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Go ahead and take your Bible and turn with me to Ecclesiastes 1, a chapter of one of the 
most neglected books in our Bible. We’re going to read verse 1-11 and may go on a few 
additional verses there but this is the beginning of the book of Ecclesiastes. Again, this is 
actually not an exposition of the chapter here or the book but a very important 
perspective that we often overlook and neglect, that is very clear and very much a part of 
the biblical revelation that we have. 

Ecclesiastes 1:1, “The words of the Preacher.” The Hebrew there as some of you know, is 
kohelet. “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of 
vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.” Solomon is saying life is 
empty. That’s what he’s saying in verse 2.

“What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? One generation 
passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever. The sun also 
ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind goeth 
toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the 
wind returneth again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is 
not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. All things 
are full of labour,” that’s toil, “man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear filled with hearing. The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is 
there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, 
which was before us. There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be 
any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.”

Verse 12, “I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek 
and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore 
travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith. I have seen all the 
works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity,” emptiness, “and vexation of 
spirit. That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot 
be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, 
and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, 
my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know 
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wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. 
For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.”

If you read that, the words of Solomon himself, and there really is an unmistakable tone 
to this where you’re like, “Wow, who rained on Solomon’s parade?” Right? “Who totally 
messed up his room and left it a disaster and got him into a bad way?” But this is the 
word of God and this is a perspective that Solomon begins to express here in the 
beginning of this book and he continues it. The writing of this book is somewhat nuanced 
and I’m actually not introducing this today to really go into full orbed understanding of 
what Solomon is actually expressing here but even more significantly, not getting into 
how it fits so neatly and tidily. I’m not sure that it is very neat and tidy as far as a lot of 
our human understanding of it, but how it fits in the larger context of all of Scripture. One 
thing is for sure, there was a part of Solomon as he looked back upon a good portion of 
his life, most Bible scholars say that Solomon was likely writing this during mid-life, 
probably late middle age. Not to insult you if you are of this age but 50 or probably mid 
50s. How about do we vote for late mid 50s? Late 50s maybe? But mid-life is like this for 
many people, especially men, as they look back upon their achievements and even a man 
like Solomon, he looks back and while much of this we find by the latter end or the 
conclusion of the book of Ecclesiastes, it is tempered with a very clear exhortation to 
pursue after friendship and real experiential knowledge of God, getting to know God and 
pursuing him. 

That is one way in which this really comes back around but at the same time, what 
Solomon says here is typical and really if you don’t have God at the center of your life 
picture and of your life equation, then what he says here is true. I mean, he says, “I’ve 
learned it all,” basically is what Solomon said. He’s not bragging but compared to those 
of his day and his peers and the wisest other men in the day in which he lived, he knew 
more than all of them. He had ten Ph.D.s and he knew how to put it to practice. They all 
would come to him, all the other counselors of all the other nations and governments. 
They’d all come to who for counsel? To him.

And riches galore, right. I mean, to this day even extra-biblical literature prove well as far 
as the attainment of Solomon’s wealth and on and one it goes. Every category of life 
experience, this guy had achieved the height of it and he looks back and he says, “Poof. 
That’s how I look at all of it. Poof. Yeah, some of it’s fun, some of it is good to look at 
but in the end, does any of it really matter?” That’s what Solomon was simply stressing, 
what we read here.

Now, there are a couple of things on my mind here and I trust in the working of God’s 
Spirit to really help us to connect all of this today. There are a lot of things that are even 
really on our collective heart as far as things that we’ve given attention to in the last few 
days. We’ll be celebrating with joy a 50th wedding anniversary in just moments. That’s a 
wonderful thing. Six days ago, a number of us attended a memorial service of somebody 
that was very dear to our hearts over a number of years and we recognize her passing 
from this life to the next. I’m not soliciting attention on this at all but this came up during 
our little fellowship time after Sunday School, I celebrated a birthday this past week, 

Page 2 of 11



right? When we’re young, we get excited about birthdays, right? We do and we still can 
when we’re older too but the observance of our birthdays gets quite tempered. Some of 
you are nodding at me like, “Yeah,” cautiously nodding. It does, it makes you reflect. 
Even to some degree, the kind of way that Solomon did. Maybe Solomon wrote 
Ecclesiastes on his birthday. I think we could, you know, kind of speculate that that very 
well may have been the case. He’s like, “Wow, I’m another year older and where has it 
gotten me.” Oftentimes and I actually gave quite a bit of thought to this, it’s like, well, 
there’s so much to be thankful for as we observe and remember the life that God has 
given to us, yet at the same time, it’s like, wow, another mile marker. Life is passing. It is 
and before we know we look back, especially on birthdays, and it’s like, “Well, how old 
am I?” A year or two ago, it was like, you’ve done this too, right? it’s like, you forget 
exactly how old you are. When you stop and think about it and the year you were born 
and all that jazz, okay, we haven’t totally lost our minds yet but at first you’re like, “No, 
I’m 43. No, you’re 44. Whatever.”

What I’m getting at is that it goes by more quickly than what we’re oftentimes able to 
keep track of. It really is the case and birthdays can actually be quite depressing for a lot 
of folks. We’re getting older. A reminder that life is ebbing away from us. You’re like, 
wow, that’s really depressing and morbid. But it’s true. It is true. It’s another reminder of 
life passing. It really is the case.

At the same time, there are all this number of different or, I would say, mixed blessings 
as we reflect upon our life up to this point and even as we anticipate the future. What I’m 
trying to get at today is something that has really faced us front and center in the 2 
Corinthians 4 passage that we looked at for the last couple of weeks and we may very 
well get back there today for at least a few thoughts, but it’s the fact that our lives, 
especially as Christian people, it is a constant mix of hardship, or difficulty and trials. 
You can easily look at Solomon and say, “Wow, why would he say such depressing 
things?” Well, it’s because so much of what he’s saying is positively, absolutely true if 
you leave God out of the equation and so our lives are an ongoing constant mix of 
difficulty, of sorrow, of grief, and at the same time, if we recognize life for what it is, 
there are these ongoing undisputed joys. There are. This message is much of any one I 
think I’ll ever preach, it’s designed to really blend and tie those thoughts together.

So, I want us to see four thoughts here and hopefully we’ll get to all of them. First of all, 
the joy of life or I called it this “the luster of life; 2. the problem of pain; 3. the only 
answer, what is the answer from God’s perspective in the truth that he’s revealed to us 
through all this great mix of the good and the bad in our lives, the only answer; 4. the 
joyful journey.

Go ahead and turn with me to Psalm 103. That’s not too far from Ecclesiastes. Turn with 
me to the 103rd Psalm. The good and the bad or life and death and the meaning of all of it 
is really what we’re looking at today. What does it all mean? One of the things that 
Solomon really does get at in the book of Ecclesiastes is he brings up not just the bad of 
life but he brings up the good as well: the eating of good food, the merrymaking, the 
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feasting, the parties. He brings up all of it and at one point during the middle of this book, 
he’s basically saying, “Well, why don’t we just enjoy the good, endure the bad and then 
life is over.” That’s really the impression of a lot of his conclusions. Now, that’s not 
where he leaves it in the very conclusion of it all but that is the tendency that a lot of 
people fall into is that the hard stuff, the weighty stuff that brings pressure down upon 
you and upon your family, is that you just get through it one way or another: you cope, 
you find ways to kind of self-medicate yourself psychologically and the good you enjoy 
for all that you can and you live from one good positive experience to another. This is 
just how people kind of plod through life.

First of all, I want us to see this: what about the good, the undisputed good? There is 
good from even the things we struggle with and the pressures of life but the undisputed 
good. I called it here “the luster of life.” What do I mean by that? It’s the whole idea, not 
so much applicable on a day like this, we don’t have any sunshine out there, it’s a pretty 
dark and gloomy day, isn’t it? But the whole idea of a shine on a nice, nice new and 
waxed car. You know, the finish is incredible and it’s just really good to look at and even 
as you look more closely, it’s got that glow to it because it’s in as good a possible 
condition that it can be, it’s got this shine to it. And there are so many experiences in our 
life if our eyes are opened to them, they remind us of the ongoing, never-ending stream of 
God’s gifts to us in this life. It really is the case. 

I’m talking about the undisputed pleasures, no matter how small they may be, but the 
joys of life is what we’re talking about. You know, like the last time you really got up, 
maybe the first time in a long time, you got up early in the morning and you actually see 
the sunshine. Now, some of you, correct me, you actually see the sun rise; you actually 
see it just peek over the horizon. Some of you see it all the time and it’s no big deal but 
those of us who don’t on a regular basis, to really stop and take that in. Or any number of 
things: a view from a mountain top height and to be able to see for a distance that you are 
rarely able to, on down the line. A number of things that if we just stop and pause and 
take it in, it’s a special gift. It may only last for a few seconds but it gets our attention. 

Not only is life much bigger than us but in such an ongoing way, life is this never-ending 
bestowal of gifts. Somebody among our number that is not with today she has a habit and 
I say this in all manner of commendation really, she has a habit of befriending strangers 
at the store, the checkout line, talks to them, and she has an uncanny knack of finding 
people that are somewhat discouraged, having a hard time seeing the good or the blessing 
in life and she has a way of drawing their attention to the simple pleasures. She’ll say, 
“What you need to do,” after talking with them for several minutes, “What you need to 
do is tomorrow you get up early enough to be able to see the sunrise.” That’s a good 
thing to be known for, it really is.

James 1:17. Interesting. Steven actually quoted this in his opening prayer. James writes, 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift comes from,” where? “From above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no change, neither shadow of turning.” 
What James goes on to say, what he means there, is that everything that happens to us 
and every blessing, every experience that continues to cross our paths, and every positive 
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thing is a good gift from God Almighty and he gives it to us, and let’s be really clear 
about this, James is saying he gives it to us on purpose. He does. He’s not just the 
proverbial Santa Claus or scattering confetti everywhere and wherever it goes is where it 
goes. No. James says, “No, everything that you’ve been blessed with, everything that you 
have, everything that you’ve gone to enjoy and experience every day of your life, comes 
from him alone.”

Psalm 103. You didn’t think I was ever going to get there, did you? Psalm 103:2 says, 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” That’s powerful wording 
there and I hope that you’ll let it really get your attention today. The Psalmist says 
whatever you do as you bless the Lord in doing so, don’t forget, don’t neglect to 
remember all of his gifts to you. That’s what he’s saying. All of his benefits. All of them? 
When is the last time – this is a good week for this, Thanksgiving day our praise and 
testimony service Wednesday night, I hope you gave attention to this even in addition to 
our meeting together on Wednesday as well as even addition to however it was that you 
observed Thanksgiving with your family and those that were around you, but all his 
benefits, all of them, is a long list. In fact, let’s be honest with ourselves: there are so 
many gifts and good gifts that if we don’t exercise real volition and effort, they will get 
past us. They will. 

This is a helpful book, I haven’t read the whole thing but it’s called “One Thousand 
Gifts,” I think that’s the name of it. The author, I can’t remember her name, I just saw it a 
day or two ago. Some of you are familiar with this book but she writes the whole book 
about enumerating and going back over all the bountiful gifts and blessings from our 
wonderful Creator God. 

Look back with me in verse 5 in Psalm 103. It says, “Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.” Put those verses together. Don’t 
forget to bless the Lord by remembering all his benefits. Don’t forget any of them and 
remember the things that delight you, the things that nurture you, that satisfy you, that 
bring a gleam to your eye and joy to your heart. They are gifts from our wonderful 
Almighty heavenly Father. 

So, when’s the last time you really jotted down a list? Well, I came up with one. You 
could just go all kinds of directions with this, right? A few days ago, I think it was this 
past week, sometimes my memory gets so foggy, but sometime in the last week or so we 
had snow in the morning. Remember that? Anybody have to shovel? Well, I think it 
dissipated. Whatever accumulated on the ground kind of disappeared after a little while 
and I wasn’t up all that early and there was snow that came down. Before I knew it, I’m 
not fully awake, I’m still in bed, and my eight year old comes into my room and he’s 
holding, I have no idea that it’s snow, I mean, it could’ve been the blizzard of ’78 out 
there and I would have had no idea. He comes in holding this, it looks like this slightly 
smaller than a softball and it’s in his hand. I’m like, “What is that?” He brings it all the 
way to me and he holds it and he says, “Daddy! Look! It’s a snowball.” Now, you’re all 
looking at me and some of you are chuckling at it, especially people from the other side 
of the world where you may not get a lot of snow but a lot of people are looking at me 
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like, “What’s the big deal with that?” Well, at the time, it probably wasn’t a big deal. I 
had to kind of think back over it a little bit later but he holds it out to me and I did, I 
touched it and I was so less than awake, later on I thought I had dreamed it. Do you know 
what I’m saying? The thing that stands out to me was his face and he held it out and his 
face was just lit up. He was so excited about snow. Cool. I have to be honest with you, I 
wasn’t all that excited about the snow but the look on his face did excite me. It did. 
That’s a gift. You’re like, “It’s just a little itty bitty thing that just happens all the time.” 
Yeah, and they’re all gifts. Every single one of them. 

We could go on and on with this. A couple of days later, I mentioned my birthday, right? 
Don’t worry, I’m not going to keep mentioning it. I came down the stairs on Thursday 
morning which was Thanksgiving but it was also the 28th and my children, they were 
itching for me to get my body up and moving down the stairs because they had all this 
stuff planned and going on. Right on the front door as you come down the stairs you 
couldn’t help but see it, there was this big birthday sign, card, whatever and they had put 
all kinds of stuff on there. What a wonderful gift and to be able to take in my children’s 
excitement and joy over a birthday. You remember I mentioned a minute ago that there is 
this great disparity on how children look at birthdays and how adults do but one of the 
biggest gifts and joys on my birthday was to see my kids take joy in it. Right? You 
parents out there, that becomes such a big part of the joys of life.

All kinds of things that I wanted to mention here: what about those of us that give 
attention to sports and we’re sports fans and the joy and the excitement that we 
experience and that we spend with that. Are those gifts from God? Absolutely, definitely. 
Now, we can go too far with it; we can spend too much time; we can make those kinds of 
things a far greater priority than what they should be or cause it to eclipse much more 
important priorities. That’s a given, alright, I don’t have to go headlong into a full 
diatribe about that, right? But at the same time, the joys that we get from watching a 
Sunday night game and for those of you who actually had the great joy of watching it in 
10 degree temperature, two of our number did, but a Sunday night football game where 
the home team falls behind 24-0 and if you resisted the urge to just give up on it all and 
go right to bed at half-time and if you stayed on to watch it, that was great joy. Really. 
Don’t make too much of it but that was fun. It was. 

We like come from behind victories and stories where the person seems to be down and 
out and low and behold they come out of nowhere and they overcome theses so-called 
adversities. Don’t you love it the way sports athletes always talk about adversity but they 
do overcome it and they come back and low and behold they pull out a victory. We like 
that stuff. Why do we like it? Don’t lose me on this: we like it because there is something 
inside of us, something in our spiritual DNA, we like to be on the winning side. We like 
to see the underdog come from behind and it’s because we’re programmed with this. 
Let’s face it. Again, some of you could give two hoots about sports but this applies to you 
when it comes to stories or the other things in life that you do take joy in. The fact that 
we like the drama and God has designed and created us that way and it brings joy to us. 
All of these are gifts. Some of these things we have to certainly make sure we keep in 
perspective, that we use them not as ends to themselves, they don’t become gods or idols 
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to us but they are means by which we use them in our relationships with each other, our 
family relationships, our friends. 

There was college football yesterday, it was rivalry weekend. What does that mean? 
Some of you know. It means that the Michigan Wolverines, a lot of you know I grew up 
in Michigan, the Michigan Wolverines lost by one point to the Ohio State Buckeyes. 
We’re there watching the very end of it, I didn’t watch hardly any of the rest of the game, 
but we’re there at the end, my kids and I, and it goes right down to the last 30 seconds, a 
critical play. My daughter covers her eyes, the final deciding play of the game and she 
can’t bear to look at the screen and what happens? They have a chance to either tie or go 
for the win, tie and be sent into overtime or go for the win and they go for the win and 
they lose. But you see me up here, right? I’m laughing about it and there is something 
about that, being there with my children, and even the mild disappointment, it’s a joy. Do 
you know what I’m saying? It’s a gift. It’s one of his benefits that we read about right 
here in Psalm 103. I could go on all day talking about football, right? But all the joys, 
even sometimes the smaller joys that really become like the connective tissue in our 
relationships. 

As we reflected on Mrs. Aslin’s life this past week, the memorial service was a real 
blessing to those of us that were able to attend to hear the reflections back upon her life. 
It made me think an awful lot about spending a lot of time with Lucien and Tootsie. The 
Tootsie stories Todd was telling some things about Tootsie and French fries. Those of 
you that were there, you heard this. And the funny thing was how much she liked French 
fries but then at the same time, she’d turn it around, those of you that know Jerry and 
Bernie Grove, and she’d say, “Ah yeah, but when we go out and have French fries, Jerry 
always eats all mine.” That was part of their way, Lucien and Tootsie were like that. If 
you didn’t know them really well, you might even wonder if they were just picking on 
people but that wasn’t what they were doing. That was their way of just enjoying the 
people that cared about them and did them for them. It really was. Let’s remember, I 
appreciated what Rob said in his comments and testimony about Tootsie, is that those of 
us that knew them and those of us that spent time with them and took them places and 
whatever else, I think Rob may have asked this, was there ever a story that we didn’t hear 
at least twice? Rob was saying that especially Tootsie had a tendency to repeat herself. At 
the time, as some people, you could tend to kind of become maybe a tad impatient with 
that but the exhortation that Rob gave to us was that that in itself is a gift. To hear an 
elderly person repeat a story means that we have the more an opportunity to make sure 
we get it right, we get it down and we’d be able to hear from their heart and why they 
want to tell that story.

My whole point, and I know it’s been a long one, that all of those are gifts. They’re gifts 
from our gracious, caring, compassionate Father. So many different ways we could go 
with this. I think of Paul and Carole with us today. The joy of celebrating with a dear 
brother and sister in Christ 50 years of married life. That’s no small accomplishment. It’s 
an evidence of real effort and commitment as well as God’s grace. I was talking to Carole 
yesterday, I hope she doesn’t mind me passing this along, how she said, “You know, we 
never could have made it without God’s help and his grace.” And she’s right. This is no 
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small thing. Fifty years of being married to the same person and to celebrate that and to 
be able to take part in that and share that joy with people, that also, I just want to make 
sure we hang together on this, that also is a gift. It’s one of his benefits. It’s a great big 
benefit for Paul and Carole but it’s a benefit to the rest of us. Don’t minimize, don’t 
overlook every little and every seemingly little, each and every opportunity to experience 
and to take part in the joy that God has bestowed upon us.

Along with this, I won’t have you turn there, but Psalm 19 says that “the earth and all it 
contains does,” what? The heavens do what? “They declare, they proclaim loud and clear 
the glory of God.” The goodness of our Creator God. All of our pleasurable life 
experiences, they are not ends in themselves. Let’s just make sure we meditate on this 
today, all the things that I have cited here largely from a personal perspective. All of it 
are gifts from his hand for sure but they’re not meant to be ends of themselves. They are 
pointers. They are signs to actually draw our attention back to the giver. So much 
attention is given to Thanksgiving as far as being thankful for this and for that, well, let’s 
just challenge ourselves as being thankful is all about lifting up our hearts in humble 
gratitude to the giver of the gift. It’s not our focus and preoccupation with the gifts 
themselves.

Think about this: all these blessings are pointers and signs. If you’re on your way to a 
destination, maybe a long road trip, some of our number traveled over Thanksgiving and 
as you drive on the highway and you’re looking at the highway sign, how often do you 
just get all warm and fuzzy about seeing a sign, even a highway sign. How much do you 
marvel over it? You look at it and it tells you which direction to go and that’s what all 
these gifts do. There are arrows, if you will, imprinted upon all of these life joys and they 
direct us back straight up to God. They point to his creating power, his provision, the 
multiplicity of his beauty and his designs to actually take in all of the manifold variety in 
creation. To be a bird watcher or into trees or gardening or whatever it is that is kind of 
your thing to do, whatever it is, to be able to step back and say, “Wow! What an 
incredible Master designer.” And his wisdom in everything including the joys as well as 
the troubles that do creep into our lives.

1. The luster of life. 2. The problem of pain. Let’s be honest and we gave attention to this 
the last couple of weeks, not all of life is an undisputed joy, right? If you haven’t said 
“Amen” in the message so far, you probably could say “Amen” now. There is much pain 
that is to be experienced in this life. There just is. There is pain and sorrow and grief 
throughout this world of ours. Again, the rather smaller stuff like ongoing stream of bad 
news about Obamacare. I’m not trying to lift this up as some major controversial 
discussion but if you pay any attention to the news, there is one bad piece of bad news 
about the government instituted newly instated government health care almost every day. 
It’s like why can’t it be any better than that?

Or turmoil and strife and bloodshed the world over. All of what’s going on in Syria, the 
Christians are being so mercilessly targeted. The typhoon in the Philippines. Everywhere 
you look, especially if you look at the news or the front pages of the newspapers, 
everywhere you look there is a reminder of not just human trouble but oftentimes it’s just 
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unimaginable. If we hadn’t had the details just drawn out right in front of us, we would 
hardly believe it. We’re coming on just less than two weeks it will be our one year 
anniversary of the terrible, the unspeakable almost tragedy of the Sandy Hook shooting in 
Connecticut. What’s noteworthy is that they’ve spent just about a full year of 
investigating everything about that terrible, terrible tragedy. I’m not going to go into any 
of this detail but one of the biggest conclusions about this is that they have all these 
details and they have hardly anything, as far as a significant substantial answer, as to why 
a young 20 year old man named Adam Lanza, would commit such a heinous crime. They 
have no idea and that in itself is the kind of – really, when you stop and think about it – 
painful piece of news and report when you stop and consider. 

So many people they want to know why pain and suffering everywhere we look. These 
things happen, though, to waken us to the reality of constant suffering and brokenness in 
our world. The world of nature has fallen from God’s originally created order of it and do 
you need any more proof of that? It’s all around us. 

It’s around us even today as we examine our own human hearts. I know, in reflecting 
again upon knowing and being near and being with Lucien and Tootsie, I remember 
Lucien’s latter years, a good number of them, he just wasn’t able to get around. That was 
real suffering for him and he was always so accustomed to fixing things, doing stuff, 
being on his feet and he couldn’t walk for the last several years, at least. A lot of 
suffering and grief they went through, both of them, as many of you know that knew 
them, they lost two children in early childhood. I believe one was two years old when he 
passed and the other was four and the grief they went through with this. After Lucien 
passed away, Tootsie’s grief, some of you would have had the occasion to witness this, I 
know I did. And even in ways in which nobody would imagine or know. If you weren’t 
right there, close and up front, to be able to see how she suffered, it’s a hard and terrible 
reality to lose your very own spouse of 60+ years. And just six days ago, we’re 
assembled and we remember the unsettling brevity of human life. 

Before we know it, our sister was elderly but at the same time, before we know it, life is 
gone and with a lot of these things, if we’re honest, we look at a terrible injustice here or 
a horrible human tragedy over there and as we look and as we behold it, we can easily 
say, if we’re honest, we look at a time of great evil and we should exclaim, “That is not 
the way it’s supposed to be! That is evil for sure!” And it raises, really both of these 
categories, the luster of life and the problem of pain, it raises the question, “Well, what is 
the meaning behind it all?” and this is really where Solomon was going in the entire book 
of Ecclesiastes. He’s raising all these questions up, even what sounds like just a never-
ending stream of depressed reflections. He’s raising all that up to try to get people to 
wrestle through and to fight through what the bottom line answers are and what the 
meaning to it all is. 

And the only answer and I’m going to go through this rather quickly here, the only 
answer to both of these, the luster of life, where do these joys come from? And they are 
real, undisputed joys no matter how big or how small they may seem to be to other 
people, they are real joys and they are a reminder of God’s gracious, all providing, 

Page 9 of 11



compassionate hand as Creator, as well as covenant Father to his children. Who God is, 
what he must be like to put us in such a bountiful and fruitful, joyful world. 

What about the other stuff? What about the bad stuff? Well, what is your answer to 
people? And we get this all the time, people want to know from you, and let’s be really 
clear about this, people that don’t know Christ but they know you and they want to know 
why you believe what you do and what is invariably one of the biggest objections that 
they have to what you believe about Christ and the gospel and the Bible: how could a 
good God allow all these terrible unspeakable evil things happen to our world of 
humanity? They want to know that. Don’t get yourself off the hook with this and you’re 
like, “Well, I don’t know what to say.” Well, you’ve got to know. You need to learn 
enough and to know enough from Scripture and to be able to have such a handle on the 
gospel and how it relates to everything in our world to be able to give them an answer. 
You may not be able to give it in just the way that somebody else can, but you need to 
have an answer. And the truth is, the world is full of evil as it is because we have, it 
shows us, it reminds us, how we have violated God and any other answer than that is not 
the answer. It just doesn’t do justice with the magnitude of suffering and the magnitude 
of how much we have willfully and by nature gone against our holy, pure and perfect 
Creator God.

Lastly, 3. is the answer in that the gospel, it tells us and shows us that he is speaking. 2 
Corinthians 4, says this, it’s the earlier section than what we’ve looked at the last two 
weeks, speaks of the gospel that shines to people’s hearts. The truth is that God is 
speaking and he’s reaching down to deliver us from the evil that we know is in the world 
and if we’re honest with ourselves and before God, we know that that evil, some measure 
of that evil, is in our very own hearts as well. To answer all of it and to address the evil 
that is in the world, he sent his only Son, perfect, pure and bright with the glory of 
heaven. He sent him into a sin-sick and wretched world of humanity and that gospel 
continues to shine.

If you’re here today and you know of the gospel but you have never truly received it, 
God, according to what Paul says in Corinthians as well as the whole Bible says that is 
shining the gospel to you and if you have ears to hear it and eyes to see it, open up your 
heart and fully embrace and realize that he went, not just down to earth for you, he went 
all the way to a despicable and wretched, atrocious Roman cross for you. He did it for 
you and if you haven’t come to accept that today, the gospel is shining out for you to see 
it, for you to humble yourself before God, to confess yourself as the sinner that you truly 
are before him and to accept by faith that he took it all. He took all of your sin and all of 
the Father’s wrath for you. He did.

Having said all of this, the last point is that for those of us that have come to Christ with 
the joys, the luster of life, as well as the pain that we will continue to experience as his 
people, at the same time, the rest of the journey is a joyful one. The joyful journey. Psalm 
116:15, I had the privilege of sharing this at Tootsie’s graveside service. We just read the 
verse as part of our little time together there. Do you know what it says? We were there 
gathered in the chapel of St. Joseph’s cemetery in Chelmsford, remembering that bodily 
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she is no longer with us and the Scripture says, “Precious,” precious, “in the sight of the 
LORD is the death of his people.” Even that final journey out of this body to the very 
presence of God, that thing that all of us, without helping it, we dread it. We don’t know 
all of what it entails. Even for believing people, we have a certain amount of fear and 
trepidation of it, yet at the same time, the Bible makes it so clear that it’s precious. 

Be reminded of that today, Revelation 14:13 says, “Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord.” Now, if death is a joyful journey and it is, the rest of our lives to get to that final 
point, most certainly is as well.

Let’s all close in prayer.
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