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Message: Grace to Receive an Inheritance with Christ
Text:        1 Peter 1:1-4

Introduction

  A.  On Thanksgiving holiday weekend we are encouraged to remember all of the blessings we have received
and to be thankful.  Many simply say they are thankful, some not to anyone in particular, some to family
members, some to various gods.

  B.  But Christians are encouraged to be thankful to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and to bless
His Name for His blessing us in Christ Jesus, for those He has blessed to be His children, He will bless 
with a future inheritance of grace and peace in fullest measure.

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by 2

the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be

yours in the fullest measure.

      1.  Yes, we have grace and peace from God our Father now, but not in “fullest measure.”

Romans 5:1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Ephesians 2:5  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you

have been saved), 

  1 John 3:2   Beloved, now  we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.

      2.  So when will receive this grace in fullest measure?

1 Peter 1:13 ... fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

      3.  What is this future grace and peace (wholeness) we will receive in fullest measure at Christ’s return?

I.  Believers have been born again as God’s children to receive an eternal inheritance from God.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain 4

an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

  A.  A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children.

Proverbs 13:22  A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children ....

  B.  How much more will our good God leave an inheritance to His children for whom He sacrificed His only
begotten Son.  

Romans 8:32   He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him

freely give us all things? 

  C.  But what is this inheritance that will not perish, not be defiled, not fade away?  It is not a car or house, for    
  those will turn to rust and dust.  It was not the land of Israel, for it was defiled and laid waste.

Isaiah 24:3  The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this word.

Jeremiah 2:7  "... But you came and defiled My land, and My inheritance you made an abomination. 



II.  Our eternal inheritance is God Himself.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain an 4

inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

  A.  The prophetic, Messianic Psalm 16 reveals that God was the inheritance of His Son.  This was the    
inheritance to which Jesus looked forward.  This was the joy set before Him that enabled Him to endure  
the cross. This same joy enables believers to endure present suffering for future glory in His presence.

Psalm 16:5   The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You support my lot.  The lines have fallen 6

to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my inheritance is beautiful to me. ...  You will make known to me the path of  11

life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

John 17:5   "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the

world was. 

      1.  The 16  psalm uses metaphors drawn from the inheritance of land apportioned by lot to the tribes ofth

Israel.

Psalm 16:5   The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You support my lot.  The lines have fallen 6

to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my inheritance is beautiful to me. 

Joshua 18:2  There remained among the sons of Israel seven tribes who had not apportioned their inheritance.

...  "You shall describe the land in seven portions, and bring the description here to me. I will cast lots for you 6

here before the LORD our God. 

  B.  God, in His grace, provides Himself as the inheritance of all of His sons and daughters. The Scriptures
speak of God’s people inheriting the earth, salvation, eternal life, God’s kingdom, but these are all
attendant blessings of inheriting God Himself, just as an adopted child who gets parents, gets to enjoy
their house, car, vacations - all that is theirs.

   Psalm 73:26   My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

   Lamentations 3:24  "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him."

Romans 8:17   and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with

Him so that we may also be glorified with Him . 

      1.  This was Christ’s desire for us.

John 17:24   "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may

see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 

      2.  We will receive our inheritance when Christ returns for us.

1 Thessalonians 4:16   For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel

and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be 17

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 

Colossians 3:3   For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, is 4

revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

      3.  In Revelation 21 with eyes of faith, see and savor our inheritance Christian.

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men,

and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them ,  and He will 4



wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning,

or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making 5

all things new." And He said, "W rite, for these words are faithful and true."  Then He said to me, "It is done. I am 6

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water

of life without cost.  "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 7

III.  Our inheritance of God is a living and not a dead hope.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain 4

an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

  A.  Our hope is not a dead hope.  If any of us hopes to be an NBA center with a multimillion dollar contract,
we would be clinging to a dead hope - ain’t gonna happen - ever.

  B.  Our hope is a living hope - it will come to pass, because the One to whom our hope is tied is living, risen
from the dead, and is coming back to bring us into the glory of the Father’s presence.

John 14:3    "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am,

there you may be also. 

Matthew 5:8   "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

IV.  Our inheritance of God Himself is a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain 4

an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

  A.  Christ inherited His Father in glory through God raising Him from the dead and seating Christ at His right 
hand.

Psalm 16:9   Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely.  For You will not 10

abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.  You will make known to me the 11

path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Acts 2:25   "For David says of Him, ...   'THEREFORE MY HEART W AS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED;26

MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO W ILL LIVE IN HOPE;  BECAUSE YOU W ILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO 27

HADES, NOR ALLOW  YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.  'YOU HAVE MADE KNOW N TO ME THE 28

W AYS OF LIFE; YOU W ILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS W ITH YOUR PRESENCE.'  "Brethren, I may 29

confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to

this day.  "And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SW ORN TO HIM W ITH AN OATH TO 30

SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,  he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the 31

Christ, that HE W AS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.  "This Jesus 32

God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 

  B.  Being born again by the indwelling Spirit of Christ, united with Him in His death, we shall also be united
with Him in His resurrection.

Romans 8:9   However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  If Christ is in you, though the body is dead 10

because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from 11

the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies

through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Ephesians 1:13   In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also

believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  who is given as a pledge of our 14

inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 



Application/Conclusion

  A.  We have much for which to be thankful to God in this present life, but even more reasons to be thankful for
what He has promised us in the future when Christ returns.

  B.  What Christ desires to be our response to the grace and peace He has stored up for us in fullest measure is   
made clear to us through Peter: Bless, adore, worship God; glorify God by enjoying Him, remain     
focused on living by faith in His image, don’t be intoxicated by the pleasures of this world, make     
inheriting the Lord our chief hope in this life.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the

grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

