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Message: The Promise of Christ’s Coming, Part 2  

Text:  2 Peter 3:10-18  

 

Introduction 

 
  A.  Our view of the future is important - it effects the way we live. 

      1.  When economists predict a fall in stock prices or a rise in interest rates, people rush to sell stock or lock in      

 lower loan rates. 

      2.  When a blizzard was predicted for the mid-Atlantic and Northeastern states this weekend, people stocked 

up on food, salted roads, cancelled airline flights and events, charged their phones in case the electricity 

would go out, states declared state of emergency before the snow fell, schools, government offices, transit 

systems were closed down, etc. 

      3.  You and I check the weather forecasts to know if we can have a picnic or if it is worth a day trip to the 

beach, if we can pour our front concrete sidewalk,  or how we should dress our kids to go out. 

       

 B.  Our belief about the future effects our daily decisions.  This was true regarding the false teachers infiltrating 

the      churches in Peter's day.  They led a libertine lifestyle, because they did not believe the Lord Jesus Christ       

 was coming again to judge the world in righteousness (3:3,4). 

 

2 Peter 2:18   For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by 

sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,
 19

 promising them freedom 
while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is 
enslaved.  
 

2 Peter 3:3   Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 

following after their own lusts,
 4
 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever 

since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."  

 

  C.  Peter knew our view of the future will effect the way we behave, and the way we behave will effect our    

eternal destiny.  So it was important to him, and to Jesus, for whom he spoke, that we have a correct       

understanding and conviction about Christ’s promise to come again.  And so in proclaiming the gospel of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, he feeds our faith by proclaiming, “The day of the Lord will come.”  

 

I.  The day of the Lord will come.  

 

2 Peter 3:4 ...  "Where is the promise of His coming (parousia)? ...."  

 

2 Peter 3:10   But the day of the Lord will come ....  

  

 A.  Defining “the day of the Lord” in Peter’s context. 

 

      1.  “The day of the Lord” is a phrase often used in the Old Testament to refer to God’s judgment and 

salvation,      either of an intermediate time of judgment and salvation in Israel’s history or that final day 

of judgment and   salvation to which all such intermediate days point.  In the New Testament it looks 

forward to the final day of judgment and salvation. 

 
      2.  Notice that Peter’s response to the skeptics who deny the “coming” of the Lord is that “the day of the Lord 

will come.”  “The day of the Lord” in 3:10 is not describing a different event from “coming” (parousia) in 

3:4, but is Peter’s response to the denial of Christ’s coming in 3:4. 

 

      3.  The phrase “the day of the Lord” has several variations, all referring to the 2
nd

 coming of Christ: 

 



1 Corinthians 1:8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:14 just as you also partially did understand us, that we are your reason 

to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus. 
 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in 

you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
Philippians 1:10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be 

sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 
 
Luke 17:24 "For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines 

to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day. 
 

2 Peter 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

 
  B.  What will Christ bring with Him upon His 2

nd
 coming?  Peter mentions 4 things: the judgment of 

unbelievers, the deliverance of believers, the destruction of the present creation, the renewal of 
creation.  This is not an exhaustive description, but significant for the applications with which 
Peter exhorts us. 

 
      1.  3:10  The day of our Lord’s coming is intended to come like a thief. For the day of the Lord to 

come like a thief = to come with sudden, unexpected destruction to unbelievers and the present creation, but 

salvation to believers. 
 

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass 

away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and 

its works will be burned up. 
 

2 Peter 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for 

the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 

remain until the coming (parousia) of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. ...
 

5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to 

you.
 2
 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in 

the night.
 3
 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them 

suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.
 4
 But you, brethren, 

are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;
 

 

 

Revelation 16:14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the 

kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, 

the Almighty.
 15

 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays 
awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see 
his shame.")

 16
 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called 

Har-Magedon. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
 

7
 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be 

revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
 8
 dealing out retribution to those 



who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
 9
 These will pay 

the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power,
 10

 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among 
all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed. 

 
      2.  The renewal of creation of/for believers.  God rules sovereignly now, but when Christ returns He will rule 

both sovereignly and savingly.  The Redeemer will set all creation right, excluding all sin and rebellion and 

its curse, and renew creation and believers in perfect righteousness (Your kingdom come, Your will be 

done). 

 

2 Peter 3:13  But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in 
which righteousness dwells.  

 

Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not 
be remembered or come to mind.

 18 
"But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I 

create Jerusalem for rejoicing and her people for gladness. 

 

Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

 2 
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
 3 

And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 
will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,

 4 
and 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no 
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."

 5 
And He who sits 

on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are 
faithful and true." 

 

II.  How believers must respond to the certainty of Christ’s return. 

 

  A.  3:11,14 Be diligent to be found in peace, spotless, holy, blameless in conduct when Christ comes. 

 

2 Peter 3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
 12 

looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will 
melt with intense heat!

 13 
But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 

earth, in which righteousness dwells.
 14 

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless (aspilos) and blameless (amomatos), 
 
      1.  Spotless (aspilos) and blameless (amomatos) in contrast to the false teachers 
 

2 Peter 2:13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the 

daytime. They are stains (spilos) and blemishes (momos), reveling in their deceptions, as they 
carouse with you, 

 
      2.  Believers have been chosen and washed to be spotless and blameless 
 

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be 

holy and blameless before Him. In love 
 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
up for her,

 26 
so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 

word,
 27 

that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
 

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;
 15 

so that you will prove yourselves to 



be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 
 

  B.  3:12-13 Look for and hasten the promised day of God 

 

2 Peter 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
 13 

But 

according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 

righteousness dwells. 

 
      1.  Looking for the day of God.  "Prosdokao" (looking for) is used in verses 12, 13, & 14. In Matthew 24:50; 

Luke 12:46 the unfaithful servant was not "looking for/expecting" (prosdokao) the return of his master, and 

was therefore unholy in his conduct. 
 

Titus 2:13   looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus,  

 

      2.  3:12  Hastening the day of God 

 

Some would translate "speudo" in 2 Peter 3:12 as "earnestly desire," but "hasten" really is the better 

translation. 

While 3:12 might have missionary implications (Matthew 24:14  "This gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.)"looking 

for and hastening the coming (parousia, Cf 3:4 "coming" - same word) of the day of God" is not a call to be 

goers/senders, but a call to enduring repentance and faith, a call to be "in holy conduct and godliness" 

(3:11), "spotless and blameless" (3:14) 

The way in which such repentance and enduring faith hastens the return of Christ appears to be that it 

achieves the purpose ("salvation" 3:9,15) for which God is delaying the return of Christ.  Perhaps the most 

illuminating commentary on what Peter means by "hastening the day of God" is found in Peter's own words 

to fellow Jews: 

 

Acts 3:19 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ 
appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time." 

 
  C.  Understand the delay of Christ’s return to be a matter of God’s mercy, not His unfaithfulness. 

 
2 Peter 3:15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

 16 
as also in all his letters, speaking in them 

of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable 
distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 
Romans 2:3-5   But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who 

practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?
 4
 Or do 

you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that 

the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 
 

 
  D.  3:17 Guard yourselves from those who would by error carry you away from your steadfastness of faith in 

Christ.  We always do what we want.  If our hearts want something that replaces Christ as the chief object 

of our love and affection, then we become vulnerable to false teachers and teachings and encourage our 

departure from Christ. 

 

2 Peter 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that 

you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 



steadfastness, 
 

 Proverbs 4:23   Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.  
 
  E.  3:18 Grow yourselves in the grace and knowledge of the Lord to the glory of the Lord.  What God 

reveals to us about the future coming of Christ matters, for what we think about the future affects 
our present conduct.  Our protection from false teachers and the world’s cynicism about the 
return of Christ and final judgment of all people not only includes guarding against what is false, 
but growing in the grace and experiential knowledge of Christ. 

 

2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


