
LAW VERSUS GRACE (23) 
 

The reason these two doctrines are so critically connected is because no one will ever reach the 
goal of Christ-likeness without a faith that depends on the Holy Spirit, not life by law codes. 
 
QUESTION #13 – What are the key differences between Israel and the Church?  
 
There are many differences between Israel and the Church, which are critical to understanding  
distinctions between law and grace.  Here we may present six: 
 
Difference #1 - The promises to Israel are earthly; promises to the Church are heavenly. 
 
Difference #2 - One becomes an Israelite by physical birth; one becomes a Christian by  
                           spiritual birth. 
 
Difference #3 - Israel is waiting for the Revelation (Jer. 23:5-8) of Jesus Christ; the Church is 
                           waiting for the Rapture by Jesus Christ (I Thess. 4:13-18). 
 
Difference #4 - At Christ’s earthly reign, Israel is subject to her King (Ezek. 37:21-28); the 
                           Church is reigning with the King (Rev. 20:6). 
 
Difference #5 - O.T. Israel had a priesthood and the N.T. Church is a priesthood  
                           (I Pet. 2:9-10; Rev. 1:4-6). 
 
Difference #6 - Israel is classified by God as an unfaithful wife (Jer. 3:14, 20; Ezek. 15:1-59; 
                           Is. 54:1-10); the Church is classified by God as a spotless bride (II Cor. 11:2; 
                           Rev. 19:7-9). 
 
Since we have already demonstrated that the O.T. law was for Israel (pp. 12-13), it is very clear 
that Israel and the Church cannot be under the same system of Divine government for they are 
two separate, distinct and different systems. 
 
As we consider the matter further, we may observe that the plans, purposes and actions of God 
vary, depending on what it is God is out to accomplish.  For example, the purpose of God in the 
O.T. was to save a nation, whereas the purpose of God in the N.T. is to save individuals.  God’s 
present purpose and plan during the Grace Age is not national, but individual (Acts 15:13-15; 
Rom. 11:25-26). 
 
Many believers are totally misguided and very confused about this truth and invest much of their 
lives, including their work and money, trying to save a nation when they really ought to be 
focused on praying for individuals and trying to communicate the Gospel to their neighbors next 
door (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 2 Tim. 4:5). 
 
The purpose of God for His church (emphasis on the local church) is to develop within itself in 
purity so that God might eventually present it as holy and blameless (Eph. 5:26-27).  The 
purpose of the church is not to change society or judge sinners outside the family of God (I Cor. 
5:12-13).  Our goal is to mature and develop at church so that we may go out and reach indivi-
duals, so we might build up the body of Jesus Christ (Eph. 4:11-12).   
 



LAW VERSUS GRACE (24) 
 
We all have different gifts and abilities given by God and our job is to hone and develop those 
gifts so we may help build up the body. 
 
QUESTION #14 – What is the Kingdom?  
 
As we have seen in our study of Law versus Grace, we have a distinct period of time when God’s 
governmental system is Law, a distinct period of time when God’s governmental system is Grace 
and a distinct period of time when God’s governmental system will be the Kingdom.  This King-
dom will be very distinct from Law and from Grace.  It is critical that these three systems be 
recognized or else one will misinterpret many passages of Scripture and do great damage to 
sound doctrine and true theology. 
 
The Kingdom is a literal period of time of 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1-7), in which Jesus Christ 
is physically on earth reigning over the entire world in total righteousness and in which 
time Israel has all of her wonderful O.T. promises fulfilled.   This Kingdom Age will be an 
age in which all mankind will realize the righteous reign of Jesus Christ and will honor Him and 
His special nation Israel. 
 
It is important for the church to realize that this Kingdom will not be ushered in by a gradual 
process of world improvement (II Tim. 3:1-9; Rev. 9:20-21; 13:5-8; 17:1-6).  It will be 
ushered in by Divine and dramatic force (Rev. 19:11-21). 
 
QUESTION #15 – What are the time divisions of these three systems?  
 
The system of the Law was separated from the system of Grace by the first coming of Jesus 
Christ (John 1:14, 17).  The system of Grace will be separated from the system of the Kingdom 
by the second coming of Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:11-21). 
 
QUESTION #16 – What are the key words of each of these systems?  
 
Under law the key words are law and obedience.  Under grace the key words are grace and 
believe.  Under the Kingdom the key words are righteousness and peace. 
 
QUESTION #17 – Where are the teachings found that pertain to the Kingdom time?  
 
Primarily, the teachings that pertain to the Kingdom period are found in the Psalms, in the O.T. 
prophets and in portions of the Gospels, specifically in the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
A great deal of Biblical and theological confusion exists because of a failure to recognize these 
three distinct systems.  In fact, it was this type of misunderstanding that caused Israel to reject 
her King the first time He came. 
 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer has written extensively on this point and we believe his conclusions are 
worthy of consideration here: 


