
REDEMPTION  
LOOKING FORWARD 

John 19:28-30 
 

I.  A Call to Glorify God 

 
Paul says: 

 
1 Corinthians 6:20 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
 

What you see here are the 2 aspects of the Christian Life 

 Inward life of Prayer (Glorify God is your Spirit) 

 Outward life of witness (Glorify God in your body) 

Turn to Colossians chapter 4 

 Paul writing to the church at Colosse 

 Addressing some other issues but in chapter 3 Paul begins on some 

of the characteristics of the abundant Christian life. 
 

A. The Inward Life of Prayer 

 
Colossians 4:2-3 Paul says 2 Continue in prayer, and watch in 
the same with thanksgiving; 3 Withal praying also for us, that 
God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:   

 

How do you glorify God in your Spirit?   Through Prayer! 
 

Your Prayers are:  

1. Prescribed 
a. How many verses are there simply telling us to pray always? 

b. Paul says here to continue in prayer 

2. Private 
a. Mat. 6:6 says to pray in your closet 

b. Prayer not for recognition by man 

3. Persistent 
a. Widow before the unrighteous judge 

b. Christ in the garden 

c.     You want to glorify God in your spirit…PRAY 

 

 

 

 
 



B. The Outward Life of Witness 

Colossians 4:5-6 5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without, redeeming the time.  
6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 
  

How do you Glorify God in your body?   Walk the walk! 

…5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 

               Talk the talk! 

…6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 

   how ye ought to answer every man. 

Your witness should be: 

1. Pointed 

a.   Paul says your outward example should be towards winning 

them that are without. 

b.   Let others see Christ in you 

2. Pleasing 
a. Hebrews 11:5 

b. Enoch…pleased God 

3. Purposed 
a. Mat. 5:16 

b. Christ says shining your light shine before men 

c. Glorifies God 

So when Paul writes in 
  

1 Corinthians 6:20 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.  
  

That means we should demonstrate in our lives we are no longer under 

that bondage. 

 Elephant example. 

o Trained with chains when young 

o Switched to ropes later 

o Does not realize he is free 
 
 
 



II. A Call to Freedom 

 

 The freedom in which you now stand 
 

Galatians 5:1 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
  

 Stand Fast means to not be tossed to and fro 

 Don’t let every strange doctrine deceive you 

Standing fast in your freedom means an: 

A.    Acceptance of the Freedom (in your bond service to Christ) 

 
1 Corinthians 7:22-23  22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a 
servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, 
is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of 
men.  

 (The pet of the Verbs that is a cat is called Julie…that which the verbs call 

Julie is their cat.) 

 Your standing in this freedom means that you freely accept that you are now 

Christ’s servant and freely do the work of your master. 

B.    Acknowledgment of the Freedom (not removing  responsibility for 

                                                                                                                  your behavior) 

 You are not under the law but you are accountable to the Divine Law of which 

Christ is our standard 

 God’s word is what we must hold ourselves to. 

C.    Allow-ment  of the Freedom (Let God work through you) 

John McArthur Quote 

“God’s purpose in redeeming man from sin is not to give them freedom to 
do as they please but freedom to do as He pleases which is to live righteously.”    

CONCLUSION:    It is finished 

a. To finish something you have to what?  Start it. 

b. Don’t you wonder if this was when He said…It has begun? 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION  
& Exegesis 

 
Common thoughts about Christmas 

b. Christ’s birthday 
c. Left Heaven 
d. Gave life 
e. Crucified 
f. Buried 
g. Rose Again 
h. Everlasting life 

i. Frame work of puzzle 
1. More to the Gift 
2. Fill in small part of the center 

 

John 19:28-30  28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  
 
It is finished 

How it was said. 
Stated clearly. 
A final report to Father. 
A strong declaration. 

 
2. WHAT IS FINISHED? 

a. Like a checklist… 
 

i. All the Prophecies in the OT pointing at His sufferings? Done! 
ii. Ceremonial law abolished?  Done! 

iii. Physical suffering?  Done! 
iv. Emotional anguish?  Done! 
v. Persecutions and mocking? Done! 

 
1. In other words…All the Work God gave Him to do was complete 
2. Scripture tells us Christ came 

  
1. To fulfill the law. (Mat. 5:7) 
2. To call sinners to repentance. (Matthew, Mark, Luke) 
3. To send a sword upon the earth. (Mat. 10:34) 
4. To save that which was lost. (Matthew, Luke, John) 
5. To give His life a ransom for many. (Mat. 20:28) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
b. Scripture says in 

i. John 17:1-5 
1 These words spoke Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 

said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have 
glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.  

ii. “I have finished the work…” 
iii. That finished work was mans redemption 

 
 

3. WHAT IS REDEMPTION? 
a. Redemption is the idea of “Freedom secured by the payment of a price” 
b. Some definitions include the word “DELIVERED” 

i. Not the same as being delivered. 
ii. Delivered 

1. Your mortgage 
2. Pay it off 
3. Bank delivers it to you 

c. Redeemed is different 
d. Redemption or being redeemed means 

i. Freedom from evil by payment of a price 
ii. Whatever is keeping the object from freedom has bad intentions for it 

1. Prisoners of war not delivered, but a ransom paid 
2. Slaves released through a ransom payment 
3. Mortgage would be 

1. Paid off 
2. Bank blackmails you for more 
3. Ruin your credit rating 
4. Holding your mortgage for ransom 

e. In Scripture the word is Loo’-tro-sis 
i. Greek 

1. From Greek root lytron (loo-tron’)  means ransomed 
2. Same word found in Mathew 
3. To give His life a ransom for many. (Mat. 20:28) 

 

1 Peter 18:19 says18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: 



 
 
 

 
ii. That raises the bar. 

1. The idea of ransom goes one step farther 
2. Released from the evil with the clear understanding 

1. Never to be taken prisoner again 
2. Ever 
3. Forever 
4. It is impossible to lose your freedom again. 

f. How can that be? 
g. What was one of the things He came to do? 

i. To give His life a ransom for many  
1. He “GAVE” His life as payment 
2. His life was not taken but given voluntarily 

h. When Christ said ‘It is Finished!” 
i. Your redemption was complete.  Nothing undone.  Nothing lacking. 
ii. Look at those in Scripture 

1. Romans 5:8 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

2. Galatians 1:4 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:  

3. 1 Timothy 2:6  6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.  

4. WHY DO WE NEED REDEEMING? 
a. Jesus taught the early church in John 8:31-34 saying: 

i. 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and 
were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin 
is the servant of sin.  

b. Paul says he was sold under sin…like a slave sold to an evil slave master 
c. Sin controls us…has power over us…has evil intentions for us 

i. Romans Chapter 6 Highlights 
1. V. 12 don’t let sin reign in your body.  (Don’t let sin be your king) 
2. V. 13 don’t yield your members, parts of your body, as instruments to 

sin. 
3. V. 16 do you not know that whomever you give yourself to obey that is 

whose slave you are? 
4. VV21 & 23…the end of sin or the payment of sin is death! 

d. Stop and follow that through… 
i. Without that ransom being paid 
ii. We remain slaves to sin 

iii. That slavery continues until the sentence for sin is carried out 



iv. What is the sentence or wages of sin? Romans 6:23 Death!  Eternal separation 
from a Holy God 
 
 
 

e. We are 
i. Handcuffed to sin 
ii. Under the control of sin 

iii. In service to sin 
iv. We are the slave to sin 

f. We can’t be simply delivered 
g. Price had to be paid to gain freedom from the evil set on taking us to our Spiritual death. 
h. That is redemption…looking back in history 

 
 

5. Redemption looking both ways 
a. Backward 

i. At the cross on Calvary 
ii. You before your redemption 

b. Forward 
i. At the call to Glorify God 
ii. At the call to Freedom 

 
 

 


