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KJV – Revelation 22:18-21 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 50 

 

Introduction: 

     It is of great significance to note that the Bible closes with an affirmation of its 
truthfulness. If one does not hold to the truth of the first book of this sacred text, then they 
are not going to able to grasp the last  book of the Revelation as it brings the Bible to a close 
here in chapter 22.  

     We can trust Scripture, it is sometimes that our understanding of this Scripture that 
becomes dim and cloudy because of our pour discernment. However God’s Word is 
inherent and infallible because it is inspired (God breathed), and it can be trusted.  

II Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

     Each and every word of this book was given by the Sovereign breath of Almighty God. 
We know this from the text: “These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy 
prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 
Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book” 
(Revelation 22:6-7). This is the only book in the Bible that begins with a blessing and ends 
in a blessing and these words are faithful and true.  

     They must not be sealed up, or shied away from, but they must be proclaimed as the 
angel told John in Revelation 22:6 - And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 

      Sinners are to be called to respond to the warnings in the Word of the living God 
through and by the proclamation of that word. This book gives them the final warnings of 
the response. Through His Word they are called to repent or to sufferer the final and 
ultimate consequences for rebellion against the One True Living God.  
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     All of these prophecies will come to pass, both the blessings of the beloved and those 
foretold of the rebellious rebels. Proclaiming this terrifying truth should drive one to seek 
Christ and to escape the wrath to come.  

     Because the natural man loves darkness rather than light, this will not always be the 
case. We are not told to save people, we are commended to proclaim the Word of His 
Salvation. This means all of it, yes even this last and final book because there is a clear 
warning in here that we must all take heed to.  

Revelation 22:18-21 

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. 

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

     It is here in this final chapter of the canon of our Scripture that mankind is not only 
admonished to heed to the Word of God, but he is clearly warned not to tamper with God’s 
Word in anyway. We are told not to add to or to subtract from the Word of God. This 
warning contained here in the final chapter of the last book of the Bible would suggest that 
this application is for the entire Bible and not just this book. For this was the final 
disclosure of God’s divine Revelation unto mankind until the LORD Jesus returns. God  is 
serious about this, and the LORD means business here.  
 
Revelation 22:18 

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

     The LORD Jesus Christ offers extended testimony on the authority and the finality of this 
prophecy book here. Even though the Apostle John was commissioned to write this book 
Christ puts His authority upon this text as being the source of authority of these writings 
and closes with a warning.  
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     These are not the first such warnings given to us within the Scriptures: 
 
Deuteronomy 4:2 – Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you. 

Proverbs 30:5-6 – Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in 
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

Jeremiah 26:2 – Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all 
the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I command 
thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word. 
 
     In the book of Jeremiah chapter 36, Jeremiah gives us the remarkable illustration of the 
wicked king of Judah named Jehoiakim, who dared to tamper with the Word of God. He did 
not seem to care for the truths contained within the prophecies that had been written by 
Jeremiah. He did not add to these words, but he certainly did take away from God’s words.  
 
Jeremiah 36:23-24 

23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the 
penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the 
fire that was on the hearth. 

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants 
that heard all these words. 

      Because of his stiff-necked rebellious attitude toward to Word of God, God commanded 
Jeremiah - And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast 
burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall 
certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? 

30 Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to 
the frost. 

31 And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon 
them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I 
have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. 

     So my friends God is serious about the warnings against tampering with His Word.  
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Revelation 22:18-19 

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 

     God reminds all that the person who adds to His written Word will suffer the judgments 
of this book. God’s Word is not subject to change or further development. It is not subject to 
further revelatory data.  

It is final! – “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter, 1:19-21). 

     Those who claim they get additional messages from God, other than the written 
Scriptures, had better think very seriously about this warning. Revelatory gifts have ceased. 
 
Revelation 22:19: 

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 

     The person who subtracts from God’s written Word will not be in the His glorious 
eternity. This is not a verse to support the Armenian view that one can lose their salvation 
after they have been eternally redeemed. But this is a clear indicator to point out those who 
take God at His Word, they will not have a desire to add to or take away from this book 
given by The Spirit, because that same Spirit is living in them.  

     No true believer would ever deliberately tamper with the Scripture. Those who know 
and love God, love His Word and they will treat His Word with the utmost reverence and 
fear. This verse should remind us that those who change God’s Word, should be marked, 
because maybe they’re just not who or what they say they are. A true believer loves God’s 
Word: 

Psalm 119:97 – O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. 

Psalm 119:113 – I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love. 
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Psalm 119:163 – I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love. 

Psalm 119:167 – My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly. 

John 14:23 - Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

     A true believer delights in the Word of God: 

Psalm 119:70 – Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law. 
 
Psalm 119:77 – Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my 
delight. 
 
Psalm 119:92 – Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine 
affliction. 
 
Psalm 119:174 – I have longed for thy salvation, O LORD; and thy law is my delight. 
 
Psalm 1:1-2 

1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

     Now all this does not mean that a true believer will never make errors in judgment or 
even mistakenly interpret Scripture incorrectly or inadequately. The LORD’s warning here 
is addressed to those who deliberate falsify, misinterpret and misrepresent the Word of 
God.  
 
     These are those which Paul denounced as peddlers of the Word of God. “For we are not 
as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God 
speak we in Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:17). 
 
     Dr. John MacArthur states: “Revelation and the rest of Scripture are true, and the 
redeemed will believe the Bible, guard the Bible, love the Bible, and obey the Bible. That 
Scripture speaks truly when it describes the joys of heaven and the terrors of hell should 
motivate sinners to heed God’s gracious call to salvation” (MacArthur, 2006).  
 

Revelation 22:20 

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. 
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     He which testified these things saith; my friend this One who speaks is the Christ, the 
great I am, the Amen. “Jesus Christ who testified of all of these things says, “I am coming 
quickly.” It may be morning, may be noon, may be evening, but it will be soon” (Thompson, 
2013). Three times in this closing chapter the LORD reminds us that He is coming quickly.  
 
     John responds as all believers should respond - Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The LORD’s last 
words here seem like such a very, very long time to us. Nearly 2,000 years ago He spoke 
this promise to John for us. 20 centuries long, His bride has awaited His soon coming return 
in glory, yet to Him it is but a blink of an eye, 2 days.  
 
2 Peter 3:8-9 

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 

     At any moment He could appear for His bride. Cleaving the heavens open with a shout, 
the voice of the archangel and the trump of God to receive His saints, His bride, those whom 
He has redeemed by His own blood and purged our sins. Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
John closes his letter.  
 
Revelation 22:20-21 

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. 

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

     John closes this book with a mention and final reference to God’s Amazing Grace. 
Because all of this is by His grace for His glory.  

Romans 11:36 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

     It is only through and by His Sovereign grace we are made to know this, and to love Him 
more and more. Save to serve Him, honor Him, praise Him and glorify His name, forever 
and ever, Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  


