
THE WRATH OF GOD

INTRO: Somehow I failed to plan a message for this Sunday 
as I have just completed the series on demonology. This 
very seldom happens to me but when I have a time which I 
did not plan for ahead of time, I use that opportunity to 
study out some issue I did not allow myself time for 
otherwise and this Sunday is such a Sunday and let me tell 
you about the subject.

Some time ago in Sunday School we were discussing 
justification. This is found in section 3 of part III of 
our Catechism. It is question 14 which says, “Wherein does 
justification benefit us?” Now Christian justification is 
when we are declared righteous before God. Justification is 
an incredible doctrine. And now the question is, how does 
it benefit us? And the answer goes like this: To have peace with 
God as his children, to have been freed from the bondage of sin, and to be aided in  
perfecting holiness (Rom. 5:1; John 8:36). 

In my notes to the catechism I added several more benefits, 
one of which is deliverance from the coming wrath of God. I 
gave as a Scripture for that Romans 5:9. Let us go to that 
passage (read 5:1-9). In the class I mentioned that I used 
to think that the wrath of God referred to hell, but I can 
find no clear references to it referring to hell. On the 
other hand, what I have clearly found it to refer to is the 
time of the seven year tribulation. I cannot deal with the 
following passages in the book of Revelation but let me 
give them to you. All contain a reference to the wrath of 
God (Rev. 6:12-17; 11:14-19; 16:17-21; 19:1-21). 

Now in our SS class our topic raised some considerable 
discussion because if this wrath speaks of the tribulation, 
and justification delivers us from this wrath, then there 
remains one conclusion to the timing of the rapture of the 
Church: it is then pre-tribulational or at minimum pre-
wrath as some hold. The prewrath view holds that the 
rapture happens just before the end of the tribulation, 
just before the severe wrath of God is poured out. Well, 
this is the subject I want to pursue this morning and I 
trust it will be a challenge to you. 



So our subject in this message is the wrath of God, but the 
purpose is to encourage us in this coming year to be 
prepared for the Lord's return. This is the command of 
Scripture. Jesus said in Mark 13:37, "And what I say to you 
I say to all: Watch!" 

  I.  OLD TESTAMENT EXPECTATIONS

We want to begin by looking at some OT expectations. 
Let us begin this in Matthew 3 (read 1-12). John the 
Baptist was the forerunner of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He prepared people to listen to Jesus. His ministry 
might be classed as revivalistic. He was a very 
powerful preacher. He was some 30 years old and had 
not married but given his entire life to study and 
getting to know God Almighty. It is thought that when 
he was in the wilderness that he might have gone down 
to the Dead Sea to the Kumran community who were 
Zealots. They had a great zeal for God. 

And in Matthew 3, the ministry for which God had 
chosen him had begun and his preaching produced great 
conviction. People came from all around and repented 
of their sins. Now there is something amazing to me. 
When strong preaching, God anointed holy preaching 
takes place, it draws those who seek truth. And many 
came to hear him preach and got convicted and 
repented and were baptized by John upon repentance. 

And when you put all John’s preaching into a brief 
description it was this: Repent, for the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Let us begin there. What did 
repentance have to do with the kingdom of God? Well, 
first, what was this kingdom of God John was talking 
about? Well, that kingdom he was talking about was 
the time we know as the millennium. Both the Old and 
New Testaments have much to say about that. 

So, when he said the kingdom of God was at hand, just 
what did he mean? Well, beyond a shadow of doubt to 
me, he had studied Daniel’s seventy weeks. And he had 
calculated those weeks as seventy sevens of years. 
And he knew that they were now nearing the end of the 



69th week. The 69th would come to an end in just a 
little more than 2 years. Then the 70th would begin. 
This 70th week would be the tribulation, a time 
described by Daniel in very clear terms. So go to 
Daniel 12 (read v. 1). There are very many OT 
passages that describe this time of Jacob’s, that is 
Israel’s trouble. That is the time of the wrath of 
God. 

So we go back to Matthew 3:7. When John said, “Who 
has warned you to flee from the wrath to come”, that 
wrath to come is the 70th week. It is this week that 
is described in Revelation 6-19. If you will read 
those chapters, and there was anything you could do 
to flee from it, you would too. 

Now consider again Matthew 3:7. In what way was John 
indicating that by baptism they could flee from the 
wrath to come by baptism?  

Well, go with me to Isaiah 26 (read 26:20) “Come, my 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” 
There is an indication here that Israel will be able 
to hide till the storm of the tribulation passes by. 
Now this hiding is not from all the seven years, but 
from that time that is known as ‘the wrath of God’. 
(See Rev?).  

Now you may say, “What is the context of this verse? 
Are you using it in context?” Well, look at verses 
12-19 (read). And now verse 21 (read). The context is 
that of the wrath of God.

Go with me now to Zephaniah (read 2:1-3). I cannot 
take time to explain the passage. If you would like 
that you could go to the messages I did on Zephaniah. 
But this is one of those prophecies I see as having a 
far and near fulfillment. When God, in the past, 
dealt with the nations prophesied of here, I 
understand there were those who were hidden by God 
and they were spared when Judah and Jerusalem were 



sacked. But I believe this passage has its further 
fulfillment in the tribulation and speaks of the same 
deliverance Isaiah prophesied of in the earlier 
passage. 

This is exactly what was later prophesied by John in 
the book of Revelation chapter 12. Let us go there. 
This chapter is written in highly symbolical language 
and speaks of Israel in the great tribulation (read 
13-15). There will be a remnant of godly Jews who 
will be divinely protected by God for a time, and 
times, and half a time. I cannot take time to explain 
that that refers to 3 1/2. It is equal to the other 
numbers given in Revelation; 42 months or 1260 days. 

I believe that this is what John the Baptist was 
referring to when he said, "Who has warned you to 
flee from the wrath of God?" John had warned the rest 
of the people to flee from the wrath of God. But he 
spoke to people out in the country, the common 
people, not the Sadducees and Pharisees. He had also 
told them that the kingdom of God was at hand. You 
see, the time of the wrath of God was just a few 
years away, and the time of the kingdom of God would 
come only a few years after that. 

So, what has John’s message to the people been 
according to this? Well, in essence he said, “I tell 
you on the authority of Daniel, our great prophet, 
that in about 2 years the time of Jacob’s trouble 
will begin. God has promised to deliver us if we 
would repent and walk humbly with him. If you do not 
repent, you will suffer the wrath of God along with 
the nations that God is angry with. It is time to 
repent. The time is here. And if you fail in this, 
you will not see the long awaited kingdom. It is only 
just over nine years away. Repent. Why would you hang 
on to your sin and suffer the wrath of God and miss 
out on the kingdom of God. I tell you unless you put 
away your adulteries, your idolatry, your lying, your 
cheating, your jealousies, your envy and all other 
sins. It is time to get right with God. Your time is 



drawing to a close. As I speak, the Messiah is 
walking in your midst. In a short time his work will 
begin. I warn you repent, for the kingdom of God is 
at hand.”

Well, people repented and got baptized and amended 
their wicked ways. So great was John’s impact that 
even the scribes and Pharisees became uncomfortable 
with their lives. And when they came before John, 
look at what he said in Matthew 3 (read 7-9). John 
did not see sincerity in them. He could see that they 
did not trust in the Lord but in the fact that they 
were descendants of Abraham; they were Jews.

With all that in mind consider carefully now verses 
10-12 (read). You see, already the feller had the ax 
laid to the root of the tree. He was ready to begin 
chopping. The tribulation lay right before them. And 
the Lord had his winnowing fan in His hand. Judgment 
was about to fall. 

So we are now ready to look at the NT expectations. 
But before we do that, I must tell you something 
first. You may be asking, “Well, how could the 
tribulation have been only 2 years away and the 
millennium would begin right after that? That could 
not be right. It has never yet happened?” I can only 
give you the answer in brief. If I ever get to 
Ephesians 3 I will give it to you in a much longer 
form. Here is what happened. The tribulation should 
have begun right after Jesus was crucified. But God 
turned off the Jewish clock and started an entirely 
new program, one which we know today as the Church. 
Today, the Jewish clock is still not ticking. But 
already, since 1948 God has been setting the stage 
with the Jewish nation so that it will be ready to 
set that clock ticking again when the time is right. 
As I see it, when the time is right, He will catch up 
the Church to heaven, and when He has done that, the 
Jewish clock will start ticking to complete the 
seventieth week. The beginning of that 70th week will 
begin the tribulation, the time of the wrath of God. 



And what I believe is that the Church is not part of 
Israel. I believe God will take the Church out, and 
then His program with Israel will begin again. When 
Daniel prophesied those 70 weeks, he said they were 
upon Israel and Jerusalem. I can find nowhere that 
that 70th week is a time for the Church. 

 II.  NEW TESTAMENT EXPECTATIONS

So, from Old Testament expectations we go now to New 
Testament expectations. The Apostle Paul, who had 
been that great persecutor named Saul, was chosen by 
God as a man to whom God would give great revelations 
(Gal. 1:15-17). And when God was done teaching him, 
he sent him to minister to the Gentiles. And one of 
those areas he ministered to was Thessalonica. The 
Thessalonians were an idol worshipping people who had 
never heard of Jesus Christ. And Paul taught them 
things that had been revealed to him. 

One of those things God had revealed to him was the 
mystery of Christ and the Church (Eph. 5:32). Never 
before, not even in OT prophecy had this been 
revealed. Then in 1 Corinthians 15:51 Paul shared 
another of those great revelations God gave to him. 
He said, “Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not 
all sleep but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

God had revealed to him the mystery of the Church, 
the entity He would be working with during that time 
the clock of His work with Israel was stopped. And 
this people, known as the Church would end suddenly 
and those who were alive at that time would be 
changed, in a nano second. So go to 1 Thessalonians 4 
to see further revelation on this as he taught the 
Thessalonians (read 4:13-18).

So, when will this happen that we will not all sleep, 
or die, but we will all be changed? It will happen at 
a time called ‘the catching up’. We know it by the 



Latin word, ‘rapture’. It is the catching up of the 
Church. That is who the ‘we’ stands for. 

But, we will now ask this question: When will that 
happen? And you will be familiar with the three main 
views. I will mention a fourth view this morning. 
This is the great debate. Will the catching up happen 
at the end of the tribulation at the second coming of 
Christ? That is the post-tribulational view. It makes 
some good sense. Or will it happen in the middle of 
the tribulation? That is the mid-trib view. Or will 
it happen before the great wrath of God, a position 
between the mid-trib and post-trib view? That makes 
sense. Or will it be before the tribulation?

So, let me mention something here something I have 
mentioned to you before. In the OT there appeared two 
lines of messianic prophecy. One was that of a 
suffering Messiah and the other that of a king. The 
Jews did not discern those two lines of prophecy and 
their prophetic experts missed His first coming 
because they failed to distinguish these two lines of 
prophecy. Their view made sense, but it was wrong. In 
the NT there run also run two lines of prophecy 
regarding Christ's return. It is these two lines of 
prophecy and the doctrine of the Church that cause me 
to believe Christ will come for the Church before the 
tribulation. Let me read these two lines for you once 
more. I will not read all the Scripture references, 
but I will gladly give those to anyone wishing to 
study them. Here are the two pictures of Christ's 
return:

1.  At the rapture Christ’s coming is unexpected. It 
is life as usual (Matt. 24:36-44). At the second 
coming life is anything but as usual (Lk. 23:30; Rev. 
6:16; Matt. 24:21-31).

2.  At the rapture, the Lord comes into the clouds 
and air (1 Thess. 4:17). At the second coming He 
comes all the way down to earth (Matt. 25:31-46; 
Zech. 14:4).



3.  At the rapture the righteous are taken to heaven 
(Jn. 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). At the second coming 
the righteous inherit the millennial kingdom on earth 
(Matt. 25:34).

4.  At the rapture only the saved are gathered to the 
Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; John 14:1-
6).  At the second coming the righteous and the 
wicked are gathered before the Lord (Matt. 25:31-46).

5.  At the rapture there is no judgment before the 
righteous reach their destination (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
At the second coming the righteous are first judged 
(Matt. 25:34-36).

6.  At the rapture the unrighteous remain on earth 
and go into the tribulation (Matt. 24:40, 41; Luke 
17:34, 35, 36). At the second coming the unrighteous 
are removed from the earth and cast into hell (Matt. 
25:46) 

7.  At the rapture the righteous are removed from the 
earth (Jn. 14:3), while the unrighteous are left on 
it (Matt. 40-41). At the second coming the righteous 
remain on earth while the unrighteous are removed 
from it and cast into hell (Matt. 25:31-46). 

8.  At the rapture the bodies of the righteous are 
changed (Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 5:13-
18) and they do not reproduce any more (Matt. 22:30; 
Mk. 12:25; Lk. 20:35. At the second coming the bodies 
of the righteous are not changed and they repopulate 
the earth (Matt. 25:31-46). 

9.  At the rapture Christ comes for the Church (1 
Thess. 4:13-18). At the second  coming He comes from 
heaven with the Church (Rev. 19:6-14).

10.  At the rapture, only the righteous are 
judged(Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10). 
At the second coming the righteous and unrighteous 
are both judged (Matthew 25:31-46).



11.  At the rapture the righteous are taken to heaven 
and then judged (Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 
Cor. 5:10). At the second coming, the righteous are 
judged and then told to come inherit the kingdom 
(Matt. 25:32-34). 

And so, in light of all that, let me take you now to 
some very instructive passages on the NT teaching of 
the wrath of God, the tribulation time, in light of 
the Church. 

We have noted Romans 5 already, but turn to it once 
more (read 9-10). Since we have been justified, 
declared righteous before a holy God, much more we 
will be saved from wrath through Him. Then in verse 
10 he says that if we have been reconciled while we 
were still enemies of God, much more, having been 
reconciled to God we shall be saved by His life. This 
word 'saved' in its context, means saved from the 
coming wrath of God. Now, in studying this word 
'wrath' I could find no passages where it without 
question spoke of hell. But I can find numerous 
passages where it without question speaks of the 
wrath of God or the tribulation time. 

So, let us go to 1 Thessalonians 5. We have had 
chapter 4:13-18 earlier, now we want to go to chapter 
5 (read 1-11). Now note in verse 9 that God has not 
appointed us to wrath. He has not appointed the 
Church to the tribulation. And then it says, "But to 
obtain salvation." Salvation from what? Well, in the 
context it is the tribulation, the wrath. 

Now I take you to one more passage. It is 1 
Thessalonians 1 (read 2-10). These Thessalonians had 
turned to God from idols and they were serving the 
living and true God. And they were waiting, not for 
the tribulation nor for the antichrist but for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And this name, the Lord Jesus 
Christ has a very instructive modifier. It is that 
Lord Jesus Christ who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. That is what John the Baptist was talking 
about. 



CONCL: So let me conclude. I seek to, at least once a year 
give a message on the soon return of Jesus Christ. The 
preaching of the return of Christ has all but died out in 
the Church. It was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself who exhorted us to watch because we know neither 
the day nor the hour of His return. The vast majority in 
the Church not only do not know much about the return of 
Christ, but they are drifting further and further away from 
this teaching. As a matter of fact, I would be surprised if 
we do not have a greater expectancy of man making this 
planet a better place to live than we have of the return of 
Christ. 

I have said this, and I believe it, the teaching of 
amillennialism or replacement theology is a pastoral. But 
as I go along in my Christian life, I see mid trib and post 
trib teaching as a greater problem than I used to. You see, 
if one believes the Lord will come in the middle of the 
tribulation or at the end of the tribulation, one cannot be 
looking for Christ to come at any moment. Those who believe 
these views hardly preach on the subject nor are they 
watching for His return. It simply is not going to happen, 
at least for several years yet. 

I believe that is disobedience to the commands of Christ 
Himself. Jesus said to watch at all times because at such a 
time as we think not He would come. But we do not watch. We 
do not expect Him. We are not looking for Him. Why? Our 
theology is in the way. I have found a number in our 
community who believe that Christians will have to go 
through the tribulation. But I have not found any with a 
good theology on which to base that view. As a matter of 
fact, the most common view it seems to me, is this: 
Christians will have to go through the tribulation because 
they cannot get away scott free. We too will have to suffer 
persecution. The Bible says so. Such a view does not arise 
from a serious study of Scripture. It arises from personal 
logic. But personal logic is not our God given guideline. 
But I would like to say that the majority of Christians, 
honest practicing Christians, have suffered persecution the 
majority of the Church age time. Today, 80% of Christians 



are suffering under persecution. More are dying for the 
faith than ever before. 

Now I do know that to work this subject through personally 
as one who has many other responsibilities besides studying 
is a huge task and I don't expect all to do it. So, here is 
what I suggest. If you do not have the time or ability to 
go through the difficulty of studying this subject, then 
simply say, "I am not a student of prophecy. I am not the 
son or daughter of a student of prophecy, but I will obey 
the Lord Jesus' words in Mark 13:35-37 and other Scriptures 
which say, 'Watch therefore, for you do not know when the 
master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, 
at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— lest, 
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to 
you, I say to all: Watch!'"

I believe the command to watch means to be ready at all 
times. In this coming year, live in such a way as to expect 
Christ at any moment. Live in such a way as to always be 
able to say, "If my Lord came today, I am ready." 

 


