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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith 
Chapter 4: Of Creation 
Part 2-3 
 
Part 2: After God had made all other creatures, he created (d) man, male and 
female, with (e) reasonable and immortal souls, rendering them fit unto that life to 
God for which they were created; being (f) made after the image of God, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness; having the law of God (g) written in 
their hearts, and power to fulfil it, and yet under a possibility of transgressing, 
being left to the liberty of their own will, which was (h) subject to change. 
 
After God had made all other creatures, he created (d) man, male and female, 
 
Reference 2d Genesis 1:27 
 

Genesis 1:24-31  24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, 
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  25  And God made 
the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  26  And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth.  27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them.  28  And God blessed them, and God said 
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth.  29  And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
seed; to you it shall be for meat.  30  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, 
and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
herb for meat: and it was so.  31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, 
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 
God’s command to man, male and female, was to bear fruit, and in doing so, multiply mankind 
upon the earth, replenishing it, subduing it, and having dominion over it. Mankind was not 
made to sit idle, but to work upon the earth, using what God had created in the earth to bring 
glory to God by following his command. By logic, male and female are required to accomplish all 
of these things. One or the other gender alone cannot accomplish God’s mandate.  
 

Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the 
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be 
inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else. 

 
God’s intention was for the earth, the whole earth, to be inhabited by his creation, from the skies 
to the oceans as evidenced in Genesis 1. The earth was not created to remain in its pristine state, 
it was meant to be populated, replenished, and subdued by mankind for God’s glory. 
 
he created (d) man, male and female, with (e) reasonable and immortal souls, 
rendering them fit unto that life to God for which they were created; 
 
Reference 2e Genesis 2:7 
 

Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
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No other creature of God’s making has their creation described in such detail, nor is there 
mention of God’s breath (spirit), nor of a living soul, being part of their creation. The animals 
were all formed of the seas or of the earth, but were without spirit or soul. Mankind is unique. 

 
Job 33:4  The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me 
life. 
 

God’s spirit doesn’t just give temporal life, but gives eternal life, to all mankind (elect and non-
elect both). 

 
Ezekiel 37:7-10  So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, 
and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.  8  And when I beheld, lo, 
the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was 
no breath in them.  9  Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.  10  So I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding 
great army. 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:7  Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it. 

 
The spirit given to mankind doesn’t end with death, but continues after earthly life is over, and 
returns to God for judgment. No other creature has this dual nature of both earth and spirit. 
Furthermore, God created the female of mankind from the male of mankind, so that there was a 
unique bond between males and females from the very beginning. 
 

Genesis 2:18-25  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him an help meet for him.  19  And out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to 
see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the 
name thereof.  20  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every 
beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.  21  And the 
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, 
and closed up the flesh instead thereof;  22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken 
from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23  And Adam said, This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.  24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  25  And they were both naked, the 
man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
 

Adam’s body was used, rather than the sea or the earth, to create woman. Their union in 
marriage and in procreation was representative of “one flesh”.  
 
John Gill on Genesis 2:24: “the union between them is so close, as if they were but one person, one 
soul, one body; and which is to be observed against polygamy, unlawful divorces, and all uncleanness, 
fornication, and adultery: only one man and one woman, being joined in lawful wedlock, have a right of 
copulation with each other, in order to produce a legitimate offspring, partaking of the same one flesh, as 
children do of their parents, without being able to distinguish the flesh of the one from the other, they 
partake of…” 
 
being (f) made after the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true 
holiness; 
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Reference 2f Ecclesiastes 7:29 and Genesis 1:26  
 

Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
 

God reveals his plurality and unity (the triune Godhead) in the creation of man. Mankind would 
look like God and would rule over everything that was in the earth by God’s decree.  

 
Ecclesiastes 7:29  Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they 
have sought out many inventions. 

 
The writers of the confession state that mankind was made in God’s likeness in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness. This was the state of mankind before their fall into sin in the 
Garden of Eden, by the deception of the serpent. 
 
having the law of God (g) written in their hearts, and power to fulfil it, and yet 
under a possibility of transgressing, 
 
Reference 2g Romans 2:14-15 
 

Romans 2:12-16  12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: 
and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  13  (For not the hearers of the 
law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.  14  For when the Gentiles, 
which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the 
law, are a law unto themselves:  15  Which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while 
accusing or else excusing one another;)  16  In the day when God shall judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

 
John Gill on Romans 2:15: “The moral law, in its purity and perfection, was written on the heart of 
Adam in his first creation; was sadly obliterated by his sin and fall; upon several accounts, and to answer 
various purposes, a system of laws was written on tables of stone for the use of the Israelites; and in 
regeneration the law is reinscribed on the hearts of God's people; and even among the Gentiles, and in 
their hearts, there are some remains of the old law and light of nature, which as by their outward conduct 
appears, so by the inward motions of their minds…” 
 
and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of their own 
will, which was (h) subject to change. 
 
The writers of the confession do not use the phrase “free will”, but rather “the liberty of their 
own will” to describe the God-created nature of mankind’s will, which sets mankind at liberty to 
choose. Mankind, though created in God’s image and likeness and capable of being holy and 
righteous, was also capable of being (at liberty to be) sinful. Mankind’s will, when God’s will is 
rejected, only leads to sinful actions. 
 
Reference 2h Genesis 3:6 
 

Genesis 3:1-6  1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden?  2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden:  3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  (Continued)  
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(Genesis 3:1-6 Continued) 4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  5  
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil.  6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and 
he did eat. 

 
So it is that the serpent, Satan, tempted mankind with the sin of pride and mankind fell from 
God’s grace and became aware of both good and evil. With sin, physical and spiritual death 
entered into history, and with them the necessity for redemption by sacrifice. Going forward, 
there was nothing any man or woman could do to redeem themselves from the sin debt owed to 
God. 
 
Part 3: Besides the law written in their hearts, they received (i) a command not to 
eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, which whilst they kept, they were 
happy in their communion with God, and had dominion (k) over the creatures. 
 
Besides the law written in their hearts, they received (i) a command not to eat of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
 
Reference 3i Genesis 2:17 
 

Genesis 2:15-17  15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it.  16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat:  17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 
The law, that is the commands of God, both positive and negative, were written in the hearts of 
Adam and Eve, and their consciences bore them witness to those commands as evidenced by 
Genesis 2:17 and 3:3. But, by their will, they rejected God’s commands and ate of the forbidden 
fruit. 
 
which whilst they kept, they were happy in their communion with God, and had 
dominion (k) over the creatures. 
 
Reference 3k Genesis 1:26-28 
 

Genesis 1:26-28 26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  27  So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  28  
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
 

Mankind made a choice which lead them to an unhappy state. In this state, they were still under 
the same commands of God, his law was still written in their hearts, but their sin and knowledge 
tainted their relationship with God and their relationship with God’s creation. They now 
desperately needed redemption from sin through Jesus Christ and sanctification from sin 
through the Holy Ghost. God foreknew and before creation had established a plan to restore 
mankind to a right state before him. The only hope for mankind was and is God. 
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Ephesians 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of 
his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. 


