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1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able 
to bear it.” 
  

Romans 6:23a (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…”  
 
Proverbs 20:17 (NKJV) “Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.” 
 
Hebrews 11:25b (HCSB) “…the short-lived pleasure of sin.” 
 
James 1:17 (NASB) “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shifting shadow.” 
 
Hebrews 2:3b (NKJV) “…so great a salvation…”  

 
The sin we are tempted with loses its power when Christ becomes our delight and our life. 
 
 
I.       The New Birth Is of His Will    (James 1:18a [NKJV] “Of His own will He brought us forth…”) 
 

Romans 5:12 (NKJV) “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all sinned.” 
 
Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (NASB) “3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
 
Romans 3:10 (ESV) “as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one.’” 
 
Isaiah 64:6a (HCSB) “All of us have become like something unclean, and all our righteous acts are like a polluted 
garment…”   
 
Jeremiah 13:23 (NKJV) “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good who are 
accustomed to do evil.” 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5a (NKJV) “4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when 
we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ…”  
 
 

 
II.      The New Birth Is by His Work    (James 1:18b [NKJV] “Of His own will He brought us forth…”) 
 

James 1:18a (NASB) “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth…”  
 
James 1:18a (HCSB) “By His own choice, He gave us a new birth…”   



Ezekiel 36:26 (NKJV) “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 
 
Jeremiah 31:33 (ESV) “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
 
“We might never resolve the issues of divine sovereignty on the one side and human volition [choice] and accountability on 
the other. The fact is certain that the initiative in our salvation is God’s.”                                                          —John Phillips 
 
“From the Word of God I gather that damnation is all of man, from top to bottom, and salvation is all of grace, from first to 
last. He that perishes chooses to perish; but he that is saved is saved because God has chosen to save him.” 
                                                                                                                                                                  —Charles Spurgeon 

 
 
 
III.     The New Birth Is Through His Word   (James 1:18c [NKJV] “Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth…”) 
 

Ephesians 1:13 (NKJV) “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” 
 
Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of 
the truth of the gospel.” 
 
Romans 10:14a (NKJV) “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard?”   
 
1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) “having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 
lives and abides forever.” 
 
John 3:8b (NKJV) “So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
 
The Word of God applied by the Spirit of God brings forth the new birth. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
 
 

 
IV.      The New Birth Is a Preview of What Is to Come   (James 1:18d [NKJV] “Of His own will He brought us forth by the word 
           of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”) 
 

Romans 8:19-23 (NKJV) “19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the 
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of 
our body.” 
 
Revelation 21:1 (NKJV) “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. Also there was no more sea.” 
 
“What God has done in our lives to change our hearts by His goodness is only a preview of the day to come when He will 
make all things new in all creation. And the work He has done in our new birth will one day lead to a new heaven and a 
new earth where there will be no more trials and no more temptations.”                                                             —David Platt 
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   One of the main reasons I believe that preaching verse by verse through books or sections of books of 

the Bible should be the staple of the pulpit is that it forces us to see each verse in its context. As we get 

into a book we begin to see how each verse fits in with the verses that have come before it. To see the 

context of James 1:18, we must look again at verses 1-17. James begins by looking at trials that God 

either originates or allows. In verse 13 he begins dealing with temptation (the solicitation to sin). He tells 

us in verse 13 that temptation does not come from God. James 1:13 (NKJV) “Let no one say when he is 

tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” 

God certainly regulates temptation as we read in 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) “No temptation has 

overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 

tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you 

may be able to bear it.” When we look at James 1:14-17, we see God showing us some barriers that we 

can erect to keep us from giving in to temptation. The first barrier involves looking ahead and seeing the 

result of giving in to temptation. The result of yielding to temptation is reaping from the sin that was 

sown. James 1:14-16 (NKJV) “
14 

But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 

enticed. 
15 

Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings 

forth death. 
16 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” All of the consequences of sin are summarized 

by the word “death” (verse 15). Sin always brings death. Romans 6:23a (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is 

death…” That death for those without Christ is eternal death which is separation from Christ forever. But 

even sin that is forgiven in Christians (because of the shed blood of Jesus) bears earthly consequences. 

Some sin leads to physical death. That “death” also includes the death of relationships such as marriages 

being broken, trust dies, close relationships with children dies, reputation and witness dies, credibility 

dies, dreams and ambitions die. Sin is all about death! Sin never brings anything permanently good into 

our lives. Proverbs 20:17 (NKJV) “Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth 

will be filled with gravel.” Hebrews 11:25b (HCSB) speaks of “…the short-lived pleasure of sin.” We 

choose the sinful actions, but we cannot choose the result of those sinful actions. When we look ahead 

and meditate on the certain consequences of sin, it doesn’t look so appealing. The second barrier to keep 

us from temptation is looking around and seeing how good God has been to us. James 1:17 (NASB) 

says, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” As we were reminded last week, the hook that 

Satan used to snare Eve in Genesis 3 was to get her doubting the goodness of God. When that seed of 

doubt that maybe God was holding out on her was implanted in Eve’s mind, she became vulnerable to the 

enemy’s lies. Verse 17 focuses our minds on the goodness of God.  

   We have seen that when we are tempted, we can look ahead and think about the consequences. We can 

look around and see how good that God is. In today’s text, verse 18, we can look within and realize that 

we have been born of the Spirit; we have been made a new creation; we are in union with Christ; we have 

become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4); we do not have to give in to temptation. We have 

what Hebrews 2:3b (NKJV) calls, “so great a salvation…” and we are no longer slaves of sin. The 

glorious and intimate relationship with God that we now have through believing the Gospel has made sin 

not look so appealing. The sin we are tempted with loses its power when Christ becomes our delight 

and our life. 

   I cannot think of any one verse in the Bible that tells us more about this great salvation than James 1:18. 

In this message, I want us to dig deep and come up praising God for the new birth, the glorious Gospel, 

and the price that He has paid to give us “so great a salvation”.  

 

I.       The New Birth Is of His Will (James 1:18a (NKJV) “Of His own will He brought us forth…”) 



   Verse 18 is referring to our regeneration, our new birth (synonymous terms). I do not think that it is 

possible to comprehend our “so great salvation” until we begin to comprehend our lostness before we 

experienced that salvation. Every descendent of Adam was born under the curse of sin with a spirit (that 

part of our being that allows us to know and be rightly related to God) that is dead to God. Allow me to 

share four words that describe our condition before the new birth and so great a salvation. Those words 

are “unresponsive”, “unperceptive”, “unteachable”, and “unrighteous” [Words, but not all content from O. 

S. Hawkins, Getting Down to Brass Tacks, page 48]. First, we were unresponsive to spiritual things. 

Romans 5:12 (NKJV) “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, 

and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned [in that sin of Adam]”. The reason that we were 

unresponsive is that we were spiritually dead! Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) “And you He made alive, who 

were dead in trespasses and sins”. I have heard people frustratingly say things like, “How can my friend 

go on rejecting Christ? How can he just choose to go on in his misery controlled by his sin and not see 

that Christ can deliver him and make him a new person?” The reason is the same as the reason a 

physically dead person can’t climb out of the casket go with the family to eat the meal prepared by the 

church. He is dead – one physically and one spiritually dead, but both dead! Second, we were 

unperceptive. A person who has not been regenerated does not perceive spiritual truth. 2 Corinthians 

4:3-4 (NASB) “
3 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 
4 

in whose case 

the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” The unregenerate person doesn’t perceive 

spiritual truth for the same reason a physically blind person doesn’t perceive that there is a step or hole in 

his path. Thirdly, we were unteachable. 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “But the natural man does not 

receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 

they are spiritually discerned.” When we trust in logical arguments and superior debating skills to lead 

another to Christ, we will be disappointed because it is similar to trying to tell a person how to get to 

Maynardville when that person speaks only Spanish and understands no English. The Spanish speaker 

may be intellectually brilliant, but it he doesn’t speak the same language, he is not teachable. Fourth, we 

were unrighteous. Romans 3:10 (ESV) “as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one.’” We were 

seeking to make ourselves righteous through our own works. God gives His assessment of that human 

generated righteousness in Isaiah 64:6a (HCSB) “All of us have become like something unclean, and all 

our righteous acts are like a polluted garment…” Jeremiah gives us another analogy. He says in Jeremiah 

13:23 (NKJV) “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good 

who are accustomed to do evil.” A leopard could easier lick off his own spots and a person could easier 

change the color of their skin with Ivory soap than a person who is spiritually dead could bring himself to 

spiritual life. After detailing our spiritual death before Christ, we see how glorious God’s initiative was as 

summarized in Ephesians 2:4-5a (NKJV) “
4 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, 
5 

even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ…” 

Salvation, the new birth is initiated by God. It is of His will.  

   Salvation can only occur when God comes to an unresponsive, unperceptive, unteachable, unrighteous 

sinner like I was, like you were, like the apostle Paul was, and like some of you are right now and took 

the initiative to bring us to Himself. That is not only true logically; it is true theologically. We have 

nothing about ourselves that we can boast in; we were hopeless and He, of His own will brought us forth. 

 

II.      The New Birth Is by His Work (James 1:18b (NKJV) “Of His own will He brought us forth…”) 

   Not only did God take the initiative, it is God’s work that brought about our spiritual birth.  God is not 

only our creator; He is our re-creator. It is interesting that the first part of James 1:18 in the NASB says 

“In the exercise of His will He brought us forth…” The HCSB says, “By His own choice, He gave us a 

new birth…” In the original language, there is a real contrast here. In James 1:15 (NKJV) the same 

Greek word is used when it says “…when it [sin] is full-grown, brings forth death” as is used in James 

1:18 (NKJV) when it says, “Of His own will He brought us forth…” Sin “brings forth” death and God 



“brings forth” spiritual life in those who are regenerated. We could no more have generated our spiritual 

birth than we could have generated our own physical birth.  

   The new birth is both initiated and carried out by God. The best known passage dealing with the new 

birth is John 3 where we are told of the encounter of Jesus with a religious leader of Israel named 

Nicodemus. The phrase “born again” can legitimately be translated “born from above” (see margin note in 

the biblical text). In the phrase “born from above”, we see that both the initiative and the carrying out of 

regeneration is by God. In the Old Testament, Ezekiel spoke of regeneration (the new birth) as the 

reception of a new heart. Ezekiel 36:26 (NKJV) “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 

you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” This new birth is God 

taking the initiative to open our blinded eyes, give us a new birth from above, and to replace our hard and 

hopeless hearts with a heart of flesh – a soft and pliable heart that longs for and desires God. Jeremiah 

described it as a heart that has God’s will, God’s law written on it. Jeremiah 31:33 (ESV) “For this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” In 

other words, the one who has been regenerated, who has been born from above, born again, and given a 

new heart will have an insatiable desire to please and obey God.  

   One of the early church leaders was Augustine (354-430). Before he came to Christ he was a very 

immoral man. One day after his salvation, a woman he had lived with in immorality before his salvation 

saw him walking down a street and called to him, but he didn’t answer her. Finally she ran up to him and 

said, “Augustine, It is I”. Augustine answered, “I know, but it is no longer I”. The new birth brings about 

a new you down to the very core of your being – your heart! Have you been born again? If so, there has 

been a drastic change made in you. Your heart is soft toward God and your deepest desire is to obey and 

please Him. If you are no different and if you can live in sin and leave God out of your life, you have not 

been saved. You may have had a “spiritual spasm” or some kind of emotional reaction, but you didn’t 

get a new heart and a new birth. Some of us were saved at an early age and the drastic change was not so 

obvious, but the desire to obey God and please Him will be unmistakable for every person who has been 

born again.  

   When we talk about the new birth being God’s work, the question arises, “But don’t we have a part in 

all of this?” Certainly the Bible says clearly in multiple places that we must repent of sin – especially the 

sin of self-righteousness – and believe on, trust completely in Christ and His finished payment on the old 

rugged cross for our sin. John Phillips put it this way, “We might never resolve the issues of divine 

sovereignty on the one side and human volition [choice] and accountability on the other. The fact is 

certain that the initiative in our salvation is God’s.” [John Phillips, Exploring the Epistle of James, 

page 51-52]. Charles Spurgeon put it very bluntly this way. “From the Word of God I gather that 

damnation is all of man, from top to bottom, and salvation is all of grace, from first to last. He that 

perishes chooses to perish; but he that is saved is saved because God has chosen to save him.” [2200 

Quotations from the Writings of Charles H. Spurgeon, page 63, number 376]. This much I know: if God 

had not done a work of regeneration in me, I would not be saved and ALL GLORY goes to Him for my 

salvation and the salvation of every person who is in Heaven or ever will be in Heaven! 

   The new birth is of His will; the new birth is by His work. 

 

III.     The New Birth Is through His Word (James 1:18c (NKJV) “Of His own will He brought us forth 

by the word of truth…”) 

   Let’s examine that phrase, “the word of truth”. Five times in the New Testament where that word is 

used it refers to the Gospel. An example is Ephesians 1:13 (NKJV) “In Him you also trusted, after you 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed 

with the Holy Spirit of promise”. Another example is Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) “because of the hope 

which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel”. In 

other places this phrase refers to the whole of Scripture. In our text I believe James had in mind the more 

restricted use of “the word of truth” – the Gospel. The hearing of the Gospel is essential in this new birth, 



this bringing us forth to be a kind of firstfruits. No one is saved without hearing the Gospel. Romans 

10:14a (NKJV) “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they 

believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” Just as a physical birth requires two parents, even so the 

birth from above requires two – 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) “having been born again, not of corruptible seed 

but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever”. John 3:8b (NKJV) “So is 

everyone who is born of the Spirit." The Word of God applied by the Spirit of God brings forth the 

new birth. One of the greatest heresies ever propagated in Christian history is the false teaching that God 

arbitrarily saves people apart from the proclamation of the Gospel. That heresy was prominent in the late 

1700’s when God called William Carey (1761-1834) to take the Gospel to India. Carey, who was a 

Baptist, went to church leaders sharing his call and was told, “Young man, when God is ready to convert 

the heathen He can do it without us.” God has sovereignly chosen to use the proclamation of the Gospel 

(the word of truth) to do His saving work in the lives of the lost. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of 

God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 

and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” That 

living word when applied by the Spirit of God can generate life in the heart of a spiritually dead sinner. 

Here is a glorious truth: the Word of God that gives spiritual birth to the sinner also gives spiritual 

strength to the saint. 

  The new birth is of His will; the new birth is by His work; the new birth is through His Word. 

 

IV.      The New Birth Is a Preview of What Is to Come (James 1:18d (NKJV) “Of His own will He 

brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”)  

   The reference to the “firstfruits” would have been clearly understood by these early believers who were 

primarily Jewish in their background. In the Old Testament, the firstfruits were the first of the harvest that 

was given to God as a testimony that they trusted Him to provide for the full harvest to come. To put it 

another way, the firstfruits were a foretaste of that which is to come. What God has done in the lives of 

those who have been born again is a foretaste of how He will one day make all things new. Romans 8:19-

23 (NKJV) “
19 

For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 
20 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in 

hope; 
21 

because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God. 
22 

For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs 

together until now. 
23 

Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 

groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.” When sin came 

into the world through Adam, not only did all mankind fall under the horrible curse of sin, but all of 

creation fell. God’s perfect creation was “subjected to futility” (Romans 8:20). That is why we have 

droughts, floods, earthquakes, tornados, hurricanes, and typhoons. In the new birth, we get a preview as to 

what God is going to do with all that is under the curse of sin. We will one day trade these bodies which 

are under the curse of sin for new and perfect bodies. Revelation 21:1 (NKJV) ‘Now I saw a new heaven 

and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.” The creation will have the curse 

removed and no longer be under the curse of sin.  

   David Platt summarized it well. “What God has done in our lives to change our hearts by His goodness 

is only a preview of the day to come when He will make all things new in all creation. And the work He 

has done in our new birth will one day lead to a new heaven and a new earth where there will be no more 

trials and no more temptations.” [David Platt, Exalting Jesus in James, page 12]. 

CONCLUSION  

   When we begin to understand our new birth, it puts everything in perspective here on a fallen 

planet. The One who has made us new creations in Christ will empower us to walk in victory over 

temptation to sin. Our God who has defeated sin, suffering and Satan can give you victory over every 

temptation. 


