
Jesus Christ Is Come in the Flesh

1Jn 4:2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of

God: 

1Jn 4:3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that

spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 

I) If Jesus did not come in the flesh—He is a fraud

A) The Error of the “Docetes”—(Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible)

“They denied the truth and authenticity of the Gospels, as far as they relate the conception of Mary, the birth of Christ,

and the thirty years which preceded the first exercise of his ministry. He first appeared on the banks of the Jordan in the

form of perfect manhood; but it was a form only, and not a substance; a human figure created by the hand of

Omnipotence to imitate the faculties and actions of a man, and to impose a perpetual illusion on the senses of his friends

and enemies. Articulate sounds vibrated on the ears of his disciples; but the image which was impressed on their optic

nerve, eluded the more stubborn evidence of the touch, and they enjoyed the spiritual, but not the corporeal presence of

the Son of God. The rage of the Jews was idly wasted against an impassive phantom, and the mystic scenes of the passion

and death, the resurrection and ascension of Christ, were represented on the theater of Jerusalem for the benefit o f

mankind .” 

1) ‘denied the truth and authenticity of the Gospels’

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness: 

Mat 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child , and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which

being interpreted is, God with us. 

2) ‘in the form of perfect manhood; but it was a form only, and not a substance ’

Heb 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same;

that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

3) ‘to imitate the faculties and actions of a man’

(If Jesus came as an imitation, He is more guilty than those He accused)
 

Mat 7:5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote

out of thy brother's eye. 

Mat 23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when

he is made, ye make him twofold more the child  of hell than yourselves. 

Mat 23:25  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but

within they are full of extortion and excess. 

Mat 23:28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

4) ‘to impose a perpetual illusion on the senses of his friends and enemies’

(Satan is the perpetual liar—Christ is truth)

Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of

the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Eph 4:21  ...as the truth is in Jesus: 

Num 23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie…

Joh 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He...abode not in the truth, because there is

no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted

from the simplicity [Strong,s--sincerity (without dissimulation)] that is in Christ. 

2Th 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

5) ‘eluded the more stubborn evidence of the touch’

(Christ did not elude touching or being touched)

Luk 2:28  Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 



Mar 1:41  And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him... 

Mar 3:10  For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 

Luk 7:39  ...This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him:

for she is a sinner. 

Joh 13:25  He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 

Mar 10:16  And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 

6) ‘but not the corporeal presence of the Son of God’

Heb 10:5  Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast

thou prepared me: 

Heb 10:10  By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

7) ‘an impassive phantom’

Mat 14:26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out

for fear. 

Mat 14:27  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 

Luk 24:37  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 

Luk 24:38  And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 

Luk 24:39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye

see me have. 

8) ‘scenes of...passion...death...resurrection...were represented on the theater’

Strong’s--hupokrites--an actor under an assumed character (stage player), that is, (figuratively) a dissembler

(“hypocrite”): - hypocrite.

B) Jesus Christ is come in the flesh

Mat 1:20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,

thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

Mat 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

Mat 1:22  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

Mat 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child , and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which

being interpreted is, God with us. 

Luk 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest

shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 

Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of

the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Gal 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

C) The Glory of His Coming

Isa 9:6  For unto us a child  is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name

shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Isa 9:7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,

to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of

hosts will perform this. 

II) If Jesus did not come from the tomb—He is a liar

Mat 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many

things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

Mat 17:22  And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 

Mat 17:23  And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry. 

Mat 20:17  And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 

Mat 20:18  Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes,

and they shall condemn him to death, 

Mat 20:19  And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise

again. 

Joh 2:19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 



Mat 12:40  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth. 

Joh 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

Joh 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it

again...

Luk 24:25  Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 

Luk 24:26  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 

Luk 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning

himself. 

III) If Jesus is not coming back—We have no hope

1Co 15:16  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

1Co 15:17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

1Co 15:18  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

Ecc 9:5  For the living know that they shall d ie: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for

the memory of them is forgotten. 

Edgar Allen Poe:  Quoth the raven, “Nevermore.”

IV) If Jesus did come in the flesh—did come out of the tomb—is coming back

—What can stop us now?

Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all

things? 

Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

1Th 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the

air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

1Th 4:18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

1Co 15:55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

1Co 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Co 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

2Ti 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed,

and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
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