
The Identity and Mission of the Church 

1 Timothy 3:14,  I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 

15  if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the 

church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of truth. 

16  Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, 

taken up in glory. 

 

Paul is writing to the one he called, (1Ti 1:2, Timothy, my true child in the faith,) 

 Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to direct the church and to continue the work of establishing 

effective leaders.  

o In chapter 1 Paul raises a doctrinal concern: certain individuals had come into the 

church promoting some strange mix of Jewish legalism and Mythology. 

 While Paul hoped to return to Ephesus and bring correction himself, he knew there would be 

interference with that plan. So Paul encourages Timothy to lead the church with strength and 

clarity. 

1 Timothy 1: 3  As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus that you may 

charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 

 Because effective leadership in the church is not built on one man, Paul provides Timothy 

with the qualifications for elders and deacons. 

 We understand that qualified elders who are able to teach sound doctrine in the church will 

safeguard the flock from erroneous teachings and corrupt influences.  

 The heart of Paul’s instruction is found at the center of the letter. (Let’s read it again) 

 This entire letter will help Timothy direct the structure and conduct of the church, BUT: I 

believe that this particular section is the core, the heart of Paul’s letter.  

 

Here Paul summarizes, for Timothy (and for US) the IDENTITY and the MISSION of the New 

Testament church. THAT WILL BE OUR FOCUS THIS MORNING: 

 WHAT IS the church?   WHY does it exist? 

o Moral Instruction?  Social Agency?   Religious Ritual? 

o Today we will discover the Identity and mission of the church. 

 

Over the past 3 weeks we have studied the qualities of effective leaders in the church. It is my 

hope this morning that we would consider the characteristics and the purpose of this thing that 

we call church. 

 

First let’s consider the IDENTITY of the church as Paul communicates it to Timothy. 

 He provides what I see as a twofold description of the identity of the church: 

o The household of God 

o The church of the Living God 

 

The Household of God: The word “OIKOS” = (GREEK YOGURT?)  house or household, the 

word can describe a literal house or it can describe a household.   What’s the difference?    

 House would focus more on the structure, while household places more attention on the 

RELATIONSHIPS that make up the family.  



 Believers who were once far away from God, through faith have been adopted into the 

household of God. Paul wrote to the Ephesians: 

 

Ephesians 2: 19  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 

the saints and members of the household of God, 

 How did WE become members of God’s household?  (Adoption Papers in Ephesians) 

 

Ephesians 1: 4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and blameless before him. In love 5  he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6  to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 

blessed us in the Beloved. 

 Long before we took our first breath, even before the world came into existence, God chose 

us to be part of his family. 

 Like adoptive parents who chose from among a plethora of lost and lonely children ONE 

child on whom they will lavish their love, so God, before the foundation of the world, 

predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ. 

 By the sovereign will of our loving Father, and for His glory we have become members of 

His loving household. 

 

Let’s take a minute to consider our relationships with one another in the family of God: 

 You did not get to choose your biological family? Actually you were born into it by the will 

of your earthly Father. In the same way you don’t get to choose your spiritual siblings, we 

are all born into the family of God through the new birth. 

 When it comes to our care for one another: (Think for a moment)  Most people feel an extra 

measure of responsibility for those who are our “flesh and blood.”   

 We are bound to our family with unique and tender bonds of love. We may sacrifice for 

them in ways we would not for a stranger. 

 Jesus said this bond of love would be part of our family identity: 

 

John 13: 34  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. 35  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 

 

Paul instructs the Galatians not to grow weary in doing good... and he adds especially to those of 

the household of faith. 

Galatians 6: 9  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 

not give up.  10  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to 

those who are of the household of faith. 

 There is a measure of care for one another that goes far beyond SUNDAY mornings. 

 

Second part of our IDENTITY 

2. The church of the Living God. 15  if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 

household of God, which is the church of the living God, 

The word “Church” (ekklesia) is a gathering of those who have been called out from among a 

larger body. (used of a representative form of Government for those who represent the people) 



 The church is the body of those whom the Living God has gathered to himself, from among 

all of humanity.  

 The God of the Bible is uniquely called the “Living God” by those who follow him.  

o Deut 5:26, Joshua 3:10, 1 Samuel 17:26, Moses, Joshua, David speak of God as the 

“Living God” 

Ps 42:2  (Sons of Korah)  “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” 

 Calling God “Living” separates him from all of the DEAD Idols that men follow.  

 It also reveals Him as the origin and essence of all life. 

 

Recognizing the deity of Christ, John speaks of him as possessing life in himself. 

John 1:4  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

John 11: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 

die, yet shall he live, 

 The church is the gathering of those called out from among the world belonging to the 

Living God. 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH: (the purpose and work of the church) 

1 Timothy 3: 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, 

which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of truth. 16  Great indeed, we confess, 

is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by 

angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

 Paul’s explanation of the MISSION of the church begins with the descriptive phrase: “A 

pillar and buttress of the truth.” 

 

The term “Pillar and Buttress” come from Architecture.   

 The church is pictured as the supporting pillars and foundation of a building and those 

supporting structures are holding up or holding forth the TRUTH.  

 

IN today’s PLURALISTIC culture every individual possesses their own unique truth. The 

amazing thing is that even opposing ideas are considered to be true at the same time. 

 High Schools and Universities across the land are teaching that there is no such thing as 

absolute truth.  

 In the realm of religion, it is taught that there are many ways to God and all of them can be 

true simultaneously. 

o Buddhists can believe in reincarnation, Islam can enforce Shreah Law, Jews look for 

the Messiah that Christians say has come in the person of Jesus Christ and everybody 

is right in a pluralistic society. 

 

In his own words, Jesus claimed to be the one and only embodiment of truth and the ONLY way 

for man to enter into a right relationship with the Father. 

Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

 Definite article (The way, The truth, The life, singular unique)  

 

 



Paul said: The Church is the pillar and buttress of THE truth.  The true church exists to hold up, 

to hold forth the truth.   

 We didn’t invent truth we support the truth that God has revealed in his Word.  

 We cannot alter or modify that truth we simply hold it up so that the world might know.   

HOW DO WE DO THAT? 

o With our words, our attitudes, our lifestyle… 

o In our cars, in our homes and here together we sing songs that uphold the truth:   

“You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, Lord I lift your name on high.”              

(This simple song declares:  incarnation, sin, atonement, resurrection, and glorification) 

o We Call, E-mail, Facebook one another throughout the week, sharing encouraging 

words so that we may be able to remain focused on the truth. 

o We meet in small groups so that we can wrestle with and apply the truth of God 

together in an atmosphere that promotes brotherly love. 

o We gather together corporately like an extended family gathers for Sunday dinner so 

that we might partake of the meat of God’s Word. 

 

Here in Ephesus this description (Pillar and foundation) would have a unique and significant 

meaning.  At the very center of Ephesian society was the temple of Artemis.  

 Declared by Antipater of Sidon to be one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world this temple 

consisted of 127 pillars made of solid marble studded with Jewels and overlaid with Gold. 

These pillars stood upon a massive foundation upholding a large and ornate roof. 

 The Ephesians understood “Pillar and Buttress.” 

 

Peter’s confession of Christ at Caesarea Philippi was considered by Jesus to be the Rock, the 

foundation on which He would build His church. 

 Who do men say that I am?  

Matthew 16: 15  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16  Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 

heaven. 18  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

Paul doesn’t end with the exhortation to hold up the truth, he quotes from an early creed or hymn 

that was designed to capsulate essential Christian doctrine: (Credo – what we believe) 

 

1Timothy 3:16  Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 

flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the 

world, taken up in glory. 

 (this would have been recited, confessed or sung together in the church)  

 “The Mystery of godliness” – The word Mystery is something previously hidden but now 

made clear. 

 The church would confess or sing the wonders the mystery of Christianity found in the 

person of Jesus Christ, hidden in times past but NOW made clear through his incarnation, his 

life and ascension. 

 



The church has used Creeds and Catechisms as teaching tools to promote doctrinal unity.  

 Apostles Creed – Legend has it the apostles wrote 10 days after the Lord ascended into 

heaven. Actual earliest version found in the writings of Hippolytus 215 AD. 

 Nicens Creed – 325 AD formed in the counsel of Nicaea called by the Emperor Constantine. 

 Athanasian Creed 500 AD        Belgic Confession 1561     Heidelberg Catechism  1563 

 

He was manifested in the flesh, The incarnation of Jesus Christ 

 John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Vindicated by the Spirit, - Declared righteous by the Spirit of God 

 The powerful declaration of Christ’s righteousness came through his resurrection. Because 

he lived a perfect life, death could not hold him. When our sins were fully atoned through his 

suffering and death he arose from the grave. 

Romans 1: 4  (Jesus) was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Seen by angels, - ANGELOS – Messengers, Whether this early creed speaks of the angelic 

messengers who attested to Christ’s birth and resurrection or whether it speaks of the human 

messengers who witnessed his life death and resurrection, the truth about Jesus Christ is attested 

to by a multitude of messengers including men and angels. 

Proclaimed among the nations, - Beginning with the day of Pentecost and continuing to this 

present day the Gospel is being proclaimed throughout the world. 

 Acts 1:8, But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Believed on in the world, - The success of the Gospel over the centuries reveals the sovereign 

oversight of God opening the blind eyes of men, revealing the light of Christ to the darkened soul 

of man.  

Colossians 1:5  because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in 

the word of the truth, the gospel, 6  which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is 

bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood 

the grace of God in truth, 

Taken up in glory. – Christ’s glorious ascension – The Gospel includes the truth that this Jesus is 

risen and ascended to the right hand of the Father in glory. 

Acts 1: 9  And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 

 

The church of Jesus Christ is the pillar and buttress of the truth. HOLDING forth the glorious 

Gospel in the world…. 

 

Our Identity: 

 We are God’s Household – Born Again by the Spirit of God 

 Adopted into God’s household through the regeneration that comes through faith in the 

Gospel. 

Our Mission 

 In the power and strength that come by the Holy Spirit we hold forth the truth of Jesus Christ 

until he returns to establish his eternal kingdom. 

 


