
 
Luke 
 
The earliest evidence for Luke’s authorship of his gospel is the clear 
statement at the beginning of the book of Acts.  
Luke was Paul’s “beloved physician.” (Colossians 4:14) 
 
 
John 
 
Irenaeus, in the late 100s, referred to a gospel, written after the other 
gospels had been written, by “John, the disciple of our Lord, who had leaned 
upon his breast.” 
It is highly likely that the unnamed “beloved disciple” in the gospel of John is 
the apostle John, and John 21:24 says that “this is the disciple who is 
testifying to these things.”  
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Questions Deserve Answers 
 
 
“The New Testament Gospels, of course, have been known for nearly twenty 
centuries. Modern biblical scholarship has investigated virtually every 
subject one could think to ask about them from almost every conceivable 
angle for more than 200 years. Almost by definition what counts as news is 
what which is new, novel, or arresting. Virtually by definition what is utterly 
unprecedented in New Testament scholarship is almost guaranteed to be 
false because of the amount of investigation that has already gone into the 
discipline! It is almost guaranteed but not always. Still the proper response 
to any news item portraying Christian origins in some sensational new light 
is skepticism. Proceed cautiously, consult the sources, determine their 
credibility, look for dissenting views, and give the matter some time to see 
what, if anything is resolved. Many new theories are old ones recycled and 
tweaked, even though previously debunked. But a new generation that fails 
to study history carefully doesn’t know this and so can fall prey to the new 
appearance of the theory. Even the theorist may not be aware how well-
worn his or her ideas actually are.” (The Historical Reliability of the New 
Testament: Countering the Challenges to Evangelical Christian Beliefs, by 
Craig L. Blomberg, 4.) 
 
 
 
 
Sample questions related to NT authorship:  
 
Are the New Testament writings early enough to matter? Isn’t there a big gap 
between the life of Jesus and the New Testament writings?   
 
“The liberal concensus … dates Mark to the late 60s or early 70s and 
Matthew and Luke to the 80s or 90s…. That we have four biographies of 
Jesus within thirty to sixty years of his death is nothing short of astonishing 
by ancient standards. No other examples from antiquity have been 
preserved of this abundance of information from multiple authors in 
writings so close to the people and events being described.” (Blomberg 13, 
18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Even if these works are authentic, is it possible that the writers collaborated 
together to create a unified testimony about Jesus?  
 
“I can’t imagine a less favorable set of circumstances for a successful 
conspiracy than those that the twelve apostles faced. Multiply the problem 
by ten to account for the 120 disciples in the upper room, or by forty to 
account for the five hundred eyewitnesses described by Paul, and the odds 
seem even more prohibitive. None of these eyewitnesses ever recanted, 
none was ever trotted out by the enemies of Christianity in an effort to 
expose the Christian ‘lie.’ Don’t get me wrong, successful conspiracies occur 
every day. But they typically involve a small number of incredibly close-knit 
participants who are in constant contact with one another for a very short 
period of time without any outside pressure…. These men and women either 
were involved in the greatest conspiracy of all time or were simply 
eyewitnesses who were telling the truth.” (Cold-Case Christianity: A Homicide 
Detective Investigates the Claims of the Gospels, J. Warner Wallace, Kindle 
Locations 1818f.) 
 
“They had nothing to gain in terms of money or protection or worldly power. 
In fact, the reverse was true. They had everything to lose, and they knew it.” 
(Can I Really Trust the Bible, Barry Cooper, 39.) 
 
 
 
Average life spans in the 1st Century were only in the 40s, so the idea that the 
apostles lived into their 60s, 70s, or beyond to write some of these things is 
impossible. 
 
 
 
 
 
If a book doesn’t directly tell us who wrote it, it has no value.   
 
“The Gospels are not the only ancient documents that fail to identify the 
author within the text of the manuscripts. Tacitus (Roman senator and 
historian who lived from AD 56 to AD 117 wrote a history of the Roman 
Empire from the reign of Augustus Caesar to Nero entitled Annals. Tacitus 
was, in fact, present during much of this period of time, but failed to include 
himself in any of his descriptions or identify himself as the author. Like the 
gospels, the Annals are written anonymously yet are attributed to Tacitus 
without reservation by historical scholars. Why? Because, like the Gospels, 
Tacitus’s authorship is supported by external evidence.” (Wallace, Kindle 
Location 2756f) 
 
 
 

 
 
The Gospel of John does not read like something that a Galilean fisherman 
would have written.  
 
 
 
 
Details About Authorship 
 
 
 
“No one in antiquity ever attributed the Gospels to anyone other than the 
four traditionally accepted authors…. No early church leader has ever 
attributed these Gospels to anyone [else] …. There is no alternative ancient 
tradition that claims, for example, that the gospel of Mark is actually written 
by anyone other than Mark.” (Wallace, Kindle Location 2756f) 
 
“All known ancient Greek manuscripts containing the beginning of one of the 
Gospels include the titles, ‘According to Matthew,’ ‘According to Mark,’ and 
so on.” (Blomberg, 11) 
 
 
Matthew 
 
The earliest reference to writings by Matthew about Jesus comes from a 
quote in the early 300s, quoting from a Christian writer in the early 100s.  
Irenaeus, in the late 100s, referred to a gospel written by Matthew during 
the time that Peter and Paul were preaching in Rome (probably the AD 60s). 
Other early evidence indicates that he wrote to Jewish Christians from Judea.  
There is no other known Matthew in first-century Christianity except the 
apostle, also named Levi.  
 
 
Mark 
 
As with Matthew, the earliest reference to a gospel by Mark comes from a 
quote in the early 300s, quoting from a Christian writer in the early 100s. It 
refers to Mark as the “translator” or “interpreter” of Peter, who gave him the 
teachings in his gospel.  
Justin Martyr, in the mid-100s, wrote that Mark’s gospel was based on 
Peter’s remembrances.  
Other early evidence suggests that Mark wrote to Christians in Rome at their 
request.  
Mark is almost certainly John Mark, the companion of both Peter and Paul.   
 


