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Message: From Christ’s First to Second Advent, Part 1
Text:  Revelation  20:1-15

Introduction 

  A.  Last week we finished looking at another sweep or cycle of salvation history that once
again, as in the previous cycles, ended with the blessed hope of every child of God, the glorious,
victorious second advent/coming of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

  B.  As we now come to chapter 20, we are faced with the question, “Does this now begin a new 
historical sweep or cycle, or does this represent continued history beyond Christ’s second 
coming?”  “Does Christ’s second coming precede or follow the 1,000 year period
(millennium) mentioned in 20:1-7?”

Revelation 19:11   And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat
on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. ...  And 21

the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the
horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the 2

devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  and he threw him into the abyss, 3

and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer,
until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a
short time.

  C.   This issue of the millennium ((Latin: mille = 1,000; annus = year), the thousand year reign
of Christ referred to in Revelation 20:1-6, has been the source of great debate, sometimes
unnecessarily heated debate, over the last 2 millennia. The issue has been used as 1)  a test of
orthodoxy and fellowship (including resource usage), and

2) a test of qualification for ministry. 

  D.  Whether we understand Christ’s return to occur before or after the millennial period of
Revelation 20 is not so important that we ought to fracture our fellowship or necessarily
disqualify one another for ministry, but it is important.  Are we going to preach a gospel that
declares you can survive or cannot survive the return of Christ apart from being in union with
Christ?  Like all Scripture, when rightly interpreted and applied, it is profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, so that the man (or woman) or God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work.  Not so when wrongly interpreted.

  E.  Over the next 2-3 weeks we hope to explore the 4 events envisioned in Revelation 20, the 
binding of Satan for 1,000 years, the first resurrection of the saints who reign with Christ
for 1,000 years, the final battle with Satan and the nations, the final judgment.

I.  Where sincere, evangelical believers place the millennium in relation to Christ’s Second 



Coming.

  A.  Show the graphic of the premillennial, postmillinnial, and amillennial views.

  B.  Every “biblicist,” whether pre, post, or amillennial, believes this period referred to as a 
millennium (Latin: mille = 1,000; annus = year) or 1,000 years will take place in world 
history.  Whether the 1,000 is a literal or figurative number, it nonetheless refers to a 
block of time in world history when believers will reign with Christ.

      1.  Amillennial view - Amillennial is an unfortunate misnomer.  Some prefer the term 
“realized millennial,” for they believe the 1,000 year period envisioned in Revelation 20 
is the period between Christ’s first and second coming.  The binding of Satan is with 
reference to his no longer being able to keep the gospel from extending to all the nations, 
something Christ accomplished with His death, resurrection, and exaltation to God’s

right     hand to receive the gift of the Spirit to be poured out on all flesh.  The saints who
died in 

Christ reign in heaven with Christ during this time.  The second coming of Christ is once 
again pictured as the final battle against Satan and the kingdom of this world in 20:7-10 
followed by the final judgment of the world by Christ on behalf of His Father.

      2.  Postmillennial view - This view also sees the second coming of Christ happening after the 
millennial period, but sees this 1,000 year period (a literal 1,000 years of figurative for a 
long time) to be a golden age on this present earth where the world will largely be 
evangelized and come to Christ.  This view became popular in the evangelical Protestant
west during the 17  - 19  centuries.  Common to many who held this view was a    th th

highly allegorical, linear church history view of interpreting Revelation, viewing the
body of the book as a single (or double) sweep of church history from Christ to the
consummation.  Visions are symbols of historic events and people.  Eg., 

      a.  the locusts of 9:3,7ff represent the rise of Islamic invaders over Palestine, Arabia, 
North Africa, etc.  

      b.  The beast in 13:1ff coming up our of the sea with a head whose fatal wound was 
healed represents Napoleon returning from exile on the island of Elba to take 
power once more.

        c.  the 1260 days of 11:3 = 1260 years from the birth of Mohammed (606 AD) to the 
coming of the millennium (golden age) after the Civil War removed the blight of 
slavery from the witness of the U.S. (1866).  

 
      3.  Premillennial

a.  Historic premillenialism is so named because in the history of the church, while there
is evidence in the 2  century that a few church fathers had a “chiliast”nd

(premillenial) view of Revelation 20.  This view did not become prominent in the
church until the latter 1800s on into the 20  century, especially when World Warth

I dashed any remaining hopes that a golden age was emerging.  Some historic        
    premillennialists see evidence of some historic cycles in Revelation, but do not



make a division between chapters 19 and 20.

b.  Dispensational premillenialsim views Revelation 4-19 as a linear description of a 
future 7 year tribulation period ending with Christ’s second coming in chapter 19 
followed by a literal 1,000 year reign on earth by Christ.  Before this tribulation 
period the NT church is raptured, caught up to be with Christ in heaven during 
this tribulation period.  The idea of a pretribulational rapture occurs in no 
Christian writings until those of John Darby in the 19  century.  This view th

became increasingly popular with the  turbulence in the early 20  century world, th

along with its inclusion the inclusion of Scofield’s notes in many King James
Bibles in 1909.

     
II.  The case for seeing Revelation 20:1-15 as describing the period between Christ’s first 

and second coming.

  A.  The final battle in 20:7-10, which takes place after the 1,000 years, is a parallel vision of the 
same final battle pictured previously at Christ’s second coming, placing the 1,000 years 
before Christ’s return.

      1.  The gathering together of the nations for war under Satan’s deceptive influence is
repeated 

in prior visions of the 2  Coming of Christ, indicating that these are the same battle.nd

Revelation 20:7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his
prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather (sunago) them together for the war; the number of
them is like the sand of the seashore.

Revelation 16:14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the whole world, to gather  (sunago) them together for the war of the great
day of God, the Almighty. 15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. ....") 16 And they
gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.

Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies
gathered (sunago) to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

      2.  The destruction of the present world (cosmos) depicted in Revelation 20:11 is pictured 
also in conjunction with Christ’s 2  Coming in 16:17-21, 6:12-14.nd

Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.

Revelation 16:19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of
His fierce wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.



Revelation 6:12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake;
and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became
like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs
when shaken by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled
up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.

Matthew 24:29 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL
BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE
STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30
"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS
OF THE SKY with power and great glory.

      3.  20:7-10 and 19:17-19 both draw imagery from the same battle of the nations against God 
and His people in Ezekiel 38,39, indicating that 20:7-10 and 19:17-19 are the same battle 
at Christ’s 2  Coming.nd

Revelation 20:8 and (Satan) will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of
them is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the
earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came
down from heaven and devoured them.

Ezekiel 39:1 "And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, 'Thus says the Lord
GOD, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal; 2 and I
will turn you around, drive you on, take you up from the remotest parts of the north and
bring you against the mountains of Israel. ... 6 "And I will send fire upon Magog and
those who inhabit the coastlands in safety; and they will know that I am the LORD.

Revelation 19:17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great
supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of
commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who
sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."

Ezekiel 39:17 "As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Speak to every kind of
bird and to every beast of the field, "Assemble and come, gather from every side to
My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the
mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood. 18 "You will eat the
flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, .... 20 "You will
be glutted at My table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all the men
of war," declares the Lord GOD.

  B.  Since Christ destroys all of His enemies in 19:11-21, there will be no unbelievers for Satan 
to amass for war against Christ after His second coming.  20:3,8 indicate that Satan will 
gather unbelieving humans from the nations in great  numbers “like the sand of the 



seashore” to war against God and His people.  Since no unbeliever survives the 2  nd

Coming of Christ in 19:19-21, where did these unbelievers come from?        (Show
cycles of Revelation graphic)  Therefore, chapter 20 begins a new cycle of visions 

covering the period from the first to the second coming of Christ.  The gathering of the
nations in 20:8 is the same gathering as in    19:19.  That no unbeliever survives Christ’s
2  Coming ...nd

Revelation 19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into
the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the
sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds
were filled with their flesh.

2 Thessalonians 1:6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those
who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well WHEN 7 

the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8

dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away 9 

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, WHEN He comes to 10 

be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

  C.  The final judgment of the world does not take place a 1,000 years after Christ’s second
coming, but at His second coming!

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to
their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave
up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds.

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
render to every man according to what he has done.

Matthew 25:31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with
Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 "All the nations will be gathered before
Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  
34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ...  41
"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the
eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; ... 46 "These will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."



John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to
the Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. 23 

Acts 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this
is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.

Conclusion

  A.  When Holly and I took the new members class in 1999, the membership book contained 
TRB’s doctrine of last things - eschatology, which we have maintained in our current
membership workbooks.  It reads:

Doctrine of Last Things (Eschatology)

The eschaton began with the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  The Kingdom has been
established but now it exists alongside the evil kingdom of Satan.  When Christ returns
the Kingdom will be consummated and Christ’s kingship will be universally
acknowledged.  The wicked will be eternally separated from the righteous; the wicked
will be punished eternally in hell and the righteous will be in God’s presence eternally. 
We do not allow one’s view of the millennium or specific end-time chronologies to be a
test of fellowship at TRB.

  B.  Whether we understand Christ’s return to occur before or after the millennial period of 
Revelation 20 is not so important that we ought to fracture our fellowship or necessarily 
disqualify one another for ministry, but it does affect the way we preach the gospel, the
good news of Christ’s second advent.

      1.  Please know that no one, no one will survive the return of Jesus who does not belong to 
Jesus.  So Christian, keep clinging to Christ, our life.  Never loosen your grip of faith in 
Him; by His power never let go.  And unbeliever, pseudo- Christian, fake Christian, 
cultural Christian, turn from your loveless rebellion against Christ, humble yourself and 
receive Christ as your Savior and Lord, and receive the forgiveness of your sins!

      2.  And Christians, please know that when Christ returns we won’t have to wait another
1,000 

years before He vindicates us and brings into eternal, glorious fulness the peace of which 
the angels sang at His birth.   

Luke 2:14  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He 
is pleased." 
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