
 

Pastor Grant Van Leuven                   PECA Sermon Outline on Leviticus 19:18, December 6, 2015 
 
Intro:  
 
Main Point of Text: God commands Christians to forgive and forget repentant brothers just as they’d like 
to be treated. 
 
Sermon Point:  It is Loving to Forgive. 
 
 
 
Move 1: God is love, and He commands you to be just like Him. 
“I am the LORD”: a refrain. Why do they exist as a people?  Why do you?  Because their/your LORD loved 
them/you.  How?  He forgave.  John 3:16. Jn. 13:34; 1 Jn. 4:7-11.  As vs. 17, a heart issue.  Jesus says this 
verse is the Second Greatest Commandment: quoted nine times in NT.  Notice, love is the antidote for hate, 
described as not saving by rebuking (vs. 17), and in vs. 18 as not forgiving (taking vengeance) and not 
forgetting (bearing a grudge).  There is a place for righteous anger with God, and so with you.  But it is not 
supposed to last once people respond in repentance.  Vs. 2; 1 Pet. 1:16: we are to reflect God’s holiness.  Ps 
103:9: He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.   Ps 86:5: For thou, Lord, art good, 
and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 
 
 
 
Move 2: You are unloving when you never forgive debts and are constantly collecting. 
“Not avenge”, is not take revenge.  “Not bear a grudge” is not keep on being angry.  This is to be a loving 
person; the opposite, a hateful one.  No one can make perfect reparations.  Not that people always respond 
to rebuke.  Proverbs: don’t rebuke a fool, he will hate you for it.  Context here is vs. 17: you have rebuked, 
they have repented, you forgive.  1 Cor. 13: love thinks no evil = not suspicious; keeps no record of wrong 
= to let go of sins repented of.  It doesn’t mean you don’t judge and rebuke at appropriate times over time 
when someone never changes.  It is not bearing a grudge to have on your mind what lacks closure due to 
denial/disobedience.  But not all situations warrant advancing through all the steps of Mt.  18.  Pray for and 
pity: not yet granted 2 Tim. 2:25.  Rom. 12:19; 1 Thess.  5:15.  But when they repent, forgive and forget, 
70X7 times.  1 Cor. 13: love also believes, hopes, endures all things.   
 
 
 
Move 3: Forgiving repentant brethren of their sins and forgetting them is for your own good. 
You are part of the same body: 1 Cor. 12.  Same idea with Eph. 5: husbands love wives as own bodies: 
don’t hurt, but help – that’s self help!   These laws are to preserve the people of God to preserve the Church: 
“children of thy people”.  Then take care of everyone else.  Not only 2nd Greatest Commandment, but 
Golden Rule: “as your self.”  1 Cor. 13:5: Love … seeketh not her own … When you won’t love your 
brothers and sisters enough to rebuke them and forgive them, you not only commit suicide but fratricide.   
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
It is Loving to Forgive. 


