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KEEP THE LIGHT ON AT CHRISTMAS 

John 1: 1-18, 8: 12 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Part of the Christmas spirit that inspires us today is the certain hope of the soon 

coming day when our Lord Jesus will come for the second time, No longer will He 

be the baby in the manger, but He will be Lord of all the earth and the Lamb will 

be the Light. There will be no need of the star of Bethlehem, for the Lord God will 

be our Light, and we will reign with Him for ever and ever. That certain hope is the 

ultimate fulfillment of all God’s Christmas promises. The Babe of Bethlehem, who 

became our Substitute dying for our sin, who became the Christ of the Cross, will 

revisit our terrorized planet, the place for thirty three years that was His temporary 

home. But this time Jesus will not come in humility. Soon He will come in power 

and great glory. Having risen from the dead, Jesus will return and we will rise to be 

like Him forever, eternally shine as the sun. When I think about the future which 

began with the incarnation promise in Genesis 3: 15 that was fulfilled in Luke 2: 

7—I still think that 1912 was a great year. Why? It is because a man of God, J. W. 

Van DeVenter wrote a song—“We Shall Shine As The Stars.” Every time I sing it, 

I can hear my Dad and Mom leading us as a family with seven children singing it. 

The words are We may tarry a while here as strangers Unnoticed by those who 

pass by; But the Savior will crown us in glory, To shine as the stars of the sky. 

Chorus We shall shine as the stars of the morning, With Jesus the crucified one; 

We shall rise to be like Him forever, Eternally shine as the sun. Verse 2 We may 

never be rich in earth’s treasures, Nor rise in the ladder of fame; But the saints will 

at last be rewarded, Made rich in Immanuel’s name. Verse 3 We may live in a tent 

or a cottage, And die in seclusion unknown; But the Father who sees us in secret, 

Remembers each one of His own.” 

When the Light to the Gentiles comes back, lies will be replaced with truth. 

Injustice will be forever past. Gone will be sadness, sickness, pain, regret, loss, 

failure, disappointments, and tears will be forever gone. Recently I read the words 

of Benjamin Nolot, Founder of Exodus Cry—who was traveling to Las Vegas, 

known as the prostitution capital of the world. He was praying over tens of 

thousands of sexually exploited women and children in our country. He said, “I felt 

the Holy Spirit saying to me, “Stop calling them victims. These are your people.” I 

immediately knew that God was calling me into working closely with exploited 

women and children as though they were my own daughters, sisters and sons who 

were asking me to cross the threshold from distant pity to engaged empathy. I 

knew God was calling me to say to these shackled ones, “Your suffering is my 

suffering, and I will not rest until you are free. You are more than a statistic. You 

are a person and I believe God is raising up a grassroots army as His network of 

partners to be His army to seek to deliver those in chains of darkness.   
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As I read these words of this founder of Exodus Cry, I read on about one lady in 

chains that God delivered. This lady was extricated from her awful chains and had 

begun the Restoration program through Exodus Cry. The lady’s former pimp found 

her and knocked out every last tooth in her head. The lady who received Jesus was 

afraid to smile and totally bound by fear, embarrassment, and due to the awful 

condition of her mouth. She needed dental implants and a whole new and 

permanent set of teeth. The surgical procedure cost $24,000.00. It was an 

impossible dream beyond her means, until members of Exodus Cry paid the entire 

bill. This new sister in Jesus is finally not afraid to smile and give God the glory. 

Beloved, this Christmas message is predicated on the fact that the problem of one 

former prostitute who found Jesus is just one of thousands of problems we face 

today in America. Our homes are under attack. Marriage has been redefined in 

opposition to God’s Word. Countless couples lack the biblical foundation to build 

their marriage relationship. Too many millions of children are growing up in 

broken homes. As we come to this mighty text by the disciple who leaned on 

Jesus’ bosom, God is calling me to hone in on a significant and often forgotten part 

of the Christmas message. That message Jesus reiterated when He said in Matthew 

5: 14-16. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor 

do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 

all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” When 

Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph, the wise men, the shepherds, Simeon and Anna 

the prophetess were testifying lights calling out the truth of the main Light of the 

world that they were reflecting. The father of John the Baptist, Zechariah, testified 

in Luke 1: 76-80, “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of 

salvation to His people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy 

of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those 

who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 

of peace.” And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 

wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.” 

 

Right in the heart of this text about Jesus coming as the Light of the World, I see 

the part of the Christmas message God is pointing me to for us all to see. It is not 

the normal Christmas message we focus on but here it is in John 1: 6-8. John told 

us in John 1: 1-5 about Jesus, the Word being the Light of men—the Light that 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” Now notice this little 

interjection, this pericope—this little statement about the one God sent to bear 

witness of Jesus, the Light of the world. We read in John 1: 6-8, “There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John. (We call him John the Baptist.) He 



3 

 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the Light, that all might believe through 

Him. He was not the Light, but came to bear witness about the Light.” Do you get 

the picture? John the Baptist, was a light for Jesus, bearing witness of the Light, 

but he was not the main Light, but only a beacon light in his day as each of us are 

called to be.” What God has called me to preach about today is how our lives ought 

to be patterned after the life of John the Baptist, as we bear witness of the true 

Light, that lightens every man or that enlightens everyone who repents, believes 

and receives Jesus. What are the three patterns from the life of John the Baptist that 

we need to follow as we too bear witness of the Christ who came at Christmas and 

who is soon to return to claim His chosen Bride? 

 

Pattern # 1 – WE ARE NOT THE MAIN LIGHT, BUT WE ARE THE 

PREPARING LIGHTS IN THE WORLD FOR JESUS, THE MAIN LIGHT. 

(I.) Notice these words in John 1: 7—“He (John the Baptist, was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the Light.” Pastor and author, Robert Russell told a 

gripping story of a family that left their Christmas lights on long after the 

Christmas season was past 35-40 years ago. This family lived right next to them in 

Robert Russell’s subdivision. The lights were still shining 24/7 every day through 

January, and into middle February. Robert by now couldn’t help being critical. He 

told his wife, “If I were too lazy to take my Christmas lights down, I’d at least turn 

them off at night.” By mid-March, a sign showed up in the neighbor’s yard, 

probably to answer all the criticism the neighbors were receiving. It simply said, 

“Welcome home, Jimmy.” Russell had to learn more and finally found out the 

truth. This neighbor had one of his sons in Vietnam, and they unashamedly left 

their Christmas lights on in anticipation of his soon return.” Beloved, lights are a 

symbol of hope. Christmas is one of the many ways we as believers can keep the 

lights on for others as we anticipate Christ’s return. Is it our goal to keep the Light 

on, the lights on in our hearts in anticipation of Christ’s soon return? We don’t 

know the day or the hour, but God wants us to unashamedly keep our lamps 

trimmed, our lights on until that final Christmas morning when the Day dawns and 

these shadows flee away. As we bear witness of this Light, John the Baptist’s life 

hints of how we ought to think about Christmas and Christ coming into our world.  

 

Part of being Jesus’ lights in this world has to do with preparing the way for the 

One who is the Door to the sheepfold. For quite a while now, we have two motion 

sensitive lights as folk approach the front door of our home at 523 Q Street. As you 

walk up the sidewalk, light # 1 comes on. As you start up the steps, the light above 

our door comes on. These motion sensitive lights are not the main lights of our 

house, but they prepare the way to the main light. In Mark 1: 1-11, I read about the 

first pattern—of us like John the Baptist, needing to be preparing lights for Jesus, 
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the main Light. Listen! “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send My messenger before 

your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.’” John appeared, baptizing 

in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and 

were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 

was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 

ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 

mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie.  I have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.”  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. And when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw 

the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

John the Baptist was the preparing light for the main light as he went before the 

Lord. We too have a similar role as the Bride of Christ. Matthew 3: 1-3 declares, 

“In those days, John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of 

by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” The Greek word for 

prepare the way of the Lord is hetoimadzo. It means to provide for, to prepare and 

make ready. Beloved, each of us stand as John the Baptist stood in our day with his 

pattern of preparing the way of the Lord, and preparing ourselves for the marriage 

supper of the Lamb. I read some of the last words John wrote, the disciple who 

leaned on Jesus’ bosom in Revelation 19: 7. “Let us rejoice and exult and give Him 

the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself 

ready. (hetoimadzo) Beloved, as ambassadors for Christ, His bride, as preparers or 

forerunners of Christ, we can turn to the Word over and over and find words to use 

to call the lost to repentance as John the Baptist did, and we can use our Lord’s 

parable of the rich fool, who wanted to build bigger barns. But Jesus said, in Luke 

12: 20, 21—“But God said to him—“Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 

the things you have hetoimadzo, prepared, whose will they be?” So is the one who 

lays up treasures for himself and is not rich toward God.” There’s a second pattern: 

 

Pattern # 2--WE ARE NOT THE MAIN LIGHT, BUT WE HAVE BEEN 

SENT TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE MAIN LIGHT. (II.) Notice our text in 

John 1: 6-7. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as 

a witness, to bear witness about the Light, that all might believe through Him.” The 
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mighty Greek word used about John the Baptist being sent from God, the Greek 

word for sent is apostello. It is the word from which we derive our English word 

apostle. It means set apart, sent out on a mission, sent forth by God, sent away to 

tell, and ordered to go to a place appointed to do the work of a missionary. You 

may say—“Pastor, there’s only one John the Baptist.” You are right. And there is 

only one you. His name was John. What’s your name? Do you remember Jesus 

words to His twelve disciples in Matthew 10: 16? He said, “Behold, I am sending 

you—apostello-out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 

innocent as doves.” In Luke 10 :3, Jesus sent out seventy two other disciples, 

saying, “Go your way; behold, I am sending—apostello you out as lambs in the 

midst of wolves.” In Acts 26: 13-18, Paul was giving his defense before King 

Agrippa and he said, “At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. And 

when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 

language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.’ And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am 

Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have 

appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the 

things in which you have seen Me and to those in which I will appear to 

you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am 

sending you—apostello, to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to 

light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’”  

 

Then in Luke 24: 49, Jesus spoke to over 500 brethren at once and promised to 

send His promised Holy Spirit whom we all have in us, if we know Jesus. We read 

that Jesus said, “And behold, I am sending—apostello the promise of My Father 

upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” We 

are not the main light, but we have also been sent the Holy Spirit to empower us to 

bear witness of the main Light. Bonnie B. Belasic wrote words about bearing 

witness as a light or as she put it in her title, “A Living Sign.” It reads, “I know not 

always how God comes, but that God comes—this I know; in an obscure stable, in 

splashing waters, in the breaking of bread and often, my friend, incarnate (or as a 

living sign) in you, for God, I believe, still comes in the flesh, in people, Now and 

always may the Christ in you keep you a sign of living love and love living among 

us.” That’s what Paul said we would be, as he wrote to the Colossian in Col. 1: 27, 

saying, “To them (that is, to the saints) God chose to make known how great 

among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.” The third and final pattern: 
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WE ARE NOT THE MAIN LIGHT, BUT AS WE FOLLOW JESUS, WE 

WILL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF 

LIFE. (III.) Notice John 8: 12. I read, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am 

the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of life.” To follow the Light, we must follow the pattern of going 

where the Light leads. We are not permitted to map out our own course through the 

desert and wilderness of our lives. The Hebrews on the Exodus, followed the pillar 

of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. Those who followed the Light and 

did not rebel against its guidance, reached Canaan. The rest of the millions died in 

the wilderness. None of us are the main Light. True followers of God not only 

walk in the midst of the darkness of moral and spiritual ignorance, of impurity, and 

of gloom, but we follow the Light to the Land of Light, where the Lamb is the 

Light. This Light, of Jesus Christ within us becomes our inner possession, we have 

Him and He becomes the Light of our life. His Light is our Life itself. But 

remember, even Christians do not always follow where God’s Light leads. There is 

separation sometimes that occurs, a parting of the ways, which is the absolute 

antithesis of John 8: 12. When we do not live up to our Light, when we will not 

follow the direction laid out before us by our Light, then we by a parting choice, at 

least for a time, walk in darkness and we have, not the Light of Life, but we have 

as our guide, the dim burned out light of our own darkness.  

 

When we follow the Light, we are more than motion sensitive; we are Light 

sensitive. We do things that we sense God is leading us to do. Folk may smile at us 

or laugh at us or mock us as we follow the Light, but John wrote in I John 1: 7, 

“But if we walk in the Light, as He is in the Light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” This past week I 

read the words of Sandra Brooks in South Carolina about the day before Christmas 

Eve, December 23rd. Even that far south, it was a cold, wet, and rainy, dismal day. 

Their dog, Clementine, a German Weimaraner, a dog bred in Germany in the 

Weimar Republic to hunt lions and bear and wolves, their dog had some awful 

pelvic arthritis. In cold weather, Clementine could barely move. It was unusually 

cold. Sandra’s husband said, “We need to fix Clementine a warm place to lie 

down. The cold will cause her a lot of pain.” When the dog bed was prepared, the 

couple went outside where their son had gone earlier. What they found was 

precious. Their son found Clementine and wrapped his body around her to keep 

her warm. He loved Clementine.” He didn’t care what anyone thought. He heard 

about the need, and he put his life and his body on the line to meet the need. At this 

Christmas, we need to learn afresh what it means to follow Jesus, our Light, to go 

where He goes, to stay where He stays, to say what He directs, to do what He 

prompts. He laid down His life for us. Let’s lay down our life for the Light of life.  


