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Revelation 5: 9 and 10; “We Shall Reign Upon the Earth”, Sermon # 40 in the series – 
“The Faithful and True Witness”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall  

on January 17th, 2016, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 
 
I would like to speak to you this afternoon on the question: What does it mean for the saints to 
reign upon the earth?  This is an oft debated subject in Christian circles and is, in my opinion, the 
central question to be considered in terms of which system of eschatology is closest to the truth.  In 
what sense do the saints reign upon the earth now, and in what sense will the saints reign in the 
future?  I hope that this sermon will help us to learn together about what our expectation should be 
for the future of Christ’s glorious kingdom.  The book of Revelation is about advancing the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is about His worthiness to receive a kingdom, and worship, from His 
saints. It is, as it is pictured in this chapter, the enthroning of the Lamb who was slain; the 
enthroning of the Lamb, upon the praises of His people.  But it is also His being enthroned upon 
the praises of all creatures in heaven and earth.  Everyone ought to know, if they do not know it, 
that Jesus Christ is presently sitting at the right hand of the Father.  He is risen from the dead, and 
He is reigning and ruling in righteousness over His Church.  He has been given all power and 
authority in heaven, and upon the earth, and He will judge the world in righteousness in a coming 
day when He returns.   
       But let us also see, that this book of Revelation is also about the advance of Christ’s kingdom in 
the earth and among the nations; how the kingdoms of this world will someday become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.  It is especially, the amazing story of how the Church will 
face and overcome all the oppositions of Satan; how Christ’s Church shall eventually overcome all 
of his strategies to block the advance of Christ’s kingdom in its advance to reigning among the 
nations.  This will be grand climax to the fulfillment of the Great Commission that our Lord gave to 
his apostles; and through them, to His Church.  “Go, and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
Jesus said in Mark 16: 15.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28: 18-20)  This is what Christ’s great work through His body the Church is all about.  So let us 
think together this afternoon, 1st – About Christ’s reign in our hearts.  2nd -  I would like us to think 
about Christ’s reign among the nations, and 3rd – Let’s think about Christ’s reign when He returns 
personally to this earth.   
1st - Christ’s reign in the hearts of God’s Elect people. (Verse 9) 
       Verses 9 and 10 say: “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and 
to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God and we shall 
reign upon the earth.”  Here in these verses we find the basis of the saints reigning with Christ.  It is 
the fact that Jesus Christ has redeemed us to God by His blood.  He has purchased us back from 
our bondage to sin, and out from the world.  Because He was slain at the cross, every believer has 
been taken us out of the Devil’s grasp.  Christ now reigns in our heart and in our life.  And as the 
Holy Spirit applies this redemption which we have in Christ, to each of our hearts, the dominion, or 
the ruling, reigning power of sin is broken in us, and sin now no longer has the ability to hold us 
enslaved.  We are no longer servants of sin, but we are now sons of righteousness.  We are the 
adopted children of God.  God has raised us up, and He has seated us in the heavenly places with 
Christ.  God has caused us to be born again to a living hope, and to an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled, and which is reserved in heaven for us.  We are heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ.  All things are ours in Him.  We agree with what the Bible clearly teaches; that 
Christ is reigning over each of His people individually, and all of us together as His Church.  He is 
our King and our Lord as well as our Savior.   
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       We also acknowledge that our Lord Jesus has the right, the authority, and the power to rule 
over all people and creatures here upon the earth, because God the Father has appointed it to be so.  
It says in John 17, verse 2, where the Lord Jesus Himself is praying to the Father: “As You have 
given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 
Him.”  And, if we look down the page a little farther from our text, it says in verse 13 of Chapter 5 – 
“And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying, ‘Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” It is only fitting that it should be so; 
that the Lamb should be praised, and that everything that has breath would praise the Lord.  John 
5: 21-23 says, “For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to 
whom He will.” (He is speaking about eternal life here.)  “For the Father judges no one, but has 
committed all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.”  
“He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”   
        As we look around us, we should be able to see that there are many people in the world today 
who do not honor the Son in this holy way.  It should be quite evident to us that the church is not 
presently reigning upon the earth.  We know that Christ is presently reigning, by virtue of who He 
is; He is the Son of God.  We know that He is reigning by virtue of what He has done; that is, 
redeeming a people unto God to reign with Him.  But as of yet, His church has not yet come to 
reign upon the earth.  We admonish every men, and we teach every man that they should submit to 
the righteous rule of the Lord Christ.  All should honor the Son as they honor the Father.  But many 
do not. Many people, indeed the vast majority of the people upon the earth at this time, and the 
vast majority in times past, do not, and have not, honored the Son by giving Him their hearts so 
that they might be saved by Him.  They do not want this man to reign over them as Jesus described 
in the parable in Luke 19: 14.  It says there, “But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after 
him, saying, “We will not have this man to reign over us.”   So there is a very real sense in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ does not presently reign through his Church on the earth, as of yet, even though 
He has the right to rule over all unbelieving men, and He certainly does have power over them at 
any given time, to judge them or save them as He wills, according to the purpose and plan of God.   
       This paradox is clearly set forth by the Apostle Paul in 1st Corinthians 4 when he reproves some 
of the brethren there in the church because they thought they were presently reigning with Christ 
upon the earth and not just in heaven.  He says in verse 7, “For who makes you to differ from 
another?”  “And what do you have that you did not receive?”  “Now if you did indeed receive it, why 
do you boast as if you had not received it?”  "You are already full!”  “You are already rich!”  “You 
have reigned as kings without us – and indeed I could wish you did reign, that we also might reign 
with you!”   Paul knew that Christ had made these believers spiritual kings and priests, but he 
cautions them against assuming that position in their attitudes toward others, when now is the 
time for suffering with Christ.  2nd Timothy 2: 12 says, “If we endure (suffer with Him), we shall 
also reign with Him.”  What can we glean from this?  We can know this; that God will save His elect 
people through Jesus Christ our Lord, and they will submit to His righteous rule; it is true.  His will 
and purpose are being accomplished in terms of election; but this does not mean that Christ’s 
Church is conquering on the earth, among the nations, in the sense that we would like to see it 
conquer for His honor and glory.  Otherwise, why would the Lord Jesus tell his disciples to pray, 
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  But He does tell us to pray in 
this way. 
Now 2nd – Let’s think a little more about what it will mean for Christ to spiritually 
reign among the nations. 
       Turn with me to Hebrews chapter 2.   Here the apostle Paul is warning the people that he is 
writing to, to take more earnest heed to the things that they had heard, lest they drift away from the 
truth of the great salvation that had been preached to them in the gospel; the word concerning 
Christ.  It says in verse 5, “For God has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection 
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to angels.”  “But one testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of him, 
or the son of man that you take care of him?”  “You have made him a little lower than the angels; 
You have crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the works of Your hands.”  “You 
have put all things in subjection under his feet.”  “For in that He put all in subjection under him, 
He left nothing that is not put under him.”  “But now we do not yet see all things put under him.”  
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned 
with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”   So you see 
here, that for everyone who believes in Jesus, every one of God’s Elect, He tasted death.  And in 
doing so, He by His great work of redemption has “put the world to come” in subjection to all 
redeemed humanity, in Him.  By faith in the word of God we see Jesus; He who was crowned with 
glory and honor for the suffering of death.  But we do not yet see everything under His feet.  He is 
reigning presently, but not all the enemies are under his feet yet.   
       This quote, of all of Christ’s enemies being placed “under His feet”, is taken from Psalm 110 
where it says in verse 1, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies 
Your footstool.”  “The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.”  “Rule in the midst of 
Your enemies!”  This is what it means for Christ to be ruling presently.  He is ruling in the midst of 
His enemies.  The “rod of His strength” is the gospel.  It is the gospel preached in the power of His 
Holy Spirit.  It is proclaimed so that men might be saved from their sins, and also so that all men 
might submit to His righteous rule.  “Your people”, it says in verse 3, “shall be volunteers”; or they 
shall “be made willing in the day of Your power”.  This is the only way that Christ’s kingdom will 
really advance and conquer.  It will be when the gospel preached is attended by the saving power of 
the Holy Spirit.  When the Spirit is poured out from on high, then not only will some from every 
nation come to Christ, but many from many nations will come to Christ.  Isaiah 32: 15 – “Until the 
Spirit is poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
field become as a forest.” “Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in 
the fruitful field.”  “The work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance forever.”  This is how Christ’s kingdom shall come to reign upon the earth 
some day in a much greater sense than it ever has before; the Spirit will be poured out.   
       This, I believe, is declared in the Scriptures in no uncertain terms.  Psalm 102, verse 12 says, 
“But You, O Lord, shall endure forever, and the remembrance of Your name to all generations.”  
“You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for the time to favor her, yes, the set time, has come.”  “For 
Your servants take pleasure in her stones, and show favor to her dust.”  “So the nations shall fear 
the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth Your glory.”  “For the Lord shall build up Zion; 
He shall appear in His glory.”  This will be the time of the Latter-Day glory, when the spirit is 
poured out in a greater way than ever before.  This is what it means for the saints to reign upon the 
earth.  “The Lord will build up Zion”, “not by (human) might, nor by (human) power, but by His 
Spirit”. (Zechariah 4: 6)  There are times of struggle and suffering in the history of the Church, and 
there are also times of building and reaping.  There are times when “darkness is over the face of the 
deep” among the nations.   And then there is a time coming which is spoken of in Isaiah 60 where 
the prophet says, “Arise, shine; for your light has come!”  “And the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
you.”  “For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord 
will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you, the nations (Gentile nations) shall come to 
your light and kings to the brightness of your rising.”  This, I believe, is talking about a time to 
come, when the Jewish nation and people shall be converted to Christ, and they shall be brought 
into the Church.  And great blessings of gospel prosperity will come, in the conversion of many 
people among many nations.  Let us pray expectantly for such a day. 
And then 3rd - Let us speak of Christ’s reign when He comes personally to this earth 
again. 
       Turn with me to 1st Corinthians 15.  There still has yet to be some great progress made in 
Christ’s kingdom against evil, and against all of Christ’s enemies before He will return personally in 
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glory.  It says here in verse 20, “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  “For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead.”  “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”  “But 
each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.”  
“Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all 
rule and all authority and power.” “For He must reign till He has put all His enemies under His 
feet.”  This word, “until”, keeps coming up in our study.  “Sit at My right hand “until” I put all your 
enemies under your feet.”  The Lord Jesus will not return until that time when all of His enemies 
have been put under His feet by His Father’s sovereign working.  The Father must work by His 
Providential ordering of events to bring about this great advance.   And the Holy Spirit must work 
greatly in anointing the lips of the preachers of the gospel so that the preached word will conquer 
all of the false systems of evil, which are shown to us in symbolic form, here in this book of 
Revelation.  Certainly Christ’s reign over the saints in this mediatorial kingdom will continue 
“until” that same time.  
      This does not overthrow the truth of Christ’s imminent return.  No one knows the hour or the 
day of that personal return of Christ.  And we are instructed to always be in a state of expectancy 
about that return, but not to fool ourselves about the many things that need to come to pass first; in 
the overthrow of Satan’s schemes, in the advance of Truth, so that the gospel will prosper and His 
kingdom will advance.  This is what will need to take place in the purpose of God for His plans to be 
fulfilled, and that Christ would “see the travail of His soul and be satisfied”.   No, the long awaited 
Millennium must come before Christ’s Second Coming.  For it will be in the time of the Millennium 
that we as His Church will reign with Him upon the earth; when we will really and truly reign with 
Him in a spiritual way; when righteousness and truth will prevail in whole societies, as well as in 
many individual people.   
       It will be at the end of the thousand years that Satan will be released for “his little season”.  This 
is why Amillennialism cannot be altogether true.  If Satan was bound in the sense spoken of by 
Amillennialists, that is, when he was bound by Christ during His earthly ministry, and by His 
glorious work of casting him down and out at the cross, and therefore we are presently in the 
Millennium, then why are so many still deceived among the nations?  And why, if Satan was 
permanently bound, will he need to be released before Christ returns?  Christ’s work is finished, 
and there should be no release for Satan then.  But Satan is not presently bound in the sense 
spoken of in Revelation 20.  But he will yet be bound, so that He will deceive the nations no more 
until the thousand years are finished.  This is the time when Christ’s kingdom will triumph, and we 
(that is His Church) shall reign upon the earth.   The spirit of the martyrs, who endured so much 
under the persecutions of the Antichristian beasts shall live, and triumph, and be vindicated in the 
salvation of many people and even nations.   
       This is the first resurrection.  And then at the end of that time of the Millennium, when Satan 
will be released for a little season, then Christ shall return at the appointed day and hour to destroy 
those who have gathered together to make war upon His Church.  It will be a day which no one will 
know.  And when He returns, all believers in all ages, will be caught up together to be with Him in 
the air, and we will stand next to Him, and with Him, when He judges the world.  And we will judge 
the world with Him.  We will stand next to Him when He judges the angels.  And we will judge the 
angels with Him.  And we will be reigning with Him when the New Heavens and the New Earth are 
re-made by His hands after He has refined it with fire.  Even though the mediatorial kingdom will 
then be delivered up to the Father, the truth of Revelation 11: 15 will be established forever.  It says 
there, “Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever.”  We will sit down with Christ on His throne, even as He has sat down on 
His Father’s throne to reign.  And there we shall reign forever with Him, in the New Earth, and in 
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the New Heavens.  God will be all in all, and we shall enjoy His reign.  May it be so.  May You come 
quickly, Lord Jesus. 
        


