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•NCT approach to the Mosaic Law 
•Completely abolished for Christians 

•Civil, Ceremonial, and Moral 
 

•NCT approach to the New Covenant 
•We are completely bound 

•To the Law of Christ 
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•Problem 
•If we are not sanctified by Law… 

•How are we sanctified? 
•Preliminary problem must be solved 

•What is the Christian’s nature? 

•What is the Christian’s true nature? 
•Two questions to find out… 

•Are you a sinner or saint? 
•Are you an old man or new man? 
 

 

 



Sinner = Old Man 
Saint = New Man 
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Which is it? 
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

J.C. Ryle (Holiness, 1879) “Many appear to forget 
that we are saved and justified as sinners, and 
only sinners; and that we never can attain to 
anything higher, if we live to the age of 
Methuselah. Redeemed sinners, justified 
sinners, and renewed sinners doubtless we 
must be, but sinners, sinners, sinners, we 
shall be always to the very last.” (emphasis 
his) (p. 129) 6 



Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• J.C. Ryle has guarded against sinless perfection well 

– But does he give the Christian reasonable hope? 
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• Evidence in favor of Option One 

 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• Romans 7:21-23 (NASB) 21 I find then the principle that evil is 
present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully 
concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a 
different law in the members of my body, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin 
which is in my members.  

– Assuming Paul is writing as a saved person 
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• Evidence in favor of Option One 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• I John 1:8 NASB If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

• 1 John 1:9 (NASB) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  

• 1 John 1:10 (NASB) If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar and His word is not in us.  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• Evidence in favor of Option One 

 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• Galatians 2:17 (NASB) "But if, while seeking to be justified in 
Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ 
then a minister of sin? May it never be!  

• 1 Timothy 1:15 (NASB) It is a trustworthy statement, deserving 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• Evidence in favor of Option One 
 

– Scriptural Evidence 
• Hebrews 7:26 (NASB) For it was fitting for us to have such a 

high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners 
and exalted above the heavens;  

• James 4:8 (NASB) Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option One: Sinner 

• Evidence in favor of Option One 
– Experiential Evidence 

• Everyone knows they sin 
– Anyone who would deny it is a nut-job 

 
 
 
 
 

12 



Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 
• <<“A sinner saved by grace” – what a pitiful description of 

a person who possesses the very life of Jesus Christ! God 
prefers to call you a saint… 63 times in the New 
Testament. Why would a Christian want to identify himself 
by the word sinner when Jesus came to save him from his 
sin?>> 

– Steve McVey, Grace Rules, Harvest House 1998, 174 
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 

• Evidence supporting Option Two 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• Paul never addresses any church as a group of “sinners” 
– Corinthian church had more carnality than any other church 

» 1 Corinthians 1:2 (NASB) To the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, 
with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours:  

» 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NASB) Such [sexually immoral, idolaters, 
adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexuals, thieves, greedy, 
drunkards, slanderers, swindlers] were some of you; but you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 

• Evidence supporting Option Two 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• 1 John 4:17 (NASB) By this, love is perfected with us, so that 
we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as 
He is, so also are we in this world.  

• 1 John 3:6 (NASB) No one who abides in Him sins; no one who 
sins has seen Him or knows Him.  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 

• Evidence supporting Option Two 
 

– Scriptural Evidence 
• John 17:19 (NASB) "For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 

themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  

• Acts 26:18 (NASB) [I, God, am sending you, Paul, to the Jews & 
Gentiles] to open their eyes so that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 

• Evidence supporting Option Two 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• Acts 20:32 (NASB) [Paul to elders of Ephesus at Miletus] "And 
now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.  

• Hebrews 10:29 (NASB) How much severer punishment do you 
think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of 
God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace?  
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Sinner or Saint? 

Option Two: Saint 

• Evidence supporting Option Two 
– Scriptural Evidence 

• The word “saint” 
– Used 35 times in NT (NIV) 

» Every time it obviously refers to Christians 

» A lot more than the few times “sinner” is used of Christians 

– “saint” means “holy one” 

– Example 

» Romans 8:27 (NASB) and He who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.  

• Substitute “sinners” for saints, and its ridiculous 
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How do we reconcile the Scriptural evidence? 
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To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” is used in two different senses 
– Two possible senses 

• One whose nature is that of a sinner (Sense #1) 
• One whose acts are that of a sinner (Sense #2) 

– Examples to illustrate 
• I, an American, speak some Chinese 

– Is it my nature that is Chinese, or my acts? 
• A goat rides a skateboard 

– Is it the goat’s nature that is a skateboard-rider, or his acts? 
• A Christian says something bad about his mother-in-law 

– Was the Christian’s nature that of a sinner, or his acts? 
 
 
 
 

Sinner or Saint? 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• Romans 7:21-23 (NASB) 21 I find then the principle that evil is 

present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully 
concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a 
different law in the members of my body, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin 
which is in my members.  

– If poison is present in you, are you poison? 
» “Evil IS him” or “Evil is IN him?” 

– If you are in jail, are you the same person as your jailer? 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• 1 John 1:8-10 (NASB) 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are 

deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we 
have not  , we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 

– Two ways to avoid implication that we are by nature “sinners” 

» This refers only to sinful acts done by people who are saints 

» John referring to Gnostic-type heretics claiming to be sinless  

• Doubtful a typical Christian would claim sinlessness 

• Confessing of sins refers to justification, not sanctification 

• Otherwise, sounds like salvation depends on confession 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• 1 Timothy 1:15 (NASB) It is a trustworthy statement, deserving 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  

– ANSWER 

» Mohammad Ali to this day says he is the greatest boxer 

• Doesn’t mean he’s a great boxer today 

• Just means he’s never been surpassed as a boxer 

• Likewise, Paul’s sins in the past have never been surpassed 

• But that doesn’t mean he was a sinner in his Xn life 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• Galatians 2:17 (HCSB) But if we ourselves are also found to be 

“sinners” while seeking to be justified by Christ, is Christ then a 
promoter of sin? Absolutely not!  

– The quotes belong to the Holman Christian Standard Bible 

– “sinner” is used ironically 

» Means if we are found to be “Gentile sinners” in the eyes of Jews 
• Cf. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown on Gal 2:17 

» Galatians 2:15 (NASB) "We are Jews by 
 nature and not sinners from among the 
 Gentiles;  
 -Gal 2:17 actually proves we are NOT 
 sinners!! 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• Galatians 2:17 (HCSB) But if we ourselves are also found to be 

“sinners” while seeking to be justified by Christ, is Christ then a 
promoter of sin? Absolutely not!  

– The quotes belong to the Holman Christian Standard Bible 

– “sinner” is used ironically 

» Means if we are found to be “Gentile sinners” in the eyes of Jews 
• Cf. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown on Gal 2:17 

» Galatians 2:15 (NASB) "We are Jews by 
 nature and not sinners from among the 
 Gentiles;  
 -Gal 2:17 actually proves we are NOT 
 sinners!! 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• Galatians 2:17 (HCSB) But if we ourselves are also found to be 

“sinners” while seeking to be justified by Christ, is Christ then a 
promoter of sin? Absolutely not!  

– Paraphrasing Paul… 

» <<You, Peter, were saved and started living like a Gentile, free from 
the Law, and “sinning” according to the Law. So, what good did 
your salvation do, since it has just made you a “sinner” according 
to the Law? Christ has done nothing but promoted sin in your 
life!!!” 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• Hebrews 7:26 (NASB) For it was fitting for us to have such a 

high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners 
and exalted above the heavens;  

– “sinners” is not referring to Christians 

» Refers, rather, to high priest’s holy separation from all mankind 

• “as to sinners, or heathens, he was never to be found in their 
society” (Clarke on Heb 7:26) 

– If we are sinners and are seated with Jesus in heavenly places (Eph 2:6) 

» Jesus our High Priest is then no longer separate from sinners! 

» <<He makes believers as such (not as sinners), “to sit together 
(with Him) in heavenly places” (Eph 2:6)>> (emphasis JFB, on Heb 7:26) 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• James 5:20 (NASB) let him know that he who turns a sinner 

from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins.  

– “sinner” is not referring to Christians 

» Refers, rather, to people who are saved by Christians’ witness 

• Gill agrees 

• << Many are of opinion that the hiding a multitude of sins is 
here to be understood of the person who converts the 
backslider: this is a dangerous doctrine, and what the Holy 
Spirit never taught to man. >> (Clarke) 
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Sinner or Saint? 

To Reconcile the Scriptural Evidence… 

• “Sinner” verses can be explained 
• James 4:8 (NASB) Draw near to God and He will draw near to 

you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.  

– Might not refer to Christians, but rather hypocritical Christians 

» “the persons addressed are not the profane men of the world, but 
sinners in Zion, formal professors, hypocritical persons” 

• Gill on James 4:8 

» However, the context makes it appear to be true Christians 

– OK to refer to Christians as sinners when they are doing ACTS of sin 

» Which apparently was the case here 

» But that doesn’t mean their NATURE is that of a sinner 
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Conclusion 

Relationship of Sin to Three Different States 
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State Relationship to Sin 

Old Man (Unconverted Sinner) Not able not to sin 

New Man (Regenerate Saint) Able to sin  
(and able to do holy acts) 

Glorified Man (in Heaven) Not able to sin 



Just who in the world do you think you are?        

  

So… 
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His [McVey’s] stress on the believer’s ability to live 
above… sin due to his spiritual union with Christ, 
however, might be described as a revival of the error 
of Hymenaeus and Philetus… Jeff Riddley, Book Review, Grace Walk 
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This man thinks you are a “Sinner” 



McVey evinces an “over-realized eschatology” by saying that 
believers possess a status in the present age that allows them 
to live above sin. The Biblical perspective, in contrast, is that 
such a state will not be fully realized until the final stage of 
glorification. … Jeff Riddley, Book Review, Grace Walk 
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This man thinks you are a “Sinner” 



You are likely to end up…  

34 

If you think like Mr. Riddley and Mr. Ryle… 

sinners, sinners, sinners, … always to the very last 
R.C. Ryle, Holiness, p169 



Antinomianism 

 

Licentiousness 

 

Passivity 

 

Sinless perfection 

 

Hyperfaith 

 

Self-help 

 

Second work of grace 

 

A counseling technique 

 

Deification of man 

 

Mysticism 

 

Instant behavior change 

 

Pop psychology 

 

 

Baby boomer lack of discipline 
 
Limp glove Christianity 
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