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James 1:5-7 5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not that man think that he 
shall receive any thing of the Lord. !
5a  If any of you lack wisdom !
Wisdom about what? Review verses 2-4. !

James 1:2-4 2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience 
have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. !

Be joyful in adversity. Faith in adversity will develop patience. The outcome of growth in 
patience is spiritual maturity. These commands may be difficult to understand and 
follow without wisdom. !
5b let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. !
Ask God to give wisdom about patient endurance and spiritual maturity and God will 
grant it. !
Review two Old Testament examples: !
Bezaleel and Aholiab: !

Exodus 31:1-6 1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  See, I have called by name 
Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3  And I have filled him with 
the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanship, 4  To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in 
brass, 5  And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner 
of workmanship. 6  And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, 
that they may make all that I have commanded thee; !
Exodus 36:1-2 1  Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in 
whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of 
work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded. 2  
And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart 
the LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come 
unto the work to do it:  !

Moses received the instructions regarding the priest’s garments and the tabernacle from 
God on Mount Sinai. God provides men to Moses to do the work. No record is given that 
Moses or Bezaleel or Aholiab asked God for wisdom, but it was granted as God willed it 
to be without their request for the purpose that God had determined. 

!1

sword://KJV/James%201:5
sword://KJV/James%201:6
sword://KJV/James%201:7
sword://KJV/James%201:5


Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
1/19/2014 
James 1:5-7

Solomon: !
1 Kings 3:3-15 3  And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his 
father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 4  And the king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon 
offer upon that altar. 5  ¶In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6  And Solomon said, Thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in 
truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for 
him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7  
And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: 
and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8  And thy servant 
is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be 
numbered nor counted for multitude. 9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is 
able to judge this thy so great a people? 10  And the speech pleased the Lord, that 
Solomon had asked this thing. 11  And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself 
understanding to discern judgment; 12  Behold, I have done according to thy 
words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there 
was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 
13  And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and 
honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy 
days. 14  And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my 
commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15  
And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered 
peace offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. !

Solomon asked and God gave him “a wise and an understanding heart” and also “both 
riches and honour”. Long life, though, was dependent upon Solomon keeping God’s law 
and commandments. God gave to Solomon “liberally”. !

1 Kings 3:28  And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they 
feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment. !

Solomon demonstrated wisdom (with the judgment between the two harlots) from the 
very beginning after God granted it to him. !

1 Kings 10:23-24 23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for 
riches and for wisdom. 24 And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart. !

It was the work of God, not the work of man, that enabled Solomon to have wisdom that 
was renowned across the world. !
6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 
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!
Solomon asked God for wisdom “in faith” and did not doubt that God had the ability to 
grant him the gift. God gave Solomon wisdom “liberally”. !

Proverbs 2:1-9 1  My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee; 2  So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding; 3  Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding; 4  If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 5  
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 6  For 
the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding. 7  He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to 
them that walk uprightly. 8  He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of 
his saints. 9  Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and 
equity; yea, every good path. !

How is wisdom about trials, suffering, and persecutions requested? !
Through prayer. !

Matthew 6:6-13  6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7  But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8  Be not ye 
therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him. 9  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11  Give us this day our daily bread. 12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. !

Through prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. !
Isaiah 11:1-2 1  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; !
Matthew 12:42  The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. !
John 14:13-14 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
it. !
John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. !
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John 16:24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. !

Praying with confidence in God’s mercy and grace. !
Hebrews 4:15-16  15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16  Let 
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need.  
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