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We're going to be back in Hebrews 2 this morning. I've got a short portion of text I want  
to deal with within the middle of chapter 2 and then next week we'll come in and we'll 
close out chapter 2 and we will include this same text. I want to key on one main verse 
this morning, I want to key on one statement and the whole message is built around it and
I want to end this message this morning with turning that statement into a question. 

Last Sunday's message in Hebrews, we saw from verse 9 in chapter 2 the reason for the 
Incarnation, the reason the Lord Jesus Christ was born, the reason 2,000 years ago that 
God was made flesh and came and dwelt among us. In verse 9 of Hebrews 2 it says this, 
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death." That's the reason he was born. He was born to die. "Crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man." That was that 
man, Jesus Christ, who was born, made a little lower than the angels so he could be the 
substitute for man, so that he could die for man, so that he could save man and then bring 
man higher than the angels. Scofield puts it in his commentary like this, "Jesus was made 
for a little time lower than the angels, dies for man that he may lift men above the 
angels." That was a reason.

Now, the writer of the book of Hebrews is building a case. He is building an apologetic 
vindication. He is building an argument for the supremacy and the preeminence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in that he is saying, "Hey, listen, he's better than everything and anyone
or anything. He's better than the prophets. He's better than the angels. He's better than 
creation or anything created because he himself is the Creator. He is better than any other
God. He is better than any other sacrifice because he himself is the sacrifice. He is better 
than Aaron. He is better than a priest or even Melchizedek, the priest of the most high 
God because he has qualified himself to be the priest that lives forevermore." 

He is better than. Knowing all of this, knowing what he has done for you, knowing why 
he came and why he died, know this, that he is better than, now what are you going to do 
about it? You've been taught this. You know this. What are you going to do with this 
information about Christ? About who he is? He is better than, he is preeminent, he is 
supreme, he is the great I am, the Alpha and the Omega. He is the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. He's the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega. There was none like 
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him before him, there was none like him while he was here, and there was none like him 
after he was gone, and there is none like him until he's coming back because he and he 
alone is the great I am. He said in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I am."

We think in our minds, we want to bring him down to our level and make him birthday 
cakes and set aside gifts for him on December 25th. We want to humanize God but that's 
not who he is, folks. I'm not going to sing happy birthday to Jesus because he lives 
forevermore and he isn't getting any older. He doesn't have any crow's feet. He doesn't 
have any wrinkles, bless God. He's the great I am. Perfect. Pure. Holy. Harmless. 
Separate from sinners. Undefiled. Made the great high priest forevermore. He was born 
one time. He lived as a man one time. He died only one time. And he rose again 
victorious one time.

Now, we know why he was born, for the suffering of death, but why did he have to die? 
Verse 10 affirms what his sacrificial substitutionary suffering accomplished. He was born
to die but why did he have to die? Let's look at verse 10. This is just introduction. We are 
just building a context for the message. The message comes out of verse 11, 12 and 13. 
Look at verse 10, "For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings." He qualified himself through his sinless, vicarious, perfect life to be 
the sacrifice. By his atoning work on the cross, he qualified himself to be the high priest. 
You say, "What does that mean?" You see, he never had to go in and offer a sacrifice for 
himself like the high priest did. The high priest would have to come once a year on the 
day of Yom Kippur and they would have to come in before they offered the goat, they 
would have to offer the sin offering for their own self before they could enter the Holiest 
of Holies. They would have to cleanse the Holiest of Holies with that sacrificial blood of 
their own sin offering before they could come in and offer for the sins of the people but, 
bless God, Jesus didn't have to do that. Why? He was holy. Harmless. Undefiled. 
Separate from sinners. He is the great I am. He was the high priest but he qualified 
himself and he only had to do it one time.

But what did his work accomplish? We know why he was born, he was born to die, but 
why did he have to die? Because of what his work did in that what it accomplished. He 
accomplished two things that equal one thing. I want to try to teach you something this 
morning. I don't claim to know everything. I even had to look this word up to figure out 
how to spell it. There are two things, two main key things that got this whole salvation 
process kicked off with the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 1. Expiation. You say, 
"What in the world is expiation?" Well, let me tell you before I explain to you what 
expiation is, let me tell you what the second thing was: we have expiation and we have 
propitiation. Those two things are what the cross accomplished that started the salvation 
process.

Now, first of all, we need to understand what expiation is. You say, "Brother Doug, what 
in the world are you preaching?" I'm preaching the Bible this morning, amen? Listen to 
me, this is what the work of the cross accomplished, the first work: expiation is the exit 
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or the removal of guilt, the guilt that is inherent by man's sin. So what God did by the 
work of the cross, he removed your guilty verdict from you.

Now, what is the second work? Propitiation. The work of the cross accomplished 
expiation but it also accomplished propitiation. What is propitiation? The removal of 
God's wrath by means of payment to appease his wrath to maintain his holiness. God 
removed that guilt from you being a guilty sinner and deserving hell. No, he removed the 
guilt by expiation and then he removed the penalty of that guilt by propitiation. 

Those two together equal reconciliation. Expiation plus propitiation equal reconciliation. 
That's why he had to die. He reconciled many sons unto glory. Christ accomplished the 
redemptive work that the Father purposed for those whom he chose. This is the work of 
expiation, propitiation which equals reconciliation to make Christ qualified, worthy to 
become the captain of our salvation through what? Through his sufferings.

Now, that brings us to our text. We know this. We've been told all this. The Scripture 
tells us, it validates it, it backs it up. He has done this. He has done this for us and, oh, to 
be made to know that, to be made to know that this morning. Not just to know of it but to 
be in that and to be able to understand that's what he did for me. He did expiation. He 
removed my guilt. He did propitiation. He removed the penalty of God's wrath. He 
reconciled me onto the Father. He breathed life into me. That same God that formed the 
mountains, that brought up the fountains of the deep that flooded the earth, the same God 
that threw out the stars of the universe, the same God that finely tuned, designed every 
single grain of sand, every single snowflake that falls and then just, poof, melts away, 
that same God died for me.

Hebrews 2:11, 12 and 13, "For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all 
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren." The work of expiation 
has been done, the work of propitiation has been done and you been brought into a right 
relationship with God. Know this: Christ is not ashamed to call you brethren.

Verse 12, "Saying," this is Psalm 22:22 here, "I will declare thy name unto my brethren." 
Oh, he lifted up his eyes toward heaven and said, "I thank thee, O Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify thy Son that thy Son may glorify thee, for thou hast given him power to 
give eternal life unto as many as thou hast given him." And he said right here in Psalm 
22:22, one thousand years before he was even born, the prophet David wrote, that's right, 
the Bible called him a prophet, the psalmist David wrote, King David wrote, the prophet 
David wrote that Jesus Christ will declare the Father's name unto his brethren. Matthew 
1:21 says, "He shall save his people from their sin." "I thank thee, O Father, God of 
heaven and earth, thou hast hid this from the wise and the prudent and chosen to reveal it 
unto babes, for it seemed good in thy sight to do so."

"Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church." In the 
midst of the church. Now, in Psalm 22:22, it doesn't say "church," it says "congregation," 
but what is that word? That word is "ekklesia." Ekklesia, that's the Greek word. Ekklesia, 
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it isn't talking about a building, it isn't talking about a bunch of wood and a bunch of 
bricks, it's talking about a called out assembly. A called out assembly. 

He said, "I will declare thy name unto my brethren in the midst of those who are called 
out. I will sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold 
I and the children which God hath given me." Boy, you've got a whole lot right there in 
those three verses. I'm just going to focus on one part of that text because I could preach 
from now until time stops and never even scratch the surface of those three verses 
because you've got a whole lot right there. You've got the doctrine of election. You've got
the doctrine of salvation. You've got the doctrine of expiation, propitiation, justification, 
glory to God, sanctification. You've got all that there. You've got what Christ did for us. 
For us.

Thank the Lord for that this morning. Thank the Lord for Christmas. Not for Santa Claus.
Not for the tree. Not for presents. Thank God that he became a man and came for the 
suffering of death that he might bring many sons unto glory. Thank God for that because 
that's what he did and if you've been made to know that this morning, you know he is not 
ashamed to call you brethren. 

He said, "You're my brothers." He is our big brother, folks. Do you realize that this 
morning? Jesus is your older brother. You say, "I ain't got no brothers." Well, if you're in 
him and he is in you, you've got a brother, you've got a Lord, you've got a King, you've 
got a Redeemer, you've got a Savior. You've got all that you need so why are you looking
anywhere else for something? You've got all you need in him. He's your Father and your 
brother.

These verses show us the sanctifying work of God. It is him who chooses. Amen? You 
can say amen to that. It's him that saves. You'd better say amen to that. I'm going to tell 
you something this morning: it's him that sanctifies too and that's one way to know if 
you're his this morning. Everybody that is sitting on the bench isn't going to get to dribble
the ball in the game, all right? Everybody that wears the uniform, it doesn't necessarily 
mean that they are a true part of the team. They may never get to play. And let me tell 
you what: if you're on his team this morning, you are not sitting on a bench but you're in 
the game and he is doing the work of sanctification in you and if he is not, then I'm just 
going to tell you this morning, you don't belong to him yet because let me tell you what, 
that which he has washed and cleaned, he will keep clean. Do you know that? He's got 
the best drycleaners in the world. He's got the best cleaning process there is and that's the 
Comforter. Comforter Cleaning Services. Boy, you can't beat that with a stick. It is 
promised by the sovereignty of God and the immutable counsel of God. 

But he is our captain. He is our Savior. He is our sanctifier. And it is he that sanctifieth  
and they who are sanctified are all of one. One. Not many. Let me tell you what: the body
of Christ is not many, it's one, but yet it is many that make up one. I'm going to explain 
that to you this morning, all right? Christ is the captain of their salvation. It is Christ that 
calls. It is Christ that saves. It is Christ that secures. And bless God, it is Christ that 
sanctifies.
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Verse 11a, "For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one." He 
said, "I thank thee, O Father, that thou hast given me power over all flesh to give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given me." The one true God and he said, "This is eternal life 
that they might know thee and that they might know me whom thou hast sent." And when
Christ does that work of regeneration, that's right, Christ does the work of regeneration 
through the third person of the Trinity, God the Holy Spirit. But John the Baptist said, 
"I'm not even worthy to stoop down and unlatch his shoes. I'm not even worthy to do 
that." He said, "I only baptize you with water unto repentance but there is one that 
cometh after me whose shoe latches I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. Behold, 
he will baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." So who baptizes you? Well, 
Christ does through the person of the Holy Spirit. 

You see, friends, one is not above the other. You say, "Explain it." I can't. I'm just going 
to tell you, I can't. "Is it like cutting a pie into three equal pieces?" No, because once we 
show T. Tom, one third of it is gone and that will never happen with the Lord, all right? 
"Is it like an egg with a shell and yellow and then the white?" No, because once you crack
the egg, it all breaks apart. No, I can't explain it, bless God, but I believe it this morning. 
There are three in one. One in three. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and these 
three are one and they all work together and they have given us an example of how we as 
in one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one God, one faith, one baptism, are to work together.

Being sanctified, he sanctifies. Ephesians 4, turn over here. Keep Your place in Hebrews 
2 and turn over to Ephesians 4:4-6. "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling," look at verses 5 and 6, "One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." 
Now, who is he talking to there? Is he talking to all man? Come on, church, is he talking 
to everybody? No, he's talking to, hold on, keep your place there, I'm going to tell you 
who he is talking to: he is talking to the church at Ephesus and he says unto them, 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him 
in love." That's who he is talking to. He's talking to the elect at the church at Ephesus.

Turn over, keep on going, turn over to Ephesians 5. It's him that sanctifies. One body. 
One Lord. One faith. Turn over to Ephesians 5. No, I'm not beating up on you husbands 
this morning, all right, about y'all loving your wives, but this is an example given to 
husbands as Christ has loved the church but he tells us some other important doctrine in 
this passage as well too. Look at Ephesians 5:25, right here, "Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it." Wow, he died for his bride.
That's how much he loved his bride, he died for her. Look at verse 26. Why did he die for
her? "That he might," remember? Who does the sanctifying in Hebrews 2:11? He does. 
"That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word." Why is he
sending you to the cleaners every day, T. Tom? Brother John, why does he throw you in 
the washer with some Holy Ghost Tide everyday? Why does he do that? Why does he 
clean us? Well, the Bible said, "Those whom he foreknew he predestinated to be 
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conformed to the image of his Son." He is working on you to make you more and more 
Christlike each and every day and if that work is not being done, you don't belong to him 
yet. Hello? If the phone is ringing, pick it up. That's cut and dry, folks. If you're not being
made more and more Christlike every single day, you don't belong to him.

Why does he wash us with the water through and by the word? Look at verse 27, "That 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." Let's keep going to verse 30, "So 
ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself." Oh my goodness, Jesus loves us. He loves himself but he was willing to die for 
his bride that he might wash us and cleanse us to be able to present us holy, harmless, just
like him, undefiled, separate from sinners. Why? He's not only our husband, he's not only
our Lord, he's not only our Redeemer, not only our King, not only our God and our 
Father and our Savior, but he is our brother. Our brethren. Our brother. He's our big 
brother, our older brother, and I do not use that term by any means disrespectfully.

Verse 29, "For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 
even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones." He sanctifies that which he has purchased. He worked for it. Is it a works 
salvation? Amen, it is but he's the one who has done the work and he is the one that is 
still doing the work, amen? He worked for it and bought and paid for it on the cross, 
drove that brand-new car straight off the lot and said, "Look here." Every day he washes 
it. Every day he shines it. He waxes it. He keeps it clean. Bless God, every day he 
sanctifies that which he has bought and paid for. He has worked for it and he has earned 
it, how much more will he not care for it? It wasn't just given to him. Yes, in a sense it 
was from the foundation of the world but he bought it. He redeemed it. He fulfilled the 
work of expiation. He fulfilled the work of propitiation. Those two together equal 
reconciliation and he said, "Now I am not ashamed to call you brethren."

He bathes us. Jump from Ephesians over to John 13. I want to show you this: he's the one
that sanctifies, friends. He that sanctifieth is the one that sanctified all, that brings in all 
and makes one. And right here in John 13:4, we know the scene. I don't have to build the 
context for this. I just preached on this about a month ago through the exposition of the 
Gospel of John on Sunday night. John 13:4, this is the Lord's supper, "He riseth from 
supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto 
him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never," 
that's a double negative in the original Greek. He said, "No, not ever. No, not ever." He 
said, "You aren't going to do it, Lord. You're never going to wash my feet." He said, 
"Master, Rabboni, Lord of glory, this is beneath you to stoop down and wash my feet. 
You aren't ever going to do it."

"Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee 
not, thou hast no part with me." Uh-oh. Uh-oh, keep your place there. Keep your place 
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marked right there. There's something I want to read to you. "If I wash thee not, thou hast
no part with me." Listen to this, "For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are all of one." It is Christ that does the washing and he said, "Peter, if you don't let me 
do this, you have no part with me nor I with you."

Let's continue reading, "Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord," uh-oh, buddy, the old light 
came on, the old light came on and Peter realized something here. Uh-oh, uh-oh, "Lord,   
not my feet only, but also my hands and my head." Do you know what Peter said there? 
He said, "Lord, just give me a bath. Don't just wash my feet, wash me all over." 

But listen what Jesus said to him in verse 10, Jesus said this, "Jesus saith to him, He that 
is washed," or if you have an NASB it says, "he that is bathed." In other words, you've 
already taken the bath. You've already come out of the shower. You have dried off with a
towel. You've put your clothes on and you've gone out on your first day after being 
saved. Your first day after being saved. You've walked across the hot desert floor in your 
open toed sandals and you get to your destination at the end of the day and all of a sudden
you realize you're still clean but do you know what? Your feet are dirty. You don't need 
to take another bath, you just need to wash your feet because the bath, the washing 
represented something and the washing of the body, the bathing represented one thing, 
the first sanctification, the washing by the regeneration of the word, but this washing of 
the feet represented the sanctifying work of he that is sanctified and he that sanctifies 
sanctifies all in one, brings in all one, and he's the one that does the washing. He's the one
that does it.

"He that is bathed or washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit." 
He said, "Peter, you're clean all over. You've been completely washed. The only thing 
that needs to be done is you need to put off the filth of the flesh of that day, that which 
you have done, that which you have come in contact with, that which you have let in 
through the eye gate, through the ear gate, through the sound gate, through the touch gate,
that which you have defiled the temple of God. You need to be re-sanctified. You need to
be re-washed and if you don't let me do this, I have no part with you." Because it's him 
that sanctifies. It's Christ. That's why he had to die to be the high priest, to be the one who
could do this forevermore and forevermore, to bring many sons into glory.

Now let's go back to Hebrews. Our elder brother. Our elder brother. "For both he that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren." This is what his suffering of his substitutionary sacrifice 
accomplished. It qualified him to do this forever. He's not getting voted out, folks. The 
electoral college doesn't apply to him, all right? He'll never be impeached. He'll never be 
assassinated. He'll never be removed. He'll never quit, retire or resign. He is the great I 
am forevermore. 

Christ is not only our Lord, not only our Redeemer, not only our sacrifice, not only our 
substitute and our Savior, not only our Father, but he is our brother. He is what we call 
older brother, our elder brother, the firstborn from the dead. We are his brethren. All 
those that have been brought into the family of God by the work of regeneration, by the 
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sanctifying work of Christ as he works in us to work out his good pleasure. It is him that 
does this work and Jesus even taught this, that we would be brought into this type of 
relationship. He taught this in the four Gospels. He said, "Yeah, you're going to be my 
brothers. You're going to be my sisters. All of you that are brought into the family of 
God."

He said in Matthew 12:50, "For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother." He said, "If you do my Father's 
will, we're all one body, one faith, one Lord, one God, one Spirit, one baptism, and that 
equals one family." That's why in many cases truly in a good Bible believing New 
Testament church, your brothers and sisters sitting next to you in the pew are closer to 
you than your own flesh and blood. They will do more for you than your own family.

Jesus said this, "I will bring you into this relationship. I will do this work. It was I who 
chose you, the Father chose you in himself, gave you unto me. I chose you because I and 
the Father are one." Jesus says, "I saved you." He says, "I secured you through and by the
Holy Spirit that seals you." And Jesus says, "I will continue to sanctify you and, bless 
God, I am not ashamed to call you brethren."

Think of that this morning. I can't even grasp, I can just grab a hold of the edge of that 
and just get a little contemplation of that. My God, my Creator, is my big brother. He 
died for me, folks. My big brother came and died. He said, "No, I'll do it for little brother.
No, I'll do it for little sister. No, I'll do it for them. Daddy, I'll pay the price that they owe 
because they can't pay it. You know they can't pay it. They can never pay it. They don't 
have what it takes but I do, dad." Folks, grab a hold of that this morning. That will 
change the way you live your life. He's not ashamed. Well, that's the question at the end 
of the sermon but he says, "I will not be ashamed to call you brethren."

He said in Matthew 28:10 after he rose from the grave because before, during his 3 1/2 
year ministry, he never referred directly to his disciples as brethren. Never. Not until he 
paid the price, went in the tomb and came out victorious and then he called the 11 
brethren, but not before. Matthew 28:10, "Jesus unto them, Be not afraid." Folks, he's just
come out. He said, "Be not afraid: go tell my brethren." John 20:17, "Jesus saith unto her,
Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren." Not 
before, only after the price was paid. He said, "Now they are my brothers. Now they are 
my sisters." Why? "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: 
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren." He could not do it before. He 
wanted to, no doubt. He knew who they were but the price had not been paid yet. The 
expiation, the propitiation, the reconciliation had not been accomplished but once it was 
accomplished and the wrath of God was satisfied, he said, "Now I am not ashamed to call
you brothers and sisters." 
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Oh, what a big brother I've got. Oh, what a powerful big brother. My big brother is my 
God. Boy, if I had known that when I was in elementary school, I wouldn't have gotten 
picked on as much. "You'd better leave me alone, you don't know who my big brother is. 
Well, my daddy can beat up your daddy. That might be true but do you know what? My 
big brother can tear your whole family upside down." Think of that. That's who our big 
brother is.

Now, let's bring this to a close. Now we know that or at least I hope you do. I hope I 
brought it out clear enough to show Christ this morning, all that he has proclaimed in that
he is our elder brother, that he is our Lord and Savior, in that he saves, in that he 
sanctifies, in that he secures, in that he seals through his redeeming work, and he has 
proclaimed that his finished work has paid the price for all those who do the will of God 
in obedience by his word shall be called brothers, sisters and mothers. All of those. 

Now, I ask you to examine yourself this morning. I ask you to look deep down inside of 
you this morning because right after the first of the year, we're going to partake of the 
Lord's supper. We're going to do that. Don't wait until that Sunday afternoon in January 
to start beginning, start examining yourself now. Examine yourself. Take all of these 
truths from the Scripture knowing what your elder brother and Abba Father have done for
you in that what the work of Christ's sacrifice, his sufferings, his substitution did for you, 
and knowing that the byproduct of real saving faith is the sanctifying fruit and work of 
the Spirit. If that's not there, my friends, then what you say is not what you've got. You've
just got a profession, you don't have a possession because it's all about one God, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one Savior, Christ Jesus. And he said, "When you've 
experienced this, I do the sanctifying and if I don't do it, Peter, you have no part in me." 
And do you know what? He is saying the same thing to you this morning. He said, "If I'm
not doing it, you have no part with me."

Is he washing your feet? Is he cleansing you? Is he sanctifying you on a day-to-day basis?
Because if he's not, if you sin willfully and if you sin and there is no shame, there is no 
guilt, there is no conviction for that sin, then I'm telling you what, friends, he's not 
washing your feet. You don't have part with him yet. He is saying, "I've done all of this 
so that you can experience that intimate relationship, you can be brought into the family 
of God to where I can proclaim to my Father and to the rest of the world, I am not 
ashamed to call you brethren." 

Examine yourself this morning. Is he ashamed of you? What you've done this week? 
What you've done this month? What you've done over the past year? Would he be 
ashamed of you? Would he look down like the older brother and say, "I cannot believe 
you have done that. I am so disappointed in you." If you say, "You know, I really don't 
care if he's ashamed of me or not," then I'm not talking to you this morning because what 
you need is you need to be introduced to big brother. But if you know big brother and 
you know that you've done something that offends him, you know that you've done 
something contrary to his will, to his purpose in your life, know this, my friends: failure 
is not final with the Father nor is that failure or that defeat or that battle that you just went
through and you feel like you lost because you fell short, because that's who we are, do 
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you know what? If we would stop so many times trying to do it on our own and just say, 
"Big brother, I need you. I can't do this. I need you. Come on, buddy, help me. You're the
one I need. I can't get out of this by myself. Oh, I got into it myself real good. I was able 
to get into it but I can't get out of it by myself. And Lord, I don't even..." 

Listen to me, now this is how we ought to pray, oh, come on: if you're where you're at, 
it's because you deserve to be there, amen? You say, "Well, preacher, I've never heard of 
such." Let me tell you what: you deserve a lot worse so let's just leave it at that. You 
deserve a lot worse but a lot of times we get in situations because we make bad choices 
and our big brother looks at us and we need to ask ourselves when we make those choices
and that remorse and that conviction kicks in afterwards, conviction, folks. Conviction. 
Do you know what conviction is? That's where the Holy Ghost comes in and he 
illuminates unto you that you have sinned and come short of the glory of God. "Well, I'm 
saved. That's all right." He who says he is without sin is a liar and the truth is not in him. 
That's when you need big brother the most. That's when you need, "Lord, I need a bath. I 
need a bath." Humble like Peter, say, "Lord, not my hands only or not my feet only, Lord,
but just give me a bath." And know this: somewhere in the shadows of the majesty on 
high, do you know what? He's going to look down and say, "You don't need a bath, just 
let me wash your feet. Let me sanctify you by the washing of the word." 

Get in the word. How can anybody say they're a Christian and never read their Bible? 
How? How are you getting sanctified? It's through and by the washing of the word, that's 
how Christ does it. You can't be sanctified without the word and if you say you have him,
if you say you have Christ, if you say, "He's not ashamed of me," but you never read your
Bible, you're never being sanctified. And he said, "If I don't wash your feet through and 
by the washing of the water of the word, through and by the sanctifying work of the Holy
Ghost through the Scriptures, then you have no part with me."

So ask yourself: is he ashamed of me this morning? "Lord, would you, O God, be 
ashamed of me this very day? Would you be ashamed of me to call me brethren?"

Let us bow our heads.
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