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We all have the impulse to show people “stuff.” 
 
Sometimes it's a beautiful sunset. Sometimes it is some gross medical malady on your body.  
 
I'm thinking especially about my kids. They’ll draw or cut something and then shout, “Dad, come 

here and look at this! Check this out! I did this just for you!” 
 
That is what Jesus is doing in this text.  

 
Jesus wants to show us something. He wants to show us who He is and what He has done. In the 

midst of the storm, Jesus intends to show us His glory.  
 
Let's think about this now as we read Mark 6:45-52.  
 

Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to 

the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away. 

After bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray. 

When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on 

the land. 

Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the 

fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to 

pass by them. 

But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, 

and cried out; 

for they all saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He spoke with them and 

said to them, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” 

Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were 

utterly astonished, 

for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their 

heart was hardened.1 

 

 

 In the midst of the storm, Jesus intends to show you His glory.  

                                                           
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Mk 6:45–52). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman 

Foundation. 



 

Why would He do that?  

 

Because He loves you.  

 

We see this in the first few verses, 45-48: “Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat 

and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away. After 

bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray. When it was evening, the boat was in the middle 

of the sea, and He was alone on the land. Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against 

them, at about the fourth watch of the night He came to them.” 

 

 Jesus does something interesting here: He makes the disciples get into the boat. It sounds like they 

don't really want to. It sounds like they’re having a pretty good time here, like they’re thinking, “I don’t 

know, Jesus, maybe we should just hang out here.” 

 

 Jesus tells them, “No. Get into the boat.” The text indicates He forces them into the boat. It makes 

us think of a police officer jamming a person into the back of a cruiser. Jesus must send them away.  

 

When He has sent away both His disciples and the people who have eaten, He goes alone up the 

mountain to pray.  

 

Jesus has prayed once already in the Gospel of Mark, in chapter 1. The scenario there is very similar. 

It’s dark, He has gone to a secluded place, and the disciples don’t understand what He’s doing.  

 

In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went 

away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 

Simon and his companions searched for Him; 

they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for You.”2 

 

The disciples get upset. They tell Jesus He needs to quit praying and go heal people, and Jesus 

basically tells them, “No, that's not what I came to do.”  

 

Just like in chapter 1, we again see in Mark 6 a radical misunderstanding by the disciples. Jesus 

needs to pray. John's account of the feeding of the 5,000 gives us more detail about what’s going on: 

The people want to make Jesus their earthly king. They see the miracle and start thinking, “If He can do 

this, just think what He could do to Rome for us. We could finally off throw off that yoke of Roman 

oppression.”  

 

Jesus needs to get away from all that. He goes to be with His Father and, I would imagine, to focus 

on the task at hand, which is His death. He’s already headed for His death, and He knows it. He is 

                                                           
2 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Mk 1:35–37). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman 

Foundation. 



headed for a far greater victory than some political or military victory. He is headed for victory over sin 

and death and the devil, and He needs time to be with His Father in preparation. 

 

So Jesus is now separated from His disciples, praying. The disciples are in the boat on the water, and 

Jesus is alone on the land. 

 

As we have seen before in Mark, a bad storm comes up. This time, the disciples row and row against 

the storm, but they’re stuck in one place. They’re trapped in the middle of the sea, and Jesus “sees” 

them.  

 

This is an instance of divine “seeing.” Jesus has shown this ability before, back when He first called 

the disciples. Remember that Mark says Jesus “sees” them when He calls them. This “seeing” does not 

mean He just notices them standing around and calls out, “Hey you, come here.” It is a divine, creative 

“seeing.” Jesus knows these men; He comprehends them and knows who they are. He has plans for 

them, so He enlists them in His kingdom movement by calling them to be His disciples.  

 

Here in Mark 6, we have another example of divine “seeing.” One commentator says that at this 

geographical location, you can, indeed, stand on a hill and see out to the place where the disciples’ boat 

would have been. But what Jesus is doing here is more than just seeing with His eyes. Jesus is three 

miles away, but even from this great distance, He knows intimately the struggle His disciples are in. He 

knows their difficulty, and He comes to them. 

 

When Mark was writing this passage, he must have been thinking about his readers – possibly even 

us, his future readers. He was surely thinking about how we’re physically separated from Jesus here on 

earth. We sometimes think that everything would be better if Jesus were standing here with us. But in 

this passage, we see that even when Jesus is physically separated from His disciples, He is nevertheless 

seeing them, caring for them, and preparing to show His glory to them – as He is also doing for us, even 

now, from heaven.  

 

Think about why the disciples are where they are: Jesus put them there.  

 

They didn't want to get into the boat. This trip wasn’t their idea. Jesus said, “Get into that boat,” and 

He knew there would be a bad storm.  

 

It is no different for us. In Acts 17, Paul tells us that the times and places we are in were appointed 

to us by God. Our circumstances are God-given. He knows why we are where we are. When we strain 

and struggle against the storm, He sees it because He put us there.  

 

And just as He came to these disciples, He comes to us. He has put us where we are. He sees us, He 

knows our struggles, and He knows our difficulties. And He comes to us because He loves us. How do we 

know that? Because He comes to us at great peril to Himself – the peril of the cross. 

 

Jesus wants to show us His glory. How does He do that? By showing who He is: He is God incarnate. 

 



Look again at verse 48 through the middle of 51. 

 

Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the 

fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to 

pass by them. But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was 

a ghost, and cried out; for they all saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He 

spoke with them and said to them, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” Then He 

got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped. 

 

 Jesus shows the disciples His glory here. But the fascinating thing is that Jesus comes to them as a 

human. He comes walking on water. He doesn't just appear out of nowhere and zap Himself onto the 

boat, although He could have. He doesn’t fly out to the boat. He walks like a human. In my imagination, I 

see Jesus’ hair being blown by the wind and His cloak being whipped about Him. Here comes Jesus, just 

walking out to them as a human being, just like us, on foot. Affected by wind and storms, just as we are.  

 

And yet, also not as we are. This is God incarnate. Who is permitted to walk on the sea? 

 

Psalm 77:19 

Your way was in the sea 

And Your paths in the mighty waters, 

And Your footprints may not be known.3 

 

Job 38:16  

“Have you entered into the springs of the sea 

Or walked in the recesses of the deep?4 

 

Have you done that? “Walked in the recesses of the deep”?  

 

Not just anybody gets to walk on the sea. God gets to walk on the sea.  

 

So here is Jesus, walking on the sea as only God can do. And now something strange happens: He 

“intends to pass them by,” but that phrasing makes it sounds as if His plan doesn’t really work. Is Jesus 

trying to slip by without being noticed? Like we might do at 5 p.m., sneaking past the boss’s office so we 

won’t get another assignment at the end of the workday? Is that what Jesus is up to? “Well, nice night 

for a walk… Might as well walk on the sea… Sure hope the disciples don’t see Me because I’d like to get 

around them… oops.” No, that’s obviously not what is going on here. 

 

One commentator says Jesus wanted to see if the disciples would try to make it through the storm 

without Him. But that’s not what is going on here either.  

                                                           
3 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ps 77:19). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

4 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Job 38:16). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman 

Foundation. 



 

So what is going on here? “Intending to pass them by” – what Old Testament passage does this 

make us think of? 

 

In Exodus 33 and 34, God “passes by” Moses in order to show him His glory. It’s the same wording 

here. This is what Jesus is doing. As they struggle against the sea and begin to lose hope, Jesus reveals 

His glory to them so that they know He is with them, caring for them. He is the human and divine 

together – walking on His two feet like a man and being blown around like a man, but walking on the sea 

as only God can do. Jesus is manifesting His glory to His people to assure them of His presence. 

 

Turn to Job 9:8-11 and watch how Jesus turns these verses on their head.  

 

Who alone stretches out the heavens and tramples down the waves of the sea; 

Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south; 

Who does great things, unfathomable, 

And wondrous works without number. 

Were He to pass by me, I would not see Him; 

Were He to move past me, I would not perceive Him. 

 

In Mark 6, Jesus is trampling down the waves of the sea, doing great and unfathomable works just 

like the Lord Almighty. But what about verse 11? “Were He to pass by me, I would not see Him.” 

 

With the coming of Jesus, the disciples could see Him. Job doesn’t even have categories for this. God 

is so mighty and unfathomable that if He were to pass by, Job knows he wouldn't even be able to see 

Him.  

 

Mark is saying, “Not anymore!”  

 

Here is One who tramples the sea, who does great and mighty works, but you can see Him. He has 

drawn near to us in flesh. No wonder the disciples are terrified. They don't have categories for this 

either. Their first instinct is to go to the superstitions of their culture, assuming Jesus must be a ghost. 

Remember how Marty McFly (in “Back to the Future”) shows up in the 1950s and plays rock ’n roll? 

Everyone just gapes at him because they don’t understand; they have no categories for this kind of 

music yet. Similarly, the disciples don’t have categories in which to place what they see, so they default 

to their assumptions: “Aaaaaagh! It’s a ghost!”  

 

But look at what Jesus does. Look at His kindness. He doesn’t rebuke them. He doesn’t say, “You 

idiots, I’m not a ghost. Row back and I’ll go find some other disciples.” He simply shows Himself to be 

God, and He even gives them a message of divine comfort: “Take courage; do not be afraid.” That’s a 

message often given by angels or by God Himself after a divine manifestation. Jesus gives that message 

from Himself, again offering evidence that He is the LORD. 

 



Literally, the text says, “Take courage, ‘I AM’; do not be afraid.” Jesus is claiming for Himself the Old 

Covenant name for God. With every action and every word, He is showing us that He is God. Then He 

gets in the boat, and the wind immediately stops. It’s just gone. Jesus shows the disciples His glory by 

controlling the storm.  

 

Even a couple thousand years later, this still disrupts our categories. We try to pigeonhole Jesus into 

roles we can understand: “He’s just a good teacher.” “He’s just a nice guy that we should act like.” “He’s 

just the guy who’s really pleased with me because I’m not like all those wicked people out there in the 

world. He’s the guy who approves my political voting record and my law-keeping and my life choices.” 

 

No, Jesus comes to us as the One who sympathizes with us in our need, but also as the incarnate 

LORD. He is more powerful than all our circumstances. He comes as One who loves us, but also as One 

who often leaves us in a storm for awhile so that he can show us His glory.  

 

Do you have categories for that? Do you have categories for Someone who does that even now, 

through things like preaching, reading your Bible, eating some bread, drinking out of a cup, praying, 

chatting with your friends who are Christians? Do you have categories for Someone who gives Himself in 

that way? 

 

Or do you just revert to your superstitions?  

 

“Well, if Jesus put me here, He must not love me.”  

 

“If Jesus doesn’t deliver me when I expect Him to, either He doesn’t love me, or He can’t really do 

anything about it. Otherwise, He would work with my timetable.”  

 

Do you get so distracted by your storms that you’re not even looking for Jesus where He promises to 

be – in the preaching, in the Scriptures, in the Supper, in the church?  Do you go to your superstitions, or 

do you believe, even in the midst of your storm, that Jesus is showing His glory to you, loving you, caring 

for you, putting you in the storm because that’s where He wants you for now? 

 

At this point, Mark plays “good cop/bad cop.” Jesus is the “good cop,” but Mark takes the opposite 

role. The disciples freak out and think Jesus is a ghost; Jesus loves them, He’s kind to them and tells 

them to take courage. Mark, on the other hand, issues a warning: when Jesus shows you His glory, don’t 

harden your heart.  

 

Jesus is kind to the disciples; Mark beats up on them a little. “They were utterly astonished, for they 

had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened” (v. 51). Despite 

the condition of their hearts, Jesus is still going to love them; He still is not going to cast them out of the 

boat. But Mark says, “If you’re trying to be a disciple of Jesus, don't do that. Don’t harden your heart.”  

 

This verse is a little surprising because but you’d probably expect the text to say the disciples hadn’t 

gained any insight from seeing Jesus walking on the sea, or from His telling them not to be afraid, or 

from seeing Him stop the wind. But that’s not what it says. It says they hadn’t gained any insight “from 



the loaves.” They didn't “get” the feeding of the 5,000, and that’s why they’re so afraid now. What is 

Mark saying? It’s this: If they had really understood the feeding of the 5,000, they would have 

understood what Jesus was doing when He came to them on the sea. 

 

There are parallels between Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 and Moses’ need to feed the Israelites in the 

wilderness. For Moses’ generation, the Lord Himself provided manna. Here in Mark 6, Jesus, the 

incarnate Lord, similarly feeds a multitude in the wilderness. Mark is saying that if the disciples had 

understood those parallels, they would have understood that Jesus was God incarnate, and it wouldn’t 

have surprised them to see Jesus walking on the sea.  

 

But they didn’t understand, and it was because their “heart was hardened.”  

 

That is harsh. 

 

Hardened hearts? Who is that language reserved for? Pharoah. The wicked wilderness generation 

that constantly tested God. The people who watch Jesus heal a man on the Sabbath and plot to kill Him. 

And now Mark accuses the disciples of being just like all those people, having a hardened heart. 

 

What is the point of this warning? Faith is hard. We should quit pretending it’s not. “Oh, it’s so easy 

to believe; I don’t know what’s wrong with all those people out there.” “Oh, Christianity, it’s so simple.” 

Is it? If it’s that easy to believe and to follow, why is it that the guys who are living with Jesus – the guys 

who have just watched Him feed 5,000 with a few hunks of bread and fish, who have just watched Him 

walk on the sea, who have just watched Him step into the boat and calm the storm – why is it that even 

these guys have hardened hearts? Faith is not easy. There is a constant temptation to harden your heart, 

to resist.  

 

So this is the question: Have you understood the loaves?  

 

Have you seen Jesus’ glory in the midst of the storm? Or do you keep going back to your 

superstitions?  

 

Have you understood the incarnate LORD who places you in the storm, and sees you, and loves you, 

and shows you His glory, and is powerful to save, and will save you in His time?  

 

If you have hardened your heart – if you have said, “Jesus can’t be that way, so He must not love 

me, or He must not care, or He must not be able to do anything” – then look again for this Jesus.  Look 

again for this Jesus who not only gives Himself to the danger of the sea, but who will say He has a 

‘baptism’ to undergo. He will be submerged in the stormy waters of God’s judgment on the cross. He 

gives Himself to that danger because He loves you. He gives Himself to that danger so He can show you 

His glory.  

 

Do you understand?  

 

Don’t harden your heart. Believe. 



 


