer.31:33—"I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their  

hears..." 

27. [2] The Spirit of Christ to guide us, Ezek.36:27—"I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in 

My statues, and you will keep My judgments and do them..." 

28. [3] The grace of Christ to strengthen us, Eph.6:10—"Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 

might..." 

29. [4] The love of Christ to motive us, Eph.5:2—"And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

himself for us..." 

30. These four great realities—must ever temper and saturate our teaching in general, especially teaching on 

the law... 

 

B. Teach the law with proper distinctions  

 

1. Now—before I go any further—let me clarify—these distinctions must be taught with an eye to their 

ability... 

2. Some of these are rather difficult theological concepts that all Christians wrestle with throughout our entire 

lives... 

3. [1] Distinguish between God's law and your application—that is—the clear boundaries of the law and your 

particular application of that law to your household... 

4. Brethren—I trust we all agree—that the law of God is clear with regards to what it commands and what it 

forbids... 

5. But—each family has need to apply the law to areas that are not as clear—and we need to distinguish this 

to our children... 

6. For example—you might say—the law of God says this—and because of this, we've forbidden this 

activity... 

7. But—you might clarify—this doesn't necessary mean the activity is sin and thus a violation of God's holy 

law... 

8. Otherwise brethren, you're potentially raising a house full of little Pharisees, who go around condemning 

others for not complying with their parents applications... 

9. [2] Distinguish between Christian and legal obedience—that is—an obedience that comes from a 

CHANGED heart and an obedience that comes from a CURBED heart...   

10. Now—at first it's going to be difficult to discern the difference—but the distinction is a very important 

one... 

11. Thus—at first, parents must demand obedience regardless if it's evangelical or legal—put another way—

children have to obey their parents if they are Christian or not... 

12. But—my point is—parents not only need to have this distinction in their mind, but need to teach it to their 

children... 

13. [3] Distinguish between condemnation and conviction—the first drives us from God the second drives us 

to God... 
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14. Thus—we must teach our children that when they sin and break God's law they must seek God for 

forgiveness... 

 

C. Teach the law with joy and delight  

 

1. That is—remember the law is good, holy, just, and right—and when obeyed rightly—it brings good to the 

soul... 

2. Remember—we can never separate the law of God from God—and remember what I said last week 

concerning God... 

3. We have to labor in teaching our children about God, to make sure that we portray Him as good and 

gracious... 

4. Well—brethren, because God is good and gracious—His law is good and gracious—and our children need 

to know this... 

5. Ps.19:11—"Moreover by them (His commands) Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is great 

reward..." 

 

 


