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GOD’S EFFECTUAL CALL, PART 2 

(SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: 10 Words; Luke 18:15-17 

INTRODUCTION 

We believe that God’s glorious work of salvation has an eternal foundation and is also applied to the 
elect in time. 

What is the order for God’s working of salvation in time? 

This is sometimes called the Order of Salvation or in Latin the Ordo Salutis. 

Robert Reymond provides a great summary of God’s work of grace. 

“The application of salvation, purchased in its entirety by Christ’s redemptive activity begins 
with God the Father’s irresistible call to the spiritually dead elect sinner, normally issued in and 
by the proclamation of the gospel, to enter into fellowship with Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit of Christ, working by and with that call, regenerates the spiritually dead elect sinner, 
enabling him thereby to repent of his sins and in faith to receive and rest upon Christ alone for 
salvation, in which activity he is united to Jesus Christ. The moment he believes in Christ, God 
forgives him of all his sins and declares him righteous in his sight, definitely sanctifies him, 
adopts him into his family and seals him to the day of redemption with the indwelling Spirit of 
adoption. 

The sinner, now a Christian, begins to experience the lifelong process of progressive 
sanctification, throughout which time he also perseveres in holiness by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, with the end and goal of this entire series of acts and processes being his glorification, 
into which state he is finally brought in the Eschaton at the return of Christ.1 

This answer is a great summary of many Scripture passages. 

It is the normal pattern that we see in Scripture and in our own lives and in the lives of others. 

With this in mind we recognize that there are special cases and safeguards that must be considered. 

What about infants and those mentally or physically incapable of expressing faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ? 

Scripture does shed light on this challenging and important question. 

                                                
1 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology, 712. 
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Especially in the last 80 years or so, many so-called Protestants and others have raised the question 
about sincere unbelievers. 

What about those who have never even heard about the name of Jesus Christ? 

To this question, Scripture gives a very clear answer, though not one that most people want to hear. 

As we consider the awesome subject of God’s salvation applied, you are called again to bow before our 
great God who alone has the power and the mercy to save sinners. 

Humility and trust are demanded. Here is your own comfort. 

We will give attention to two main points today. 

1. What about infants and others somehow incapable of expressing faith? 

2. What about sincere pagans and other nice people who hear but do not believe? 

 

1. WHAT ABOUT INFANTS AND OTHERS SOMEHOW INCAPABLE OF EXPRESSING FAITH? 

Last week we gave attention to a very important passage, the first part of John 3. 

Jesus speaking to one of the most powerful men in Israel declared: 

John 3:3   Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

I pointed out that the translation “born again” could also be translated as “born from above.”2 

Either translation – born again or born from above – indicates something that a man can have no part 
in bringing about. 

The only way of salvation is to be born again or born from above only through the working of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Further, we observed from John 3, five points related to the work of the Holy Spirit. The work of the 
Spirit is: 

1. prevenient (that is, it precedes all spiritual activity of man which pertains to salvation) 

2. monergisitic (accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit) 

3. mysterious (it cannot be observed or described) 

4. sovereign (it takes place when and where He wills) 

                                                
2 This is the NET translation. The ESV and HCSB translate as “born again” but note the other possible 
translation. 
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5. effectual (it invariably produces the desired result: the person consequently has spiritual abilities 
previously lacking – he can see and enter the kingdom).3 

So how does God bring His elect to saving faith? 

He does so through the word of God and the effectual working of the Holy Spirit. 

The elect are caused by the Holy Spirit to be regenerated or born again/born from above, so that they 
will believe and trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 

The question then is rightfully asked, what then about those who cannot demonstrate belief and trust in 
Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 

Here is the answer given by the WCF. 

10.3. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ, through the Spirit, 
who works when, and where, and how He pleases: so also are all other elect persons who are 
incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word. 

This answer given by the WCF does not answer every single question we might have on this subject, 
but it is a very important statement. 

It is an important statement because it safeguards the gospel while giving hope to believing parents. 

As cute and as precious as little babies are, we also must accept the truth of Scripture that all infants are 
born under righteous condemnation. 

They don’t become sinners when they reach their terrible twos. 

No, we believe that our children are born as sinners. 

Further, being cute and precious is not a claim in itself to salvation. 

Our only hope for the salvation of our children is the application of the work of Jesus Christ on the 
cross in their lives. 

The salvation of a little child or infant, precisely as the salvation of any adult, must have as its absolute 
ground the sovereign election of God and the working of the Holy Spirit.4 

Here we rejoice in the great truth that salvation never has as its foundation the choice or will of man. 

Now we believe that sinners are called to respond to the preaching of the gospel and recognize King 
Jesus and His death and resurrection as the only hope of salvation. 

But salvation never rests in the will of man but in the will and power of God. 

The language of the Confession to some seems almost sterile. 
                                                
3 G. I. Williamson, 90. 
4 A. A. Hodge, 176. 
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It should not be read as you read instructions for medicine you take. 

The language of the Confession is seeking to be very careful and in line with Scripture. 

Our comfort in the end is not the language of the Confession but the Word of God. 

Only then as the Confession is accurately portraying the Word of God is itself giving true comfort and 
hope. 

Written a little bit earlier in 1619, we have another important statement concerning the faith, the 
Canons of Dordt. 

Listen to the words of Article 17: Children of Believers Who Die in Infancy. 

Seeing we must judge of God’s will by his word, which testifies unto us that the children of the 
faithful are holy, not in their own nature, but by the benefit of the gracious covenant, wherein 
they together with their parents are comprised; godly parents ought not to doubt the election 
and salvation of their children, whom God calls out of this life in their infancy. 

Notice that this statement also I believe seeks to safeguard the truth of God’s Word. 

We don’t say that all children of believers are some how automatically elect. 

That is not what God’s Word teaches. 

Children of believing parents who die, either in the womb or as infants or who are incapable of making 
a profession of faith, we believe are elected and saved by the Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

What is the basis we have in Scripture for such belief and hope? 

From the OT Scripture it is the testimony of King David and the judgment he received in that the child 
resulting from his wicked actions died. 

When the child was clinging to life, David pleaded with God for the child, fasted, and lay all night on 
the ground. And this lasted not just for the night but for the week! 

David for the week was under a tremendous burden. 

This burden was lifted in the death of the child. 

On the seventh day the child day. 

David’s servants were afraid to bring this news to him. 

Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can 
we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!” (2 Sam. 12:18) 

David realized by the whispering of his servants, that the child died. 

What was King David’s response? 



Page 5 of 9 - 12/6/15 

Even greater anger? 

No, David were are told arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, changed his clothes, and 
went into the house of the LORD and worshipped. 

When he came back to his own house, he requested food and ate. 

His servants were baffled! 

This made no sense to them. 

David explained his actions. 

2Sam. 12:22   And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can 
tell whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’  23 But now he is dead; 
why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 

David’s comfort was not simply that one day he would die. 

What comfort is that? 

David’s comfort was believing that he would be reunited with this beloved son in the life to come. 

David’s hope we can say was in the Son who would die one day in his place so that he could go to this 
son who died as a result of his great sin. 

Now this is just a story, isn’t it? 

Are we not to be careful in developing our theology just narratives? 

It is true that this account from 2 Sam. 12 does not read like the book of Romans, but if we are careful, 
we do learn deep theological truths from these texts. 

As we see in the Psalm 16, David believed in the resurrection from the dead. 

David in Psalm 16 as Peter says was speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ and His mighty triumph over sin. 

Friends, let us always make sure our hope is anchored in God’s justice and His mercy in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It is the Lord Jesus Christ who declared, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; 
for of such is the kingdom of God.” 

This is along with the sure knowledge of God’s sovereignty in salvation is the hope for parents who 
have children whom God takes while infants or are otherwise incapable. 

May we always be humbled before our great God even as we rejoice in His mercy and salvation. 

 

2. WHAT ABOUT SINCERE PAGANS AND OTHER NICE PEOPLE WHO HEAR BUT DO NOT BELIEVE? 
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The final section of the WCF dealing with Effectual Calling focuses attention on those who are not 
elected before the foundation of the world. 

There are two main types of people who fall into this category. 

There are some who do hear the word but never coming to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

There are others who never hear the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and so they also never come to 
saving faith in Jesus Christ though they may be sincere. 

Let us briefly consider what God’s Word says about those in both categories. 

To those in the first category, it is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself who has the strongest words of 
condemnation for those who hear but do not believe. 

This I believe is quite significant. 

To the world, Jesus is molded into a wise, loving sage. He is someone that never really commanded 
anything but was a really nice person.  

According to the world, if Jesus had a bumper sticker it would read, “Everything is ok and everyone is 
welcome.” 

But is this true picture of the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Far from it. 

We do not deny the compassion and love of our Lord. 

We also must not deny His words. 

 

Matt. 7:22 Many will say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I 
will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

Listen also to the very sobering words found near the end of John 6. 

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him.  65 And 
He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted 
to him by My Father.” 66   From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with 
Him no more. 

It is also from our Lord that we learn that there are those who for a time seem to be true believers but 
are truly not part of those called unto eternal life. 
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Matt. 13:20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. 
For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 
Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

Additionally Hebrews 6:4-5 speaks of those who receive great benefits from hearing the Word and 
being part of the Christian community and yet who do not truly come to believe but turn away. 

Heb. 6:4   For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,  5 and have tasted the good word 
of God and the powers of the age to come,  6 if they fall away, to renew them again to 
repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open 
shame. 

John Murray wrote very accurately: 

“The Scripture itself, therefore, leads us to the conclusion that it is possible to have very 
uplifting, ennobling, reforming, and exhilarating experience of the power and truth of the 
gospel, to come into such close contact with the supernatural forces which are operative in 
God’s kingdom of grace that these forces produce effects in us which to human observation are 
hardly distinguishable from those produced by God’s regenerating and sanctifying grace and 
yet be not partakers of Christ and heirs of eternal life.”5 

These who hear and even seem to believe might be very nice, warm and giving people. 

The judgment of God is not the judgment of man. 

The fatal defect is refusal to believe and rest alone in Jesus Christ for salvation. 

The fault in this case cannot be placed on God. 

Men on the day of judgment will not be judged because they were not elect but because of their 
rebellion, sinfulness, unbelief, and hatred of God and His truth. 

 

The second category are those who never even had the blessing of hearing the name of Jesus and the 
wonders of the gospel explained to them. 

Some might say, well it makes sense that those who hear but do not believe might be judged. 

But surely those who never had a preacher or missionary declare the truth cannot be held responsible. 

                                                
5 Cited by Williamson, 94. John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied, n.p. cited. 
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This statement must be answered carefully according to God’s truth. 

Very tragically there are many denominations and others who would say that although believing in 
Jesus is pretty important it might not necessarily be the only hope for those who have never heard. 

For those who have never heard, as long as they follow what they know and are humble and sincere, we 
must say either we don’t know or give a positive affirmation of salvation. 

Not only have such statements like this been uttered, but the role of missions over the past 80 years or 
so has been transformed accordingly. 

Back in the 1930’s through the invitation of John D. Rockefeller, a very intensive study of current 
missions endeavors was undertaken involving seven denominations.6 

A report was produced in 1932 which said among other things that foreign missions should seek to 
learn as well as teach. Rather than conversion, we should look for partnership and agreement.7 

Out of this impulse and others, missions has been transformed into social agency and relief.  

Good works rather than the proclamation of the fullness of the gospel is the end goal. 

We are aware of this rebellion that infests all aspects of the professing church today. 

It is like a cancer in its spread and the effects it has brought! 

My friends, we must stand strong against this damnable heresy in both words and actions. 

Gal. 1:6   I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 
Christ, to a different gospel,  7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and 
want to pervert the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

As A. A. Hodge stated, “To admit that men may be saved irrespectively of Christ is virtually to deny 
Christ.”8 

Listen to three final passages which make this matter so clear for those who will hear the truth. 

Acts 4:12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 

Eph. 2:12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 

                                                
6 A great summary is found at: 
http://library.columbia.edu/content/dam/libraryweb/locations/burke/fa/mrl/ldpd_4492660.pdf  
7 G. I. Williamson, 94. 
8 Hodge, 176. 
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John 14:6   Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. 

 

CONCLUSION AND TRANSITION TO COMMUNION: 

1. May God give us a true burden to see the advancement of the gospel. 

2. Let us rejoice always in its truth and seek that it is safeguarded from any inventions by man. 

 

Awe, humility, and thankfulness as we come to the Lord’s Table. 

 

Benediction –  Hebrews 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. 


