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(Yod) 
 

73) Your hands made me and   77) May Your compassion come 
      fashioned me; Give me         to me that I may live, For Your 
      understanding, that I may         law is my delight. 
      learn Your commandments.  78) May the arrogant be ashamed, 
74) May those who fear You         for they subvert me with a lie; 
      see me and be glad,         But I shall meditate on Your precepts. 
      Because I wait for Your word.  79) May those who fear You 
75) I know, O Lord, that Your        turn to me, Even those who know 
      judgments are righteous,         Your testimonies. 
      And that in faithfulness   80) May my heart be blameless in 
      You have afflicted me.         in Your statutes, That I may not  
76) O may Your lovingkindness        be ashamed. 
      comfort me, According to    
      Your word to Your servant.   

 
We come now to our tenth eight verse section of Psalm 119, which of course is the tenth letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet, which is the letter “y.”  The more we study this Psalm the more amazing it 
is.  It is truly a Psalm dedicated to exalting and magnifying the Word of God and the God 
of the Word. 
 
Now this particular part of the Psalm is that which clearly acknowledges that everything connec-
ted to those who love God and His Word and those who don’t is clearly part of the sovereignty 
of God.  God’s Word reveals God is in sovereign control of everything and that point is stressed 
in this tenth section. 
 
Verse 73 opens with the statement that the hands of God “made us” and “fashioned us.”  Those 
words teach us that God is personally involved in ordaining and designing the life of every 
human being.   
 
Those same words are used in Deuteronomy 32:6 and they speak of the fact that God sovereignly 
made and established Israel.  This thought that God has made and fashioned Israel was used by 
Moses as a basis for challenging Israel to turn from their rebellion and corruption back into a true 
relationship with Him. 
 
The word “made” refers specifically to something God has sovereignly done or made (The 
Brown Driver Briggs Hebrew Lexicon, p. 793).  The word “fashioned” is one that refers to 
actually arranging or firmly establishing something in its existence (Ibid., p. 465).   
 
Now when the writer says, “Your hands,” he is actually saying that God Personally made him 
and brought him into existence and gave him everything he has.  It is this grasp of the sover-
eignty of God that caused him to focus on God’s written Word and lead him to his convictions 
which he presents in the remaining verses. 
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The primary point of this section is this: 
 
GOD’S WRITTEN WORD REVEALS THAT EVERYTHING WE ARE A ND EVERY-
THING WE HAVE AND EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IS SOVERE IGNLY 
CONTROLLED BY GOD, AND THEREFORE ONLY GOD IS IN A P OSITION TO 
SOVEREIGNLY CHANGE THINGS REGARDING HIS PEOPLE. 
 
There is no question that a critical theme of the Bible is the sovereignty of God.  It is presented 
in both the O.T. and the N.T. that God is the One who made us (Job 10:3; Ps. 100:3; 139:13-14; 
Col. 1:16). 
 
Now it is with this high and holy perspective of the sovereignty of God that the remaining conv-
ictions are presented.  These requests and statements come from this as a basis.  If one does not 
acknowledge the sovereignty of God in all things, one will certainly not acknowledge God’s 
sovereignty in being able to change things. 
 
Now there are eight convictions presented here by the writer about God that are all based 
on the fact that God made him and fashioned him and all based on what he saw in the 
written Word of God. 
 
CONVICTION #1 –  God can give one an understanding of His Word.  119:73 
 
Regardless of how scholarly one thinks he/she is, the fact is only God can give a true under-
standing to His Word.  It is clear that it is not enough to be created by God, but we also need to 
be instructed by God. 
 
The ability to grasp and understand God’s Word is an ability that must come from God and we 
must always ask God to give us this ability (Prov. 2:3; Matt. 13:10-13; Heb. 5:11-6:3).  The God 
who designed us is the same God who can give us the ability to understand His Word. 
 
CONVICTION #2 – God can turn those who fear Him to think favorably about one who loves 
                                       God’s Word.  119:74 
 
God has the sovereign power to change people’s perspectives of us.  God can turn people’s 
minds to realize there is one who is very serious about God and His Word.  God has the power to 
make people glad about this.   
 
Now the writer does not ask that God would do this to God-mocking skeptics; but to those who 
fear God.  Who cares what God-mocking skeptics think?  What really matters is the thinking of 
those who fear the Lord.   
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CONVICTION #3 – God has a righteous purpose for everything that afflicts His people.   
                                       119:75 
 
God is very much aware of affliction that comes against His people.  There is no such thing as 
chance affliction.  Every judgment, every affliction comes directly from the sovereign hand of  
a sovereign God. 
 
Our tendency can be to think that God is really faithful when He prevents affliction; but what 
wise people of the Word realize is that God is faithful when He permits it also.  Any judgment 
God makes is righteous.  If He permits His people to be afflicted, it is due to His faithfulness to 
His people.  Everything comes from the sovereign hand of God (Eccl. 7:14; Job 2:10). 
 
Our development in righteousness demands both positive and negative things and God is 
sovereign over both. 
 
CONVICTION #4 – God has comforting grace and mercy that can minister to His people. 
                                       119:76 
 
If God, in His sovereignty, permits or causes grief, He will also administer compassion  
(Lam. 3:32).   
 
In the previous verse the writer acknowledges that the sovereignty of God afflicted him, but in 
this verse he acknowledges that it is the sovereignty of God that will comfort him.  There is no 
question that one reason why God lets us be afflicted is so that we may experience His comfort-
ing grace and mercy (II Cor. 1:3-10).   
 
CONVICTION #5 – God can grant compassion and life revival to one who has been afflicted. 
                                       119:77 
 
Now carefully observe the source of comforting compassion; delighting in the Word of God. 
It is the Word of God that puts life back into people. 
 
God’s compassion and grace can cause us to live again even after we have failed and strayed.  
People who experience this compassion delight in the Word of God.  They delight in the Word  
of God for one thing because they learn about the grace and compassion and forgiveness of God 
in the Word.  Secondly, once they have experienced this, they continue to delight in the Word of 
God.  They want to learn more and more. 
 
People who love the Word of God are alive in their relationship with God.  They may not be 
perfect, but they are alive.  They experience the compassion of God and the grace of God and 
they have learned about this in the Word of God.   
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CONVICTION #6 – God can bring to shame arrogant liars who subvert His faithful people. 
                                      119:78 
 
People who are proud and arrogant are the people who will give God’s faithful people the most 
difficult time in life.  This is especially true when it comes to religious things.  Proud and arro-
gant people do subversive things against those who are truly right with God. 
 
The word “subvert” is one that means to twist, to distort or to curve (William Gesenius, Hebrew 
Lexicon, p. 611).  Proud and arrogant people twist and distort truth and actually spread lies.  The 
Word of God has very strong warnings against those who are the enemies of His people.  In fact, 
this book of Psalms presents several warnings–Ps. 6:10; 31:17; 35:4, 26; 83:17. 
 
Over and over again the Word of God warns that one day the proud and arrogant that did harm-
ful things to His true people will be ashamed and judged.   
 
Those who afflict God’s people by arrogantly twisting and distorting reality into lies will 
discover there will come a day when God will track them down and they will be ashamed. 
 
CONVICTION #7 – God can cause those who fear Him to turn favorably to one who knows  
                                       and loves His Word.  119:79 
 
There are three realities brought out here about one who is truly godly: 
 
(Reality #1) - A truly godly person is God-fearing. 
 
(Reality #2) - A truly godly person is right-turning. 
 
(Reality #3) - A truly godly person is Bible-knowing. 
 
Those who are godly fear God. 
Those who are godly turn to others who are godly.  They are with them and support them. 
Those who are godly have a common passion to know God’s Word. 
 
So when we are surrounded by arrogant people who are distorting truth, it is good to know that 
there is a remnant who fears God and does not distort truth; they desire to fellowship with others 
who are the same and they love the Word of God. 
 
I find it extremely interesting that the people the writer wants around him are people who fear 
God and who love the Word.  He is not interested in having the support of light fluffy people. 
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CONVICTION #8 – God can create a blameless heart in His servant so he will not be ashamed. 
                                      119:80 
 
God can make a heart blameless in regard to His Word.  In other words, God can so work in a 
person’s heart that he lines up his life with the Scriptures to the point that he will not be 
ashamed.  A blameless heart is one that is right with God in the sense that it is given to truth so 
that there is no valid accusation that may be made against the person.  It does not mean the 
person is sinless; but he deals honestly with the sin in view of God’s Word. 
 
Proud and arrogant people will be put to shame, but the person who fears God and loves His 
Word will never be put to shame. 
 
PRACTICAL THOUGHTS: 
 
1. God is sovereign over everything that is presently happening in our world. 
2. God will sovereignly permit affliction to be in our world. 
3. When we find ourselves in affliction, we need to be people of prayer. 
4. When we find ourselves in affliction, we need to be people of the Word. 
5. We should stay focused on God’s Word and let Him track our enemies down. 
6. When we have been afflicted, we can know we will be comforted. 
7. God will always topple those who are proud and arrogant in His time and His way. 
8. God can so work in our hearts that we will not end up being ashamed. 


