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“Time from an Eternal Perspective” 

Various Scriptures  
# 3 in Series, “Living with an Eternal Perspective” 

 
 
2 Peter 3:8 “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years like one day.” 
 
“Time is the scarcest resource, and unless it is managed, nothing else can be managed.”                                     – Peter Drucker 
 
Time - “a stretch of duration in which things happen.”                                                                                           - Oswald Sanders 
 
Psalm 89:47a (ESV) “Remember how short my time is!”  
 
Psalm 39:4-5 “Lord, make me to know my end and what is the extent of my days; let me know how transient I am.”  
 
James 4:14 “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes away.”  
 
Psalm 90:12 “So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”  
 
Ephesians 5:16 “making the most of your time, because the days are evil.” 
 
 
I.       We Must Align with God’s Plans  
 

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give 
you a future and a hope.” 
 

 
II.      We Must Analyze Our Use of Time  
 
 

Psalm 39:4-5 (ESV) “O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I 
am! Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind 
stands as a mere breath! Selah.” 

 
 
III.     We Must Allocate God’s Time Strategically 
 
 

Missionaries Jim Elliot, William Borden, David Brainerd, and Robert Murray McCheyne all died before their 30 th birthday. 
Jonathan Edwards and Charles Spurgeon both died in their 50’s. Jesus died at 33 and could say to the Father in John 
17:4 (NKJV) “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” 
 
 
Matthew 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  
 
 
Matthew 22:37-40 “And He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.’” 
 



Chapter 3:  Time from an Eternal Perspective 

Various Scriptures  

 

We are in the third message of a series entitled Living with an Eternal Perspective. In the first message 
in this series, we saw that the foundation for an eternal perspective is that God owns everything. That 
truth is foundational. In reality, we own nothing. We came into this world with nothing and we leave this 
world with nothing. While here on earth, we are simply managers or stewards of that which belongs to 
God. There is always a serious problem when we get the issue of ownership confused.  

Some time ago, I read the account of an older woman who had finished her shopping and returned to her 
car to find four men inside it. She dropped her shopping bags, drew a handgun from her purse, and with 
as forceful a voice as she could come up with she said, “I have a gun, and I know how to use it! Get out 
of the car!” The men got out of the car, saw her large handgun and ran like crazy! The woman, 
understandably shaken, quickly loaded her shopping bags and got into the car. She wanted to get out of 
there as fast as she could. But no matter how hard she tried, she could not get her key into the ignition. 
Then it hit her, “This isn’t my car!” She looked, and indeed her car was parked four or five spaces away. 
She got out, looked around to see if the men were near (they were not). She then loaded the bags into 
her own car, and drove to the police station to turn herself in. The desk sergeant after hearing her story 
nearly fell out of his chair laughing. He pointed to the other end of the counter, were four men were 
reporting a carjacking by a woman with glasses and curly white hair, less than five feet tall, and carrying 
a large handgun. No charges were filed. It never turns out well when someone acts like an owner but in 
reality is not. [Lloyd Stilley, Proclaim, Spring 2003, page 26] 

In this message, we’re going to deal with the stewardship or managing of the precious commodity of 
time. We must start by understanding that all time belongs to God by right of creation. God existed 
before the time dimension was created. He created the whole time dimension. That is the explanation of 
why He has no beginning and no end. This explains why God is not limited by time dimension He 
created. He knows the end from the beginning. Everything is in the present tense with God. One of His 
names is translated in English, “I AM.” That is why 2 Peter 3:8 says, “But do not let this one fact escape 
your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day.” While God exists above time, for us, it is a different story. We are limited by time. We are under 
time constraints. God has given to each of us a maximum amount of time here on this earth. We will give 
an account as to how we managed the time God has given us. 

Management guru Peter Drucker said, “Time is the scarcest resource, and unless it is managed, nothing 
else can be managed.” It is interesting that in spite of all our time saving devices we still struggle with 
finding time for the things that are really important. In preparing this message, I was thinking back to my 
childhood when Tuesday was wash day. Even though there were only four people in my family, it took 
my mother most all day to just wash and iron our clothes. The washing took place on the screened-in 
back porch of our small two bedroom home with about 800 – 1,000 square feet of living space. I can 
remember having to fill up the two side by side rinse tubs. After the clothes had been churned in the 
washing machine for the proper amount of time, my mother would turn on the “wringers” which was two 
pieces of wood shaped like rolling pins. As the wringers circled, the clothes were fed between the two 
wringers and the soapy water would be squeezed out.  

Next, they were put in the first rinse tub. After the clothes were in the first rinse tub for a while, they were 
then wrung by hand and put in the second rinse tub. Next, we would wring the water out of the clothes by 
hand and put them in a large laundry basket and my mother would take the clothes outside (even in 
winter) and hang them on a long clothesline to dry. After a few hours the dry clothes were taken inside 
where they were ironed. This process took almost a whole day. Today in most homes, we just throw the 
clothes in the washing machine, turn it on, and when the cycles are complete we then throw them in the 
dryer until they are dry. Today, many people don’t even own an iron. And yet, with all our conveniences, 
we don’t seem to have as much time as we did in the old days! In short, our time saving devices don’t 
seem to be enabling us to have more time for things that really count.  



Before we proceed, let’s answer a really basic question. What is time? Oswald Sanders defines time as 
“a stretch of duration in which things happen.” That is simple, but it is a pretty good definition of time. The 
quality of our stewardship or management of time is determined by what happens during that “stretch of 
duration.” We need to learn to see time like money and investments. In some ways time is even more 
important than they are. There is nothing that we squander so thoughtlessly as time.  

Because time is so important, there are scores of passages in Scripture dealing with time. Here are just a 
few of those Scriptures. Our time here is short. Psalm 89:47a (ESV): “Remember how short my time is!” 
When we see how short our lives are, we say with the Psalmist in Psalm 39:4-5: “Lord, make me to know 
my end and what is the extent of my days; let me know how transient I am.” James 4:14: “Yet you do not 
know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes away.”  

As a result of how quickly time passes, the are exhorted in Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.” Our response to these truths about time is found in 
Ephesians 5:16: “making the most of your time, because the days are evil.” The NKJV translates it, 
“redeeming the time.” How do we make the most of or redeem our time? 

 

I.  We Must Align with God’s Plans  

All too often, we get this one backward. We want God to align with our plans. That’s just not how it 
works. To try to force God to align with our plans is a formula for disaster. God says in Jeremiah 29:11: 
“’For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to 
give you a future and a hope.’”  

Here is what we tend to do. We come before the Lord and say, “Here are my plans; I need You to make 
them happen in my timing.” That is a formula for disaster. First, think how arrogant it is that we would 
think that our plans and our timing are better for us than His plans carried out in His timing. His plans are 
better; His timing is better! If we could see everything as God sees it, we would see that His plans are 
“plans for welfare and not for calamity to give [us] a future and a hope.” We would choose His plans 
every time if we could see and know what He knows.  Here is the problem that we have: we can’t see His 
plans and how they are going to fulfill His purposes and bring our “welfare.” God says, “You must trust 
me.” We arrogantly think that we know best.  

 As I look back on my life, I see in hindsight that His ways truly were for my welfare and not for calamity 
to give me a future and a hope. I remember heading to seminary in Texas in a U-Haul with my wife of 
three years and our ten-month old son. After having worked in industry for three years with my own office 
and a nice sounding title, I assumed that lots of churches would want me on their staff. Not one church 
wanted anything to do with me! I ended up working for the Seminary on the grounds crew. That doesn’t 
sound so bad – mowing and trimming. No, I had a bag over my shoulder with a long stick, with a sharp 
nail in the end, picking up trash along a busy road. God had other plans – way better than mine! Since 
no church wanted me, I got involved in an inner-city bus ministry with the church we were members of. It 
involved going into homes for three or four hours most every Saturday to share the Gospel with African 
Americans, Hispanics, Asians, and almost every ethnic group imaginable. I got to share the Gospel with 
more people than I ever would have in a small country church that would have me on its staff. = 

As seminary was winding down, Kathy and I told God our plans to go into international missions after 
graduation, but not long before graduation, the Foreign Mission Board (as it was called then) turned us 
down – REJECTED! As I look back, I see His sovereign hand in all of that. I see where He put us, at just 
the time we needed to be there, and, eventually, over thirty years ago brought us here. Every moment 
we rebel against His plans – “plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope” – we 
are wasting time.  

If you would “redeem the time” as Ephesians 5:16 says; “if you would have a heart of wisdom” and if you 
would know, as Jeremiah 29:11 says, “plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a 
hope,” surrender daily to, align yourself with His plans, and trust Him even in times of disappointment.  



   II.  We Must Analyze Our Use of Time  

Psalm 39:4-5 (ESV): “O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know 
how fleeting I am! Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing 
before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Selah” In many ways, time is our most valuable 
commodity. Once you kill time, it cannot be resurrected! Because time is such a valuable commodity, we 
must always be analyzing our use of time. Someone said, “An unexamined life is not worth living.” It is 
not just analyzing the efficiency of our time; it is (more importantly) analyzing the effectiveness of our 
time. Efficiency is doing the job right; effectiveness is doing the right job right.  

In England several years ago, a transportation system was getting complaints about empty busses 
driving past bus stops filled with people wanting to ride the bus. After an investigation, here is what they 
found out. The bus drivers said they had to pass up the bus stops because if they stopped they couldn’t 
stay on schedule. That sounds dumb, but how many people are rushing through life spending valuable 
time on that which has no eternal significance, but they’re efficient.  

As you read the Gospels you don’t find Jesus running at a frenetic pace with no time for people. You find 
that the Lord Jesus knew His purpose, knew where He was going, and had an eternal perspective that 
elevated the needs of people above some schedule imposed on Him by man. 

 A good place to start analyzing your use of time would be to do a time log for a week. Divide each day 
into fifteen minute segments and write down what you did in each segment. It is very difficult to be 
disciplined enough to do that for a whole week, but it will be worth the trouble. I remember doing one of 
those several years ago and it was eye opening and humbling. I made some major changes in the way I 
spent time after that painful exercise. I suspect that for many listening to this message, the most 
embarrassing thing on a time log would be the time spent on social media. I am not saying that to be on 
social media is sin; I am saying that it is a huge waste of time and it is addictive. It is likely more addictive 
than many street drugs. If you think that you may be wasting the time God has given you, I challenge you 
to go on a social media fast for a month. See if you don’t find time for some important things that you just 
haven’t had the time for. Anything that hijacks our time and uses it for non-essential things is robbing you 
of a very precious gift – the gift of time. 

 

III.  We Must Allocate God’s Time Strategically 

A verse we looked at earlier, Ephesians 5:16 says, “…making the most of your time, because the days 
are evil.” Making the most of our time really has nothing to do with the length of time God has allotted to 
us. Some of the men and women most mightily used by God lived relatively short lives here on earth. 
Missionaries Jim Elliot, William Borden, David Brainerd, and the great Scottish Pastor Robert Murray 
McCheyne, all died before their thirtieth birthday. Jonathan Edwards and Charles Spurgeon both died in 
their fifties. Jesus died at thirty-three and could say to the Father in John 17:4 (NKJV): “I have glorified 
You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”  

As much as possible, you need to plan how you will use the time God has given you. I realize that for a 
college student that is easier done than it is for a mother with young children. But no matter your situation 
in life, you have some sizable blocks of time that you can control. Most people would be amazed at how 
much could be accomplished if we simply redeemed the time and set aside time wasters. Mary Slessor 
(1848-1915), the great Scottish missionary to Nigeria in West Africa knew the will of the Lord for her life. 
Her alcoholic Father died when she was nine and at eleven she had to begin working in a factory in 
Dundee from 6:00 AM – 6:00 PM and yet educated herself and became a powerful force for the Gospel in 
a dark land. David Livingstone (1813-1873) worked in a cotton mill from 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM and he 
started when he was but ten years old. Yet by the time he was sixteen he had redeemed the time and 
had mastered Latin and many of the classics. By the time he was twenty-seven, he had completed his 
study of medicine and theology and went on to Africa as one of the greatest and most productive 
missionaries that has ever lived. 

Have things ready that can fill 15-30-minute time slots productively (for example, a book, a phone call or 
text of encouragement, a note of encouragement). I am not a real fast reader. I have taken two speed 



reading classes that brought me up to average! By just taking 20-25 minutes six mornings a week, I read 
the ESV Study Bible and most all of the articles in it in about two and a half years (over 2,500 pages). 
Someone said, “If we look after the minutes, the hours will take care of themselves.”   

I know it is possible to push this too far and feel guilty when you relax and watch a ball game or a 
wholesome program or movie. Planned times of mental and physical rest and casual conversation are 
not wasted time. However, most of us have lots of wasted time.    

Allow me to give you a way to organize or plan the time God has given you. In Matthew 22 a man asked 
Jesus a really good question. He said in Matthew 22:36, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the Law?” Jesus gave him a very clear answer in Matthew 22:37-40 “And He said to him, ‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and 
foremost commandment. The second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.’” To allocate the time God has given you, 
divide your day under these two categories: “Loving God” and “Loving People.” In the past I have taught 
a Wednesday night class on “Managing Your Life” that goes way more in depth, but this is a great place 
to start. Under the category of “Loving God” schedule time for a daily “Quiet Time” and for reading 
Christian books. Set aside Sunday morning and evening as the Lord’s Day and let nothing steal that 
away. Plan times through the day to just stop and worship this one who is Lord.  

The second category of allocating time is “Loving People.” You would start with family, with co-workers, 
and those you minister to through your ministry at church. Plan ways to minister to your neighbors, those 
who are shut-in, and those who are lonely. Certainly there are some parts of your day that you don’t 
control – such as job requirements. Even in your job, seek ways to “make the most of your time” by 
loving others even when they may be difficult to love. Certainly the greatest act of love is to share the 
Gospel and disciple those who are open to being discipled.  

I know that isn’t very specific, but under those categories, ask God to guide you as to how to best use the 
time He has given you.  

 

Conclusion 

When we look at time from an eternal perspective, our time here on earth in these aging bodies is so 
short. We don’t get a “re-do” on our time here. Back in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s there was a 
singer named Jim Croce who had several popular songs. There was Bad, Bad Leroy Brown, Don’t Mess 
Around with Jim, and others. But the song he was probably known best for was Time in a Bottle. The 
main line in the song was, “If I could put time in a bottle, I’d save it and spend it with you.” But on 
September 20, 1973 at only thirty years of age, Jim Croce took off in a small plane from the airport in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana and the plane crashed, resulting in his death. His time here was up, and as 
romantic as that song sounds, you cannot put time in a bottle. One day your allotted time will be up. If 
you are not in right relationship with God, “every day of delay leaves a day more to repent of and a day 
less to repent in.” [William Mason]    

 
 
 

 
 

 


