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Message:   The Source of Our Christlike Love
Text:          1 Peter 1:22-25

Introduction 

  A.  “Fervently love one another from the heart” is the risen Christ’s command to us through His apostle Peter    

in 1 Peter 1:22.  Have you ever found yourself struggling to love in the Christlike way He commands us?

How can we find within ourselves such love when it is just not there?

  B.  The last two weeks in 1 Peter 1 we looked at verses 14-21 where God’s Word commands us to live a holy      

life in an unholy world.  We saw two related commands in these verses:

1 Peter 1:15  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  If you address as 16  17

Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear

during the time of your stay on earth; 

      1.  W e saw that the command to behave ourselves in the fear of the Lord is related to the command to

be     holy as God is in all our behavior, in that the fear of the Lord restrains us from evil, from unholy    

behavior.

      2.  The next command the Lord gives us through Peter is in verse 22.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the

brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

  C.  W hat we are going to observe from God’s W ord is ...

      1.  There is an inseparable link between holiness and love.  You cannot be holy if you cannot love.

      2.  The nature of the Godlike, Christlike love to which Christ commands us.

      3.  The source of Godlike, Christlike love.  From where does our power to obey come?

I.  There is an inseparable link between holiness and love.  

  A.  To be holy as God is holy is to be set apart as His possession from all that is contrary to Him, to be

set    apart from a sinful way of thinking, from a sinful way of living, from a sinful way of loving, distinct   

from the sinful world.

Notice what makes the believer’s love holy, set apart, distinct from the world - it is loving fellow     

believers as Christ has loved believers.

John 13:34   "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have

loved you, that you also love one another.  "By this all men will know that you are My 35

disciples, if you have love for one another."

  B.  Notice that when God’s Word commands us to be holy and to love, that both commands encompass all of     

our behavior, conduct, thinking.  What sets us apart in all our behavior is that we do all in the love of    

Christ.  W e cannot be holy if we cannot love.

1 Peter 1:15  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your

behavior; 



1 Corinthians 16:14  Let all that you do be done in love. 

  C.  We see the inseparable link between holiness and love in that just as holiness is the necessary and     

inevitable outcome of a sincere faith in Christ that leads to salvation, so is love.  

Hebrews 12:14  Pursue peace with all men, and the holiness/sanctification without which no

one will see the Lord.

1 John 3:14   W e know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.

He who does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and 15

you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

  D.  So holiness cannot exist where love is absent - in pursuing holiness we must pursue love.  We cannot be     

holy as the Lord is holy if we cannot love as the Lord loves. 

Hebrews 12:14  Pursue ... holiness ....

1 Corinthians 14:1  Pursue love, ....  

II.  The nature of Godlike, Christlike love.

  A.  A love of Christ’s brethren - His brothers and sisters.  A familial love, love for the family of God.

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of

the brethren (philadelphia), fervently love one another from the heart,

  B.  A sincere, unhypocritical love from the heart

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere

(anupokritos) love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

1 John 3:17   But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his

heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with 18

word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.

  C.  A fervent love

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere

(anhypokritos) love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

      1.  The Lord loves us fervently, intensely, passionately, eagerly. (Fervent - from the Latin “boiling.”)

Ephesians 2:4  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved

us,  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 5

you have been saved), 

John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14

"You are My friends if you do what I command you. 

      2.  The fervency of Christ’s love for His people is to be reflected in our love for His people.  It is an     

uncommon love, with which the world is unable to love Christ’s bride, the church, because it is

unable

to love Christ.



1 John 3:16  W e know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down

our lives for the brethren.

John 15:19   "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of

the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.

       3.  Peter experienced the blessing of the fervent love of the church who prayed fervently for him (same       

word as in 1 Peter 1:22).

Acts 12:5   So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the

church to God.  

  D.  An enduring love

      1.  God’s love for His people is an everlasting love.

Jeremiah 31:3  The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, "I have loved you with an

everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness. 

      2.  Christ has loved us with an enduring, everlasting love.

John 13:1   Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He

would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He

loved them to the end. 

      3.  Because the W ord of the Lord through which we were reborn does not fade away, neither will our

love     fade away.  The love of many will fade and grow cold in times of persecution and hardship, but not

the love of true believers.

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the

brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  for you have been born again not of seed 23

which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.

 For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOW ER OF GRASS.24

THE GRASS W ITHERS, AND THE FLOW ER FALLS OFF,  BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD 25

ENDURES FOREVER." And this is the word which was preached (euangellizo) to you. 

Matthew 24:12  "Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.  "But 13

the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 

III.  The source of Godlike, Christlike love.

  A.  How can we find within ourselves such love when it is just not there?   How can we help someone to

love   us with a Christlike love id they don’t?  How can you help a husband to love his wife, a wife to love

her    husband, children to love their parents, members of this church to love one another with a

Christlike     love when they don’t?  Most importantly, since we are responsible for ourselves, how can

we come to     love the children of God with a Christlike love, especially those we find harder to love?

  B.  W e can appeal to husbands to love their wives for the sake of their children, but I have observed

such

appeals have no power.  W e can appeal to children to love their parents by having them consider

all

that their parents have done for them, but while it is not wrong to make them aware of this, don’t

be

surprised if their behavior does not change. 

  C.  W e cannot love with a sincere, wholehearted, Christlike love until our souls are pure, emptied of all



sin, of

all idols, of all that competes with our love for Christ.  (Illustration: a glass that is full of both rocks

and

juice cannot be full of juice.  So also, if our hearts are full of sin and objects that displace love for

Christ,

then our love cannot be wholehearted, sincere.)

1 Peter 1:22  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of

the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

  D.  Our hearts and souls are purified by a faith that obeys the truth of God’s W ord, the truth of the gospel

of

Jesus Christ, receiving Him for all that He is with all that we are and have.

1 Peter 1:22   Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of

the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  for you have been born again not of 23

seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 

1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those ... who are chosen  according to the 2

foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ

and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 

  E.  The God who commands us to love His children as He does regenerates us, sanctifying our souls by

His     indwelling Spirit to obey Christ as our Savior and Lord in response to His word of truth, the gospel. 

   This enables us to love one another as He loves us.  This is a love that comes from the God W ho

is love.

1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is

born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  8

Acts 15:8  "And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as

He also did to us;  and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by 9

faith. 

  F.  The reason professing Christians don’t love other Christians is that they don’t love the Lord.

1 John 4:19  W e love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his 20

brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love

God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves 21

God should love his brother also. 

Conclusion

  A.  W e cannot be holy in all our behavior without doing all that we do in love, and without such holiness,

we will not see the Lord.

  B.  The source of such holy love is the holy God W ho is love, who sanctifies/make holy our souls by His   

 indwelling Spirit in conjunction with the hearing of the word of truth, the gospel.

John 17:17   "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 

1 Timothy 1:5  But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience

and a sincere faith. 

  C.  So come to Christ, come to His W ord that He might wash our souls with it, that our behavior and love 



would be holy as He is holy.  Say “I know what the W ord says, I’ve heard it before, I don’t need it,”

makes as much sense as saying, “I’ve had a shower before.  I know all about it.  So I don’t need

it.”

Humble your hearts and come to Christ for the continual purification of our souls that enables us

to

love with a holy love like Christ’s.

Ephesians 5:25 ... Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  so that He might 26

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  that He might 27

present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that

she would be holy and blameless.
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