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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #37

“The Serpent’s Trail in History” (Part Two)

(Scriptures from NKJV)

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and

her Seed;  He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the

moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.  Then being with

child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.  And another sign appeared

in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns,

and seven diadems on his heads.  His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and

threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready

to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.  She bore a male Child

who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God

and His throne.  Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place

prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and

sixty days.  (Revelation 12:1-6)

INTRODUCTION: Today’s lesson or message is a continuation of the last message.  We

are in the process of following the trail of the serpent through history, starting in the

Garden of Eden to the manger of Bethlehem.  It is a warfare between the seed of the

serpent (unbelievers) and the seed of the woman (Christ and His believers).  We are

looking at Satan’s attempt to destroy the seed line through which the Christ is to come.

In Revelation 12:1-6, we identified three symbolic beings of great importance in what we

are calling the “Invisible War.”  They are:

First, a Beautiful or Radiant Woman who is pregnant with child.  She represents all of the

elect seed of Adam’s race.

Second, a Great Red Dragon: He represents Satan in his fallen state.

Third, a Male Child: He represents Jesus Christ, the Seed which was promised to Eve and

her spiritual offspring.

We have already covered the first three stages in the history of this warfare.  They were:

(1) From Adam to Cain and Abel - Genesis 4:1-26.

(2) From Seth to Noah and the Flood - Genesis 5:6-6:8.

(3) From Noah to the Tower of Babel - Genesis 9-11

We are now ready to resume our journey from Abraham to Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.

A.  THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT - Genesis 3:15

4.  FROM Abraham to Isaac - Genesis 12:1 through 21:1-7.
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a.  After God scattered the descendants of Adam at the tower of Babel in

Genesis eleven, they settled in various sections of the earth which were marked out by

their language barriers.  The tone of Genesis eleven is very different from that found in

Genesis twelve.  Genesis eleven describes the mind of those who desire to make a name

for themselves apart from God and His help.  It is an account of the wills of men designing

their plans to build a kingdom upon pride and dominion.  By contrast, Genesis twelve tells

of God and His plans.  It tells us what He will do.

b.  The call of Abraham was based purely on God’s choice in unconditional

election.  Abraham lived in a country given over to idolatry.  He was probably an idolater

himself, like his father, Terah (cf. Joshua 24:2, 3, 14).  The first thing that is said about

Abram is that there was nothing good in Abraham that commended him to God.  God does

not look down from heaven to find a person who has a bit of saving faith or a bit of

righteousness and then say, 

Look what I see!  I have found somebody with a little bit of faith.  This will

make it possible for Me to save him.  Here is a man I can use to be able to

bless all the nations and bring my Son into the world of mankind.

  No, instead, God said, 

I am going to save this man. He has done nothing to merit My choice of him,

but I am going to save him anyway, and I am going to bless him so

abundantly that millions of those, who will be in heaven one day, will trace

their spiritual ancestry to him.

c.  This overthrows the false doctrine of election based on foreseen faith, for

there was no faith existing in Abram or any other person which God could foresee.

d.  Abram would now become a believer and begat a race of people known as

the Hebrews.  While Abram would produce a multitude of physical descendants, there

would be an elect number of those descendants who would become believers.  Thus there

would be an elect spiritual seed within the elect physical seed of Abraham.  It is through

the line of believers that the Seed which was Christ, would come.  The genealogy of

Matthew chapter one traces Christ’s lineage back to Abraham.  Matthew 1:1,2 reads, “The

book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his

brothers.”

e.  Abram and Sarah are in their old age, and Sarah is past the age of child

bearing.  The promised seed must come through her, so God grants her a miraculous birth
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and brings forth Isaac.  In Genesis 21:1-7 we read, “And the Lord visited Sarah as He

had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken. For Sarah conceived and

bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to

him. And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—whom Sarah

bore to him—Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight

days old, as God had commanded him.  Now Abraham was one hundred years old

when his son Isaac was born to him.  And Sarah said, ‘God has made me laugh,

and all who hear will laugh with me.’  She also said, ‘Who would have said to

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old

age.’”

f.  Satan now knows the race through which the Seed of the woman shall

come and seeks to focus his efforts against the Hebrew race which shall become known as

Israel.

5.  From Isaac to Jacob - Genesis 25:19-27: “This is the genealogy of Isaac,

Abraham’s son. Abraham begot Isaac.  Isaac was forty years old when he took

Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of

Laban the Syrian.  Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was

barren; and the Lord granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  But the

children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If all is well, why am I like

this?’ So she went to inquire of the Lord.  And the Lord said to her: ‘Two nations

are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body; one people

shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the younger.’  So when

her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 

And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his

name Esau. Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau’s heel;

so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  So

the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a

mild man, dwelling in tents.”

a.  Isaac now marries his wife Rebekah, and she, like Sarah, is barren.  But

God opens her womb, and she conceives and gives birth to twins, named Jacob and Esau. 

The Seed of the woman will flow through Jacob as opposed to Esau.  

b.  In Romans 9:10-13, the Apostle Paul uses this event to teach God’s

sovereign choice in election, not based on the foreseen actions of men, but on His own free

choice.  “And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even
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by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good

or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but

of Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger. As it is

written, Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.’”   

6.  From Jacob to Judah - Genesis 35:1 through 49:10.

a.  God now renews His covenant promise of the coming Seed to Jacob.  In

Genesis 35:9-12 we read, “Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from

Padan Aram, and blessed him.  And God said to him, ‘Your name is Jacob; your

name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name.’ So He

called his name Israel.  Also God said to him: ‘I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and

multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kings

shall come from your body.  The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to

you; and to your descendants after you I give this land.’”

b.  Here God changes Jacob’s name to Israel and confirms that by His power,

Israel shall become a great race or nation.

c.  Jacob has two wives named Leah and Rachel.  It is from these two

women, and their two maids, that Jacob, now Israel, fathers twelve sons who shall make

up what would be called the twelve tribes of Israel.  cf. Genesis 35:22-26.  

d.  Out of those twelve sons, God chooses Judah to continue the Seed line of

the woman.  Judah, while a believer, is certainly not a sinless man.  Although he did not

know who Tamar, his daughter-in-law, was at the moment, he fathered a set of twin sons

by her.  How this sordid affair all came about is recorded in Genesis 38:1-30.  It would

make the modern soap operas look tame.  

e.  Nevertheless, where sin abounds, God’s grace does much more abound. 

For it is out of Judah’s reproduction system that the Seed of the woman shall come.  In

Genesis 49:10 we are told, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver

from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of

the people.”

7.  From Judah to the Jews at Mount Sinai - Genesis 49:10 through Exodus 32:7-14.

a.  In Exodus 20:1-26, God gives His law to the nation of Israel in what has

become known as the Mosaic Law, because it was given to Moses on tablets of stone on
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Mount Sinai in the desert wanderings of the people.  In doing so, God told Moses to tell the

people to be careful to avoid idolatry.  The worship of idols was of Satanic origin through

which Satan had enslaved all of the races which had now descended from Noah’s three

sons.

b.  While Moses was receiving the Law on the Mount, Israel, led by Aaron,

Moses brother, had made an idol in the form of a golden calf and began worshiping it.  This

so infuriated God that He threatened to destroy the whole nation and start over with

Moses.  Exodus 32:7-14 - “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go, get down! For your

people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They

have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and

said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’  And

the Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked

people!  Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them

and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.’  Then Moses

pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: ‘Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot

against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great

power and with a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He

brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume

them from the face of the earth?’ Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this

harm to Your people.  Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to

whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your

descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give

to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’  So the Lord relented from

the harm which He said He would do to His people.”

Is Satan’s leading of the Israelites to sin against God and inflame God’s wrath, but a repeat

of his tempting Adam and Eve in the Garden?  If God didn’t destroy the first couple, would

He now destroy the whole Seed line?  Is Satan about to win?  Will God have to alter and

change His eternal purpose?  It would appear such, unless there is an intercessor.  Moses

becomes such, and argues his case before God by reminding Him of His covenant promises,

and that the honor of His name was at stake.  The outcome was that the “Lord relented

(repented) from the harm (evil) which He said He would do to His people.”

c.  There are so many things that could be discussed at this point concerning

the relationship between God’s unchanging purpose and His constantly changing

providence.  But time will not permit us to do so.  Here are a few to consider:
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(1) God foreordains some things which shall grieve His own heart.

(2) In His providence, God is constantly changing His response to the

creatures actions, by either blessing or cursing them as they change

their attitude toward God.

(3) The intercessory prayers of God’s people can bring about change

in God’s providential dealings with His creatures.

(4) God’s predestinating purposes do not produce a cold-hearted

fatalism.

(5) God carries on an ongoing relationship with His moral creatures.

(6) There are many, many more, but we must move on.

8.  From Judah in the wilderness to David the King - Exodus 32:14 through II

Samuel 7:12.

a.  God chooses young David to replace Saul as King.  I Samuel 16:1-13. 

God’s judgment had fallen upon Saul for his disobedience to the Lord.  He is now going to

replace Saul and put David on the throne.  David was the youngest of eight sons born to

Jesse, but God chose the most unlikely candidate in David.  I Samuel 16:10-13 - “Thus

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The

Lord has not chosen these.’  And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all the young men

here?’ Then he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the

sheep.’  And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him. For we will not sit down

till he comes here.’  So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright

eyes, and good-looking. And the Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!’ 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers;

and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel

arose and went to Ramah.”  

b.  Satan stirs up the jealously in Saul’s heart as he observed David’s

popularity with the people.  Saul becomes either demon-possessed or influenced and seeks

to kill David on three occasions by throwing a spear at him, but David survives through

God’s protecting providence.  Doubtlessly, the holy angels redirected the spears thrown at

David.  The invisible war is an ongoing thing.
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c.  David is eventually anointed king, and his name would be associated with

the coming Christ more than any of the personages who would follow him.  In II Samuel

7:12, 13, God re-establishes His redemptive covenant with David.  David would now carry

on the Seed of the woman.  “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your

fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will

establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the

throne of his kingdom forever.”  Christ shall come from the lineage of David.  The Seed

of the woman marches on.  

9.  From David to Queen Athaliah - II Samuel 7 through II Kings 11:1-16.

a.  Solomon was David’s famous son.  Among many of Solomon’s

achievements, he built the temple in Jerusalem.  It was after his death that the kingdom of

Israel began to disintegrate.  It split into two sections; Israel in the north, and Judah in the

south.  What followed was a bloody history of murders and assassinations among the kings

and their dynasties.  Israel did not have one good king, and Judah only had a few.  Political

infighting was the norm, and was usually settled by murdering the opposition.

b.  The lowest point in the history of the Hebrew nation came about when a

wicked woman named Athaliah usurped her authority and made herself Queen of Judah. 

Who was she, and what happened to the Seed of the woman through David?  These

questions can only be answered by looking into her role in Judah’s history.

c.  Athaliah was the wife of King Jehoram of Judah, and the daughter of King

Ahab and wife, Jezebel, of Israel.  She was Judah’s only queen and ruled from 841 B.C. to

835 B.C.  (II Kings 11:2; II Chronicles 22:23).  Her husband, Jehoram, was said to have

walked in the ways of the kings of Israel as the house of Ahab had done (II Kings 8:16-

18).  Like her mother, Jezebel, Athaliah worshiped the Canaanite god, Baal, and

encouraged her husband to do the same.  After his death, their son Ahaziah was made

king.  He ruled for one year, and was killed by a man named Jehu.  He also killed Joram,

King of Israel (II Kings 9:24).  

d.  This sets the scene for what is about to occur.  We now read in II Kings

11:1-3 this account.  “When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was

dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal heirs.  But Jehosheba, the daughter of

King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away

from among the king’s sons who were being murdered; and they hid him and his

nurse in the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that he was not killed.  So he was hidden

with her in the house of the Lord for six years, while Athaliah reigned over the
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land.”   What we now have happening is that after the death of her son, King Ahaziah,

Athaliah plots to seize the throne of Judah for herself.  She planned to do so by killing all of

her son’s children.  This would be her own grandsons!  She thinks she has succeeded in

doing so, but she is unaware that one grandson has been hidden by his aunt named

Jehosheba.  The little boy was named Joash.  He was one year old when Athaliah began

her reign.  He was hidden in the temple for six years.  Jehoiada, the priest gathered a

group of officers together and had a coronation service for Joash in the temple when he

was seven.  

e.  During the ceremony, Athaliah became aware of what was happening.  In

II Kings 11:12-16 we are told of the outcome.  “And he brought out the king’s son, put

the crown on him, and gave him the Testimony; they made him king and anointed

him, and they clapped their hands and said, ‘Long live the king!’  Now when

Athaliah heard the noise of the escorts and the people, she came to the people in

the temple of the Lord. When she looked, there was the king standing by a pillar

according to custom; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king.  All the

people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets.  So Athaliah tore her

clothes and cried out, ‘Treason! Treason!’  And Jehoiada the priest commanded the

captains of the hundreds, the officers of the army, and said to them, ‘Take her

outside under guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her.’ For the priest

had said, ‘Do not let her be killed in the house of the Lord.’  So they seized her;

and she went by way of the horses’ entrance into the king’s house, and there she

was killed.”

f.  Now here is what was so critical; Joash was the only remaining

descendent of David’s seed.  If he is killed, the blood line through which the Seed of the

woman was to come, would be broken.  This would mean that God’s Christ Child could not

be born, and thus, God’s plan would be frustrated.  It would also mean that Satan, that old

serpent, had won the invisible war.  For behind Athaliah’s selfish, sinful lust for power,

there was Satan stirring up her heart with his ability to motivate sinful men to follow his

principle of greatness in his kingdom, namely, pride and dominion.  

g.  One little infant is all that stands in the way of Satan conquering God.  If

this occurs, then those of us who profess faith, have no Savior to save us from our sin! 

This is how close we came to spending eternity in Hell!  One little child!

We ask the question, who or what spared the life of this infant?  The free will of God, or

the free will of man?  Did God merely foresee this would happen, or did He foreordain it to

happen?  If our salvation rests upon our free will, we may yet perish, but if it rests upon

8

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

God’s sovereign choice to save us and preserve us, and to keep us from falling, then we

are secure!  

h.  Conclusion: Our very salvation depends upon God’s decree of

predestination and His ability to execute His decree.

I.  Also, let us remember that “though the wrong seems oft so strong, He is

the Ruler yet!”  No matter how dark the hour may seem, God is still on the throne.  

j.  We will continue our journey in the next lesson as we move from Athaliah

to the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, and Herod’s attempt to kill the infant child named

Jesus.
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