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Message #45              Matthew 12:38-50 

 

When Jesus Christ was here on earth, very few believed in Him.  As we come to this section of 

Scripture, most people around Him don’t believe on Him.  So Christ takes this opportunity to set 

forth this important principle: 

 

THOSE WHO ARE CLOSELY RELATED TO JESUS CHRIST ARE THOSE WHO  

 BELIEVE  IN HIM AND NOT THOSE WHO LOOK FOR A SIGN FROM HIM. 

 

Now I want you to notice how verse 38 begins with the adverb “then.”  This connects us to the 

preceding context in which the scribes and Pharisees are telling people that Jesus Christ is 

satanic.  Their goal is not to come to terms with truth; their goal is to discredit Him and to get rid 

of Him.  Now there are three stinging messages that Christ sends to all around Him. 

 

STINGING MESSAGE #1 – Those who seek for a sign are  evil .  12:38-42 

 

The scribes and Pharisees were sign-seekers.  I want you to carefully notice how they identify 

Christ in verse 38–as “a teacher” (anarthrous construction, not articular).  The Greek indicates 

that they saw Him as the character and quality of a teacher, not as “the” teacher of God.  They 

are living a lie when they say, “If I could just see a sign, I would believe.”  Christ had already 

performed many miracles and they absolutely refused to believe.  Now carefully notice Christ’s 

response: 

 

(Response #1) - Those who  continually  (present tense) seek a sign are evil and adulterous.   

                             12:39a 

 

This is how God views sign-seekers.  Those who are not content with hearing and understanding 

the Word of God, but go to church to see some sensational sign or have some emotional exper-

ience are evil and adulterous. 

 

(Response #2) - Those who are seeking a sign will  not  get one.  12:39b 

 

Jesus said you can seek signs all you want, but I won’t give you one. 

 

(Response #3) - The only sign any will get is the sign of  Jonah .  12:39c-40 

 

Now this is important news to Israel.  Jonah is the only O.T. prophet who was given an 

assignment to go to a Gentile land to the capital of Assyria, who was dominating Israel, and 

preach to Nineveh.  Before Jonah went to Nineveh to preach, he ended up in a great fish’s belly 

for three days and three nights.   

 

Jesus said if you want a sign, here it is: I will rise up from the dead in three days and I will take 

my program to the Gentiles.  In other words, the sign to Israel, which is still operative to this day, 

is that Christ arose from the dead and the program of God went to the Gentiles. 
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(Response #4) - At the judgment, many Gentiles will  condemn  many from Israel.  12:41-42 

 

Now there are two specific examples that Christ uses to bring home a sober point–you will be 

judged to hell as unbelievers by Gentiles who were believers: 

 

Gentile Judge #1 - Israel will be judged by the  Gentiles  of Nineveh.  12:41 
 

The people of Nineveh repented through preaching.  When Jonah preached to Nineveh, the city 

repented.  At the Great White Throne Judgment, those unbelievers of Israel will see those 

believers from Nineveh and the Israeli unbelievers will be condemned. 

 

A preacher far greater than Jonah was preaching–Jesus Christ.  The Word was preaching the 

Word and it didn’t faze most in Israel. 

 

Gentile Judge #2 - Israel will be judged by the  Queen  of Sheba.  12:42 
 

An Arabian, Gentile queen from Sheba came to faith in the O.T. through the teachings of 

Solomon (I Kings 10:1-13; II Chron. 9:1-12).  Jesus was far greater than Solomon and His 

teachings were much more profound and Israel rejected Him.  Therefore, Gentiles would judge 

them. 

 

STINGING MESSAGE #2 – Those who reject Christ are  demonic .  12:43-45 

 

Demons fled from the presence of Jesus Christ.  However, those who did not believe in Christ 

would discover that eventually the demonic forces would come back sevenfold. 
 

The program of God has swung away from Israel today, but she is not responding to Jesus 

Christ.  When the Tribulation occurs, demons will invade Israel and it will be a terrible time of 

persecution. 

 

STINGING MESSAGE #3 – Those who are really related to Christ are those who  believe  in 

                                                     Christ.  12:46-50 
 

We know that several of Christ’s own family members though He was out of His mind (Mark 

3:21).  We also know that many in His own family did not believe in Him before He was raised 

(John 7:5). 

 

Jesus said I’ll tell you who my real family is; those that do my Father’s will and believe in Me. 

 

The Father sent the Son to make it possible for the nation Israel to have the necessary righteous-

ness to get into the kingdom.  But the nation rejected Him. 

 

It is a hard thing to admit that you love faithful people of God more than your own brothers, 

sisters, mother or father, sons or daughters.  But it is true.  No religion or family relationship will 

make you right before God; only faith in Jesus Christ. 


