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Our Scripture reading today is found in Romans chapter eight and I will read the first 

eight verses.   

 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the 

law of sin and death.  For God has done what the law, weakened by the 

flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit.  For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace.  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does 

not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God.
1
 

 

We are going to look today at the first verse in this chapter and see exactly what God has 

for us here in terms of the blessing that he brings in to the lives of his children.   

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
2
 

 

Any time I see the word “therefore” I know it has to refer back to something else.  As one 

of my seminary professors always used to say, he said, “Any time you see the word 

therefore you want to figure out what it is there fore.”  And that word is something that is 

going to point back to what came before. 

 

Well, you will remember in our studies of Romans chapter seven that the very essence of 

that chapter was the struggle that exists in the life of a believer in Jesus Christ because of 

the two natures warring against themselves in the body of the believer.   

 

                                                 
1
 Romans 8:1-8. 

2
 Romans 8:1.  
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That certainly would not lead to the response, “There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
3
 

 

So what is he referring to?  I am convinced that the apostle Paul is here referring to 

everything that came before, that he is taking a sweeping look at the first seven chapters 

of this book that he wrote and he said, “Now therefore, looking back over all of this and 

seeing all that we have learned so far, there is no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.” 

 

Well, we will take a look at that in a little more detail later, but first of all we want to ask 

a question:  What is this idea of condemnation anyway?   The Greek word that is 

translated here condemnation appears only in the book of Romans and, in fact, only in 

this chapter and then in chapter five verses 16 and 18. 

 

It relates to the sentencing for a crime. But the focus is... is not so much on the verdict of 

guilty or not guilty, but on the penalty for the particular crime. 

 

So God is saying to us here, “There is no penalty. There is nothing that will come against 

a believer. God will not place upon you the seal guilty and even though in your life you 

may be guilty of many things, he will never lay upon you the punishment that should 

come to someone who is guilty.” 

 

What a wonder blessing that the word “know” that is used here, there is no 

condemnation. It is a very strong adverb and it has the idea that of completeness. In other 

words, we have to say that there is absolutely, completely, fully no punishment, no 

condemnation, no finding of guilty in the life of any believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Isn’t that the very heart and soul of the gospel?  Think about it for a moment. The gospel 

is that Jesus totally, completely and permanently paid the debt for the sins of all who 

would trust in him. What a wonderful picture he gives to us here. 

 

But Jesus not only pays the believer’s debt of sin, but he does something beyond that. 

 

Now think of this for a moment. Let us say that you are to appear before a civilian court 

in our land and you are guilty of a crime.  But somehow the jury, through their 

misunderstanding of the evidence or whatever was presented to them, came to the 

conclusion that you were not guilty.  The judge would then proclaim you are declared not 

guilty. You are permitted to leave. Good bye. Live your life. Enjoy yourself. 

 

You go from the court and you begin to think about your own life and you realize, I am 

guilty. You know, I am happy that I was found not guilty, but I am guilty.  And that 

guilty stays with you.   

 

Now think of this for a moment. When we are judged before the judge of all the universe 

and he says to us, “You are not guilty,” the reality is that we still remain guilty.  The only 

                                                 
3
 Ibid.  
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reason we are not guilty is because Jesus Christ has intervened.  He died on the cross to 

take away the punishment of our sins, but we remain guilty of those sinful behaviors.   

 

The wonderful thing is that God goes beyond this.  He not only declares us to be not 

guilty—and that is according to the word that we use—it is used in the Bible—

justification, declared righteous before God, but not only that, but there is a sense also in 

which he makes us to be something new.  He changes us.   It is what is meant by another 

word commonly used in Scripture, the words sanctification. 

 

And there is a big difference between justification and sanctification.   Justification is 

instantaneous.  The King of the universe says, “Not guilty.” It is over.   

 

Sanctification begins at that point and goes on until the moment that we leave this life. So 

every day, day by day, as we live closer and closer to the Lord, he makes changes in our 

lives that we might, in fact, not only be declared righteous, but live closer and closer and 

closer to that goal of righteousness.   

 

What does the Word say for us?  It tells us that he graciously imparts—or as we put it in 

and as it states in Scripture—he imputes to each believer his own righteousness.   

 

In Romans chapter five we read, “If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned 

through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 

free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”
4
 

 

And then in 2 Corinthians chapter five. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
5
 

 

He is a new creation. What is he saying to us here?  He is saying exactly what is meant 

by the word “sanctification,” that we, day by day, are being created in the image of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

To me that is very exciting. It didn’t end the day that I came to know Christ. It began on 

that day.  It wasn’t that that day God was now finished, he did everything that he needed 

to do for me. No, he began to do what he needed to do in order to make me to be the child 

that he wanted me to be, to make me to be someone who would live in the image of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

In Philippians chapter three we read this.   

 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 

things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

                                                 
4
 Romans 5:17.  

5
 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
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law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith.”
6
 

 

But do you know that God did even more than that for us?  Not only did he die that we 

might have life and, thus, he declared us to be not guilty in the sight of God.  Not only 

did he give us a new righteousness which is actually his and begin to work that 

righteousness out in our lives so that we can see it and other people can see it, not only 

that, but he shares with us all of the vast possessions that he owns in the heavenly places 

in Christ.   

 

Listen to this in the book of Ephesians.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places.”
7
  And then it says, “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 

counsel of his will.”
8
  And then a little further on in the chapter, “Who is the guarantee of 

our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”
9
 

 

What a wonderful blessing God has provided for us. Every thing that we need for this life 

is given to us in Jesus Christ.  If we were to go over it again, I mean, it is very simple. We 

have salvation. We have been declared not guilty. 

 

But, you know, I am not satisfied to be not guilty. I want to be able to live a life that 

glorifies the Savior, but how can that possibly happen. How can I as a human being who 

is just as sinful as every other human being live a righteous life for the glory of God?   

 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
10

 

 

You see, he has created us new, made us to be a child of God who will live a life that 

truly brings glory and honor to the name of the Savior.   

 

Many verses of Scripture bring out this wonderful idea that we have been justified and 

sanctified in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven.”
11

  It speaks of our justification.  

 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”
12

 

 

“He who believes in him is not judged. He who does not believe in him is judged already 

because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
13

 

                                                 
6
 Philippians 3:8-9. 

7
 Ephesians 1:3.  

8
 Ephesians 1:11.  

9
 Ephesians 1:14.  

10
 2 Corinthians 5:17.  

11
 Romans 4:7.  

12
 Romans 5:1.  
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Now I could read passage after passage after passage. God has blessed us in a wonderful 

way. 

 

There is one other part of this verse that is important for us to look at briefly. It says, 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
14

 

 

That is an odd phrase. What does it mean to be in Christ Jesus?  Well, this terminology is 

used throughout the New Testament. It is amazing how many times you read of someone 

or some group of people being in Christ.  It says, for instance, in Romans chapter 16, 

“Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are 

outstanding among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.”
15

 

 

Now just from that verse you can see what it means, that at a certain point in time a 

person becomes in Christ.  This person was out of Christ and now is in Christ. Obviously 

it is talking about the moment of salvation.  

 

In John chapter 14 he said, “In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you 

in Me, and I in you.”
16

 

 

And I could go on and on and read passage after passage that talks about our being in 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Well, the wonderful thought behind this is that we are so closely united with the Savior 

that we are, in essence, one with him. When God the Father looks down from heaven, 

when he looks down from heaven and saw Jesus on the cross of Calvary he didn’t only 

see Jesus. If you are a believer he saw you. I am a believer. He saw me.  For all of us 

were integrally united to Christ being part of the very body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Think about that for a moment. Jesus has loved you in such a way that he has given you 

the blessing of being part of his body, part of his body.  Is that not incredible? I think it is. 

I think it is marvelous. 

 

Well, in the passage we are told a little about the gospel. It tells us in the beginning of 

this book that the gospel is “the power of God unto salvation.”
17

 

 

Now when we think of power we can think of it in many different ways. All of us have a 

degree of power. I mean, I could pick up a hammer and knock a nail in and I could say, 

“That represents a certain degree of power.”  I could lift up something that is heavy. That 

represents a certain amount of power. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
13

 See John 3:18.  
14

 Romans 8:1.  
15

 Romans 16:7.  
16

 John 14:20.  
17

 Romans 1:16.  
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We also think of power as being influence. We think of power as being authority.  Well, 

the particular word that is used here to describe the power that the Lord Jesus Christ has 

is a word that... from which we get our English word dynamite. It is dunamiv (doo’-nam-

is) the word in Greek and the idea is that there is overwhelming power in the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

In Romans chapter one this is how it is stated.  

 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power [the dunamiv 

(doo’-nam-is), the dynamite] of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness 

of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE 

RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."
18

 

 

We said before that when the apostle says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus,”
19

 you know very well that what he is talking about here is 

the entirety of the book of Romans up to this point.   

 

But what is in the book of Romans?  What is it that he is discussing for us here?  

 

Well, first of all, the first section of the book of Romans teaches us one thing. All men 

are sinful. That is the challenge that God has. How do you take sinful men and turn them 

into the people of God? 

 

Well, in Romans chapter three we read the conclusion of this section. It... it runs Romans 

chapter one verse 18 to Romans chapter three verse 20. And we read in chapter three 

beginning with the ninth verse: 

 

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have 

already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is 

written:
20

 

 

Now listen to this condemnation: 

 

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands;  no one seeks for 

God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;   no one 

does good, not even one.”   

 

“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”   

 

“The venom of asps is under their lips.”   

 

“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”  

                                                 
18

 Romans 1:16-17.  
19

 Romans 8:1.  
20

 Romans 3:9-10 
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“Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and 

the way of peace they have not known.” 

 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
21

 

 

This is a picture of human nature apart from Jesus Christ. This is what we were like 

before we came to know Christ. God, to put it in human terms, had a challenge.  But he 

met that challenge. 

 

Beginning with Romans chapter three and verse 21 and going to Romans chapter five and 

verse 21 we are taught that salvation is provided by the righteousness and the death of 

Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ died on the cross of Calvary. 

 

Why was that necessary?  It took something absolutely drastic to secure the salvation of a 

group of people who were as we just described them: sinful, not interested in the things 

of God. What did it take to save them?  Well, it took someone who would be a perfect 

human being, but willing to come and to pay the penalty for imperfect human beings.  

That is what Jesus did. That is what it is all about. And so this section of the book of 

Romans tells us that salvation is provided, provided for all who will trust in him. 

 

And then from the sixth to the eighth chapter of the book of Romans we read the overall 

topic is sin’s dominion is broken and believers are enabled to live for God. 

 

Now how did God do that? Well, there was only one way. He sent the Holy Spirit to 

indwell believers in Jesus Christ so that those who trust in him not only will have 

everlasting life, not only will have all of the blessings of eternity, but even on earth will 

enjoy a constant relationship with God that day by day they will grow closer to the image 

of the Lord Jesus Christ that day by day their lives will be more joyous in the presence of 

the Savior. That is what he did for us.  

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
22

 

 

Now, let me ask you a question. Does this get you excited? I hope it gets you excited. I 

hope it gets you to be thrilled. I have often thought that some of the best way that we 

express how we feel in terms of our spiritual lives come in the hymns that we sing.  

 

I have done some study in the history of revivals in the Church.  And sometimes I think 

we have the wrong concept of what a revival is.   A church will announce we are having a 

revival meeting and everybody gets together and they have a service and then they go 

home and nothing dramatically changes.   

 

                                                 
21

 Romans 3:10-18. 
22

 Romans 8:1.  
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Revivals don’t come because we schedule them. Revivals come because God gives them. 

And one of the greatest revivals that I have ever looked at and studied is the great revival 

in the little country of Wales that took place in 1904 and 1905 more than 100 years ago. 

 

How did it happen?  Well, there was a young man by the name of Evan Roberts.  Evan 

was just a typical young man.  He wanted to do something for the Lord. He was starting 

his studies in theology, but really had not progressed that far. But God grabbed a hold of 

him and just a marvelous and an incredible way.  Within two weeks the whole country of 

Wales knew his name. Within a month his name was spread around all the world.  He 

was known as a great evangelist, one who proclaimed the Word of God and multitudes, 

day after day after day were coming to know the Savior.   

 

There was a beautiful hymn that came out of the 1904 Welsh Revival that I think [?] what 

we have been talking about today. It talks about the love of God and it talks about how 

that love was poured out upon us who know him.  

 

I would like you to listen to the words. I am just... no, I am not going to sing them, but I 

am going to read the first two stanzas of what I consider to be on the greatest hymns that 

I have ever heard. 

 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 

Lovingkindness as the flood, 

When the Prince of Life, our Ransom, 

Shed for us His precious blood. 

Who His love will not remember? 

Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten, 

Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days. 

 

On the mount of crucifixion, 

Fountains opened deep and wide; 

Through the floodgates of God’s mercy 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide. 

Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 

Poured incessant from above, 

And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice 

Kissed a guilty world in love.
23

 

 

What a beautiful picture.  God has loved us with an everlasting love. God has given to us 

a salvation that is secure.  All we need to do is trust in the Savior.  What a blessing we 

have. What a wonder he has done in our lives.  And heaven’s peace and perfect justice 

kissed a guilty world in love.   

 

Let’s pray together.  

 

                                                 
23

 He is Love by William Rees (1802-1883) 
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Our heavenly Father, what a gracious loving Father you are, indeed. How you have 

loved us with an everlasting love. I thank you, our Father, that we are able to look into 

your holy Word and to understand the marvelous blessings that you bring upon your 

children. I ask, our Father, today that we might grow in grace and in the knowledge of 

our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. Help us, dear Lord, to live our lives in such a way that 

Jesus will be exalted each day by the actions that we demonstrate to the world around us.  

For, Father, the world does not see Jesus. He is not here to be seen. They read of him in 

the Word, but what they see is how we live.  May it be that we live in such a way that 

people will see us and seeing us they will glorify our Father who is in heaven.   

 

Now bless us and use us this day we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


