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“The love of Christ passeth knowledge,”1 Paul said in Ephesians chapter three. We just 
read it in verse 19. And our charge is to know that love, to know the love of Christ. 
 
Well, to know the love of Christ, we have got to know the Christ of the love that God has 
manifested abroad.  And there are some things that we can know.  Obviously there are 
limits to what we can know about the love because it “passeth knowledge.” It is beyond 
our ability to fully comprehend this love.   
 
Be that as it may, there are some things that we can know about the love of God, i.e., 
whatever God has given to us by way of revelation. For instance, in 1 John chapter four, 
verse 19 the first part of the verse says that God loved us first.  We love him, of course, 
we if we know him.  To know him is to love him.  But we love him because he first loved 
us. We didn’t come into the world with a predisposition to love God. We were rebels. We 
were like sheep which had gone astray.   
 
God sent his Son into the world to seek and to save us. We weren’t seeking him. He 
sought us.  And God loved us first. We can know that because the Bible tells us that.   
 
And then that wonderful, classic verse in John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world.”2 
 
Let me stop there for just a moment and share with you a way to think of that verse.  That 
little adverb “so” modifies the verb loved. That is what an adverb does. 
 
We don’t put a whole lot of stock in one little word like that, an adverb, but it means this, 
or it could mean this and I think it does in the context of this verse:  God “in this way” 
loved. God, in this way, loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
So God wants to tell us in a special, wonderful verse what kind of love he had.  What was 
his love like?  Well, it was like this. It was this kind of love- and he loved us in this way- 
                                                
1 Ephesians 3:19.  
2 John 3:16.  
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he gave his only begotten son. That word, only begotten, of course, means one of a kind, 
unique. There was no other son ever like him in the world, because he was God in flesh. 
He loved us that way, that much, that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever....  
 
He just opened the doors worldwide, that whosoever believeth would be saved.  That is, 
all we have to do is believe in him and we will not perish, or go to hell, but have eternal 
life.  Isn’t that a great verse?  Doesn’t that stir your heart and bless your soul every time 
you think of it and read it no matter how many times through our life we have quoted it 
or heard little children recite it?  It never ceases to bless and to thrill our hearts because of 
the magnificent truth that it teaches us about the love of God.  We can know that.  He 
loved us in this way, that he gave; thirdly... 
 
We know this, that he drew us to himself.  As I said, he sought us.  And the Bible says in 
Hosea chapter 11, verse four, concerning God’s people of old- and it is true of us today- 
he drew them and he draws us to himself with bands or cords of love.  It was his 
matchless love that caused God to draw us with cords.  That is aggressive. That is active.  
That is inexhaustible effort. We know he sent his Holy Spirit, but it is called just 
poetically cords of love.  He sent tentacles out from heaven and drew us to himself even 
when we were running in the opposite direction, even when we were saying no, even 
when we did not seek him at all he sought us and drew us to his heart and made us 
willing and made us understand by the power of the Holy Spirit; He convicted us and 
brought us to repentance so we could experience this wonderful love of God. 
 
Fourth, the Bible says in Romans chapter five and verse five that his love has been shed 
abroad.  It is not just for a select few people.  It is not just for one nation, although he 
loved the nation of Israel before he loved the Church.  Before the Church was even in 
existence he loved the people of God of old.  
 
In fact, let me show you something that is really neat.  Turn back to Deuteronomy chapter 
four. I think I can find it.  If I can’t then we are in trouble. Yes, I did. I did find it. It is in 
Deuteronomy chapter four and this is kind of an extended passage which I really don’t 
think I am going to take time to read, but God is reciting to the people of Israel some of 
their history and reminding them of what a great heritage they have.   
 
Notice in verse 31.  
 

(For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware 
unto them.  For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, 
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one 
side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?3 

 

                                                
3 Deuteronomy 4:31-32.  
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There has been no god like this God.  There never has been a so called god that has been 
gracious and merciful to a people like you he says to the nation of Israel.  Look now in 
chapter 6, verse 10:   
 

And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the 
land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, And houses 
full of all good things, which thou filledst not...4 

 
In other words, when you come into the land of Canaan there will be  
 

Wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which 
thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full; Then beware 
lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage.  Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, 
and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.5 

 
 
 
Go back to chapter four. I am going to cut to the quick because actually he says in 
chapter four just about what he said in chapter six. He is just repeating it so I don’t have 
to... notice in verse 36 of chapter four. 
6 
 
“Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee: and upon earth 
he shewed thee his great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the fire.”7 
 
And here it is verse 37.  “And because he loved thy fathers....”8 
 
That’s it, folks.  Because he loved.... Why did God love them?  Think of God’s dealing 
with Israel how they rebelled against him and were a stiff-necked people. Just think of the 
mercies of God; that he would redeem this people- and he did out -of Egypt!  It just 
blows your mind, so to speak, to think of what God did and how rebellious they were. 
 
And why would he do that?  Why did he zero in on one tribe, one family, Abraham, and 
give him a covenant that was unspeakable in its ramifications; a land, a people, and 
descendants without number?  Why would he do that? 
 
Well, here it is, verse 37.  
 

                                                
4 Deuteronomy 6:10.  
5 Deuteronomy 6:11-13.  
6 Deuteronomy 4:32.  
7 Deuteronomy 4:36.  
8 Deuteronomy 4:37.  
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Because he loved, because of his love, because of his great love, because of his love... 
that is the only reason.   
 
In... I think it is in Deuteronomy seven, but I am not going to go back there again, but 
God says it wasn’t because of their intelligence, it wasn’t because they were more lovable 
or lovely than any other people in the world, or stronger; it was because of his mercies. 
And, he was motivated to exercise his mercies toward his people because of his love. 
 
We cannot say enough about the love of God.  And we have a Christmas season this year 
because of God’s love and his love has been shed abroad in our hearts today, just like it 
was of old. He loved his people of old; same God, same heart, same love.  And today his 
love has been, and is being shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  
 
If you love God it is because his Holy Spirit has visited you and made you predisposed to 
love him, not because of your natural love for him. 
 
Now he has commended, Romans chapter five and verse eight, his love toward us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. That is another thing that we can know 
about the love of God. He has commended his love toward us, yes, and he did that while 
we were yet sinners. And it was the love of God that put Jesus Christ that allowed Jesus 
Christ to go to Calvary.  It was the love of God that sent his Son to the world to take upon 
himself human form, then wrapped him up in  bundle of flesh and sent him via the virgin 
birth and caused him to be born in the most lowly and humble of circumstances and 
allowed him to live with nothing of this world’s goods and then to die an ignominious 
death, the terrible death of a felon, of a criminal on a cross. It was the love of God that 
did it. It was the love of God, just the love of God. 
 
And he has commended his love toward us.   Here is the way he did it, in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us.  Oh, what love, what love is this? 
 
There is one more thing.  Go to Ephesians.  If you are in Ephesians, back in our text 
today, just go back to chapter two. These are the things that we can know about the love 
of God.  And then we will talk about some things that we will probably never fully 
fathom.  But notice in Ephesians two beginning in verse four, “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love...”9  
Paul used a superlative. There was no superlatives that would do, so he just said as we 
often say, it was “great.”  His love is great. That probably seemed inadequate to him.  But 
that is the best word he could draw on; it was his great love and it is so great.   
 
But God, just like toward His people of old, is rich in mercy toward us because of his 
great love wherewith he loved us.  “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;),”10 he says in parenthetic thought, although 

                                                
9 Ephesians 2:4.  
10 Ephesians 2:5.  
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it is just very important.  “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”11 
 
It was because of his great love.  Somebody used an illustration that I like. You hear a 
little baby crying and you see that little baby. And I have done this with my 
granddaughter. You see that little baby crying so you hold out your arms and you say, 
“Come to me.” 
 
You know, I think I have got a special touch with these little ones so I could put them to 
sleep pretty easy.  But baby cries all the louder saying, “I don’t know you. I am not sure 
you are going to love me. I know my mother loves me. I am going to stay with her.” 
 
So, no, I can’t wrest the little one out of Marti’s arms.  I can’t do that because baby has a 
will.   
 
And so she cries a little louder. Now what does she know about Marti’s love?  Well, not a 
whole lot. She just knows that mom cares for her.  She doesn’t understand much of it yet.  
But she knows she would rather be in mother’s arms than my arms. She knows that much 
at least.  She knows that mom nurtures her, takes care of her. But she really has a lot to 
learn about the love of her mother and we are kind of the same way. We have got so 
much to learn.   
 
And Paul says, “I pray that God would help you to comprehend something of the...” 
 
Notice verse 18.  “The breadth.” 
 
I pray that God would help you comprehend something of the breadth.  Let’s look at that 
just a moment or two. The breadth, that word, the Greek word is platov (plat’-os).  It is 
kind of ironic.  The great philosopher was not a believer. His name was Plato. Well, this 
word platov (plat’-os) in the Greek text describes the breadth and the breadth is simply 
the distance... this is pretty 101 stuff and I am not an engineer and mechanical drawing 
was about as far as I got into it in seventh grade and I was glad to get out of the class. I 
think I passed... I cannot fathom spatial concepts.  When I read about the temple and the 
tabernacle, I read it because it is the Word of God, not because I am getting a lot out of it 
in my head, but it always moves my heart, nevertheless.   
 
I asked Ellen when I got done reading one of those passages that describe the dimensions 
and all of the tabernacle or temple... I said, “Did you understand that?” 
 
And she said, “No, not fully.” 
 
Well, that makes me feel better because she is a lot smarter in those things than I am.  But 
notice the breadth. That means the distance from side to side or we would say the width, 

                                                
11 Ephesians 2:6.  
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simply stated.  And to know the width, the distance from side to side! Well, what is the 
width or the breadth of God’s love? 
 
Well, his love is wide enough, so to speak, to encompass the whole world.   
 
God so loved the whole world.  He is the Savior, Paul said, of the whole world. He is the 
propitiation for our sins and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world, the 
apostle John said.  Wide enough! There is no narrowing in theologically of this love that 
has been shed abroad or manifested to us.  We... if we are going to be honest with the text 
and we should be and want to be and ought to be, we have got to say that anybody in this 
world can be saved.  It is wide enough to encompass anybody, wide enough to span the 
ages. It still saves people today. It saved people in the Garden of Eden when man fell into 
sin and was separated from God.  God slew an animal, an innocent victim, and shed 
blood and made a covering. 
 
Well, faith in God’s Word saved Adam and Eve and their descendants who believe, who 
believe right down to today.  If you are here today you were born into this world with a 
sin nature. You were born separated from God, but if you trust Jesus Christ and put your 
faith in him and accept God’s simple plan of salvation you can be saved.   
 
We have got a gospel that is wide enough to encompass the ages. It still is, and, by the 
way, when this age is over and when the tribulation sets in God is going to put an angel in 
the heavens to preach the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.  Revelation chapter 14.  
 
God will always have somebody upon this earth as long as time as we know it lasts to 
preach the everlasting gospel because it is a wide enough gospel to encompass the ages. 
And when the ages have been rolled up as a scroll and time shall be no more, there will 
be still the gospel, the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
Praise God for this gospel that is wide enough to stretch from shore to shore, from 
eternity past to eternity future.  There is no beginning for eternity past. There is no ending 
for eternity future.  So is the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
A great song writer, one of my favorite poets, wrote: 
 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea.  
There’s a kindness in God’s justice which is more than liberty. 
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed. 
There is joy for all the members in the sorrow of the head. 
 
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind. 
And the heart of the eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more simple, we should take him at his Word. 
And our lives would be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 
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Will you take him at his word today?  Most of you already have.  Praise God for that. 
You are saved and on your way to heaven.  You have put your faith in Jesus Christ, but if 
you haven’t, the poet said: 
 
If our love were but more simple... 
 
Our love... all we need to do is respond to his love and say, “Lord, I love you because you 
first loved me.  I accept you. I trust you. I believe in you.” 
 
And we would be bound for heaven.   
 

Troubled souls, why will you scatter like a crowd of frightened sheep?   
Foolish hearts, why will you wander from a love so true and deep? 
There is welcome for the sinner and more graces for the good. 
There is mercy with the Savior. There is healing in his blood. 

 
Yes, there is a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea.  
 
You heard about the lady from some place in England who lived in the slums, and had 
never been probably more than 50 miles if that far away from home. And somebody, one 
of her friends, said, “We are going to the beach for an outing.  We want you to 
accompany us. Come with us.” 
 
And so she went as a friend. And so they were very gracious and they took her and she 
went and for the first time in the world she saw the ocean. And, seeing the ocean she 
wept. They said, “Why are you crying?” 
 
She said, “It is the first time in my life I have seen something that there was enough of.” 
 
Well, there is enough of God’s mercy!  It is as wide as the sea.  And his love is broader 
than our minds can think. We can’t wrap our minds wholly around the love of God. 
 
The poet was saying poetically that we cannot wrap our minds around the love of God. It 
is too broad for that. 
 
Oh, the love of God, the breadth of his love.   
 
But notice, secondly, “the height” it says in verse 18 of our text today.   
 
“May be able to comprehend with all saints...”12 
 
Not any one of us is going to get a handle on it. We can get some of it. We can 
comprehend some that God has revealed and then we can comprehend through 
experience how he has manifested his love in a special way to us. And we can share that 

                                                
12 Ephesians 3:18.  
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with others and we can hear their testimonies. We can hear how God is working in lives 
and how he is manifesting his love.   
 
So with all the saints we pool our testimonies and we can get a little bit more of a grasp 
of the love of God.  And he wants us to know the height of his love. 
 
The height, of course, is the distance from any given level upward. Well, we are here and 
so we start measuring here and to measure the love of God ... it goes from the deepest 
ditch.  It goes from the darkest hole. It goes from the place that is the deepest in the world 
that you and I have been away from God.  It goes to the hut in the darkest, dankest, 
dirtiest, dungiest place in the world.  It reaches down further than man could ever 
imagine, the love of God.  It goes all the way down to where a sinner wallows in the pig 
pen of the world trying to find a little bit of comfort, trying to find a little bit of peace, a 
little bit of joy. And the love of God goes that far down and it sent Jesus all the way down 
to be born in a manger. 
 
And to find the lowest and, by the way, you probably, like Paul, said, “I am the chief of 
sinners.  Oh, I am the chief of sinners. I have gone so far away from God. I have 
blasphemed his holy name. I have tread across his covenant.  I transgressed his law. I 
have rebelled against his love. How could he reach me?” 
 
I want to say it goes low enough to reach you, all the way down, no matter how far down 
you are.  Oh, the love of God goes that far down and then it goes all the way up to 
heaven. And Paul said in Ephesians two, we read it a while ago; he has seated us together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  Boy, that is as high as you can go, amen?   
 
He goes as low as needs be to find the sinner.  He will find you today if you will let him.  
Oh, you may not consider yourself to be that low down. You may consider yourself to be 
pretty respectable and pretty decent and pretty law abiding and you don’t consider 
yourself to be way down there in the gutter, so to speak, of sin.  But I want to say in the 
sight of God you are just as far away as any other sinner is without Christ.   
 
Paul described it again in Ephesians two. Without hope, aliens, strangers, we were before 
the riches of his grace sought us, the blood of Christ bought us, the love of Christ found 
us and drew us to himself with cords of love and then took us and seated us high above 
all principalities and powers, way up through the heaven of heavens and seated us 
together in Christ Jesus in heavenly places.  Glory to God! And we are safe and secure 
there. Nothing in this world, Paul said in Romans chapter eight, “not anything in this 
world, not any principality can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus.”  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?  As it is written, for thy sake we 
are killed the day long. We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things to present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth nor any other creature shall be able to separate us 
from the love of Christ Jesus our Lord.” 



Page 9 of 9 
 

 
You are as safe as God’s own Son today as he is seated by the right hand of God the 
Father. You are as secure if you are saved, if you are seated in heavenly places.  Now, I 
am talking about where you are spiritually; physically, you here.  Yes, I understand that.  
But spiritually—and that is what really counts—you are in Christ Jesus if you are saved.  
And that is as high as you can go.  
 
Number three, the length of his love. How long is it?  Well, what is length?  Well, it is the 
space between two points. It is the long dimension, the space between two points from 
infinity to infinity we might say. There was no beginning of infinity.  In the beginning 
God was.  In the beginning God created.   
 
But from infinity, therefore, to infinity; infinity past to infinity future, so to speak, no 
start, no finish, the length.  Now there is a starting point in time and there is an ending 
point in time; and from the starting point in time to the ending point in time when, as I 
said, when the ages are rolled up as a scroll and the heavens shall depart, the earth shall 
have been melted with fervent heat and time as we know it shall be no more. There is a 
starting point at any point of time and all from the beginning of time to the end of time as 
we know it, God’s love will never cease to be manifested and shed abroad and available 
to sinners. 
 
The length of it is inexhaustible, incomprehensible and without beginning and without 
end.  And his loving arm is long enough to reach you today.  And it is long enough to 
take you in by a cord of love and to hold you close to his heart and to whisper in your 
heart by the power of the Holy Spirit, “I love you. I gave my Son for you.  I will love you 
forever. I will never cease loving you.  There is nothing you could ever do to make me to 
cease loving you. My love is unconditional and it is without end and without beginning.” 
 
Oh, the length of the love of God.   
 
But there is one more and that is the depth.  Notice it says the depth of the love of God in 
our text today, verse 18.   
 
“May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height.”13 
 
We need to look at the depth now of the love of God. It is the fourth dimension. Now 
depth is something my mind is a little too weak to understand, but it gives God’s love not 
just 3-D, not height and breadth and length, but 4-D, a four dimensional aspect.  
 
Depth is dimension taken through an object usually looking downward from an upper 
surface.  In my mind I picture a little girl’s doll house. We look at it from above. We see 
it and we see depth there. We see width and length and height and so forth. But we see it 
from an upward vantage point and we look into it and that is depth. It has depth.  And the 
Bible says God’s love has depth.   
                                                
13 Ephesians 3:18.  
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I think that means it is all encompassing.  It is all encountering.  It is everywhere from 
any angle, from upwards, downwards, horizontally, vertically, whatever way you can 
look at God’s love, it has got depth. It is real. It is all enabling. It is all enduring.  It is the 
love of God which passeth all understanding.  
 
When I was a kid we sang a little chorus where I came from and it is probably one that 
you have never heard.  By the way, there was a man whose name was Blake who spoke 
of this passage. He said, “The breadth is the manifoldness of God’s provision of grace.” 
The manifoldness, that is good. I like that. Manifold.  Everything we could imagine.  
Everything we would need. The manifoldness, the breadth, the width. He said, “The 
length, that is the eternal duration, no end. The depth that is the profundity of his 
humiliation, the depth that he went to save us and then the height, well, that is the 
loftiness of condition which his people are to be raised.”  
 
The four dimensional love of Christ.  But I sang, we sang a little chorus. Brother Howard 
join me if you would on the pulpit and I would like to teach it to you today. 
 

Wide, wide as the ocean. 
High as the heaven above. 
Deep, deep as the deepest sea 
Is my Savior’s love. 
I, though so unworthy, 
Still am a child of his care. 
For his Word teaches me  
That his love reaches me everywhere. 

 
How many of you have ever heard that before?  Several of you.  Then you help me sing.  
Join in as a choir. 
 
Oh, it is a good chorus, you will love it. 
 
Ok, you people who said you have heard it before, you stand up.  I will lead you and then 
the others will join us next time. 
 
Stand up and sing it with me.  
 

Wide, wide as the ocean. 
High as the heaven above. 
Deep, deep as the deepest sea 
Is my Savior’s love. 
I, though so unworthy, 
Still am a child of his care. 
For his Word teaches me  
That his love reaches me everywhere. 
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All of you stand. Let’s just sing it together.  
 

Wide, wide as the ocean. 
High as the heaven above. 
Deep, deep as the deepest sea 
Is my Savior’s love. 
I, though so unworthy, 
Still am a child of his care. 
For his Word teaches me  
That his love reaches me everywhere. 

 
Remain standing. In just a moment we will close the service, but I want to just allude to 
one more great hymn. It is one of my favorites. 

 
The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen could ever tell. 
It goes beyond the highest star 
And reaches to the deepest hell. 
 
The guilty pair, 
Bowed down with care 
God gave his Son to win. 
His erring child 
He reconciled. 
And pardoned from his sin. 

 
Isn’t that great? 
 
Oh, the love of God is greater far. 
 

Oh love of God how rich how pure, 
How measureless, how strong. 
It shall forever more endure 
The saint’s and angel’s song. 

 
I hope that you have experienced his wonderful love.  
 
There was a Spanish prisoner whose bones were discovered when Napoleon’s soldiers 
opened the prison of the Inquisition and in this underground dungeon they found the 
skeleton of this prisoner, flesh and clothing long since gone.  But the remnants of an 
ankle bone with the chain attached to it were there.  And there upon the wall they saw cut 
into the rock with a sharp piece of metal a cross and above it in Spanish the word for 
height; on the bottom of it the Spanish word depth. And then on the sides on one arm the 
Spanish word for length, and on the other the Spanish word for breadth. 
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So that poor prisoner long, long ago, was starving to death physically, but his soul was 
contemplating the wonder of God’s purpose of grace. And to him, the figure of the cross 
summed it all up. The length, the breadth, the height, the depth of the love of God which 
passeth all knowledge. 
 
Oh, that we might be able to comprehend that love today.   
 
Do you know him personally?  God, in this way, loved you, so much so that he sent his 
Son to die for you.   
 
Bow your heads with me please.   
 
Our Father, we are overcome today when we think about the depth and the breadth and 
the length and the height of the love of God.  It does pass all knowledge. We understand 
some of it, Lord, but there is so much that we will never understand till we get to glory 
because we have finite minds.  But we understand it enough to know that your love is 
surpassing all that we have ever called love in this world.  Oh, the love of God. Thank 
you for it. 
 
I pray for that person this morning in this audience who has never personally received 
the gift of God that was shed abroad through your love. I pray that that person right here 
today whether man or woman, young or old would say, “I am going to receive God’s 
love. If he went to that length for me, if he loved me that much and in that way, I am 
going to accept his plan of salvation.  I am going to trust Jesus, his Son, as my Savior. I 
will do it today. I have put it off long enough.  I will do it by the grace of God this day.” 
 
Father, draw to yourself with bands of love today any sinner no matter how low or no 
matter how high they think they may be, any sinner, outside of your safety. In Jesus name 
I pray. Amen. 
 


