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SCRIPTURE AND LEADERSHIP 
 (SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017) 

SCRIPTURE: PSALM 109:1-20; ACTS 1:15-26 

INTRODUCTION 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

We have looked at this key verse several times already in 
our study of Acts. 

It is good to keep in mind how this call to be a witness of 
the message of Christ and His suffering and triumph was 
not one that would have been popular in the first century 
nor in any following century. 
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1Cor. 1:18   For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.  19 For 
it is written: 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 And bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent.” 

The fact that many Jews and especially those from the 
nations came to believe and trust in Jesus Christ had 
nothing to do with fancy church buildings, marketing 
plans, promotional tours, or the like. 

God according to His sovereign power working through 
the Holy Spirit blessed the faithful preaching of His 
Word. 

Let us not forget the great truth of verse 8. 

The power comes not from within but from the Holy 
Spirit. 
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But as God’s people we have a responsibility as witnesses 
of Jesus Christ. 

Our focus last week was that God’s work must be done 
using God’s ways. 

Today we focus from the end of chapter 1 on the 
centrality of Scripture and the importance of proper 
leadership. 

May God enable us to stand firm in His truth and 
raise up leaders and a congregation who will sincerely 
serve Him.  

We will explore this more as we look at verses 15-26 in 
two parts. 

1) Scripture and Judas, vv. 15-20 

2) The Choice of Matthias, vv. 21-26 
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1. SCRIPTURE AND JUDAS, VV. 15-20 

Let me start with a little exercise involving the Jewish 
calendar. 

According to Exodus 12, the Passover Lamb was to be 
killed on the fourteenth day of the first month, which is 
the month of Nissan. 

This corresponds to April 10th in 2017, the day that Jesus 
was put to death by crucifixion. 

The 16th day of the first month was the day of 
Resurrection, what this year would be April 12th. 

(Now there is a difference between the Christian and 
Jewish Calendar. Sometimes the dates line up, but many 
years ago a somewhat complicated way was determined 
for marking the celebration of the Resurrection). 
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Acts 1:3 says that Jesus was with His disciples for 40 days 
after His resurrection until His ascension. In 2017, that 
would be May 21st. 

Pentecost is 50 days after Passover, which would be May 
31st this year. 

So for 10 days – the equivalent of May 21 to May 31 the 
apostles and others obeyed the command of Jesus that 
they stay in Jerusalem and wait for the Promise of the 
Father, the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

Likely they did not live for 10 days all together in the 
same upper room, but this upper room was a place for 
long periods of prayer and discussion. 

Last week we gave attention to the names of each of the 
11 remaining apostles and that there were other women 
including Mary and the brothers of Jesus who were part 
of this gathering. 
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Verse 15 says that the total number was about one 
hundred and twenty. 

Some commentators say that there is nothing of real 
significance to this number; it is simply the number of 
people present.1 

Other commentators see significance to this number. 

For example, the New Bible Commentary states: 

This (120) is the smallest number in Jewish 
tradition for a population that could have its own 
‘council’. There was a tradition that each judge 
should rule or represent at least ten members. It 
may be, therefore, that Luke is suggesting the young 
church was already a community in its own right 
and that a twelfth ‘leader’ was required. 

We can’t be dogmatic, but the number 120 we can say is 
likely significant. 
                                                
1 A. T. Robertson is an example of this interpretation. 
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Let’s focus on the first part of verse 16.  

Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of 
David concerning Judas. 

This is the second time in Acts that we see the apostles 
speak. In verse 6 they asked Jesus a question. 

Here is what we can say is the first sermon or 
exhortation preached by one the apostles, by the Apostle 
Peter. 

Here we have a beautiful testimony to the doctrine of 
Scripture – both its inspiration and its focus on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Let me call attention to several key words in verse 16. 

First, the word Scripture. It is the word used for 
something written, not for unwritten tradition. 



Page 8 of 27 - 1/28/17 

God did not always reveal Himself in written form. 

But God has left a permanent, written revelation of 
Himself to us, what we call Holy Scripture. 

Second, Peter says that a particular Scripture, which we 
will note from verse 20, had to be fulfilled. 

There is a tiny verb dei translated as had to be. 

What God said would happen would indeed happen. 
There was no other way. 

Observe from this how God’s sovereignty is joined with 
man’s responsibility. 

We cannot fully understand it. Our minds are too small 
to explore the depths. 

Peter presents to us the sovereign plan of God recorded 
in Psalms and its necessary fulfillment in the lives of 
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Christ and Judas, without in anyway excusing Judas for 
his wicked betrayal. 

Third, the verb fulfilled is an important verb in Scripture. 

Peter in a sermon later would declare: 

Acts 3:18 But those things which God foretold by 
the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would 
suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 

And Paul would say something very similar in a sermon 
preached in one of the cities named Antioch. 

Acts 13:27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor 
even the voices of the Prophets which are read 
every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning 
Him. 

We don’t have time to explore the different ways the 
word fulfilled in used in the NT in relationship to the 
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OT, but what we see is that Apostles learned from Jesus 
how to properly interpret the OT Scriptures. 

Listen again to Luke 24:44-45. 

Luke 24:44   Then He said to them, “These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened 
their understanding, that they might comprehend 
the Scriptures.  

James Boice makes an excellent point that part of what 
occupied the attention and time of the apostles and 
others during these 10 days was the study of Scripture.2 I 
think this is a very good observation. 

Now the disciples had been with Jesus for over three 
years. They learned from the best teacher. Further, He 
had opened their understanding. But I don’t think that 
                                                
2 James Boice, Acts, 36. 
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somehow meant that was the end of their need to study 
and know the Scriptures. 

Boice wrote: 

But if we are serious, we must learn that the way 
God bless is usually through a study of the Bible – 
as people come to know what God has written, 
respond to it, believe it, and proclaim it to other 
people in the world.3 

In verse 20, Peter cites two different Psalms – Psalm 
69:25 and Psalm 109:8. I think we can say, these are some 
of the passages that Peter and the others studied. 

Let me read again Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8. 

Psa. 69:25  Let their dwelling place be desolate; 
 Let no one live in their tents.  
Psa. 109:8  Let his days be few, 
 And let another take his office.  

                                                
3 Boice, 36. 
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If you were reading those passages without a proper 
understanding of how to interpret the OT, you likely 
would not see how these passages pointed to Christ. 

Peter in verse 16 says that these two passages were 
written by David, and they were. But behind the words of 
David is the working of the Holy Spirit. 

Here is the other part of the Doctrine of Scripture and 
what is often called its inspiration. 

Through the Holy Spirit, human authors were directed 
to write, such that their words were not simply a human 
product but exactly what God wanted them to 
communicate. 

Let me mention five simple points related to Peter’s 
interpretation of Psalm 69 and 109. How do we see 
fulfillment in Christ like Peter did? 
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1. Christ is the center and the focus of all of Scripture. 

2. David was a type of Christ. He speaks of his own 
sorrows and suffering, but what betrayal could ever 
be compared with the betrayal of Christ? 

3. There are many other passages which speak of the 
fulfillment of OT passages in the NT. This passage 
from Acts 1 is hardly the only example of Apostolic 
interpretation. 

4. The Apostles teach us how to properly read and 
interpret Scripture. 

5. It is not so much, did you see Jesus in Psalm 69 and 
Psalm 109, but can you see how the Apostles set 
before us the proper way of interpreting Scripture? 

In all of our study of Scripture, in the end we must 
marvel at the wisdom and power of God. 
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Before we move on to the final verses, let us consider a 
few other points from verses 17-19. 

Peter in verse 17 stresses that Judas was truly one of the 
12 originally called by Jesus. 

He was numbered with us, Peter says. 

Further he obtained a part in this ministry. 

The word part is used several times in our text. It is a 
word translated also as lot in verse 26. 

The Latin word cleros, from which we get our word 
clergy comes from this same word in Greek – someone 
who is chosen by divine lot.4 

                                                
4 A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, Accordance electronic ed. (Altamonte 
Springs: OakTree Software, 2001), paragraph 2475. A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New 
Testament, Accordance electronic ed. (Altamonte Springs: OakTree Software, 2001), paragraph 
2475. 
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The word ministry comes from the Greek word that is 
the basis for our word deacon. It refers to work that we 
do for God in His service. 

Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me; nor 
do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may 
finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel 
of the grace of God.  

Finally from this point, let us consider the gruesome end 
of Judas. 

Matthew also records the end of Judas’ life. 

Matt. 27:5   Then he threw down the pieces of 
silver in the temple and departed, and went and 
hanged himself.  

It might seem that what Luke presents here is not the 
same as to what Matthew writes. 
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It is true that they don’t summarize the end of Judas in 
exactly the same way, but the two accounts are parallel 
and perfectly in agreement with each other, though we 
can’t say we know all the details. 

Judas did hang himself. Later it would seem that his body 
somehow fell from the place where he was hanging, such 
that his intestines broke out. 

Judas was given thirty pieces of silver which he tried to 
return. 

The priests said, well we can’t put this money back into 
the treasury. We will buy a field to bury strangers in. 
Luke speaks therefore of Judas as being the one to buy a 
field with the wages of his iniquity. 

Both Luke and Matthew record that this field became 
call the Field of Blood, Akel Dama, in Aramaic. 
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The picture is horrible. A man consumed by His 
wickedness.  

His sorrow was not that led to repentance but to death. 

 

2) THE CHOICE OF MATTHIAS, VV. 21-26 

There were 12 sons of Jacob, though as a tribe Joseph 
was counted under both Ephraim and Manasseh, his 
sons. 

Jesus for good reason selected 12 special disciples later 
known as apostles. They were to be a picture of Israel 
restored in Him. 

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus responded to Peter who said to 
Jesus, we have left all and followed You,  
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Matt. 19:28   So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I 
say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son 
of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who 
have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Now how many apostles were there in the end? 

Later we know that Paul also was called as an apostle. 
And Barnabas was also called an apostle. 

The number of apostles did not remain simply as 12. 
Eventually the number would have declined to one as the 
apostles carried out their ministry to the point of death. 

John likely was the last remaining apostle and one we 
believe played a key role in the canonization of the NT. 

But for good reason as the apostles prepared to begin the 
mission that Jesus gave to them, they understood that it 
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was necessary that Judas be replaced as an apostle, such 
that there would be 12 apostles at this time. 

We see from verse 22 the qualification for one who could 
be chosen – that man had to someone present for the 
entire public ministry of Jesus, from His baptism until 
His ascension. 

The end of verse 22 says one of these must become a 
witness with us of His resurrection. 

The word witness as noted before is the basis for the 
English word martyr. 

The word witness both speaks of someone who has seen 
something but is also willing now to speak and act based 
on what he has seen. 

Verse 23 says that there were two men in the group of 
120 that met the required qualification. 
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One man was Joseph Barsabas who also had a Latin 
name Justus. Barsabas means Son of the Sabbath.5  

The second was a man named Matthias. 

How would they choose between Barsabas and Matthias? 

They would pray.  

They would cast lots. 

There are a number of passages which speak to both 
prayer and the casting of lots, though I think this might 
be the only passage that brings both together. 

Let’s consider first the prayer found in verses 24 and 25. 

Notice the prayer is directed to the Lord. 

                                                
5 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5 of Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries. IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 71. 
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Now, this might not seem strange to us. We normally 
pray, using the name Lord for God. 

In Luke and in Acts, the name Lord most often is used to 
speak of Jesus Christ. 

We might say the normal pattern of prayer is that we 
pray to the Father, through the Son, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

There is good reason that the Apostles address directly 
the exalted Lord Jesus Christ here. 

Jesus before had selected His disciples. Appropriately 
they call on Him to do so again. The same verb used in 
verse 2 is used in verse 24 – chosen. 
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Further Jesus is portrayed four times in Luke’s gospel as 
the one who knew the hearts of men.6  

Dennis Johnson writes:  

So Jesus the Lord chooses apostles to proclaim his 
resurrection, both before his suffering and after his 
triumph over death. Although he is in heaven, Jesus 
is at work here on earth.7 

What might seem strange to us today is the use of lots to 
determine which one Jesus was choosing to replace 
Judas. 

Casting lots in the OT was a standard way of making 
important determinations among possible options.  

All this was done in recognition of the truth of Prov. 
16:33. 

                                                
6 Luke 5:22; 6:8; 9:46–47; 22:21–22. These passages are cited by Dennis Johnson, The Message of 
Acts, 29, footnote 10. 
7 Dennis Johnson, 21. 
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Prov. 16:33     The lot is cast into the lap, But its 
every decision is from the LORD. 

Another interesting Proverb related to lots is 18:18. 

Prov. 18:18  Casting lots causes contentions to 
cease, And keeps the mighty apart. 

The rest of the NT doesn’t advocate that this is how you 
choose church leaders. 

It is through prayer, fasting, and careful examination that 
men are to be selected as church leaders. 

But in this case, the use of lots was very appropriate and 
the earthly means that Jesus made His will known to the 
early church. 

Matthias became the 12th apostle. 
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Last week I gave from Scripture and from church 
tradition what happened to the apostles, most of whom 
are not discussed elsewhere in the book of Acts. 

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs based on church tradition says 
that Matthias was stoned at Jerusalem and then 
beheaded.8 

He served as a witness-martyr of the resurrection in both 
life and death. 

 

CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS 

Yesterday I read Proverbs 28:26. 

Prov. 28:26  He who trusts in his own heart is a 
fool, But whoever walks wisely will be delivered.  

                                                
8 Foxe, John (2012-05-11). Fox's Book of Martyrs Or A History of the Lives, Sufferings, and 
Triumphant Deaths of the Primitive Protestant Martyrs (Kindle Location 368). 
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The greatest pride is to trust in yourself, to think you 
know more than God and His Word. That is the greatest 
arrogance.  

Challenge to submit and to study God’s Word. 

 

We noted from our passage the origin of the word clergy 
coming from the Greek word translated as part or lot. 

A church we can say has both clergy and laity. 

But the question is how do these relate? What is the 
church? 

The answer of Scripture is that a local church is not to be 
a top-down or an egalitarian model. 

A faithful local church is composed both of faithful 
leaders and faithful members. 
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It is appropriate we pray both for future leaders but also 
for future members. Both must be blessed. 

We all must be focused on following and serving the 
Lord. 

We must never make the mistake of thinking the church 
is the building, the pastor, the worship team. It is the 
entire body called out of sin and structured as God 
reveals in His Word. 

May God enable us to stand firm in His truth and 
raise up leaders and a congregation who will sincerely 
serve Him.  

 

Prayer 

Hymn 491 



Page 27 of 27 - 1/28/17 

Benediction and Commission –  

Jude 24-25 

 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 
And to present you faultless Before the presence of His 

glory with exceeding joy,  

 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and 
majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. 

Amen.  


