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1 Corinthians 12 (12-9-12)                              DESPISING OTHERS 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I 

have no need of you. 

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 

abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for 

another. 

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 

members rejoice with it. 

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

"When a thorn enters the heel, the whole body feels it, and is concerned: the back bends, the belly and 

thighs contract themselves, the hands come forward and draw out the thorn, the head stoops, and the 

eyes regard the affected member with intense gaze." (Chrysostom) 

1 Corinthians 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 

receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

2 Chronicles 32:25 But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; for his 

heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem. 

Daniel 4:30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 

31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 

Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 

"The first and the worst cause of errors that prevail in such a state of things is spiritual pride. This is the 

main door by which the devil comes into the hearts of those who are zealous...I know that a great many 

things at this day are very injuriously laid to the pride of those that are zealous in the cause of 

God...[But] the manner of some persons has been to speak of almost everything that they see amiss in 

others in the most harsh, severe, and terrible language...And such language they will commonly use, not 

only towards wicked men, but them also that they themselves allow to be the true children of God, and 

also towards ministers of the gospel, and others that are very much their superiors...'Oh,' say they, 'we 

must be plain-hearted and bold for Christ'...Oh! what a strange device of Satan is this...to introduce the 

language of common sailors among them, under a cloak of high sanctity, and zeal, and boldness for 

Christ!...[Also], spiritual pride takes great notice of opposition and injuries that are received, and is apt 

to be often speaking of them..." 

(Jonathan Edwards) 
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"Pride of gifts is the cause why we do so little good with them to others. Second. Pride of gifts is the 

cause why we receive so little good from the gifts of others...Pride of gifts robs us of God's blessing in 

the use of them...Pride fills the soul; and a full soul will take nothing from God, much less from man, to 

do it good...These spiritual gifts are not thy own; and wilt thou be proud of another's bounty? Is not God 

the founder, and can he not soon be the confounder of thy gifts?...Though a father will not cast off his 

child, yet he may take away his fine coat and ornaments, if proud of them...Gifts are not merely for 

thyself. As the light of the sun is ministerial - it shines not for itself - so all thy gifts are for others - gifts 

for the the edifying of the body...Consider while thou art priding in thy gifts, thou art dwindling and 

withering in thy grace...when thou shouldst bless God, thou art applauding thyself...It is the forerunner 

of some great sin, or some great affliction...There is nothing the Christian hath or doth, but this worm of 

pride will breed in it... This high conceit of the strength of thy grace will make thee cruel and churlish to 

thy weak brethren in their infirmities..." 

(Gurnall, The Christian in Complete Armour) 

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 

the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

Luke 18:9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 

and despised others: 

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem other better than themselves. 

Proverbs 11:12 He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding 

holdeth his peace. 

"A foolish man is generally abundant in his censures; he dwells on the defects of his neighbor, and is 

sure to bring them into the most prominent view. But a man of understanding - a prudent, sensible man, 

hides those defects wherever he can, and puts the most charitable construction on those which he cannot 

conceal." (Clarke) 

Proverbs 14:21 He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth...  

Genesis 32:10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 

shewed unto thy servant... 

 

 


