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Message #43          I Corinthians 12:4-7 
 
The Corinthians did not TRULY understand the subject or the significance of spiritual gifts.  
Some thought they should be able to choose their own spiritual gift (12:11).  Some thought it was 
more important to have a flashy public gift (12:21).  Some thought everybody should have the 
same gift (12:29).  The Corinthians lacked in their knowledge of spiritual gifts and they lacked in 
their love for each other (13:1-3).  God did not want the Corinthian church unaware of the 
subject of spiritual gifts (12:1) and He does not want us ignorant either. 
 
God’s will for our lives is that we know what our spiritual gift is and that we use our spiritual gift 
for the glory of God (Rom. 12:1-8). 
 
Chapters 12-14 are written to straighten out  problems  and  views  concerning spiritual gifts. 
 
EVERY BELIEVER HAS BEEN GIVEN A  DISTINCT  SPIRITUA L GIFT, MINISTRY 
AND POWER FROM GOD SO THAT EVERY BELIEVER MAY  PROF IT  THE 
SOVEREIGN PROGRAM OF GOD. 
 
A believer may discover his spiritual gift and ministry, he may use his spiritual gift and ministry, 
but he CANNOT take credit for his gift and ministry for God wants to clearly establish that a 
person’s spiritual gift comes from God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (12:4, 5, 
6, 11, 18, 24, 28). 
 
REALITY #1 – The  source  of every spiritual gift, ministry and power is God.  12:4-6 
 
You will notice that the word “varieties” shows up three times in three verses (12:4, 5, 6).  By 
virtue of the repetition, we know this is extremely important to God and Paul.  The word literally 
refers to different and distinct abilities which have been divinely divided and distributed  
(G. Abbott-Smith, Greek Lexicon, p. 107). 
 
The use of this word clearly refutes any idea that every believer ought to have the same gift.  
These verses continually repeat for emphasis that every believer has a distinct and different gift. 
 
Person #1 - Distinct spiritual  gifts  are divinely given by God the  Spirit .  12:4 
 
The word “gift” is one that refers to the supernatural grace gifts and endowments that God gives 
to a person.  The particular diversity of these spiritual gifts is credited to the Spirit of God.  In 
other words, the Spirit of God is credited with giving every believer a distinct spiritual gift.  The 
same Spirit which indwells every believer gives a different gift to every believer. 
 
In view of this, every believer should be viewed as important and every gift should be viewed as 
needed. 
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Person #2 - Distinct service  ministries  are divinely given by God the  Son .  12:5 
 
You will notice that both the words and the person of the Godhead changes.  “Gifts” is changed 
to “ministries” and “Spirit” is changed to “Lord.” 
 
The word “ministry” specifically is a word that refers to service ministry.  Paul wanted to estab-
lish that as the Spirit gives different gifts to the believers, so also the Son gives different minis-
tries to the believer.  Just as there are a variety of gifts, so there are a variety of ministries to use 
the gifts.  The gifts are specifically credited to the work of the Spirit, whereas the ministries are 
specifically credited to the work of the Son. 
 
What this practically means is that every area of church service or ministry should be viewed as 
a special ministry given to the believer by God the Son. 
 
If I understand this correctly, opportunities for service and ministry are directly and sovereignly 
ordained by Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 
 
Person #3 - Distinct powerful  effects  are divinely given by God the  Father .  12:6 
 
The word “effects” is a word that refers to operative and effective power.  God the Father gives 
believers various operative and effective power to be able to minister for Him.  Some people will 
minister and will be more impacting and more powerful than others.  The One who determines 
the level of impact and power is God the Father.  Every believer is important and needed, but 
some believers will be more powerful or effective and this is all a work of God. 
 
The same God who determines the gift and the ministry determines the power and effectiveness 
of the gift and ministry. 
 
You will notice that the words “gifts,” “ministries” and “effects” are all plural nouns, meaning 
there are many ways to minister for God but all ways are orchestrated by the same God. 
 
There are a variety of gifts, ministries and effects, but the same God is behind them all.  Your 
present ministry is an entrustment from God. 
 
REALITY #2 – The  purpose  of every spiritual gift, ministry and power is  profitability .  12:7 
 
The word “manifestation” is a word that refers to something seen, something that is visible and 
clear. 
 
The words “common good” refer to something profitable and useful.  The point is this: God 
gives every believer a specific gift in order that God may manifest Himself in ways that will be 
profitable and useful for His work. 
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Each one of us is called to manifest God in a useful and profitable way.  God has given us the 
gifts, the ministries and the power to be able to do this.  We are without excuse! 
 
God will accomplish His purpose.  He will manifest Himself with us or without us. 
 
Every believer is distinct but not every believer is spiritual.  Every believer can manifest the 
glory of God, but not every believer does. 
 
God desires to use you, the question is will He? 
 
Is your life a holy one? 
 
Is your life a sacrificial one? 
 
Is your service an active one? 
 
Is your commitment level an intense one? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


