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The Urgency of Reading the Bible

1. General statements about the importance of the Bible

2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of

truth. 

Heb 5:11  Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 

Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of

the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 

Heb 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised

to discern both good and evil. 

Psa 1:1  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the

seat of the scornful. 

Psa 1:2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

Psa 1:3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall

not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

Psa 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

Psa 19:8  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the

eyes. 

2Ti 3:14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast

learned them; 

2Ti 3:15  And that from a child  thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through

faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction

in righteousness: 

2Ti 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

2Pe 1:16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

2Pe 1:17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent

glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

2Pe 1:18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

2Pe 1:19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in

a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

2Pe 1:20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 



2Pe 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old  time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the

Holy Ghost. 

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word

2. In Josiah’s reign: “I have found the book of the law”

2Ch 34:8  Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land, and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of

Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the

LORD his God. 

2Ch 34:9  And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered the money that was brought into the house of God,

which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of

Israel, and of all Judah and Benjamin; and they returned to Jerusalem. 

2Ch 34:10  And they put it in the hand of the workmen that had the oversight of the house of the LORD, and they gave it to the

workmen that wrought in the house of the LORD, to repair and amend the house: 

2Ch 34:11  Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber for couplings, and to floor the

houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 

2Ch 34:12  And the men did the work faithfully...

2Ch 34:14  And when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found a

book of the law of the LORD given by Moses. 

2Ch 34:15  And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD.

And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 

2Ch 34:16  And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and brought the king word back again, saying, All that was committed

to thy servants, they do it. 

2Ch 34:17  And they have gathered together the money that was found in the house of the LORD, and have delivered it into

the hand of the overseers, and to the hand of the workmen. 

2Ch 34:18  Then Shaphan the scribe told  the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan read it before

the king. 

2Ch 34:19  And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law, that he rent his clothes. 

2Ch 34:20  And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan the

scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king's, saying, 

2Ch 34:21  Go, enquire of the LORD for me, and for them that are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the

book that is found: for great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the

word of the LORD, to do after all that is written in this book. 

2Ch 34:22  And Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed, went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of

Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college:) and they spake to her to

that effect. 

2Ch 34:23  And she answered them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to me, 

2Ch 34:24  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the

curses that are written in the book which they have read before the king of Judah: 

2Ch 34:25  Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger

with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and shall not be quenched. 

2Ch 34:26  And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to enquire of the LORD, so shall ye say unto him, Thus saith the LORD

God of Israel concerning the words which thou hast heard; 

2Ch 34:27  Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against

this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep

before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD. 

2Ch 34:28  Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes

see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they brought the king word

again. 

2Ch 34:29  Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 

2Ch 34:30  And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and

the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, great and small: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the

covenant that was found in the house of the LORD. 

2Ch 34:31  And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his

commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the

covenant which are written in this book. 

2Ch 34:32  And he caused all that were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did

according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 

2Ch 34:33  And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries that pertained  to the children of Israel, and

made all that were present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all his days they departed not from

following the LORD, the God of their fathers. 

3. In Josiah’s son’s reign:  “He cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire”



Jer 36:1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto

Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

Jer 36:2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against

Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

Jer 36:3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every

man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 

Jer 36:4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the

LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

Jer 36:5  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD: 

Jer 36:6  Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of

the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come

out of their cities. 

Jer 36:7  It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great

is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. 

Jer 36:8  And Baruch the son of Neriah did  according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book

the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house. 

Jer 36:9  And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they

proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of

Judah unto Jerusalem. 

Jer 36:10  Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the

son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD'S house, in the ears of all the

people. 

Jer 36:11  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD, 

Jer 36:12  Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama

the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and

Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. 

Jer 36:13  Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the

people. 

Jer 36:14  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch,

saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of

Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 

Jer 36:15  And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 

Jer 36:16  Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto

Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words. 

Jer 36:17  And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? 

Jer 36:18  Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in

the book. 

Jer 36:19  Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be. 

Jer 36:20  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid  up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told

all the words in the ears of the king. 

Jer 36:21  So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in

the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 

Jer 36:22  Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 

Jer 36:23  And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the

fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 

Jer 36:24  Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these

words. 

Jer 36:25  Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the

roll: but he would not hear them. 

Jer 36:26  But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of

Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them. 

Jer 36:27  Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch

wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 

Jer 36:28  Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the

king of Judah hath burned. 

Jer 36:29  And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast

thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease

from thence man and beast? 

Jer 36:30  Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and

his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 



Jer 36:31  And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they

hearkened not. 

Jer 36:32  Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the

mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added

besides unto them many like words. 

4.  All the people:  “Bring the book of the law of Moses”

Neh 8:1  And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they

spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 

Neh 8:2  And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with

understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. 

Neh 8:3  And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men

and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law. 

Neh 8:4  And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and beside him stood

Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand,

Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 

Neh 8:5  And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all

the people stood up: 

Neh 8:6  And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands:

and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 

Neh 8:7  Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,

Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place. 

Neh 8:8  So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

Neh 8:9  And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said

unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they

heard the words of the law. 

Neh 8:10  Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom

nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 

Neh 8:11  So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 

5. Commands to fathers concerning reading the Book

Deu 6:6  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

Deu 6:7  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Deu 6:8  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 

Deu 6:9  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

Deu 11:18  Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand,

that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 

Deu 11:19  And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest

by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Deu 11:20  And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: 

Deu 11:21  That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your

fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth. 

6. Commands to leaders and kings concerning the reading of the Book

Jos 1:7  Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my

servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou

goest. 

Jos 1:8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest

observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt

have good success.

Deu 17:14  When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell

therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me; 

Deu 17:15  Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: one from among thy

brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother. 

Deu 17:16  But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should

multiply horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that way. 

Deu 17:17  Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself

silver and gold. 

Deu 17:18  And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book

out of that which is before the priests the Levites: 



Deu 17:19  And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his

God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 

Deu 17:20  That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right

hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel. 

7. Counsel to wayward travelers in a world of woe

Psa 119:105  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

 


