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Did you enjoy that? I want to encourage you tonight or rather this afternoon both at 4 and
6 o'clock, these young people are also going to be a part of our Christmas celebration 
tonight. You do not want to miss tonight. In fact, tonight of all the Christmas activities 
tonight, I bet what's happening here is going to be the best thing on the calendar so we 
would encourage you to be here tonight.

Now, speaking of your calendars, is it just our family or does it look like there are more 
activities than days on your calendars the season? It's one of those busy times of the year.
In fact, one of the most challenging things of this time of the year is to keep Christ in 
Christmas. Our schedules are so busy, there are so many opportunities, there are so many 
things that are a possibility in our lives and today as we are convicted, as we are 
challenged by the word of God, today is one of those days we're going to make sure that 
we've got our priorities in line, we're going to make sure that we have our focus where it 
needs to be. Today is one of those days from the word of God that we are going to be 
challenged to make sure that this Christmas season, that Jesus Christ doesn't get put by 
the wayside in the midst of all the celebration. So I'm going to encourage you just to pray 
with me that the distractions of this world just for a brief moment will fall by the wayside
so that the word of God can permeate our lives.

Let's pray.

Lord, in the stillness of this room, it may be the only stillness we have for quite some 
time, for we know that the noise of the season sometimes can become deafening, the 
activities, the endeavors, the point on our schedules. Lord, you know that many of us 
come already tired, many of us come already distracted, many of us come already 
frustrated with the season at hand. Lord, we know that the season wouldn't exist if it were
not for an empty tomb and a risen Savior so, Lord, I pray today, that our eyes and our 
focus would not be on the activities around us but on the one whom the season is named 
after. Lord, may you keep Jesus Christ at the forefront of our minds, not just through the 
whole season but in the next few moments. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

I want to encourage you this morning to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 5 and 
today is the last day for a long time that you're going to hear me say turn in your Bibles to
1 John. Why? Because today is what I like to call caboose Sunday. This is the end of the 
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train. Today we come to 1 John 5:21 and if you're a first-time guest or visitor, we've been
walking through this book of the Bible for some time now and today is the last day. Now,
typically I would say this is caboose Sunday but in light of the fact that this is the 
Christmas season, maybe today is that day that we're going to tie a bow on things; we're 
going to wrap up the whole present. For the last few months we've been discussing, we've
been looking at this concept known as authentic Christianity. In the midst of all kinds of 
different mixed messages about what Christianity is supposed to be or ought to be, 1 John
does this excellent job of laying out for us what we are to believe, how we are to act, how
we are supposed to speak, how do we look at the world, how do we look at others, how 
do we look at concepts like love and generosity and other items, and today I believe that 
1 John ends with one of the most peculiar statements in all of the Bible.

Now, I think one of the most interesting endings to a book of the Bible is the book of 
Jonah. The book of Jonah, you know the famous story about Jonah and the whale, the 
book of Jonah actually ends with a question mark but I think next to the end of Jonah is 
this verse. Here is a book of the Bible that has been addressed to believers, here's a book 
of the Bible that has been challenging believers to grow in their faith, challenging them to
mature in their faith, challenging them to be all that they should be for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and look at how it ends, one very simple climactic statement, "Little children, keep
yourselves from idols." 

Now, that term "little children" is used seven times in the book of 1 John. It is not limited
just to those who are new in their faith. In fact, in chapter 2 we studied, the Bible talks 
about little children and young men and fathers and those that are maturing in their faith, 
and one of the things we discussed in chapter 2 is just because one grows in the 
relationship with the Lord, does not remove them from the description of being a child of 
God or a little child of God. We are called all throughout Scripture the sons, the 
daughters of God, the children of God, so in this passage when it says "little children" do 
not think, "Oh, this is only for new believers or this is only for those who have not grown 
in their faith." No, in fact what we see in 1 John is that when it uses the phrase "little 
children" it means for all believers and what we're about to see is that it may be those of 
you who have been saved the longest, it may be those of you who have walked with Jesus
the longest chronologically that may struggle with this verse more than those that are new
believers. 

So please understand this passage today is for all of us, not just for some of us and it says 
we should keep ourselves from idols. Now, in our culture today, particularly in the 
Western world, when we think of an idol, we think of animistic cultures, oftentimes 
cultures "on the other side of the world" who bow down to rocks and do incense and all 
types of items of a physical nature, but what we're going to see in just a moment is 
idolatry goes beyond just those physical animistic qualities. In fact, really the main first 
mention of idolatry in the Bible goes all the way back to the book of Exodus and we are 
going to address that in just a moment. 

But it says that we should keep ourselves from idols. You know, if you think about the 10
Commandments, as a believer in Jesus Christ, the first one shouldn't really be 
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troublesome, have no other gods before you. That shouldn't be hard. Why? Because we 
believe there is one true God, we believe there is one Savior, his name is Jesus Christ. It  
is completely an antithesis to Christianity to even recognize any other God. That one's 
easy but the second one is what 1 John 5:21 is about, have no other graven images, have 
no idols before us. I think it's interesting that this book of the Bible that addresses what 
does Christianity look like ends with don't mess up on Commandment 2. Why? Because 
oftentimes this is the one that will derail us the rest of the way and I think what's 
important for us to understand when it says, "Little children, keep yourselves from idols,"
we need to understand the source for idols. In fact, let me define what an idol is. It is 
more than just something that somebody bows down to. It is more than something that 
somebody would light incense toward. An idol for our definition today is anything and 
everything that gets in our way of God. In other words, if whatever it is keeps us from 
seeing God for who he is or keeps us from being what God has desired us to be, then it 
can become an idol in our lives. Now, I want to be honest from the forefront, I don't think
anybody woke up today and put on your clothes, got dressed and said, "I'm going to be an
idolater today." I don't think any of you did that because what we're going to discuss 
today is that when idols creep up in our lives oftentimes it's not intentional. Oftentimes 
we have the best of intentions but something can creep up in our lives that blocks our 
view of God. 

Allow me to illustrate. Some years ago, I went through a rite of passage for a young man 
from where I'm from, I played football. Now, you can tell by looking at my height, I was 
not the greatest of football players and my career was not very long. It's not real difficult 
to figure out what position I played, I was a fullback. You say, "Well, what does a 
fullback do?" Well, if you're not familiar, a fullback is the guy that when you're in the 
huddle, they say, "We want you to run through the line, hit the biggest guy you can find 
so that the fast guy can go and score and while the cheerleaders are excited about him, 
you're going to be bleeding on the floor." That's what a fullback is. But I was a baseball 
player, that was my sport of choice, and I don't mean this braggadocios, I just mean that 
the Lord gave me a canon for an arm. Now, he didn't give me much height but he gave 
me a good arm. Well, our team was struggling with the passing game and one day our 
coaches were all frustrated and I'm already in the backfield as a fullback and so one day 
at practice one of the coaches said, "Well, Meyers, you've got a good arm, let's try you at 
quarterback." I said, "What?" He said, "Let's try you at quarterback." I said, "Coach, I 
don't think this is going to go well." He said, "You've got a canon of an arm, son, let's see
what you can do." I said, "All right." Well, back then obviously they didn't do the fast-
paced West Coast type offense of today with the shotgun and such so I went in the center 
and I knew the plays because I was already in the backfield. I called the play out, it was a 
very simple one. I did a drop back and then I dropped my arms. The coaches started 
yelling, screaming, whistles blowing. They said, "Meyers, what's wrong?" I said, "Coach,
I can't see." They said, "What do you mean you can't see?" Now, you understand these 
linemen, they are huge massive guys and I'm not so much, and when I did that little short 
drop back, I could not see over the offensive line. We had the best intentions. There was 
no malcontent. All that happened was as we were going about, something crept up that 
blocked my view of the playing field and that's what an idol is in our life. 
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An idol is much like a brick. I want you to think about a brick for just a moment. A brick 
is not good and/or bad. It's what you do with the brick that changes everything. You can 
take a brick and you can build a house for somebody who doesn't have one. You can take 
a brick and you can throw it through somebody's house in an act of hatred. You see, the 
brick is not good and/or bad, it's what we do with the brick. And as we discuss this 
concept of idolatry today, please hear me clearly from the very beginning that the things 
we're going to discuss are not inherently bad and/or evil, in fact oftentimes have the best 
of intentions, but when they get between us and God, when they block us for seeing who 
the Lord is in our life, then they can become idolatrous. So a definition for an idol is 
anything and everything that gets between us and God so that we cannot see him as we 
should see him.

Now, let me describe an idol for you. That idol in description is that which takes our 
time, our attention, our resources etc. that are meant for the Lord that now go to that idol. 
Allow me to illustrate. The book of Exodus 32. It's a very famous story in the history of 
the Israelites. A man by the name of Moses, his brother Aaron had been commissioned 
by God to lead the Israelites out of bondage and captivity from Egypt. They come out 
with those famous 10 plagues. They go across the Red Sea. They find themselves in what
we know as the wilderness. During that experience, Moses has been called upon to go on 
the mount for 40 days and 40 nights. You know that he's going to come down with what 
we know as the 10 Commandments but while he is there, the people began to mumble 
and grumble and complain that the one who led them out of Egypt is not there, the one 
who led them across the Red Sea is not there, the one who gave them instruction is no 
longer there and they don't know what to do. You know what happens at the end of the 
story, they began to give their earrings and their jewelry and Aaron begins to take a 
special item and he begins to mold and to fashion what we know as that famous golden 
calf, probably the greatest single picture of an idol in the Bible. Moses hears all the noise 
down below. The Lord tells him to go because there is debauchery and rebellion in the 
camp. By the time he gets down there, the golden calf has been set up. The people are 
bowing. They are worshiping. They are celebrating. They are singing. They are putting 
their attention on that which was made by human hands. They are putting their attention 
on that which was formed and was fashioned. Moses comes down, he asks his brother, he
says, "Aaron, how did this happen?" One of the most rudimentary ignorant answers to a 
question in the history of mankind, Aaron says, "I don't know, brother, all I know is, 
proof, it just showed up." No, it didn't. That golden calf just did not occur, there was this 
lengthy process. It had to be formed, it had to be fashioned, the items had to be given, but
before that occurred – listen to me, church – before that occurred, the Israelites in Exodus
32 say, "Moses is no longer here. We need something to give attention to." And they 
formed that idol.

You see, the description of idolatry in our life is when that thing that creeps up in our life 
receives the attention that God deserves. It receives the resources that God deserves. It 
receives the accolades that only the Lord himself deserves. So when it says, "Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols," this book of the Bible ends by telling us, "Make 
sure that things don't creep up in your life to take your attention away from the Lord that 
have no business taking attention from the Lord." Which brings us to this season of 

Page 4 of 9



idolatry. Probably not a time in our lives with more activity than this season. In fact, it is 
the Christmas season that has become so lucrative for business; it has become so good at 
least for the economics that I think the Hallmark Channel starts the Christmas movies 
about July 4. I think that's about when they start them, and the advertisements begin and 
the music begins to play and this is the season for gatherings, it is the season for 
festivities, it is the season for decoration, it is the season for eating. It is the season for all 
these things which inherently in and of themselves are not bad. They are much like the 
brick. The question is: does the season replace the Savior? The question is: do the 
decorations, do the festivities, do the gatherings become more important than the Savior?

I'm going to give you a little theological nugget this morning. Did you know that if it 
were not for an empty tomb, December 25 would be another day on the calendar? Have 
you thought about that? All of the endeavors, all the activities of what we know as 
Christmas are only because Jesus rose from the dead. If he did not rise from the dead, 
nobody would ever celebrate his birthday. So this season of giving and this season of 
decoration, the season of festivities, let us remind ourselves that the season should never 
get in the way of the Savior.

Now, how do these idols creep up? Well, I think the first one is what I'm going to call the
idol of "tradition." What I mean by tradition or our activities, the things that we are 
involved in: the gatherings, the events, the crowded busy schedule. Now, when we look 
at these traditions who so easily can block our view of God in the season, I think there are
two ways that the traditions can creep up in the form of idolatry. Now, the first one is 
illustrated by a man by the name of Amon, it's 2 Kings 21. Now, you may not be real 
familiar with Amon but you may have heard of his dad named Manasseh. Manasseh was 
one of the most wicked kings in all of Israel's history. He was a full-fledged on steroids 
idolater. He worshiped Baal. He worshiped Ashteroth. In fact, the Bible says he allowed 
his child to pass through the fire of Molech. You say, "What is that?" He took an infant 
child of his own and made a human sacrifice to a false God. Now, this is what we call a 
serious idolater. He is full-fledged. His son Amon comes on the scene after he dies and 
passes away. The Bible says that Amon kept the high places, he kept the groves, he kept 
the worship for Ashteroth. He kept everything as his dad had and here's what the Bible 
says in 2 Kings 21, he only continued that which his dad had already put into place. You 
know, sometimes when we look at the festivities and all the trappings of Christmas, all 
the things that can take our attention away from Jesus are things we've been doing our 
whole lives. It's things that we've been doing in our community for decades and we just 
know it as a part of the season and we oftentimes don't realize it's those things that can 
take our time and our attention away from the one whom the season is even named after.

But sometimes these traditions, they are not, shall I say, inherited, they are imported. 
They come to us by other people who intersect in our lives much like Solomon. Now, 
Solomon in 1 Kings 11, known as the wisest man in the world, a man when the Lord 
came to him and said, "What do you want? Do you want money? Do you want riches? 
Do you want fame? What do you want?" He said, "Give me wisdom. Give me the ability 
to know to do with what I already have." The Lord said, "Because you asked for wisdom,
you got it." We could go story after story about how the wisdom of Solomon was 
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displayed in his life but we would have to question his wisdom in 1 Kings 11. Now, 
ladies, don't get upset with me. Guys, just work with me. 1 Kings 11, the wisest man in 
the world decided he needed 700 wives. Woo! I struggle with one. 700 and 300 
concubines. Now, when you look at 1 Kings 11, it then begins to talk about that all these 
ladies brought their false gods. They brought their idols. They brought all of this stuff 
into his home and into his life and he began to join with them in the idolatry. You know, 
sometimes it's the friendships that befall us, sometimes it's the relationships, sometimes 
it's when we move into a new community. There are traditions and ideas and different 
ways of doing things and pretty soon there is all this stuff on the calendar and all these 
things that are happening and we're so busy doing Christmas we forgot about Jesus. 

We didn't mean to. We didn't wake up the day after Thanksgiving and say, "Yep, I'm 
ready for the season of idolatry." No. We had best intentions, we were just doing 
gatherings, we were just having festive moments, we were just enjoying ourselves. And 
it's so easy whether it's been there our whole lives or whether it just creeps up, all of a 
sudden because of whatever, that all of a sudden the season and all the trappings of the 
season overtake the Savior in our lives. So as we walk through this Christmas season, 
let's be challenged. Let's keep ourselves from this. Let's keep ourselves from the season 
overtaking the Savior.

But I think there's another idol that creeps up in our lives, once again, unintentionally. It's
the idol of treasures. Stuff. You do realize that the overwhelming majority if not 
everything that you give to somebody else this season will one day fade away, go out of 
style, rust or decay. So what happens is we end up spending so much not just time but our
resources on giving of gifts. Now, there's nothing wrong with giving of gifts but several 
years ago somebody passed this theological quandary past me. I don't even remember 
who originally said this to me but it sticks in my head every time this time of year. Here's
what they said, they said, "Jeff, do you find it interesting that oftentimes we give away 
more gifts to people than even Jesus got?" Have you ever thought of that? Matthew 2:11 
says they gave him gold, frankincense and myrrh, three gifts. I'm not here to tell you if 
you give somebody four gifts you're a bad person. That's not the point. The point is 
oftentimes we are so interested in what we give to others or what we are giving to others 
we forget it's the gift of salvation that is why Christmas even exists.

You know, there are lots of studies that come out this time of year about Christmas 
giving, the one of which I'm going to relate to you says that the average American family,
now some of you are below average, some of you are above average, but the average 
American family will this year spend $950 in Christmas presents. That's average, $950. 
Now, I just want to share something with you. This is also the season and many of you 
may or may not be familiar with what we know as the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
This is the time of year where we as a church gather together, you may be new to our 
church family, you may be new to being in a "Baptist church," but this is what we've 
been doing for over 100 years, we come together and we gather our resources to give 
directly to the missionaries that are overseas serving, many of them without the 
necessities that they need to do what God has called them to do, and this is when we give 
to that. The reason I bring that up and I'm not here to guilt anybody, I'm here to convict 
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myself as well, am I as interested in giving to missions as I am to giving to others? Now, 
work with me for just a moment. Almost if not everything that I give to somebody else 
will rust, rot, decay or fall apart, but the message of the Gospel that our missionaries give 
every day is eternal and it never goes away. So something just to think about. Am I more 
interested in the stuff of this world or in the Savior of the season? We don't intend to do 
it. It's not something we wake up and say, "I want to go contrary." No, what happens is 
we get so caught up in the season and the music is intoxicating and the parties go on day 
after day after day, and we wake up and realize, "Boy, we had Christmas and we missed 
Jesus." 

Oftentimes it becomes the season for this struggle which begs the question: what's the 
solution? Notice what 1 John 5:21 says, "Little children, keep yourselves, keep 
yourselves from this. Make sure that it does not happen." You say, "How do I make sure 
it doesn't happen?" Well, first off you've got to have the right perspective. Your 
perspective needs to be on the Savior and not the season. The Meyers' family has a 
unique tradition in our home. I don't remember when it started, I don't know if it was 
Tracy, myself, I don't know if it was a joint endeavor but I'm grateful that it occurs. We 
have a Christmas tree much like you do, a family Christmas tree with ornaments and 
decorations and hopefully presents around the bottom, but one of the things that we do in 
our home that is very unique is our Christmas tree topper. Now, there are all kinds of 
Christmas tree toppers and people have all kinds of family heirlooms and neat things that 
they purchase, make, whatever it may be. Let me share with you what's at the top of the 
Meyers' family Christmas tree: it's a replica of the crown of thorns. That's our tree topper.
You say, "Well, that's a little gruesome." No, it's about having the right perspective. The 
decorations are great. The presents are wonderful. The parties, man, they're a lot of fun. 
But if it weren't for that crown of thorns, we wouldn't be here and we wouldn't be 
celebrating, we wouldn't be decorating, we wouldn't be having all these festivities. And 
you don't have to go home and put a crown of thorns on your tree but just think about a 
perspective of what can happen in your life, what can you do in your home and your 
family so as to make sure that you don't lose Jesus in the midst of Christmas which leads 
to the last point: keep yourselves. What we need to do is have some parameters. We need 
to set up some boundaries in our lives so that we don't go there. We need to set up some 
things in our lives so that the "idols" of the season have no way of creeping up or 
creeping into our lives. 

I want to encourage you if you're able to to turn in your Bibles to the book of Mark 10. I 
want to introduce you to a young man who we often call the rich young ruler. I'm going 
to share with you his story and then together we're going to read a short statement that he 
makes here in Mark 10. We call him the rich young ruler because in one of the Gospels 
he's called rich and in one of them he's called young so we combine them to this rich 
young ruler. This individual comes to Jesus questioning whether he understands what 
eternal life means. Jesus then postulates to him about the keeping of the commandments. 
He says, "I have honored my mother and my father. I've never done this, I've never done 
that." About five of the commandments he agrees to, to which then Jesus says, "Then sell
everything you've got and give to the poor." The Bible says he hangs his head, he goes 
away sad because he had many possessions. Hear me clearly, church: Jesus was not 
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teaching that if you sell everything you get to go to heaven. What he was teaching this 
young man was that, yes, he may have obeyed many of the commandments but he 
obviously had a coveting problem because he coveted his wealth more than he did other 
people. What Jesus was demonstrating to him was that he, like you and I, have a sin 
problem.

But we back up the story. When this young man brags about the commandments that he 
has kept, I want you to notice what he says in verse 20, he says, "he answered and said 
unto him, Master, all these I have observed from my youth." In other words, what he is 
communicating is the same idea in 1 John 5:21, "I have put up some parameters. I have 
done some things in my life so that I cannot violate these principles and these 
commandments." 

I don't know what this means for your life. I'm just going to give some suggestions. 
Please hear me clearly: none of these suggestions are meant to be guilt ridden, none of 
them are meant to be absolutes in your life. I just want to get the wheels in your head 
turning. Could it be that a parameter we set up in our lives would be to make sure that we
don't go to more parties than we do worship services? Could it be that as we give and as 
we spend money on others, we make it a point that we at least consider giving to the Lord
what we're willing to give to those that are around us? Could it be that in the midst of all 
of the chaos of the season where there is so much demand for our time, that we set aside 
extra time just to spend with the Lord so we are not distracted from the craziness of the 
season? I don't know what that means in your life but what I do know is the only way to 
keep idols from creeping up in our lives, it says that we have to keep ourselves, we have 
to do what this rich young ruler did, we have to make sure that there is nothing that can 
penetrate our lives. That's why I have a fence in my backyard, so my dogs can't get out 
and other things can't get in. That's why you have locks on your doors, so that things can't
get out and others cannot come in. Maybe this season when it says keep ourselves from 
idols, maybe we need to be like this rich young ruler, we need to make sure that there is 
nothing that can creep up in our lives that would become idolatrous. Hear me clearly one 
more time: there is nothing wrong with social gatherings, there is nothing wrong with 
getting together to eat and festivities, there is nothing wrong with giving gifts, there is 
nothing wrong with decorations, the problem is when all that stuff becomes the reason for
the season rather than the Savior of which the season is even named after.

Let's pray with our heads bowed, our eyes closed. Maybe this morning you're that  
individual, maybe you're that person this morning that said, "I have not only missed Jesus
in the midst of Christmas, I've missed him in the midst of my whole life." I've got some 
great news for you this morning: you are here at the right time and the right place for 
there is a Savior by the name of Jesus Christ who we celebrate at Christmas who came 
for you. He was born for you. He lived for you. He went to the cross for you. He rose 
from the dead so that you could be forgiven and you can be saved. And here's the better 
news: that can be a reality in your life today. You don't have to jump through a bunch of 
hoops, you don't have to check off a bunch of boxes, the Bible says whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. If that's who you are this morning, let me encourage you
just to have a very serious conversation with God. You don't have to have this 
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conversation out loud, you don't even have to say maybe the same words that I would 
say, but maybe the conversation would go a little something like this. "God, I recognize  
today that I've missed you in the midst of my life. As I've gone to and fro, I've gone here, 
I've gone there, but I've never come to Jesus. And I understand for the first time today 
how important Jesus is to my life, not just today in the here and now but for all of 
eternity. Lord, I want you to know that I know I'm the problem. I know that I have 
sinned. I know that I have messed up. I know that I'm the one with the issues and that 
Jesus I believe is the answer. I believe that he is the Savior. I believe he is the only one 
who can forgive me. And so, Lord, I'm asking you right now to forgive me of my sin. 
Save me, God. I cannot save myself and I know nobody else but Jesus can. Lord, this 
morning I don't know all the answers to all of life's problems but I know that Jesus is the 
answer to my sin problem so I'm asking you to forgive me, I'm asking you to save me. In 
the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today who 
needs to step out and step forward and make that declaration. Maybe you're that 
individual today who has already been saved, already believed on Jesus, but you've never 
followed in baptism. Maybe you're that individual, that couple, that family, that today at 
this "Christmas season" what better time than to plant your lives in the life of this church.
Whatever decision it is that you need to make, we want you to know we're here to 
celebrate with you. This is not a time of condemnation. This is a time of celebration.

Lord, as we prepare for this time of invitation, thank you that in the midst of mixed 
messages, in the midst of so much verbiage in this world, that the message of Christmas 
is still the same. You are a Savior who came seeking us sinners to save us. Lord, if 
necessary, may that become a reality in our lives today. It is in the name of Jesus Christ 
we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.

Page 9 of 9


