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James 1:8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. !
James 1:5-7 5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. 7  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord. !

Definition of double minded (dipsuchos): two spirited; that is vacillating (in opinion or 
purpose); fickle. !
A double minded man does not “ask in faith” when (or if) he asks God for wisdom about 
temptations and adversity.  !

Luke 11:1-13 1  And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when 
he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. 2  And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 
in earth. 3  Give us day by day our daily bread. 4  And forgive us our sins; for we also 
forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. 5  And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto 
him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6  For a friend of 
mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? 7  And he from 
within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 8  I say unto you, Though he will not rise 
and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and 
give him as many as he needeth. 9  And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10  For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened. 11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a 
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13  If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? !

To “ask in faith” is to be confident in three things: 1. “Our Father which art in Heaven”. 
2. We are God’s true children (our salvation). 3. Our “heavenly Father” will “give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him” (our sanctification). !
A double minded man may have head knowledge of God, but may not have heart 
knowledge of him, and therefore may lack the confidence in his own salvation, and 
therefore God’s ability to deliver him out of temptations and adversity. !

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. !

A double minded man cannot “come boldly” before God because he lacks the faith in 
God that enables him to be confident in God through Jesus Christ and the work of the 
Holy Ghost. 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A double minded man is like “a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed”.  !
1 Corinthians 12:7-31 7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. 8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to 
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9  To another faith by the same 
Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10  To another the working of 
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds 
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11  But all these worketh that one 
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 12  For as the body 
is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13  For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14  For the body is not one member, 
but many. 15  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? 16  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not 
of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17  If the whole body were an eye, where 
were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18  But now 
hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 
him. 19  And if they were all one member, where were the body? 20  But now are they 
many members, yet but one body. 21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22  Nay, much more 
those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23  And those 
members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24  For our 
comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having 
given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: 25  That there should be no 
schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for 
another. 26  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with 
it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 27  Now ye 
are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28  And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 29  Are all apostles? are all 
prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30  Have all the gifts of healing? 
do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet 
shew I unto you a more excellent way. !

As true children of God who have been given the Holy Spirit by God, we will accept and 
serve as a members of the church, the body of Christ. We will “suffer with” and “rejoice 
with” the church. We will recognize that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are given to “profit 
withal” within the church and are as diverse as the individual members of the church. !
A double minded man cannot discern the work of the Holy Spirit and therefore does not 
discern his place in the membership within the church. He will not be at peace or 
satisfied with his role in the church, nor desire to “suffer with it” nor “rejoice with it”. !

Ephesians 4:10-16 10  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11  And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: (Continued)  
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(Ephesians 4:10-16 continued) 13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14  That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15  But 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. !

To be “driven with the wind and tossed” is to be immature in Christ. We are not to 
follow “every wind of doctrine” but to speak “the truth in love”. We are to “grow up” and 
will “maketh increase” when ministered to by the gifts of the saints through the work of 
the Holy Ghost.  !
A double minded man does not grow. He remains at the same level of childish 
immaturity, following after any doctrine that comes about, giving in easily to the 
deceitfulness of men. !
A double minded man should not “think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord”.  !

Isaiah 29:13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their 
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: !

(Isaiah 29:13 is the scripture referenced by Jesus Christ when confronted by the scribes 
and Pharisees about his disciples and their unwashed hands.) !

Matthew 7:21-23 21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. 22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. !

All acts of service are just the work of men without the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Ghost.  !

Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away. !

A double minded man thinks that he will receive his reward from God because of his 
own works. !
As God’s children we have faith that our reward comes from God because of God’s 
works, not our own. !
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1 Peter 1:18-21 18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: 20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21  Who by him do believe in 
God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith 
and hope might be in God. !
Ephesians 2:19-22 19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21  In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22  In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. !

Double mindedness is an indication that a man “is unstable in all his ways”. A double 
minded man will not progress from unstable to stable, from immature to mature, from 
unholy to holy. He does not have a solid foundation upon “the apostles and prophets” 
with “Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone”.  !

Hebrews 6:9  But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. !
Romans 12:1-5 1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 3  For I say, through the grace 
given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4  For as we have many members in one 
body, and all members have not the same office: 5  So we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another. !

A double minded man will not commit to sacrifice, service, conformation, 
transformation, and humility in temptations and adversity. He will think more highly of 
himself than he ought to think. !

Luke 17:7-10 7  But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say 
unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? 8  And 
will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and 
serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 9  Doth 
he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not. 
10  So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to 
do. !

God’s children will persevere and do all those things that Paul describes because it is our 
“reasonable service”. We humbly recognize the gifts of God by our faith in God. We 
realize that “we are unprofitable servants” whose purpose is service to our Lord God.d
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