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A New Commandment I Give You

John 13:33-38

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you and praise you for your  grace 

and your goodness, and for the ability that we have  to come before 

you to just reflect on what you've done for us on t he cross.  

Father, grant us today the presence of your Holy Sp irit, give us 

the ability to hear the words that you have written  in your book 

and to by your spirit's power make them of great an d lasting 

effect, and I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well as you know, it 's the first Sunday of the mont h and this is 

the time that we remember Jesus Christ and his cros s.  And Jesus on 

the night before he died, he met with his disciples  and there for 

the very last time he celebrated a Passover supper.   And Matthew 26  

describes it, it says this, it says:  Now as they were eating, 

Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it an d gave it to the 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he took a 

cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to the m, saying, 

"Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of t he covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of  sins.  I tell 



you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vin e until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom ."   Jesus took 

up bread and he took up wine and he offered them up  as symbols of 

his flesh and his blood and then he asked his disci ples if they too 

would eat the bread and drink the cup to symbolical ly eat his flesh 

and drink his blood.  And then he asked them to rep eat a 

remembrance of this sacrifice on a regular basis, a nd this is what 

we call the Lord's table.  Now we celebrate it once  a month, other 

people celebrate it every week, but we celebrate it  once a month 

and we do that by meditating on what the Lord Jesus  Christ did for 

us on the cross, we do that by examining ourselves,  asking God's 

Holy Spirit to convict us of sin, by confessing our  sins and then 

by participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said 

to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you ea t the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no lif e in you."   

Well once again we're back to the gospel of John an d we are looking 

as we did last time to Jesus's response to Judas.  If you remember 

last time we just marveled at Judas's willful ignor ance, and that 

three times Jesus had not only spoken but more or l ess shouted 

warnings to Judas, and if you remember the first on e was a general 

warning that a betrayer sat amongst them at this su pper and we know 

that Judas ignored that warning.  And then there wa s a second one 

given after Jesus had shared a morsel with Judas, a nd it was that 



the betrayer would be someone who shared the same d ish with Jesus, 

and we know that Judas ignored that warning as well .  And the third 

warning dropped all pretense of subtlety and simply  had Jesus 

saying to the inquiring Judas when he said, "Is it I, Rabbi?"  

Jesus said, "It is you, Judas.  You have said so."  And we know 

that Judas chose to ignore this warning from God hi mself that to 

proceed as he was about to would make him a man who  would have been 

far better off having never been born.  And we know  that those 

warnings, they fell on deaf ears.  

And so we pick up the story as Judas is about to le ave to betray 

Jesus.  This is John 13:30.  It says:  Having received the piece of 

bread, he then went out immediately.  And it was ni ght.  So, when 

he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is  glorified, and 

God is glorified in Him.  If God is glorified in Hi m, God will also 

glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately ."   Jesus's 

comment as Judas is leaving is not at all what you would have 

expected given the circumstances.  I mean, Judas is  about to betray 

Jesus, he's about to deliver him into the most degr ading, 

humiliating and inglorious experience a human will ever undergo.  

Jesus is about to be mocked and slapped and beaten and scourged and 

stripped and crucified, a complete horror to an ord inary man, but 

Jesus was no ordinary man.  



And last time out we focused on Jesus as the creato r and sustainer 

of the entire universe.  We looked at Colossians 1:16  which says:  

For by him all things were created, in heaven and o n earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rule rs or 

authorities -- all things were created through him and for him.   We 

saw that the sun that we depend on for life itself was not even 

close in terms of size and glory to some of the oth er stars that 

Jesus himself spoke into being.  He created Arcturu s, he created 

Alpha Scorpii a and Canis Majoris which is a star 2 .9 bill ion times 

bigger than our sun.  Psalm 33  says:  By the word of the LORD the 

heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of his 

mouth.  We pointed out that a host is literally a number b eyond 

counting, all spoken into existence by Christ.  But  then we came 

back to earth.  Then we came back to a last supper that's about to 

turn deadly, and we find to our amazement that in G od's eyes all of 

the glories that have been associated with creation  are about to be 

surpassed by what the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit see as a 

far greater glory, and that's the cross.  Just cons ider what Jesus 

said once again as Judas departed.  It said:  So, when he had gone 

out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is 

glorified in Him.  If God is glorified in Him, God will also 

glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately ."   And what 

Jesus is saying here is that the ultimate glory in the universe is 

the cross.  And as fantastic as Jesus's creative po wers are, they 



pale next to the ultimate power that he is expressi ng and that he 

wants to pass on to his disciples and that is the p ower of love.  

Absolutely astounding.  

Our text this morning focuses on what Jesus said ne xt.  This is 

John 13:33-35 .  Jesus says, "Little children, yet a little while I 

am with you.  You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so 

now I also say to you, ' Where I am going you cannot come. '   A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one anothe r:  Just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another."   Well, in fact where Jesus was going no one else 

ever, ever could go.  For all eternity the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit had lived together in a glorious and in separable unity 

that now at some point Jesus would begin to shatter .  And he would 

shatter it by taking on the sin of his sheep.  The very nature of 

God is absolute perfection and because of that perf ection, God and 

man had become alienated in the Garden of Eden when  Adam decided 

that everything that God had given to him -- and re member 

everything that God had given him was everything sa ve for one piece 

of fruit on a tree, so God had given him everything  and it wasn't 

enough.  Adam believed the serpent when he told him  that he and Eve 

actually deserved more and that God actually was wi thholding the 

forbidden fruit because he didn't want Adam to beco me as God 



himself was.  You know, that's a classic lie from t he father of 

lies.  You see, when Adam was approached by the ser pent he was 

already like God in his perfection.  And when he fu lly disobeyed 

God by listening to the serpent, the exact opposite  of what he was 

promised took place.  I mean after all, Adam who wa s like God in 

his perfection now ceased utterly to be like him in  his fall.  Adam 

had become alienated from his creator by sin, and w orse yet, Adam 

was the fountainhead, he is where the human race ha d its beginning, 

the very source.  And because of that, every subseq uent son or 

daughter of Adam came into this world infected with  the 

imperfection that he had voluntarily taken on.  The  very first 

offspring of Adam and Eve are Cain and Abel, the vi ctim and the 

perpetrator of the very first murder.  And so manki nd went from 

perfection to absolute depravity to the delight of the serpent.  

Genesis 6:5-7  states it clearly, it says:  The LORD saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention 

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continua lly.   And we see 

the history of mankind from the Garden of Eden thro ugh the flood of 

Noah through Abraham and God's chosen people and it 's now at its 

turning point at this supper.  The very people that  God had chosen 

to bring the light and the truth to this rebellious  creation have 

now completely turned on God's son and they're awai ting their 

opportunity to execute him.  I mean, little did the y know that God 

the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit were all 



sovereignly ordaining the wickedness of these event s so that good 

would come out of them.  I mean, the religious lead ers from the 

government authorities all thought they were gettin g rid of this 

political and spiritual liability and in fact they were unwitting 

participants in the very sacrifice of God himself.  See, the God of 

absolute perfection demanded the very same perfecti on from his 

image bearers and it was a demand that none of us w ill ever be able 

to meet.  But it 's also a demand that could never b e rescinded 

without God's own perfection being destroyed.  So G od condemned man 

for his imperfection and then he became a man and b ore the penalty 

of that imperfection on the cross.  And though folk s like to point 

out that the cross was a physically horrifying deat h, make no 

mistake about it, the word "excruciate" means from the cross, so it 

is as horrible and as diabolical an execution as yo u could ever 

imagine.  But the fact is literally thousands and t housands of 

people have died through crucifixion.  The fact is also that no one 

has ever begun to experience the horror of the spir itual torment 

that Jesus endured.  The horror of the cross was fa r, far more than 

physical, it was perfection itself in the form of J esus Christ 

taking on imperfection.  It was the flawless light starting to 

become darkness, completely and utterly abandoned b y his disciples 

on earth and by his Father in heaven.  The disciple s abandoned him 

because they were terrified, the Father abandoned h im because he 

was perfection itself and his perfection demanded i t.  The beloved 



son of God had become before his own Father sin its elf.  Rape, 

pornography, drug addiction, greed, gluttony, the l ist goes on and 

on; sin is what Jesus became.  2 Corinthians 5:21  says:  For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that  in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.   And so to see the cross which 

many, many people do simply as a physical form of p unishment is to 

greatly diminish the torment that Jesus was undergo ing.  Perhaps 

the closest thing to sin that sin was to -- the clo sest thing that 

sin was to Christ is what extreme or excruciating p ain is to us.  I 

mean, we fear and we loathe the idea of physical to rture.  Jesus no 

doubt feared and loathed the spiritual torture that  he was about to 

undergo on our behalf.  And the bottom line is this , the horror of 

the cross lies way out of the capacity of human min ds to fully 

grasp.  We never will fully grasp it.  And that's w hat Jesus was 

entering into and that is really what the disciples  were absolutely 

clueless about.  I mean even though they had been w arned repeatedly 

by Jesus, they had no inkling of the horror that he  was about to 

voluntarily step into.  He had directly told them i n Matthew 20:18:  

"See, We Are Going Up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of  Man will be 

delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, an d they will 

condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Ge ntiles to be 

mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be ra ised on the 

third day."   See only Jesus knew exactly what was about to 

transpire.  And his disciples would not or could no t begin to grasp 



the enormity of the situation until it was long, lo ng over.  And 

only Jesus knew that the disciples who had gathered  around him, who 

he had taught and lived with for three years, they would all 

abandon him.  And even this warning that he gave th em in the gospel 

of John went unheeded and unacknowledged.  He said this in John 

16:32, he said:  "Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, 

when you will all be scattered, each to his own hom e, and will 

leave me alone."   

So last time out we marveled at the love that Jesus  had shown to 

Judas, a man who would betray him out of greed.  An d yet Jesus 

still chose to love Judas.  His final words to his disciples that 

night were about the importance of a radical type o f love that he 

had taught and demonstrated for the last three year s.  And now he 

was putting that love into action.  In verse 34, he  said this:  "A 

new commandment I give to you, that you love one an other:  Just as 

I have loved you, you also are to love one another. "  We've been 

trying to put that into action.  We've been trying to kind of flesh 

that idea out and we've been looking at the good Sa maritan.  And we 

saw that love is not something that you feel; inste ad love is 

something that you do.  It's interesting that the o bject of the 

Samaritan's love in that story of the good Samarita n was somebody 

who was completely unconscious.  He represented not hing but a need.  

I mean, how each party felt about each other is imm aterial.  I've 



often said that, you know, this person may have wok en up while the 

Samaritan was helping him and said, "Get your filth y Samaritan 

hands off me."  Who knows?  Who cares?  It doesn't matter.  The 

reason why he's unconscious is because what he is h as been reduced 

simply to a need.  And the question of love is how do you meet that 

need?  You know, we're so bound by Hollywood's noti on of what love 

is that we have a hard time seeing love primarily a s an action 

instead of an emotion.  And what Jesus is demonstra ting to us in 

this passage is the complete mastery of both.  Ther e is emotion but 

there's action as well.  And that night as Jesus is  extending the 

food morsel to Judas, he was demonstrating a cultur al expression of 

the deep affection that he had for his disciples an d for Judas.  I 

mean, you did that only to people that you cared ve ry deeply about.  

And obviously Jesus radically loved Judas because h e repeatedly 

warned him and he also gave him clear affirmations of his love in 

spite of the fact that he knew he was demonstrating  this love to 

his betrayer.  But Judas wasn't the only betrayer i n that room that 

night, and we'll talk about him shortly.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I want to shift our 

focus to that itself.  I want you to just consider the love of 

Christ reaching out to someone who would sell him f or 30 pieces of 

silver.  But as you're thinking about that I also w ant us to 

consider the warning that God gives us about commun ion itself.  



This is 1 Corinthians 11:28-32 , God says this, he says:  But let a 

man examine himself, and so let him eat of the brea d and drink of 

the cup.  For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy  manner eats and 

drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord 's body.  For 

this reason many are weak and sick among you, and m any sleep.  For 

if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged .  But when we 

are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we m ay not be 

condemned with the world.   You know, I repeat this warning each 

time and I basically say that communion is very ser ious, serious 

business, and to enter into it in an unworthy manne r would be to 

court disaster.  I tell you if you're not absolutel y confident that 

you're a child of the King or if you have a need fi rst to be 

reconciled to your brother or sister before you bri ng your gifts to 

the altar, then just pass the elements on and don't  participate.  

Nobody's going to give you a hard time for that.  B ut I also say 

that on the other hand we can make the opposite mis take of thinking 

that unless we're absolutely flawless we are unwort hy to receive 

communion, and that too is a mistake.  Being a chil d of the King 

does not mean that we don't sin, it doesn't mean th at we never 

fail.  What it means is this:  That when we do fail , we recognize 

that we have salvation as a gift, not something tha t we have 

earned.  I love to quote Dane Ortlund who puts it t his way, he 

says, "In the kingdom of God, the one thing that qu alifies you is 

knowing that you don't qualify and the one thing th at disqualifies 



you is thinking that you do."  And so we understand  that when we do 

fail we are aware that we have sinned.  Why?  Becau se we have the 

Spirit of God living inside us.  And when that Spir it begins to 

grieve us about the sin that we have committed, we understand that 

we have a Father who longs to forgive us.  God says  in 1 John 1:9:  

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   So being a child 

of the king does not mean that we walk around as if  we are spotless 

and without sin.  It means we understand as believe rs that we have 

an advocate with the Father, we have someone who is  speaking out on 

our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to 

you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Right eous One.   And 

so because we have Jesus Christ, the Righteous One,  as our advocate 

and because we have his payment of our sin debt, we  are free to eat 

from his table.  So if you love your Lord, don't de ny yourself the 

privilege that Jesus purchased for you.  We say it all the time, he 

lived the life that we were supposed to live and th en he died the 

death that we deserved to die in our place and he d id it so that we 

could be made worthy of heaven.  So take a few mome nts now and just 

meditate on the idea of love, not just love but lov e extended to a 

deadly betrayer.  

1 Corinthians 11  says this:  For I received from the Lord what I 



also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the n ight when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this i n remembrance of 

me."   So take, and eat.  

God the Father and God the Son both know that Judas  walking out 

that door after that supper is the beginning of the  end.  They all 

knew that there was no going back.  But as I had me ntioned before, 

Judas was not the only betrayer in that room that n ight.  The other 

one was someone who was much closer to Jesus.  Jesu s said this in 

John 13:33-38 , he said:  "Little children, yet a little while I am 

with you.  You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now 

I also say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot com e.'  A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one anothe r:  Just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another."  Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, wher e are you 

going?"  Jesus answered him, "Where I am going you cannot follow me 

now, but you will follow me afterward."  Peter said  to him, "Lord, 

why can I not follow you now?  I will lay down my l ife for you."  

Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me ?  Truly, truly 

I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you ha ve denied me 

three times."   



Jesus says to Peter, "Where I'm going you cannot co me."  In fact no 

one could ever go where Jesus was going.  I mean th e Son would soon 

face the wrath of his Father, the abandonment of hi s disciples, and 

now Peter's full denial.  And in the face of that J esus does two 

very extraordinary things.  First he addresses his disciples with a 

title "little children."  That's a term of extraord inary endearment 

and it's a term of endearment being extended to peo ple he knows 

full well will either abandon him or betray him wit hin the next few 

hours.  And secondly he issues a new commandment, a  new precept if 

you will.  Jesus demands a level of love from his d isciples unlike 

anything that's ever been demanded of them before, and he phrases 

it this way.  In verse 34, he says:  "A new commandment I give to 

you, that you love one another:  Just as I have lov ed you, you also 

are to love one another."   Well, Jesus has just sent the demand 

level into the stratosphere and he did that by addi ng this one 

qualifier:  "As I have loved you you're to love one  another."  And 

having said that, Jesus instantly provides us with a perfect 

example of the length, the width, the breath and th e depth of that 

love in the conversation that takes place between h im and Peter.  

Let me just repeat it.  Peter said to him, "Lord, why can I not 

follow you now?  I will lay down my life for you."  Jesus answered, 

"Will you lay down your life for me?  Truly, truly,  I say to you, 

the rooster will not crow till you have denied me t hree times."   

Well, we all know that Peter indeed denied Jesus th ree times, and 



the crowing of the rooster is what made him instant ly remember what 

Jesus said.  

You know, we've been studying the Sermon on the Mou nt and there we 

see Jesus defining our enemies by saying first bles s those who 

curse you; second, do good to those who hate you; a nd third, pray 

for those who use you and persecute you.  Here's wh at's astounding 

about what's taking place here.  You see, between J udas and Peter, 

Jesus is facing not just his enemies but those who profess to love 

him who cursed him like Peter did, who hated him li ke Judas did, 

and used him like both did.  I mean Judas saw Jesus  as a ticket to 

riches.  Peter saw him as a ticket to fame and fort une.  What must 

it have been like for Jesus hearing Peter boasting about his 

bravery and his loyalty all the while knowing none of it was true, 

and not even Peter knew that.  Mind you, Jesus is e ntering into the 

one time that he desperately needs the love and loy alty of his 

disciples, and he would get neither.  And yet John 13:1  says:  

Having loved his own who were in the world, he love d them to the 

end.   

As the elders come forward to distribute the cup, I  want to focus 

in once again on something that Jesus did before th e rooster crowed 

three times that I've mentioned before but it bears  repeating.  

It's something that you don't learn of in John's ac count, and it's 



something so extraordinary it's often overlooked an d that's really 

why we have four gospels.  You have to kind of some times piece 

together the information from all four gospels to c ome up with a 

complete picture of what actually took place.  So w e know from John 

that Peter bragged that he would not disown Jesus a nd we know that 

he did.  But in between those two events was someth ing critical, 

something that points to the absolute and complete control that 

Jesus had over all the events that appeared to be s pinning way, way 

out of control, and it also points to the absolute depths of the 

love, the unconditional love that Jesus had for Pet er.  

It was Joni Eareckson who suggested that Jesus's co ntrol over the 

events of his execution extended to the high pressu re weather 

system that was over Jerusalem that night.  That's an amazing 

assertion, I mean, we're so used to seeing Jesus as  the victim in 

all of this that we seldom think of him as sovereig nly guiding 

every single aspect of his sacrifice, of his crucif ixion.  He was 

guiding it as it was unfolding and this is a fact, while Jesus 

Christ was being spit on, mocked and beaten, he was  also guiding 

the weather over Jerusalem that night.  And we know  that Jesus can 

be in complete control of the weather because we ha ve an example of 

it.  We know what happened when he was awoken from being fast 

asleep during this torrential squall that took plac e on the Sea of 

Galilee and the boat that he's fast asleep in is ta king on water 



and his disciples are growing more and more terrifi ed and they wake 

him up and they say in Luke 8:23:  "Master, Master, we're going to 

drown!"  He got up and rebuked the wind and the rag ing waters; the 

storm subsided, and all was calm.  "Where is your f aith?" he asked 

his disciples.  In fear and amazement they asked on e another, "Who 

is this?  He commands even the winds and the water,  and they obey 

him."   

So we know that Jesus has that power and we know th e same power 

that enabled Jesus to stop the storm also enabled h im to create the 

weather in Jerusalem on the night of his arrest.  J esus needed the 

weather to be cold and so he commanded it.  You see , it was the 

cold weather that Jesus had created that had Peter sitting in a 

circle by a fire.  John 18:18  says:  Now the servants and officers 

had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were 

standing and warming themselves.  Peter also was wi th them, 

standing and warming himself.   You see, the conversations that took 

place as Peter sat warming himself became a critica l part of Jesus' 

discipling of Peter.  And Jesus did it all without uttering a 

single word.  Luke's account of this same event inc ludes a critical 

detail.  Let me just read it to you.  This is Luke 22:54-62.  It 

says:  Then seizing him -- this is Jesus -- they led him away and 

took him into the house of the high priest.  Peter followed at a 

distance.  And when some there had kindled a fire i n the middle of 



the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them.  

A servant girl saw him seated there in the fireligh t.  She looked 

closely at him and said, "This man was with him."  But he denied 

it.  "Woman, I don't know him," he said.  A little later someone 

else saw him and said,  "You also are one of them.  "Man, I am 

not!" Peter replied.  About an hour later, another asserted, 

"Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Ga lilean."  Peter 

replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking abo ut!"  Just as he 

was speaking, the rooster crowed.  The Lord turned and looked 

straight at Peter.  Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had 

spoken to him:  "Before the rooster crows today, yo u will disown me 

three times."  And he went outside and wept bitterl y.   See, 

Matthew's account only tells us that Peter cursed t hree times and 

that the rooster crowed but it leaves out this one critical detail 

that Luke includes, and that's Luke 22:60, it says:  Just as he was 

speaking, the rooster crowed.   And verse 61 says:  The Lord turned 

and looked straight at Peter.   You see, it wasn't luck, it wasn't 

fate, it wasn't circumstances, at that exact moment , a beaten and 

mocked seemly powerless Jesus looking right into th e eyes of Peter 

at the moment of his greatest failing.  Peter was c ut to the quick.  

I mean I think we all know how powerful one single look can be and 

how the eyes can communicate instantly something th at no other form 

of communication can.  



So we go back to this cold night and this warm fire , and sitting 

around this fire is Peter and his various accusers and they begin 

to accuse and Peter begins to curse and the accusat ions grow more 

and more threatening and the response grows more an d more intense 

until Peter is virtually shouting his denial of Chr ist.  And as a 

rooster crows, Peter finds himself locking eyes wit h the beaten and 

bloodied eyes of his Lord and Savior whose absolute  unyielding 

determination to fulfill the law down to its last c omma is what put 

him at the hands of those who would beat him, mock him, strip him, 

flog him, and execute him all so that the demands o f the law could 

be met not by the payment of the penalty by us but by him.  And 

there in the midst of that penalty being exacted st ood the one 

who's not only absorbing our punishment but he's al so teaching 

Peter.  And he's teaching him through one look the folly of tooting 

his own horn, relying on his own strength and denyi ng the very God 

who he had claimed to serve.  As Jesus was being sl apped, spit on, 

and mocked, he didn't have to say a single word.  A t precisely the 

right moment, he who was commanding the cold weathe r to settle over 

Jerusalem that night sent another command and he di dn't send it to 

the earth to swallow up all of these wretched, rott en people who 

were tormenting him and he didn't send it to the sk y to send down 

bolts of lightening for those who would dare touch the King of the 

universe.  No, he sent out a commandment to a roost er.  Verse 60 

says:  Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.   Just try to 



imagine the chances of Peter's eye to eye contact w ith the beaten 

and blooded Jesus taking place by accident.  I mean  when you start 

to tally up the probabilities of that accident, rea lize that Jesus 

stated the specifics of this event the night before  it was going to 

happen.  In Matthew 26:34  he said:  "Truly I tell you," Jesus 

answered, "this very night, before the rooster crow s, you will 

disown me three times."   There's only two different conclusions you 

can reach about this, either Jesus was extraordinar ily lucky that 

chance just happened to line up all of the differen t possibilities 

just right and that a rooster just happened by coin cidence to crow 

right on cue or that the sovereign God of the unive rse who had 

entered this universe in the flesh from 33 years ag o was now 

guiding the weather, the servant girl who was accus ing Peter, and 

even the rooster who crowed right on cue.  Again ve rse 60 says:  

Just as he was speaking the rooster crowed.  The Lo rd turned and 

looked straight at Peter.   See, Jesus knew in exquisite detail 

exactly what would unfold while he patiently listen ed to Peter's 

description of his limitless loyalty.  Again, verse  37, it says:  

Peter said to him, "Lord, why can I not follow you now?  I will lay 

down my life for you."  Jesus answered, "Will you l ay down your 

life for me?  Truly, truly, I say to you, the roost er will not crow 

until you have denied me three times."   See, the truth was the 

exact opposite of what Peter had declared.  Someone  indeed would be 

laying down their life for another but it would not  be Peter.  



Jesus had not only spoken his new command, he had a lso demonstrated 

it.  Take a moment to consider that.  

In John 13:33  Jesus says:  "Little children, yet a little while I 

am with you.  You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so 

now also I also say to you, 'Where I am going you c annot come.'  A 

new commandment I give to you, that you love one an other:  Just as 

I have loved you, you also are to love one another.   By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another."   Consider that love.  

1 Corinthians, 11th chapter says:  In the same manner He also took 

the cup after supper, saying, this cup is the new c ovenant in my 

blood.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remem brance of me.   

So take, and drink.  

This is the head, heart and feet part of our meetin g.  This is 

where we begin to explore the practical realities o f what it means 

to remember the Lord Jesus Christ and his sacrifice .  And so we see 

what Jesus is basically saying here is our task is to love one 

another as Christ has loved us.  And he didn't just  tell us, he 

showed us.  And his example is our model for how we  are to respond 

to the events that took place this past week.  



I think everyone here knows that Aeden Roach, 13 ye ar old was out 

hiking, had a tragic accident, fell, the fall sever ed his spinal 

cord.  He is permanently paralyzed from the waist d own.  And so we 

want to understand how we are to respond to that, a nd I think Jesus 

has given us the model.  Jesus' response to the cri sis that took 

place in Peter's life was twofold.  He did two main  things in his 

life.  The first thing that he did was he prayed.  Luke's gospel 

tells us Jesus' response to Peter right before he m ade his boast is 

in Luke 22:31, it says this, this is Jesus's words:  "Simon, Simon, 

behold, Satan has demanded to have you, that he mig ht sift you like 

wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith ma y not fail.  And 

when you have turned again, strengthen your brother s."   See, our 

response to the challenge that's facing the Roaches  should be 

modeled after Jesus's, and what he identified as th e first and 

primary need was prayer.  That is the first and pri mary need of the 

Roaches right now.  Any of you know I mean, I'm sur e you've heard 

the term of "opportunistic bacteria."  Opportunisti c bacteria are 

bacteria that exist everywhere, they're on your ski n, they're 

everywhere, they cause no harm until they're given an opportunity 

and a cut or an abrasion or contusion is that oppor tunity and then 

they can wreak havoc.  There are also opportunistic  spirits, fallen 

angels, the enemy of the kingdom, all those who wou ld take this 

opportunity to attempt to wreak havoc on the Roache s.  There's no 

question this has been an incredibly difficult, tra gic time for 



them and there's no question it brings out those op portunistic 

entities that want nothing more than to destroy the m.  And so first 

and foremost our task is to participate in the spir itual war that's 

taking place.  I hope every one of us every day is remembering 

Aeden and Aivee and Sonia and Cyndi and Don, keepin g them in our 

prayers, knowing that there's a spiritual war going  on.  So that's 

first and foremost.  And we understand that these e nemies want 

nothing more than to sow bitterness and despair rat her than hope 

and determination.  And it's amazing to see and to talk to and 

speak with Sonia to see that she senses the prayers  that have gone 

up and the amazing determination and hope that they  have, and a lot 

of it is because we are praying.  Our prayer is bea ting back those 

opportunistic entities that want nothing more than to cause them to 

despair.  

So the first and foremost thing that we have in ter ms of priority 

is prayer.  Secondly, it 's service.  You know what Jesus did after 

Peter committed his terrible denial?  I mean, we al l know in the 

days immediately after the cross, Peter was beside himself with 

what he had done.  John 21 says this, it says:  Simon Peter  -- this 

is afterwards, they're trying to figure out what to  do with their 

lives -- Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing."  Th ey said 

to him, "We will go with you."  They went out and g ot into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing.  Just as day was 



breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the discipl es did not know 

that it was Jesus.  When they got out on the land, they saw a 

charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, a nd bread.  Jesus 

said to them, "Come and have breakfast."   So prayer, and service is 

the model that Jesus is presenting to us, and so we  understand 

first and foremost the need there is prayer, second ly it's service.  

And that breaks down in three different areas.  Num ber one is 

meals.  And I don't think it's for nothing that Emi ly was -- was 

energized to move in the direction of kind of worki ng to revitalize 

the way we deliver meals.  It's amazing to see Vane ssa, just the 

amount of food that has been brought together, it 's  been a huge 

blessing to them.  That's part of the service that we are giving to 

them, that's part of us responding to what Jesus di d model wise.  

That's food.  

The second is money, finances.  We, as I said today , if you make 

it, if you write "family" on the check, that would be something 

that would -- we would know that it would go design ated to them.  I 

know there's a Go Fund Me page that has been establ ished and I 

think Go Fund Me is a wonderful thing, I think it's  a huge 

blessing, it enables people who are farther and far ther removed 

from the situation to contribute, they may be on th e other side of 

the country and find out about it.  The reason why I want to kind 

of have two separate things, the Go Fund Me for tho se folks and 



something specific for us is because Go Fund Me cha rges 7 percent.  

I don't fault them that, but that's 7 more percent that we could 

put in their hands.  So if you're thinking about Go  Fund Me which 

is a marvelous blessing, I'm not knocking that at a ll, you might 

want to save 7 percent by just going through the ch urch.  Money is 

required.  First of all, they have to rehab their h ouse.  That's a 

huge cost right there.  They have medical expenses which we know, 

they're going to have living expenses.  So there's going to be a 

very large cost component to all of this.  And we a re part of the 

solution to that, we are part of the service.  

The third part is accommodation.  So we're looking,  first of all at 

meals, we're looking at money, we're looking at acc ommodation.  You 

know, it 's astounding to me and it's a measure of t he character of 

Aeden, this little 13-year-old boy, that one of the  first things 

that he said was, "How am I going to get to church? "  That's an 

incredible thing for a 13-year-old young man to say .  And we look 

at all of this and we understand Romans 8:28.  If a nything means 

anything to us, it's Romans 8:28:  God causes all t hings to work 

together for good to those who love and who are cal led according to 

his purpose.  I don't want to make the mistake of s aying this is a 

blessing.  This was a terrible thing that God is tu rning into a 

blessing.  Two very different things.  And so we un derstand Romans 

8:28 to apply broadly across a whole myriad of area s.  Part of that 



has to do with how we're going to accommodate Aeden 's future.  You 

know, we've had a large debate in the church over t he last couple 

of years, and part of that had to do with my son ha s adopted -- him 

and his wife have adopted some special needs kids a nd they had 

wheelchairs and they were in wheelchairs and we had  a number of 

discussions when they were here, and one of the thi ngs that really 

stuck in my mind and in my spirit was she was sayin g -- and this is 

my daughter-in-law, she wasn't saying this in a hos tile way, but 

she was saying is when you have nothing for the han dicapped, you're 

in essence telling them, "You're not wanted.  Go so mewhere else."  

And it sends a very clear and distinct message, and  we do send that 

message, it 's not intentional, but it's the message  we sent for 

literally years.  And so we've been debating this b ack and forth 

and we've been debating do we need to move to anoth er building to 

just get to a place where that cannot be a problem or do we do 

something here with the building that we've had.  A nd good people 

on both sides have seen it in two different ways.  We've been 

trying to work through what it is that God wants us  to do.  And so 

I want to send this out in general to everybody tha t we need to 

step up our prayer.  Perhaps God does have another building for us.  

We don't know that.  I don't want to cut that off.  I want to stil l 

keep that an open and viable circumstance.  But we are committed 

right here and now for Aeden's sake to putting in t he ramps and the 

bathrooms and the things that have to be done.  We want to see that 



get done here.  That doesn't mean we're not going t o consider 

looking at another building as well, but it's going  to involve a 

considerable amount of money.  

A number of us are going to be meeting with a consu ltant who has 

worked with Ken Bontrager and Corey McGrail just he lping them, 

helping us to have different eyes as we look at thi s building.  We 

want somebody to come in who has not seen it before , and we want to 

present to him what we need, these are our big need s, this is our 

master list, this is our mini list, this is -- our mini list is 

Aeden can come here and find a bathroom and find a ramp to get him 

in and out of this building and that everybody who has that -- 

those kind of circumstances that limit them from co ming here could 

feel comfortable being here.  We don't know how tha t's going to 

work itself out.  We don't know if God is going to eventually call 

us to another building.  And so we really ask for y our prayers 

specifically as we work through this process of tak ing in what this 

company has to say, giving us the data that they're  going to be 

giving us, this is going to -- we're meeting Wednes day at 9:30, and 

he's going to give us kind of an overview of -- we hope, of what 

our options are.  And the options are there's lots of barriers that 

are out there, we've got neighbors that we have unf ortunately over 

the years have had some incidents, the reasons why you see those 

cones out there is because some of the neighbors ha ve been very 



offended that people have parked too close to their  driveways.  We 

may need a variance for some of the stuff that we d o here.  We want 

to have the support of the neighbors.  Well, that's  going to be a 

prayer request, everybody has to be praying that th e neighborhood 

would be in favor of if that's what we do.  And if it is another 

building that God has for us, we need to know that.   We need to 

know that immediately.  We're still going to go for ward with what 

we want to do with this place in terms of a ramp, i n terms of 

bathrooms, but we still want to keep our options op en for where God 

would have us be, but I was -- I was really struck with this whole 

notion of the handicapped.  

I was down in Baltimore visiting my son last week, and you know I 

came into a room and the church has opened up its d oors to the 

handicapped and they have far more resources, it's a church of 

1500, it 's a very big church.  It 's very strange to  go into a 

church that has on the front "Grace Fellowship Chur ch," that's the 

name of the church in Baltimore.  But you know, I w ent to a room 

and there's all kinds of exotic wheelchairs and the re's people who 

are speaking via computer to one another.  And they  just reached 

out their arms to the handicapped community and peo ple are going 

there from miles and miles away because they know t hese people 

care.  We're not going -- we don't have that grandi ose a vision, we 

have a much smaller vision for a much smaller churc h but we still 



can do something along those lines.  And I was real ly struck with a 

quote that my daughter-in-law was repeating that sh e had shared 

with her mom.  When they adopted Shane, Shane was i n a wheelchair 

and they adopted him and his -- Carissa's mom said,  "You know, ever 

since Shane has come into our family, people in whe elchairs are 

coming out of the woodwork," and she said, "Mom, th ey were always 

here.  You just never saw them."  And I think that' s what Aeden is 

going to do for us.  I think they're always here.  We just don't 

see them.  And God is in a Romans 8:28 way kind of expanding the 

horror of what has taken place in the Roach family and saying I 

will get blessing even out of this.  And if we have  the ability to 

expand our vision and see these folks where we migh t not have seen 

them before, that will be part of that blessing.  A nd so I'm asking 

you first and foremost to pray, to find out what yo u can do in 

terms of meals, how you can participate in that, wh at you can do in 

terms of money, how you can contribute, and what yo u can do in 

terms of accommodation, that is pray for us as we g o forward 

seeking what God would have us do and pray for this  design company 

that's going to come and pray that we would have th e wisdom to do 

what is pleasing to Him.  Let's pray. 

Father, I just again, I am just so moved by the Roa ch family and by 

the obvious grace that they are receiving.  I just -- it's -- you 

would think that there would be a time of great dep ression and a 



time of great hurt and I'm sure there's going to be  times like that 

but just -- we stand amazed to see what your grace does, we see 

this young man who is looking forward, not backward s and just 

saying by the grace of God I can do anything.  And we want to be 

part of that, Lord, we are your hands, your feet, y our eyes, your 

arms, your legs, we are every part of who you are a nd we want to be 

that to the family.  So I pray for each and every o ne of us that we 

would be coming before you in prayer asking what ro le do I have in 

this.  Give us the wisdom, give us the guidance, gi ve us the desire 

to do your will in a way that brings honor and glor y to you and 

honors the example that you gave us.  We pray this in Jesus' name.  

Amen. 


