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The Savior Is Born: Luke 1:67-2:7 

Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, December 6th, 2015 

We’re continuing through the Gospel narratives 
surrounding Jesus’ birth, and this morning we’re going to look at 
the passage that speaks directly of the birth.  The Savior is born.  
Matthew and Luke are the 2 Gospels which record the events 
surrounding Jesus’ birth.  So we started this sermon series at the 
beginning of Matthew with Jesus’ family tree.  Matthew 1 gives a 
genealogy, and we looked specifically at the women who are 
mentioned in that genealogy.  That was a fascinating study.  Then 
we came over to Luke and looked at the account of Gabriel 
speaking to Mary and announcing Jesus’ birth.  The week after that 
we considered Mary’s song which was an overflow of this 
wonderful news. 

 Last week, then, we returned to Matthew 1 and looked at 
the narrative of Joseph’s dream in which he heard the news from 
the angel.  This morning we’re back to Luke again, where we’re 
going to look at Zechariah’s song and the birth of Jesus.  And then 
next Sunday, the angel’s announcement to the shepherds.  And 
then the last 2 Sundays of the month (as well as Christmas Eve) 
we’ll be in Matthew 2—the wise men, the flight to Egypt, and 
Herod’s wicked scheming. 

 I’ve enjoyed piecing these narratives together.  It makes me 
appreciate how God has chosen to reveal Himself to us.  The 
events of Jesus’ earthly life and ministry are so important, that God 
gave us 4 Gospel accounts.  Each one is unique, and putting them 
together gives us a multi-dimensional perspective of our Savior.  
And being able to combine these narratives from Matthew and 
Luke gives us many things to think about regarding Jesus’ birth.   

 It’s kind of like putting together a movie.  Matthew has 
captured certain scenes.  Luke has captured other scenes.  And in 
these weeks leading up to Christmas I’m trying to put the scenes 
together in a chronological sequence, so we can take in as much of 
this story as possible.  

 This morning we’re going to start at the end of Luke 1, and 
then move into the very well–known passage at the start of Luke 2.   

Zechariah’s Song 

Chapter 1 of Luke concludes with Zechariah’s song, also 
known as the Benedictus.  Remember 2 weeks ago we studied 
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Mary’s song, known as the Magnificat.  Each of these songs have 
come to be referred to by the opening word in the Latin translation 
in the Vulgate.  Mary begins her song by magnifying the Lord – 
Magnificat.  Zechariah begins his song by blessing the Lord – 
Benedictus.   

 I haven’t said much about John the Baptist in these sermons 
because we’re focusing on the birth of Jesus.  But Zechariah’s song 
is closely connected with both John and Jesus.  Zechariah is John’s 
father, and it’s following John’s birth that Zechariah utters these 
words.  But the song is primarily about Jesus.  And in the way that 
Luke put together this Gospel account, by the inspiration of the 
Spirit, this song serves as an introduction to the story of Jesus’ 
birth. 

 So let’s look for a moment at Zechariah’s story and his 
song.  Do you remember what happened to Zechariah?  You can 
read about him starting in verse 5 of chapter 1.  This is a pretty 
amazing situation that Zechariah finds himself in.  He and his wife 
have not been able to have children.  This would have certainly 
been a trial for them in their lives, and a source of much heartache.  
And now he gets this amazing news, unbelievable news.  It’s so 
unbelievable, in fact, that Zechariah doesn’t believe it.  News that 
they are going to have a son.  The angel senses his unbelief, and 
the angel rebukes him for it and disciplines him for it.  So for the 
next 9 months, for the duration of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, 
Zechariah is mute.   

This gave him ample time for reflection and prayer and 
meditating on the Scriptures.  Now we come to the end of the 9 
months.  Elizabeth has now given birth to this miracle child.  It had 
been impossible for them to conceive.  Elizabeth was barren.  They 
were also old.  But now she has conceived, and John is born.  And 
on the eighth day he is to be circumcised.   

 God’s discipline in Zechariah’s life was for his good, as it 
always is.  I’m sure Zechariah initially felt like being mute was a 
huge trial.  But I imagine he slowly began to sense God’s grace in 
it.  And Zechariah meditated on what God was doing, and how 
God was fulfilling His promises to His people.  And then 
miraculously and suddenly, as Zechariah acts in obedience to God 
by naming the baby John, Zechariah’s mouth is opened and his 
tongue loosed.  He’s able to speak again.  And what are the first 
things out of his mouth?  He blesses God.    

As I read this for us again in a moment, notice that most of 
this song is not actually about John.  You might think that would 
be the case, since John is the one who has just been born.  John is 
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Zechariah’s son.  But the main focus of the song is not John, but 
Jesus.  It’s mostly about Jesus, the Messiah. 

 Verses 68-75 are all about the Messiah, the Son of David, 
the One who fulfills the promises to Abraham, who fulfills 
everything spoken of by the prophets.  Only in verses 76-77 does 
Zechariah turn his attention directly to his son, John.  And even 
there, he’s prophesying of John’s role in relation to the Messiah.  
He will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.  And then verses 
78-79 again speak of God’s mercy that comes through the 
Messiah.   

Read Luke 1:67-80 

 What I’d like to do now is briefly observe 3 Gospel truths 
that are contained in Zechariah’s song.  This is a Gospel song.  It’s 
a Gospel message.  Zechariah stands at the point in redemptive 
history just before the birth of the Messiah.  And he announces 
these glorious things about what God is doing in sending this 
Messiah. 

God is Faithful to His Promises 

 We begin with God.  Zechariah begins with God.  And 
particularly, the truth that God is faithful to His promises.  Look at 
this emphasis in the things Zechariah sings of.  He sings of the 
Lord’s redemption and salvation, and then in verse 70 he says that 
these things are just “as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 
from of old.”  God is doing these great things in fulfillment of His 
promises made long ago.  And then he sings of salvation again, and 
mercy, and then says in verse 72 that this is the mercy “promised 
to our fathers.”  And he goes on to speak of God remembering His 
holy covenant.  When the Bible talks about God remembering 
something it’s more than just calling to mind a memory of 
something.  When God is said to remember a person or a covenant, 
it’s a way of expressing His absolute commitment to following 
through on what He has promised.  God remembers His promises.  
He keeps His promises. 

 Verse 73 also mentions God’s oath that He swore to our 
father Abraham.  Zechariah throughout these verses extols the 
Lord for His faithfulness.  This is one of God’s perfections, that He 
is perfectly faithful to His promises.  He always does exactly what 
He says He is going to do.  None of us can say that.  We may have 
good intentions and make some kind of promise to someone, but 
often times we fail to come through.  We make New Year’s 
resolutions, and often times we give up.  But God makes promises, 
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and He always comes through.  He never forgets.  And He never 
lacks the will or the power to carry it out. 

We Are in Darkness 

 Next, we need to observe something about ourselves.  This 
is not the Good News of the Gospel message.  This is the bad news 
that we have to understand before the Good News will make any 
sense.  The bad news is that we are in darkness and in the shadow 
of death.  Look at the end of the song, in verse 79.  Zechariah is 
describing the salvation and forgiveness that God is about to 
accomplish through His Messiah, and he describes it as giving 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.  The 
Good News is that the light has come.  But before we can grasp 
what that means or why it’s such good news, we first have to come 
to terms with the fact that we are sitting in darkness and in the 
shadow of death.  That’s a pretty vivid picture.  That’s strong 
imagery—darkness and death.  That’s how we are to think of our 
condition apart from Christ.  That’s us in our depravity, in our sin.  
Without light, without understanding, without hope, under the 
condemnation of God, dead in our trespasses and sins, deserving 
eternal death in hell.  That’s where we’re at before the sunrise 
comes in our lives.  That’s where we’re at before the light shines 
into our hearts. 

 If my 2 year old, Micah, was standing in the street and I 
quickly grabbed him by the arms and pulled him onto the sidewalk, 
he might be annoyed.  He might whine or cry.  But he doesn’t 
realize that I’m doing that to protect him, to keep him from getting 
hit by a car.  Many people (some of you, maybe) respond to the 
Gospel message kind of like that.  You get annoyed and ask, Why 
are you telling me these things?  Leave me alone.  Why are you 
saying that I’m in darkness, in the shadow of death?  That’s not a 
very happy message!  But that’s because you don’t see the sin in 
your own heart.  You don’t see your predicament.  You don’t see 
that you are under God’s wrath and deserve His punishment for 
your sin. 

 This is the bad news.        

God Sends the Messiah to Save 

 The Good News is the next thing we observe in Zechariah’s 
song, and that is the truth that God sends the Messiah to save.  This 
is really at the center of what Zechariah is praising God for.  
Coming back to the beginning of the song, we see that it starts in a 
way similar to Mary’s song.  Mary and Zechariah both begin with 
a declaration of praise to God, and then they undergird that with 
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reasons.  Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble state 
of his servant.”  And she goes on to give further reasons and 
elaborate on them.  She praises the Lord for specific attributes and 
specific things He has done.   

 Similarly with Zechariah.  He says, “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David.”   

 The word “horn” here is not a musical instrument.  Rather, 
it’s the horn of a ram or an ox or a bull.  It’s a symbol of strength 
and domination and triumph.  So when Zechariah sings of a horn 
of salvation which God has raised up for His people, he’s rejoicing 
in the fact that God is using His power to save His people.  This 
Messiah, this horn of salvation, is coming to destroy the enemy.  
He’s coming to beat down the enemy and save His people from the 
enemy’s clutches.  In spiritual terms, we understand this as our 
salvation from sin, our deliverance from the evil one and any 
attack he may bring against us.  Jesus is bigger.  Jesus is stronger.  
Jesus crushes Satan under His foot. 

 So we rejoice that God sends His own Son, the Messiah, as 
a horn of salvation.  He is strong to overcome all sin and evil, 
including the sin and evil within us.  For He brings not only 
triumph over enemies, but also forgiveness of sins.  Zechariah 
mentions this in verse 77, that his son John will prepare the way 
for the Lord by giving knowledge of salvation to his people in the 
forgiveness of their sins.  This is what the Messiah comes to do.  
He defeats the hard-hearted enemies who persist in being His 
enemies.  But He also triumphs over evil in another way, by 
forgiving the sins of His people.  He forgives those who humble 
themselves before Him and seek His mercy and grace.   

 This is the Good News.  We all begin in this world as 
enemies of God.  But God chooses to pour out His grace in such a 
way that many repent and believe, and are thus forgiven.  I hope 
that is true of you this morning.  I hope you recognize your sin and 
your need for a Savior, and I hope you are looking to Jesus to 
forgive you.   

Jesus’ Birth 

 In the progression of the narrative here in Luke, 
Zechariah’s Gospel song is like the intro music to the climactic 
event of these early chapters.  God is sending His Son to earth, and 
now we get to read of His birth.   
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Read Luke 2:1-7 

The details of this account are astounding.  All kinds of 
people were somehow involved in how this played out.  Everyone 
from Ceasar Augustus, who was one of the most powerful rulers 
who had ever lived, all the way down to Mary and Joseph and the 
shepherds, who were on the bottom rung of society.   

 Luke, the good historian that he is, gives us the historical 
context of what was happening in the world when this happened.  
It was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria, 
and it was issued by Caesar Augustus.  And for this census 
everyone had to go back to their home town.  This meant that 
Joseph the carpenter had to go to Bethlehem, because Joseph was a 
descendent of David, and David was from Bethlehem.  So Joseph 
went, and he took Mary with him.   

Now, it’s not clear that Mary was required to go with him.  
And, in fact, it would have certainly been easier for her to stay in 
Nazareth.  But there was mystery surrounding this pregnancy.  
Mary became pregnant before she and Joseph were officially 
married.  She was betrothed to Joseph, which is more serious than 
what we think of as engagement.  But the couple was not yet 
officially married, and had not consummated the marriage.  So to 
on-lookers it would appear that Mary had been unfaithful.  Joseph 
had suspected this very thing, as we saw last week in Matthew 1.  
In fact, he was preparing to divorce her.  But an angel of the Lord 
came to him in a dream and told him that the baby was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit.  Needless to say, there was surely controversy 
and gossip and turmoil surrounding Mary and her pregnancy.  And 
maybe for these reasons Joseph chose to keep Mary by his side, 
even though it meant taking a very pregnant woman on a long up-
hill road trip (and they didn’t have a nice minivan or SUV to get 
them there).  It’s about 85-90 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
and it’s an up-hill journey. 

I’m sure it was not an easy trip, but by God’s grace they 
made it to Bethlehem.  Upon arrival they apparently could not find 
suitable accommodations.  There was no place for them in the inn, 
as verse 7 says.  So they ended up in a stable presumably, since 
there was a manger there.  Early traditions say that it was a cave in 
which Jesus was born.  Others think it may have been in the open 
air, since that’s where a manger would most typically be.  
Whatever the particulars were, the point comes through loud and 
clear that this was not a showy debut.  This was an extremely 
humble entrance into the world.  We know from later in chapter 2 
that Mary and Joseph were poor.  When they took Jesus to the 
temple the sacrifice they offered was a pair of turtledoves and two 
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young pigeons.  Those who were able were required to offer a 
lamb as well, but it’s evident from Mary and Joseph’s offering that 
they were unable to do that.   

So Jesus was born into a family of little means, He was 
born in a place designated for animals, and he was wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and placed in a feeding trough.  It must have been 
lonely and scary for Mary and Joseph.  This was Mary’s firstborn.  
She didn’t have any experience in labor and delivery, much less 
giving birth in a stable.  But God saw them through.  And thus the 
King of Kings was born in such a humble and lowly way.   

God’s Providence over Kings 

Let’s think for a moment about God’s providence in this 
birth.  It had been prophesied long beforehand (more than 700 
years beforehand) that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  
God inspired Micah the prophet to record this prophecy back in the 
700s B.C., and it happened just as he said.  It says in Micah 5:2, 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among 
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days.”  That verse is cited by the wise men in Matthew 2 when 
Herod asked them where the Christ was to be born.  In Bethlehem.  
That’s what the prophecy said.   

Just think about what had to happen for this prophecy to 
come true.  Think about the variables.  Think about the 
contingencies that all had to happen a certain way in order for 
Jesus to be born in Bethlehem.  A politician decided to call for a 
census.  Mary was betrothed to Joseph.  Joseph just happened to be 
a descendant of David.  David was born in Bethlehem.  And it just 
happened that this census required everyone to go to their home 
town.  So Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be registered for the 
census, and he just happened to take Mary with him.  And the 
timing of this census, and the timing of Mary’s miraculous and 
mysterious pregnancy, just happened to coincide.  Joseph and 
Mary went to Bethlehem just at the time Mary was going to have 
the baby.  And despite the difficulties of getting there, they made 
it, and they made it in time for the birth.  And thus a prophecy is 
fulfilled.   

Do you think God is in control of this, and of a thousand 
other details I’m not thinking of?  And of all the details in your life 
and mine?  Yes, God is in control.  He determines what the rulers 
will do.  He appoints the times and events of our lives.  He is in 
control, both then and now. 
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Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king’s heart is a stream of water 
in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will.”  Most people 
would have assumed that Caesar Augustus and Quirinius were the 
ones calling the shots in this census.  And in one sense, they were.  
Caesar, of his own free will and for his own selfish purposes, 
decided to initiate this census.  But that’s not all that was going on 
here.  There’s something bigger.  God is behind this.  God is in 
control of this. 

As we observe in so many places in Bible, both divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility are affirmed, and neither one 
is seen as cancelling out the other.  Yes, God is in control of 
everything, even the smallest of details (like the timing of this 
census and the way in which it was carried out).  And Yes, humans 
make choices for which they are fully responsible.  Whether or not 
we can comprehend this with our finite minds, the Bible clearly 
affirms both God’s sovereignty and our responsibility.  God being 
in control doesn’t mean that we are mere robots.  Nor does our free 
will cancel out God’s sovereignty.  Both are true, and we can see 
that in the fulfillment of this prophecy.  Caesar Augustus and 
Quirinius and Joseph and Mary and many others are all making 
choices—real choices.  At the same time all of it is working to 
fulfill God’s promises with absolute precision.     

A Humble Beginning for the King of Kings 

 We’ve seen God’s providence over kings.  The other thing 
I want to observe briefly before we close is the humble beginning 
for the King of Kings.  This is such a fascinating feature of Jesus’ 
birth.  He is the King of Kings coming into the world, and yet His 
birth is not at all what we would expect for the King of Kings.   

 What would we expect?  Well, if this child is to be a King, 
we would expect his parents to be a King and Queen.  We would 
expect his parents to be wealthy and powerful.  But instead Joseph 
and Mary are poor and powerless in the world’s eyes.  They even 
have the suspicion of scandal hanging over them—an unwed 
mother, betrothed to Joseph, but they are not yet married.  Who 
would believe their story of how this child was conceived? 

 We would expect a child who is to be king to be born in the 
best of accommodations, with the best of care, with the best nurses 
and doctors available.  But instead Joseph and Mary could not even 
get a room in the inn.  They had to go out to the barn, they had to 
put baby Jesus in the animals’ feeding trough, and they didn’t have 
anyone to help with the labor and delivery.   
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 This is the humble birth of the King of Kings.  It is not 
what anyone would have expected.  It’s not the way we would 
have planned it.  But it shows us in a very vivid way that the 
Kingdom of God is different than the kingdom of man.  God’s 
ways are not our ways.  God’s own Son, the Savior of the world, 
comes into the world, not by arriving in a palace, but by arriving in 
a stable.  This says something about His kingdom.  It says 
something about who He is and what He came to do.  He didn’t 
come just for the cultural elite.  He didn’t come just for the rich 
and famous and powerful people of the world.  He came for all.  
He came for all kinds of people, in all different situations in life, 
from all different people groups.  He came for us.   

 My hope for you today is that you are finding your hope in 
the true King of Kings, the humble King of Kings.  Don’t put your 
hope in the glitz and glamour of this world, which will quickly 
fade.  Put your hope in the humble baby born in a stable in the little 
town of Bethlehem.  The lowliness and disrepute of His birth 
carried through to the scorn and shame of His death.  He was born 
in a stable, He died on a cross between thieves.  He did so for us.  
He set His glory in heaven aside in order to come and live among 
us, as one of us, and to die in our place.  This is our great hope, 
that by trusting in Him there is salvation.  There is the forgiveness 
of sins.  Humble yourself and bow to this humble Savior.      

 

 


