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Romans 11:25-36 Answers 
All Israel Will Be Saved 

 
Introduction: Today’s passage concerns Bible prophecy: the future of Israel.  
 
ESV Romans 11:25-26 . . . I want you to understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening 

has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will 
be saved . . . 

 
Review: Today’s lesson concludes the section of Romans about God’s sovereignty as relates to 

Israel’s rejection of Jesus as the Christ. Based on what we’ve been studying: 
1) Why have God’s promises to Israel not failed? God’s Word has not failed because God’s 

promises were only intended for those descendants of Abraham who also had the faith of 
Abraham. Thus Paul wrote not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel. Read aloud 
Romans 9:9, 27-29. 

2) Why did Israel reject Jesus? The human reason Israel rejected the righteousness of Christ is 
because they pursued righteousness by law rather than by faith and in so doing stumbled over 
Christ (9:30-10:4). Another reason Israel rejected Jesus concerns God’s sovereignty in Israel’s 
salvation (unconditional election). Read aloud 9:14-18, 11:7-8. 

3) What argument did Paul use to prove God has not rejected Israel? God has not rejected Israel 
because He has always preserved for Himself a faithful remnant, Paul himself being a prime 
example. Read aloud 11:1-6. 

 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****What mystery did Paul want Gentile believers to understand (11:25-32)? The mystery has 

at least two parts: 1) Israel does not believe because they have been partially hardened and 2) 
God is working to bring in the fullness of the Gentiles.  

 
1. Based on 11:25, what danger lies in failing to realize that a partial hardening has come 

upon Israel? Not knowing this could result in a Gentile believer being wise in his own sight. 
God’s election truly is unconditional. It has nothing to do with our own intelligence, wisdom, 
spiritual sensitivity, goodness or wholesome actions. 

 
What is a biblical mystery (11:25)? Mystery is both translated and transliterated from mustérion. 

It fundamentally means a hidden thing, a secret, something not obvious to the understanding 
(Thayer #3466). However it is not a mystery any more to Christians.  It is a known secret, a 
revealed secret. 

 
2. In way sense is Israel’s hardening only partial (11:25)? See 11:1, 7, 11. It is partial in that 

there will always be elect within Israel who come to faith in Jesus. 
 
ESV Romans 11:1 . . . has God rejected his people? By no means!  
 
ESV Romans 11:7 Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest 

were hardened . . . 
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ESV Romans 11:11-14 . . . did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather 
through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous . . . Now I 
am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 

 
Partial or Temporary? The word partial here does not mean temporary. 

 
3. What has the word Israel meant through Romans up to this point (11:25)? Throughout 

Romans the word Israel refers to ethnic Israel (Hebrew people) as distinct from Gentiles. It is 
unlikely Paul would suddenly and without explanation change meanings.  If Israel refers to ethnic 
Hebrews here, it does in the next verse also (“all Israel will be saved”). 

 
4. Does the word “until” in 11:25 indicate how long the hardening will go on or does it 

indicate the purpose of the hardening? Why? The answer to this is found in the difference 
between when and why. In English the word until typically denotes when will happen. For 
example, I might say I used an umbrella “until” it stopped raining (denoting a time frame); the 
umbrella had nothing to do with causing the rain to stop. The Greek for “until” in such usages is 
often heos hutou. However, the Greek words underlying the English here in Romans 11:25 are 
different. The Greek behind “until” is achri hou. When used along with an aorist subjunctive verb 
(which is the case here for “has come in”), it grammatically can denote a goal or objective 
(Rienecker, p. 427).Thus Paul is not telling us how long Israel will be hardened; he is telling us 
why Israel was hardened: so that the fullness of the Gentiles can come in. 

 
Other examples of achri hou used with an aorist subjunctive verb: 
 
ESV Luke 21:24   . . . Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the 

Gentiles are fulfilled. [The point is not that a time is coming when Jerusalem won’t be trampled 
underfoot. Rather, the point is to express the purpose of the trampling: so that the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled]. 

 
ESV 1 Corinthians 11:27 . . . as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes. [The point here is not how long we are to proclaim the Lord’s death, but rather 
why we proclaim it:  with the goal of His return]. 

 
ESV 1 Corinthians 15:25 . . . he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [There will 

never be a time when Christ ceases to reign. The point is that the purpose of his reign is to put the last 
enemy into subjection. This will occur at the Second Coming]. 

 
5. In 11:25, what is the fullness of the Gentiles (used of Israel in 11:12)? Perhaps it is a 

reference to the full number of elect Gentiles coming to faith prior to the Second Coming. This 
also makes sense for Paul’s use of the word fullness with reference to Israel’s salvation (11:12). 
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6. Paul wrote, “in this way” Israel will be saved (11:26); in what way? What way is this way? 
See 11:25, 11:7. It seems to refer back to 11:25 and the partial hardening of Israel. It is not a total 
hardening. The elect remnant are saved and the rest are hardened. It was true in Paul’s day, it 
has been true throughout church history, it is true today and it will be true right up until the 
Second Coming. Thus, “in this way” (i.e. due to God’s grace in election), Israel will be saved. 

 
7. What did Paul mean by “all” Israel (11:26)? See 9:6. It is the full number of elect Jews 

gathered out of physical Israel over the course of the centuries. All the elect within physical Israel 
will finally be saved. Just as not literally all Gentiles will be saved, but rather a full number of 
Gentiles, so too not literally all Israel will be saved, but rather a full number (all the elect). 

 
ESV Romans 9:6 . . . not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel . . . 

 
Mass Conversion? Many interpret 11:25-27 to mean that the partial hardening of Israel will be 

removed toward the end of the church age after the fullness of the Gentiles is accomplished, 
resulting in a wholesale conversion of Jews due to the events surrounding the Second Coming. 
However, it seems strange that Paul would introduce a major eschatological event with just five 
words, with no further explanation and without alluding to it elsewhere in any of his other writings. 

 
In his commentary on Romans, Martin Luther expressed the opinion this passage taught the final 

conversion of all Jews. However, Luther later accepted opinion of Origen, Theophylact, Jerome 
and others who identified “all Israel” with the number of elect Jews, corresponding to the 
expression “the fullness of the Gentiles”. That is, the elect among the Gentiles are being brought 
in through the preaching of the Gospel before Judgment Day and so also are the elect from 
among the Jews (Luther, p. 162).  

 
Israel = The Church? Some feel the word Israel here refers to the elect from among both Jews 

and Gentiles, joined together in a new spiritual Israel. However, Paul has only used the word 
Israel to refer to ethnic Israel and it would be strange for him to change semantic horses mid-
stream without explanation. 

 
8. Paul quoted from Isaiah 59 and Jeremiah 31 (11:26-27). When did the Deliverer come, 

make a covenant and take away Israel’s sins? This sounds like a description of the first 
coming of Jesus, when He made the New Covenant (which accomplished the forgiveness of 
sins). Thus Paul quoted Isaiah and Jeremiah as the basis for all Israel being saved (the making 
of the New Covenant), not to make a prophecy about a wholesale conversion at the Second 
Coming. 

 
ESV John 4:22 . . . salvation is from the Jews [Salvation is a thoroughly Jewish affair; salvation is 

from the Jews]. 
 

9. What confidence did Paul express regarding Israel in 11:28-32? See 9:6. Since God’s gifts 
and calling are irrevocable, God still has love toward the elect within physical Israel, showing 
them mercy. 
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ESV Romans 9:6 . . . it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended 
from Israel belong to Israel . . . 

 
10. What did the Jews do to become enemies of God (11:26)? See 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16. 

They are God’s enemies in the sense they rejected Jesus and opposed the preaching of the 
Gospel.  

 
What a Contrast: Enoch’s epitaph was “Walked With God.” Israel’s epitaph is “Enemy of God.” 
 
ESV 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 . . . the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea . . . 

suffered . . . from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, 
and displease God and oppose all mankind by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that 
they might be saved — so as always to fill up the measure of their sins . . . 

 
11. Based on the context, in what way are unbelieving Jews enemies of God “for our sake” 

(11:28)? See 11:11-12 and 11:30. Their opposition to God is for our sake in the sense that the 
apostles began preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles after the Jews rejected it.  

 
ESV Romans 11:11 . . . through their [Israel’s] trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles . . . 
 
12. Based on 11:28, why are there still elect with Israel? It is because of their forefathers 

(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, etc.) who were called by God and given many gifts. The gifts and calling 
are primarily those of the Abrahamic Covenant (other places in Scripture reveal the land was a 
type of heaven, the Seed was Jesus and the blessing was justification by faith). 

 
ESV Genesis 17:7 . . . I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. 

 
ESV Romans 9:6 . . . it is not as though the word of God has failed. 
 
ESV Romans 5:10 . . . while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 

[at one time we all were enemies of God; but God had mercy of some of us and made us His 
own.  This will also happen to elect Jews who at this moment are God’s enemies]. 

 
13. What word in 11:30-31 indicates when disobedient Israel will receive God’s mercy? 

Timing is everything. The word “now” occurs three times. According to the text, the time is “now” 
(in Paul’s day, not far off in the future). Since God’s gifts are irrevocable, this mercy continues on 
today. 

 
14. Universalists believe everybody will go to heaven and might quote Romans 11:32 in 

support of their belief. What does “all” mean in 11:32? Paul’s reference is to all men without 
distinction (Jew or Gentile), not all men without exception. We must let Scripture interpret 
Scripture. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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15. How does Paul conclude this whole section on Israel’s salvation (11:33-36)? Calvin 
described the Scriptures as God’s baby talk. How could it not be? God is infinite and we are 
finite. 

 
It has been said that if you look out the window on one side of a house you see an eve 

(representing human responsibility). Look out a window on the other side of the house and you’ll 
see an opposite eve (representing God’s sovereignty).  What you don’t see is  where they meet: 
over your head. 

 
16. What literary function do these questions serve (11:34-35)? They underscore our inability 

to phantom God’s ways. 
 
ESV Isaiah 55:8 . . . my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 

the LORD. 
 
Application: The truth of predestination should result in worship and praise to God. 
 
 

So What? 
 
17. What truths does Romans 11:25-36 hold for us? 

1) It is important for Gentiles to realize that a partial hardening has come upon Israel (but not 
a total hardening). 

2) Gentile believers must not imagine unbelieving Jews are beyond the reach of God’s mercy. 
We must not despair but leave room for God’s mercy to extend to those who presently reject 
Jesus (Cranfield, p. 587). 

3) God’s sovereignty, properly understood, leads to praise and worship. 
 

**** = ask this question before reading the text aloud. Doing so will cause focus. 
• These lessons are designed for a 45 minute session and are based on the text of the ESV.  
• You can hear this lesson being taught at www.SermonAudio.Com/NTRF.  
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