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Our Scripture reading this evening comes in two parts. First Genesis 1:26-28, these words 
now continuing the description of the sixth day of creation.

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."

Then briefly let's add to that from chapter 2, verse 15, so after the creation of the garden 
of Eden we read these words, verse 15 of chapter 2,

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Then the second part of our reading, I guess now it's the third part, is Revelation 5:9-10. 
Revelation 5 is the great description of the conquering Lion of the tribe of Judah seated 
on the throne who is also the Lamb who was slain. Jesus is both Lion and Lamb. He is 
the one who is able to open the scroll that is to cause God's plans for history to move 
forward. It's a picture of what we saw the Apostle Paul say in Galatians 4 that Jesus came 
in the fullness of time and what we read in these verses is now the song of those who are 
celebrating what Jesus has done. Revelation 5:9-10.

9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 
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and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall 
reign on the earth." 

Thanks be to God for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, we take delight and joy in your word, especially as we have 
opportunity to see this evening the unity of your word, the great story of redemption from 
Genesis to Revelation. And as we take delight in the beauty of your word, we pray that 
you might cause this to be for us not just a time of gaining information as interesting and 
delightful as that can be but that you would cause this to be a time of formation. We 
desire to be shaped by this great story of what you are doing in the world. You know all 
of the competing stories from our nation, from business and the economy, from so many 
different claims upon our life in this world. You know all of the competing stories that 
seek to claim our loyalty. We pray and ask you to cause us to love and desire and to be 
loyal to you and your kingdom more than anything else this world has to offer. We pray 
that you would do this through this the preaching of your holy word for we ask it in 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Our catechism lesson this evening is Lord's Day 12 of the Heidelberg catechism. We're 
going to be focusing in particular on question and answer 32 but we're going to read both 
of these question and answers responsively because the main point this evening is 
actually how they go together. So two weeks ago we looked at question and answer 31 
and now we come to the second. God has spoken in his word. We respond to his word 
with this confession of faith. Reading responsively Lord's Day 12 of the catechism. 

Q. Why is he called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”? 
A. Because he has been ordained by God the Father and has been anointed 
with the Holy Spirit to be our chief prophet and teacher who perfectly 
reveals to us the secret counsel and will of God for our deliverance; our 
only high priest who has set us free by the one sacrifice of his body, and 
who continually pleads our cause with the Father; and our eternal king 

who governs us by his Word and Spirit, and who guards us and keeps us in 
the freedom he has won for us.

Q. But why are you called a Christian?
A. Because by faith I am a member of Christ and so I share in his 
anointing. I am anointed to confess his name, to present myself to him as a 
living sacrifice of thanks, to strive with a good conscience against sin and 
the devil in this life, and afterward to reign with Christ over all creation for 
all eternity.

We might also take a moment to turn to page 19 in the back of your Psalter hymnals. It's 
going to be helpful to have that out actually to see how it's formatted, how it's laid out. 
Part of the point in these two Lord's questions and answers is that both of them use the 
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structure of prophet, priest and king. If you look on page 19 in the back of your Psalter 
hymnals as I showed you a couple of weeks ago, the formatting helps us see that more 
clearly and I'll be bringing that out as we continue on as well.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, a couple of weeks ago when we looked at 
question and answer 31, we made much of the fact that to appreciate and understand who 
Jesus is and what he has done, we need to see how he is rooted in the story of Israel and 
so I have warned you many times over the past weeks of the danger of de-Israelifying 
Jesus, of removing him from that story, of viewing him, loving him, speaking of him in a 
way that forgets that he came as part of that story. One of the ways we saw this is simply 
in that title of Jesus, of "Christ." We have to always remember that Christ is not his last 
name, it is his title. I encourage you whenever you see the phrase "Jesus Christ" to think 
"Jesus the Messiah." That is what it means. It is in an office. Israel was expecting, 
waiting for the Messiah and Jesus is called the Messiah to say he has fulfilled all that 
Israel was waiting for. And our catechism emphasizes this by calling him in particular a 
prophet, a priest and a king. The word "Messiah" means "anointed one," and so what our 
catechism has done is found all of those threads in the story of Israel where there were 
offices that involved anointing and then the catechism says all of those threads of 
anointing come together in Jesus so that he is: he is our chief prophet, our only high 
priest, our eternal king. So a couple of weeks ago we made much of the completeness, the 
finality, the enoughness of Christ because of those offices, that he reveals God the Father 
perfectly to us as a prophet. That he intercedes on our behalf as our only high priest. I 
think of the beautiful words we had from the book of Hebrews this morning that Jesus is 
ever interceding on your behalf. Then as our king that he rules and reigns over all. The 
beautiful language of comfort from our catechism, that he is our king who governs us by 
his word and spirit, who guards us and keeps us in the freedom he has won for us. All of 
that is from the long story of Israel of prophets, priests and kings packaged up in that title 
of "Christ."

Now, that leads to a fascinating, thrilling question: if all of that is included in what 
"Christ" means, this high exalted picture of his office, why are you called "Christian?" 
Why do you bear his title? You think of all of those things we speak of with what 
"Christ" means and those all sound like things that would, in a sense, separate him from 
us, offices he holds that we could never hold. We could never be, of course, the chief 
prophet, the only high priest or the eternal king and so it ought to interest us or sort of 
grab onto us to ask: why are you called a Christian? Now, we know the catechism's 
answer, we just read it but before we get to unpacking that, I hope we appreciate together 
just how dramatic or how forceful, how punchy, how important this question is. What 
does it mean to be called a Christian? Or maybe to put it a bit more clearly, that leaves it 
a little bit abstract: what does it mean to be a Christian? What difference does it make? 
What does it add to your life? What does it do to your life to be a Christian? This is a 
pressing question and so I describe it on your outline. This is a pressing question, a 
dramatic question, an urgent question because there are all sorts of wrong answers to it. 
The Christian faith in America has been dominated, in fact, by wrong answers to this 
question. American Christianity has been dominated by what we could call a split 
between the sacred and the secular. In the view of many on the one hand you have things 
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that are Christian things, things of the church, things that matter to God and on the other 
hand, you have things that are sort of neutral. They just are, they don't really matter that 
much. And for the most part, I think we know in American Christianity what goes in each 
of those buckets. What's the stuff that matters to God? Well, go to church, read the Bible, 
pray and don't be too naughty. Or as I like to summarize it, go to church, read the Bible, 
pray and don't do anything you have to explain to your mother. For many people as they 
grow up in the Christian church, this is their experience of what the Christian faith is. 
You have these things over here that matter and the rest of the stuff, primarily what 
you're going to be doing on Monday, work, education, the challenges of retirement, of 
marriage and family, the challenges of singleness, whatever it might be, any area of life, 
that is something else. Or we have discussions within the church about the extent of 
God's kingdom: what is the kingdom of God and there can be a temptation to limit God's 
kingdom simply to the walls of the church and to say, "When you go out there in the 
public square, when you're out there in education and politics and business and so on, 
again, that is something else."

Those are what we might call doctrinal wrong answers. If you've been in a reformed 
church for any length of time, you know that one of our hallmarks, one of the things that 
we're excited about is saying there is no divide between the sacred and the secular, that 
all of life is claimed by God and yet, have you ever felt, though you would not say it, 
have you ever felt the disconnect between Sunday and Monday? Between what happens 
on the Lord's day and the rest of the week? Have you ever in your feeling, in your 
experience of the Christian life, if you're honest, felt like you're not entirely sure just how 
it all connects together? One of the ways this comes out is your sense of vocation, your 
sense of calling. When you wake up in the morning on Thursday, no particular reason to 
pick Thursday, I'm just picking a day, when you wake up in the morning on Thursday 
and you are going about whatever it is that God has given you to do, have you ever had 
that struggle of how does this matter? I know some of you have because you've shared it 
with me and I know we all do because it is one of the great struggles of the Christian life. 
When you are bogged down in the challenges of marriage and family, when you're in 
whatever your job is, in every season of life there is this question, "How does this matter? 
Why is it important?"

Children are pressed with this question every day you go to school. How do you 
understand what you are doing? When you are studying? Does it matter before God? I 
remember a whole season of life where I would completely lose sight of this. Basically 
what school became was: I want to get the minimum grade I need to get to make sure my 
parents aren't too upset with me. That's what it could become. And what's happening then 
is that you're losing sight of a sense of a bigger purpose, a bigger meaning and 
significance to what God has given you to do. In the challenges of marriage or family or 
singleness or dating or pursuing marriage, all of these kinds of things, some of the drama 
of it, some of the challenge is wrestling with how does it fit in God's vision for things.

In retirement, is this not what is pressed upon us? What is your calling? What is your 
vocation in that season of life? What does it mean to be a Christian? Well, we need to get 
the answer to this question right and we need to get it right in a way that forms us, that 
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shapes us, that changes us. Now it's not going to surprise you when I say to get this right 
we have to get the story right. You see, what there is is there are competing answers to 
the question: what story are you living in? The dominant story in American Christianity 
is that the earth is all going down the tubes, it is being rejected, God doesn't care about it 
and that salvation is like getting on a life boat, God's going to rescue you off to some 
spiritual existence, rejecting the earth and that therefore, all the stuff you have to do now 
well, it's just because you kind of have to do it, what really matters is the spiritual stuff. 
We need to get the story right.

Well, we just saw the first part of it a couple of weeks ago that Christ, your title as 
Christian, is rooted in the story of Israel, prophets priests and kings. But we need to see 
this evening that it's actually rooted in an even older story. This is why we looked at 
Genesis 1. Think of this language we've been using of prophet, priest and king. Those 
offices that Jesus holds or I should say that threefold office, those offices that were in 
Israel were not random, they were not arbitrary. God was showing Israel, "Here's what 
human beings are supposed to be." Because way back in the garden of Eden when God 
first made us, you've got to go back to creation, God called us to be prophets priests and 
kings. Genesis 1, we were made in the image of God and we were told to have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the heavens. Verse 28, "God blessed them. And 
God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.'" We were made to be the image of God that is to show 
forth God in creation, to take dominion over creation, to use it for his glory and then we 
read in verse 15, "The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it." It is to use and care for what God has made.

Now think with me for a moment about prophets, priests and kings. Adam was called to 
be a prophet. Prophets are concerned with the word of God. Remember that when the 
serpent came into the garden, what was the great pressing issue? "Has God really said?" 
The serpent questioned God's word. "You shall not surely die." Questioning what God 
said about the tree and what should Adam have done? Well, what did they do, Adam and 
Eve? They ate of the fruit. But what should Adam have done? He should have been a 
prophet. He should have said, "No, God said," and then faithfully proclaimed what God 
said, "You shall not eat of the tree." 

Adam was called to be a priest. He was to be concerned with holiness. When the serpent 
invaded the garden, well, Adam should have wanted to keep the garden holy, separate 
from evil. He should have driven the serpent out. The language of verse 15, "The LORD 
God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it." That 
language of working and keeping is the same language used later in Exodus and Leviticus 
for what the priests do in the tabernacle. Adam was to, like a priest, be concerned for 
holiness. You've got to think a actually a little bit deeper here. What did priests do for 
Israel? You could summarize it like this: they represented God to the people and they 
represented the people to God. Human beings, likewise, were meant to represent God to 
the creation, made in God's image, wherever the people go it's like God's glory, God's 
image spreading in the world. And we were made to represent creation back to God that 
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all of creation is for God's glory but we are the ones who can speak it, who can express it. 
We are the ones when we see a beautiful sunset, we can say something, giving God the 
glory, thanking him for the beauty of what he has made.

Then most clearly, Adam was called to be a king. The language of dominion, to take 
dominion over creation. To steward creation. To keep and guard the garden. This is what 
we were made to do and I want you to think of king in particular as stewardship, taking 
care of it, that language from Genesis 2 of keeping and guarding. God gave the creation, 
the garden, to Adam and Eve for them to take care of just like a king is the steward to 
care for his realm: to protect it, to provide for it and so on. If you go way back to the very 
beginning of the story, we were called to be prophets, priests and kings.

Now, what's fun, work with me here, what's fun is how that story of Israel and Jesus 
plugs in to that. Adam was called to be prophet, priest and king, sin missed it all up. He 
gives Israel prophets, priests and kings and says, "Look, this is what you're supposed to 
be." Israel doesn't do it right. Jesus comes as the true Israelite, he is the true prophet, 
priest and king. It's an even older story.

It's also, next on your outline, an eternal story. This is why we read from Revelation 5 
and I wonder if these words ever struck you in this sense: you heard them and you 
thought, if you're honest, what does that mean? Revelation 5:9-10, "And they sang a new 
song, saying, 'Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.'" Verse 9, "a new song," it's always the response to redemption. 
"Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals," it's God's plan for history. Jesus 
is the one who can do that. "You were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people," 
we know what that means. Celebrating that it's from all nations, "you have made them a 
kingdom and priests." Wait, what? That's getting a little more odd. That's language for 
Israel. But what does it mean that Revelation is saying our future is that we are a 
kingdom and priests to God? Then even stranger, "they shall reign on the earth." Now, 
this is Bible language. We've heard Revelation 5 plenty of times. Your pastor enjoys 
reading it in various contexts. It's been impressed upon us but have you ever wondered, 
wrestled with what does this mean that "they shall reign on the earth"? How do all of 
them reign? Do we all have crowns? Is it a whole bunch of thrones? I'm being serious 
here. How have you pictured this? What does this mean? And I bring this up because this 
is something that has always puzzled me. If I'm honest, I will admit I was never quite 
sure what this was talking about. How does everyone reign? But if you remember the 
much older story, this language actually makes total sense. In fact, it's thrilling. What it's 
saying is that in the new creation, we will be what God meant for us to be from the 
beginning because what did God mean for Adam and Eve to do? To take dominion over 
creation, to steward it as a king stewards the creation. And what God is saying here is that 
"we shall reign," that is, we will then the way he meant for us to do, take dominion: 
stewarding, ruling over, using, taking care of, glorifying God with this world he has 
made.
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Isn't this a thrilling picture? This is what Revelation shows us, a new heavens and a new 
earth, resurrection bodies living in a new creation, that the future God sets before us and 
that eternal story is of the creation restored and all of us taking dominion over it. The God 
who redeems, who saves us, is always first of all the God who creates, the God who made 
the world. Here's what I mean: too often the way we tell the story of the Gospel assumes 
the world is just kind of there. It's there and there is sin and that's bad. It's just there. And 
God enters into the scene to say, "I'm going to save you from that sin," and on the way, 
many Christians tell the story today, God enters the scene to say, "I'm going to save you 
from that creation, bring you off somewhere else." But where does this story actually 
begin? With creation. It begins with God making the world. The world is something he 
loves, something he cares about and so how does the story end? With God renewing and 
reclaiming the world. Creation is not simply something that happens to be there as sort of 
the context, the stage where God redeems us, creation is actually the original point to the 
story. God made the world because he loves this stuff and he loves his creatures and he 
loves his creation and he made it for his own glory, for him to enjoy, for us to use and 
enjoy for his glory.

So, prophet priest and king. It's an older story. It is what we were called to be in the 
garden. It's an eternal story. It's what God says he will restore us to in the new creation 
and all of that then comes to a head this evening in that it is a present story. What does 
our catechism say? "Why are you called a Christian? Because by faith I am a member of 
Christ and so I share in his anointing." These words need to thrill us, that what Christ was 
anointed to be, prophet, priest and king, we share in. Jesus fulfills in his own person and 
life the original calling of Adam and Eve in the garden. We've already seen that. It's what 
Adam and Eve were called to be, Israel pictured it but they failed, Jesus did it perfectly. 
And the question then is: what does that mean for us? There are some who will say, 
"Well, since Jesus did it, we don't. Alright? Jesus did what Adam was supposed to do 
therefore we're not supposed to. We don't need to. Christian stuff is just what you do on 
Sunday in church." But what does our catechism say? Jesus did it so that we might share 
in it, so that it might be ours. Jesus did it, being the true human, the true Adam, so that it 
might be restored in you. Why? Well because, next on your notes, we are united to Christ 
by faith. By faith I am a member of Christ. We think here of the language of 1 
Corinthians 12, this is the language of Jesus being the head and us being the body, that 
we are in him. So we've seen this many times in the catechism and we're going to see it 
many times that this is why Jesus' death benefits us, his resurrection benefits us, his 
ascension benefits us, because we are connected to him. Well, the catechism is saying 
because we're connected to him, his anointing is ours. We share in it. We are the Messiah 
people, the people of the Messiah. That's what "Christian" means. So when you see the 
word "Christ" you think "Jesus the Messiah." When you see "Christian" think "the people 
of the Messiah." All that he has done is so that we might share in it.

So put that all together. Jesus restores to us and fulfills in us that same calling of Adam 
and Eve. Are you starting to sense, I hope, are you starting sense where you fit in that 
story? Adam and Eve were called to it, messed it up because of sin. Israel pictured it but 
failed. Jesus did it perfectly and now in Jesus you have it, prophets, priests and kings. If 
you want a text for this, more pointedly what the catechism is saying, we are not going to 
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turn there now, they are verses we've looked at before but Colossians 3:10 and Ephesians 
4:24, both speak of us in Christ being renewed after the image of God. Adam was made 
in the image of God. Christ is the perfect image of God. When you are in Christ, you are 
being renewed in it. So our catechism then says you are to be renewed as prophets, priests 
and kings. As prophet, I am anointed to confess his name. As a priest, to present myself 
to him as a living sacrifice of thanks. As a king, to strive with a good conscience against 
sin and the devil in this life and afterwards to reign with Christ over all creation for all 
eternity. Do you see where you fit in the story? That right now in your life, Monday 
morning when you go out into the world, you are going out there as those who have been 
anointed as prophets, priests and kings, that in Christ you are a new humanity and that is 
meant to transform, to shape to affect all of your living. Prophets, priests and kings.

Now, go back to that original pressing question: what does it mean then to be a Christian? 
Does it simply mean you have some spiritual things added to your life? A little sacred 
section? So before you had work, retirement, family, you had friendships, you had school 
and now you get this new section, churchy stuff. Is that what it means? Prophet, priest 
and king. It's what Adam was called to be in all of creation in the world God made. It's 
what we are promised to be reigning with Christ over all creation. In the language of our 
catechism and Revelation 5, being a Christian is something that claims, that shapes 
everything. That Christ's kingdom claims everything. That what we do on Sunday is 
meant to flow into and motivate and shape and form and drive and affect everything we 
do throughout the week. That it means we have a vocation, a calling. And a vocation does 
not mean as many of you think, "Well, if you really have a calling, then you're going to 
go to seminary and be a missionary or a pastor or something." No, vocation is anything 
God has given you to do, any lawful calling in his good creation. We have to add this 
disclaimer: it doesn't mean being a bank robber. Not everything counts but any lawful 
calling in his good creation is a calling, a vocation from God and that is what "Christian" 
means, that you are anointed to use creation as Adam was called to be and as God says 
you will be in the beginning.

Now, that needs to change. This word is easy to say, easy to hear. It needs to change 
everything. Everything. Now, there are many ways we can get at this. I want to 
summarize it in this way: it means that we need to re-claim the goodness of the ordinary. 
The ordinary. There was actually recently a book that came out called "Ordinary" making 
this very point. I haven't read the book, I don't know if I can recommend it or not but I am 
intrigued by the title. This is a conversation happening within the Reformed Church that 
is saying: what does it mean to value the goodness of the ordinary? Think about it: deep 
inside somewhere, if someone says, "What does it really mean to do something for God? 
To do something for his kingdom?" Don't we so often think of big things or what we 
think of as big things? It means being a missionary. It means that sort of thing. But you 
see, you are serving God in every calling that he gives to us, every ordinary vocation.

I want to summarize it this way and I plan to use this phrase many times in the near 
future: everyone wants to change the world but nobody wants to help mom with the 
dishes. Everyone wants to change the world but nobody wants to help mom with the 
dishes. We like to dream about the big things we might do to make a difference in the 
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world and we miss the things staring us in the face and all of the ordinary things of life by 
which we serve God, glorify him, serve our neighbor and bless our neighbor. Every 
vocation is an expression of being prophets, priests and kings. There is a phrase often 
used in reform circles to summarize this, every vocation: the butcher, the baker, the 
candlestick maker. All of the things that we might be tempted to think, "Surely they're not 
that significant." All of it is an expression of what God called Adam and Eve to do in the 
garden. He gave them this beautiful creation and he said, "I love it. I have made it. It 
proclaims my glory. Now use it. Take dominion over it. Take care of it. Beautify it."

All of those callings are pleasing to God. Running a farm or a business. Education or 
medicine. Art and music. Every area of life in God's good creation. Engaging in the 
challenges of marriage or family or singleness. Building community and friendship and 
hospitality. All of these are expressions of what God has called us to be and is restoring 
us to in Christ. And I want to get very specific here that in this coming week, those things 
you do enjoying God's creation are meaningful, pleasing to him. Bird watching. 
Breadmaking. Woodworking. Change up, throwing, it's a pitch. Quilt making. Engine 
rebuilding. Star gazing. Whatever it is in God's good creation is something that pleases 
him. And you see, we need this great story from Genesis to Revelation, not a story of a 
creation that's just there and God is going to rescue you out of it but a story of creation 
and re-creation to then shape that. That God is pleased by your keeping, tending, using, 
loving, shaping what he has made. Another way of saying it is: help mom with the dishes. 
Beautify God's good creation. Use it for his glory. Take care of it. Enjoy it. Take delight 
in it. It's the idea of stewardship. This creation is given to us for us to steward and what it 
means to be a Christian is that you are restored to a right relationship to that. Wherever 
God has given you a little something to care for, think about that Monday morning. 
Wherever God has given you a little something to care for, however much you or 
someone else might think it is insignificant, live before God's face in the ordinary.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, we confess that we do want to change the world but that we do so 
often neglect and ignore the little things, the ordinary things of life that you have given to  
us by which we might serve and glorify you. Give us the humility to be content in the 
callings you have given to us. They are all different. They are all varied. They all receive 
different amounts of honor from the world around us but we know that all of it is to be 
lived before your face. Help us to do that. Give us that sense throughout the week in 
whatever you have given us to do of living before you in your good creation as prophet, 
priest and king. For we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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