
With My Whole Heart Have I Sought Thee 
Psalm 119:10 

 

 

 In Psalm 119:10 the psalmist declared unto the Lord, “With my whole heart have I sought 

thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.” 

 

 Often it is said that theme of Psalm 119 is the Word of God.  Yet the Psalm does have a 

number of other significant subjects.  Even so, the theme of the Psalm might be better viewed as – 

The desire of the Lord’s suffering servant to seek the Lord through His Holy Word.  Certainly, 

the psalmist does speak much in the psalm concerning his relationship toward God’s Word.  Yet 

in Psalm 119:10 the psalmist focusses his attention, not upon his relationship toward the Word 

of God, but upon his relationship toward the Lord God Himself.  Indeed, a right relationship 

toward God’s Word is involved in, leads to, and springs from a right relationship with the Lord 

God Himself.  However, in this message let us consider those points wherein the psalmist spoke 

more directly concerning his relationship toward the Lord God specifically; and let us learn how 

we ourselves ought to have a right relationship with the Lord our God. 

 

I. We should pursue after the fellowship of our Lord. 

 

 In the opening portion of Psalm 119:10, the psalmist declared unto the Lord, “With my 

whole heart have I sought thee.”  Herein the psalmist was expressing his whole-hearted 

priority and pursuit for the daily, moment-by-moment fellowship of the Lord his God.  This 

was the priority and pursuit with which his daily relationship toward the Lord begin and 

upon which his daily relationship toward the Lord was founded.  Everything else flowed 

from this – his moment-by-moment fellowship with the Lord.  Even so, we also should 

seek the Lord’s fellowship with all of our heart.  We also should seek the Lord’s fellowship 

early each day and throughout each day.  We also should prepare our hearts to seek the 

Lord and His fellowship.  We also should seek Him while He may be found and call upon 

Him while He is near, repenting of any sinful wickedness of the flesh that separates us from 

His fellowship.  We also should draw nigh unto the Lord our God in order that He might 

draw nigh in fellowship unto us.  We also should cleanse our hands, and purify our hearts, 

and humble ourselves before the Lord, and seek His face, in order that He might lift us up 

unto the high and holy place of His blessed fellowship.  We also should yield ourselves to 

abide in our Lord’s loving fellowship and to allow Him to abide upon the throne of our hearts.  

This must become THE one driving priority and pursuit of our hearts and lives. 

 

II. We should desire not to sin against our Lord. 

 

 With a whole-hearted priority and pursuit after the fellowship of our Lord, we should also 

desire not to sin against our Lord.  In Psalm 119:10-11 the psalmist continued, “With my 

whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.  Thy word 

have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”  The psalmist understood the 

Biblical principle that an individual cannot walk in fellowship with the Lord while also 

walking in sin against the Lord.  Therefore, the psalmist expressed his burden and desire 

not to yield himself unto sin against the Lord his God.  Even so, we also should have a deep 

burden and a strong desire not to commit sin against our Lord.  We also should have a 



burden and desire for the Lord to keep us back from wandering in the ways of sin.  We also 

should have a burden and desire to stand in the spiritual strength of our Lord against the 

tempting wiles of the devil.  We also should have a burden and desire to follow our Lord’s 

way of spiritual escape when temptation comes upon us.  We also should have a burden and 

desire not to yield ourselves and our members unto sin as instruments of unrighteousness.  

We also should be deeply and strongly motivated to hide God’s Holy Word in our hearts 

as the governing principle of our hearts in order that we might not sin against the Lord our 

God.  Yea, we also should be deeply and strongly motivated to walk under the influence 

of God’s Holy Spirit in order that we might not fulfill the sinful lusts of our selfish flesh. 

 

III. We should praise the Word and works of our Lord. 

 

 As we walk in daily fellowship with our Lord, we will grow in our understanding of the 

wisdom and wonder of our Lord’s Word and works.  As such, we should be moved to praise 

our Lord for the wisdom of His Word and the wonder of His works.  In Psalm 119:27 the 

psalmist prayed and proclaimed, “Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall 

I talk of thy wondrous works.”  Also in verse 7 the psalmist proclaimed, “I will praise thee 

with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.”  Again in 

verse 62 the psalmist proclaimed, “At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because 

of thy righteous judgments.”  Yet again in verse 164 the psalmist proclaimed, “Seven times a 

day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.”  Finally, in verse 171 the psalmist 

proclaimed, “My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes.”  Even so, as 

we learn the wisdom of God’s Holy Word, we also should praise and give thanks unto Him 

for the wonderful wisdom.  Furthermore, as we see the wonderful works of our Lord in the 

world around us, in spiritual matters, in circumstantial matters, and in physical matters, we 

should praise Him for those wonderful works and communicate that praise unto others.  

Indeed, we also should offer the worship of such praise and thanksgiving unto our Lord 

from the beginning of each day unto the end of each day, and all throughout each day. 

 

IV. We should meditate upon the character of our Lord. 

 

 As we walk in daily fellowship with our Lord, we will not only grow in our understanding of 

the wisdom and wonder of His Word and works; but we will also grow in our understanding 

of our Lord Himself and His great, glorious, good, and gracious character.  As such, we 

should be moved to meditate daily upon our Lord and His character.  In Psalm 119:55 the 

psalmist declared, “I have remembered thy name, O LORD, in the night, and have kept thy 

law.”  In like manner, in Psalm 63:5-6 David proclaimed, “My soul shall be satisfied as 

with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: when I remember 

thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.”  Even so, we also should 

remember and meditate upon the Person and character of the Lord our God.  Especially, 

His Person and character should be our meditation in the quiet moments of life, such as in 

the “night watches.”  Yea, we should meditate upon His greatness as God of all, upon His 

glory as Lord of all, upon His graciousness as our Savior, and upon His goodness as our 

Shepherd. 

 

 

 

 



V. We should pray for the grace and mercy of our Lord. 

 

 Indeed, as we meditate upon the great, glorious, good, and gracious character of our Lord, 

we should be moved to pray for the gracious favor and merciful help of our Lord upon our 

lives.  In Psalm 119:58 the psalmist prayed, “I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: 

be merciful unto me according to thy word.”  Again in verses 145-147 the psalmist cried, 

“I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy statutes.  I cried unto 

thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies.  I prevented the dawning of the morning, 

and cried: I hoped in thy word.”  Even so, we should recognize the truth that “we have not 

an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 

points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15)  Then we should “come 

boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 

of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 

 

VI. We should walk in the fear of our Lord. 

 

 Furthermore, as we mediate upon the great, glorious, good, and gracious character of our 

Lord, we should also be moved to walk in the fear of the Lord.  In Psalm 119:63 the psalmist 

declared, “I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.”  

Again in verse 120 the psalmist proclaimed, “My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am 

afraid of thy judgments.”  Even so, we also should reverence the holiness of the Lord as 

our standard for life and should tremble at the chastening of the Lord against the sin in our 

life.  “As obedient children,” we should not fashion ourselves according to the selfish lusts 

of our flesh; but as the Lord who hath called us is holy, so we should be “holy in all manner 

of conversation [behavior],” passing “the time of [our] sojourning here in fear.” (1 Peter 

1:14-17)  Having such a great, glorious, good, and gracious Lord, we should “cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

(2 Corinthians 7:1)  Indeed, we should faithfully serve our Lord God “acceptably with 

reverence and godly fear.” (Hebrews 12:28) 

 

VII. We should hope in the deliverance of our Lord. 

 

 So then, as we pray for the grace and mercy of our Lord, and as we walk faithfully in the 

fear of our Lord, we should maintain our hope in the deliverance of our Lord.  In Psalm 

119:81 the psalmist cried, “My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word.”  

Again in verse 123 the psalmist cried, “Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word 

of thy righteousness.”  Yet again in verse 166 the psalmist cried, “LORD, I have hoped for 

thy salvation, and done thy commandments.”  Finally, in verse 174 the psalmist cried, “I 

have longed for thy salvation, O LORD; and thy law is my delight.”  Even so, it is good for us 

that we “should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.” (Lamentations 

3:26) 

 

VIII. We should commit ourselves to be the servants of our Lord.  

 

 Even so, through all of this we should commit ourselves to remain the faithful servants of 

our Lord.  In Psalm 119:125 the psalmist declared, “I am thy servant; give me understanding, 

that I may know thy testimonies.”  Indeed, we should not become “weary in well doing: 

for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9) 


