
Galatians (Part 24)
[A Life Controlled by the Holy Spirit (Part 5) – Addendum: The Fullness of the Spirit]

III. The Christian Life: The Practical Results of Paul’s Gospel Described (5:1-6:18) 

A. A Life of Freedom (5:1-15) 

B. A Life Controlled by the Holy Spirit (5:16-26) 

→How can one avoid the self-indulgence of a life of license without resorting to the slavery of a life of  
    legalism? By walking in the Spirit. 

1. A Command to Live a Spirit-Controlled Life (vs. 16-18) 

2. A Catalog of Sins to Be Avoided (vs. 19-21) and Virtues to Be Perfected (vs. 22, 23) 

3. A Conclusion to the Preceding (vs. 24-26) 

4. Addendum: The Fullness of the Spirit

Question #1: What is the fullness of the Spirit? 

→The fullness of the Spirit is the fresh empowerment of the Spirit as a consequence of the 
    baptism of the Spirit (Acts 2:4; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 5:18). 

-A normal characteristic of spiritually healthy Christians (Acts 6:3; 9:17; 11:24; 13:52); endowment for 
 ministry or office (Luke 1:41; Acts 9:17); equipment for an immediate task (Luke 1:41, 67; Acts 4:8; 
 7:55; 13:9), not constant (John 7:37-39) 

Question #2: What are the marks of the fullness of the Spirit? 

-speaking; singing and making melody; giving thanks; submitting (Ephesians 5:18-21) 

Question #3: How does one acquire the fullness of the Spirit? 

-Ephesians 5:18 [Present (continuous) Passive (in dependence on the person of the Spirit) Plural (for all) 
 Imperative (a command)] 

Practical Lessons

1) The fullness of the Holy Spirit is possible only for believers. 

2) If you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit, then don’t grieve Him. 

3) If you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit, then put on the fruit of the Spirit. 

4) Recognize what a privilege it is to be under the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.


