
“Choosing Wisely” 
Recognizing God’s Will 

Genesis 13:11-18 

 

 

 

Good choices are accompanied by :   

I.   Contemplation - “which went with Abram”        (vs. 11-13)   
 

Considering its  effect on :   
 

 A.  Direction – “Lot journeyed east” 

Lot pitch tent towards, Lived in, Was a leader (at the gate) of 

Sodom 

 B.  Distinction –“separated themselves… one from the other”  
 

 C.  Disappointments – “wicked…sinners…exceedingly”  

  

II.  Confirmation – “ And the Lord said unto Abram”(vs. 14-17) 
  

Experiencing providential:   
 

A.  Vision  - “Lift up now thine eyes” 
  

B.  Vitality -“and to thy seed forever”  
 

C.  Vindication  -“for I will give it unto thee” 

 It was Abrams land…even though he let Lot pick 

III.  Consecration - “Abram removed…came…built”      (v. 18)      

 

Empowered to  :                        It’s the difference (____) believers! 
  

 A.   Respond (for)  – “Then Abram removed his tent” 

 Before the picking came prayer, worship, then humility and 

magnanimousbehavior 

  B.   Reside (between)–“and dwelt in the plain of Mamre” 

Hebron means “fellowship” to abide with Christ is to share 

everything 

C.   Respect (in)  –“and built an altar unto the Lord” 

 Sentence Sermon:  
“Choosing wisely happens when we honor our calling and values 

while trusting God’s goodness.”   
  

Additional Verses   

 James 1:5, 20 

 Genesis 17:5; chapter 19 

  II Peter 2:7-8 

 Galatians 3:7-9, 16, 29 

 Romans 4:11; 8:27; 11:26-29 

 Joshua 1:3 

 Ephesians 5:21 

 I Peter 2:9; 5:5 

 Proverbs 3:5-6 

 Philippians 4:6-8 

 Jeremiah 29:11 

 Isaiah 30:21 
 

Questions to Ponder: 
 1. What is wrong with Lot’s choice of land? 

 2. What light does II Corinthians 6:14-7:1 shed ? 

 3. Where did Abram’s unselfishness come from? What are some 

other ways to describe Abram’s state of mind? 

 4. What parallels are there in  Lot’s activities in verses 10-11 with 

what God told Abram to do in verses 14-15? 

 5.  What two promises concerning Abram’s seed does God make?  

When is each fulfilled? 

 6. Why do you think God invited Abram to walk the property? 

How would you describe how you would have felt to tour your new 

property? 

 7. What does verse 18 tell us about Abram’s faith? 



V. 11 –  

 Lot journeyed east = bad …away 

from presence of God 

 They separated themselves the one 

from the other = Good? Bad? 

Indifferent?   
V. 12 

 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan =  He was in 

the promised land and awaiting further direction 

from God 

 Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain =  he needed 

more room …not good or bad but necessary 

 And pitched his tent toward Sodom = “leaning  in 

the direction of “  not a tent with a good 

view…almost like he was fascinated with the city 

and its residents. 

 

V. 13  

 But  =  Here is the problem …not just ok BUT 

 The men of Sodom = the leadership  

 Wicked = what they were  = bad, evil(unpleasant, 

malignant, worst than) 

 Sinners = why they were deemed wicked 

(offenders) 

 Exceedingly = How much they sinned ( muchness, 

greatly, mightiliy)  

 

V. 14  

 And the Lord said to Abram = this is 

enlightenment, illumination, and revelation. 

 After that Lot was separated from him = why is this 

phrase included?  Maybe just for chronological 

correctness but maybe also for our benefit in 

knowing that we will learn a lot more about why 

God is leading us a certain direction after we make 

the hard decision to say no to something or 

someone in order to free us up to say YES to what 

God has for us. 

 Lift up now thine eyes = interesting parallel to verse 10 

where Lot lifted up his eyes.  God will give us His 

perspective in due time.  Being visionary is simply 

asking God why has He brought me here with these 

people at this time and what does He want from me? 

V. 15  

 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 

it, and to thy seed for ever. = repeat of the promise 

with added clarity …now we see that God states 

the promise of land with it being clearly : 

 

 

o Identified = look around..N, S, E, W 

o Individualized = Abram will receiv 

o Interactive = He could walk on it 



 V. 16  

 Thy seed as the dust of the earth = even though 

Abram had 0 kids at this time…he would have 

more than anyone would like to count…now and in 

the millennial kingdom and spiritually as the father 

of our faith. 

 

V. 17  

 Arise , walk = God wanted Abram to take Him 

LITERALLY 

 Length and breath = 2 dimensions….dont know if 

he was going to retain the mineral rights because 

that would have included depth 

V. 18  

 Then Abram =  in response to God 

 Removed his tent = repitched it somewhere else 

 Came and dwelt = entered and remained  

 Mamre = fatness 

 Hebron = association or fellowship 

 Built an altar unto the Lord = worship, 

consecration, and devotion   

 

 

“Choosing wisely happens when we honor our calling and 

values while trusting God’s goodness.”   

 


