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Acts 2:1-2 (NASB) “1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.” 
 
Luke 24:49 (NASB) “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.” 
 
John 14:16-17 (NASB) “16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He 
abides with you and will be in you.” 
 
Acts 2:3 (NIV) “They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.” 
 
Acts 2:37-38 (NASB) “37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’ 38 Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 
 
Acts 2:41 (NASB) “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand souls.” 
 
 
I.       The First Church Was Devoted (v. 42a) 
 
 

Acts 2:41 (NASB) “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand souls.” 

 
 
 
II.      The First Church Prioritized Teaching (v. 42b) 
 
 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NASB) “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 
 
 
1 Peter 2:2 (NASB) “like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation.” 

 
 
 
III.     The First Church Was Fellowship-Focused (v. 42c) 
 

Romans 12:10 (NASB) “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.” 
 
Colossians 3:13 (NASB) “bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; 
just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.” 
 
1 Peter 1:22b (NASB) “…fervently love one another from the heart.” 
 
 
Fellowship is affectionate shared life with others who are partners together with us in a common mission or cause. 



IV.      The First Church Was Christ-Centered (v. 42d) 
 
 

1 Corinthians 11:28 (NASB) “But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup.” 

 
 
 
 
V.       The First Church Prioritized Prayer (v. 42e) 
 
 
 

Acts 13:2 (NASB) “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’” 

 
 
 
 
VI.      The First Church Was Awe-Filled (v. 43) 
 
 
 
 
 
VII.     The First Church Was Generous (vv. 44-45) 
 
 
 
 
 
VIII.    The First Church Was Balanced (vv. 46-47a) 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion (v. 47b) 
 

 
        
 

 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 1-31-16 AM 

“EIGHT DESIRABLE QUALITIES OF THE FIRST CHURCH” 

ACTS 2:42-47 

# 4 in Series, “The Spirit, the Church, and the World” 

 

   Let’s take a moment to review chapter two in order to see today’s text in its context. Acts 2:1-2a 

(NASB) “
1 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2 

And suddenly…” 

What we see in the verses that follow is the birth of the church. One hundred and twenty disciples of Jesus 

were following His instructions that he gave in Luke 24:49 (NASB) "And behold, I am sending forth the 

promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 

high." As they were obediently waiting, on the day of Pentecost “suddenly” amazing things began to 



happen. The Holy Spirit came and baptized these believers into union with Christ. Not only did the Holy 

Spirit baptize them into Christ, the Holy Spirit now indwelt and filled these believers. This also was the 

fulfillment of what Jesus had promised them. John 14:16-17 (NASB) 
16 

"I will ask the Father, and He will 

give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
17 

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you 

and will be in you.”  

   To evidence the coming of the Spirit to baptize these believers into Christ, and to indwell and fill them, 

the Lord gave three signs. First, there was a noise like a violent rushing wind. That certainly got 

everyone’s attention. There was no literal wind, but the sound of wind that was probably like a fighter jet 

taking off from an aircraft carrier. Second, we read in Acts 2:3 (NIV) “They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.” The third sign was the most amazing of 

all. At the feast of Pentecost, there were Jews in Jerusalem from many far away areas who spoke various 

languages or dialects and these 120 mostly uneducated Galilean believers began to speak praise to God in 

the languages and dialects of the people they were speaking to. The observers were astounded. As the 

crowds gathered astonished and perplexed over what they had seen and heard, Peter preached the first 

sermon after the church was birthed. As we saw in the last message, it was a sermon that glorified and 

magnified Christ – His birth, perfect life, death, resurrection, and ascension. At the end of Peter’s 

message, there was deep conviction of sin. Luke records it like this in Acts 2:37-38 (NASB) “
37 

Now 

when they heard this [they had crucified the Messiah, the Son of God], they were pierced to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’ 
38 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for [literally because of] the forgiveness of your sins; 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” After that, Peter exhorted them to come to Christ; to, as 

verse 40 says, to be “saved from this perverse generation”. We see the result of this first sermon in Acts 

2:41 (NASB) “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added 

about three thousand souls.”  

   The Apostles now faced a problem – a good problem, but nevertheless a problem. What do you do with 

3,000 baby Christians? In verses 42-47 we see what God did through the leaders of this first church to 

develop these new disciples into mature disciples that moved out from Jerusalem and impacted much of 

the civilized world in one generation. This first church is our model; it is the pattern for the church today. 

Even with all of our sophistication and all of our technology and all of our education, we cannot improve 

on this example from the first church after the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost.  

   Let’s examine 8 qualities of this first church that we would do well to use as a pattern for this church. 

Understand this. Everything about this church is in some way applicable to today’s church. Don’t see 

them as having some kind of advantage over us. If anything, we have an advantage over them in that we 

have the completed New Testament. Everything that we learn about this first church is applicable to us. I 

am so excited to see what we can learn from them 20 centuries later. 

 

I.       The First Church Was Devoted (V42a) 

   The word translated “devoting” means to cleave faithfully to someone or some thing. It refers to 

steadfast and single minded faithfulness to a course of action. Think what would happen at FBC if the 

membership was continually devoted, had a single minded faithfulness to follow the directions of 

Scripture. In this first church, their devotion was first evidenced by their willingness to be baptized. It was 

not that 3,000 got saved and quite a few were baptized, or even that the majority were baptized. Acts 2:41 

(NASB) So then, those [all those] who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 

added about three thousand souls.” They saw Jesus as their Lord, their master, their boss. There is no 

indication of hesitation or questioning. They obeyed! They were devoted to Christ and it is likely that the 

thought of disobeying never even crossed their mind. The church today, probably to some extent, all 

churches today have lost that sense of being totally surrendered and abandoned to the will of God. It is so 

rare, that when someone truly is devoted, they stand out and are even considered unusual or fanatical. 

Don’t miss this first quality of the first church that was the foundation for all the other qualities. They 

were devoted, and notice that it was not a devotion that came and went. It says “They were continually 

devoting themselves”.  



 

II.      The First Church Prioritized Teaching (V42b) 

   Exactly what is the “apostles’ teaching” [“doctrine” in some translations]? It was what the apostles 

taught that became a part of our New Testament. It was the apostles going back into what we call the Old 

Testament and showing how everything that happened to Jesus and everything that Jesus taught was 

grounded there. Every book of the New Testament was written by an apostle or a close associate of an 

apostle. Verse 42 is basically saying that they were continually devoting themselves to the teaching of the 

Old Testament and truth that would later be included in the New Testament. Teaching was the priority 

activity of this first church. The teaching took priority over fellowship and prayer. That is not to in any 

way minimize the importance of fellowship and prayer. Here is why I make that statement. Fellowship 

(genuine fellowship) is dependent on teaching, on doctrine. As we will see more clearly in a moment, 

fellowship happens among a group of people who are partners in the common commitment to obey what 

the Lord teaches them to do. Powerful prayer is not grounded in emotion or the circumstances of the 

moment, but in biblical teaching. Powerful prayer is praying the Scriptures! It is seeking God’s power to 

obey what we see in Scripture; it is asking God to do in and through us what He has commanded and 

promised in His word. Teaching is the key to the multiplication of the church. The passage that best 

describes true discipleship is 2 Timothy 2:2 (NASB) “The things which you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” A hunger 

for the Word of God is a sign of genuine salvation. 1 Peter 2:2 (NASB) “like newborn babies, long for 

the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation”. These first converts after 

the church was established had heard the Gospel and now they discovered that there was more! They no 

doubt hung on every word afraid that they would miss something. I have seen that kind of hunger. I have 

seen it very infrequently here in the Bible belt, but I have seen it teaching in “third world” countries. I 

remember teaching church leaders in Kenya, Rwanda, and West Africa. Sometimes we would go 6-7 

hours a day for several days in a row. It wasn’t the eloquence of the one teaching. Only a few could even 

understand English. It was the translator they were listening to. It was because of what was being taught – 

the apostles’ doctrine – the basics of the faith. Oh how I long to see a hunger like that here. There are so 

many other things that are important in the church, but the teaching, the apostles’ doctrine is of first 

priority. 

 

III.     The First Church Was Fellowship Focused (V42c) 

   I am convinced that fellowship is one of the most misunderstood and misused words in the church. The 

Greek word translated “fellowship” is the idea of sharing in common with others. The foundation of 

fellowship is the common life in Christ (eternal life) that we share. The activity of fellowship in the 

church is seen in the “one another’s” of the New Testament. Some examples of the many “one another’s” 

are Romans 12:10 (NASB) “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another 

in honor”. Colossians 3:13 (NASB) “bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 

complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.” 1 Peter 1:22b (NASB) 

“…fervently love one another from the heart”. 

   We’ve seen the foundation and the activity of fellowship, but what is fellowship? It is not easy to 

define. Here is my best attempt. Fellowship is affectionate shared life with others who are partners 

together with us in a common mission or cause. I’m sure someone else could come up with a better 

definition, but that’s the best I can do. This is what people are looking for – even people in the church. 

Here is my opinion as to why it is so rare. People are looking for that affectionate shared life with others 

(that would include close friendships, but more than friendships), but most are not willing to pour their 

lives out in a common mission or cause. Here is something that I have observed over the years. The 

greatest fellowship in the church seems to happen in two areas. First, it happens between those who do 

mission trips together. Why? It is because there is reliance and trust involved and there is a common focus 

on a common mission or cause. The second place that I have seen fellowship happen is in a LifeGroup or 

small group of some kind that is active in not just teaching the word, but in doing ministry together. I 

don’t see it so much in groups where people just come, sit, and listen for an hour or two. I don’t see it in 

those who just sit in a worship service.  



   This first church was devoted to fellowship – to experiencing an affectionate shared life with others who 

were partners together with them in a common mission or cause. 

 

IV.      The First Church Was Christ Centered (V42d) 

   Most every New Testament Scholar that I have read agrees that this was not talking about just sharing 

meals with one another (which they likely did), but it was referring to celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

together. The reason that the Lord gave His church the two ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

was to keep our minds stayed on Him and the Gospel. Every time a person is baptized we see the Gospel 

pictured – by grace through faith we have been saved and put into union with Christ in His death, burial, 

and resurrection. Every time we take the Lord’s Supper, we are also reminded of the Gospel. The body of 

Christ was given for us as He took the sins of all who would believe on Him. The blood of Christ (His 

poured out life) was shed for as an atonement for our sin. Not only does the church hear the Gospel as the 

apostles’ doctrine is taught, we see the Gospel as we take the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper also 

points to the unity of believers since in drawing close to Him, we draw close to one another. We also at 

the Lord’s Supper examine ourselves and repent of sin that has not been confessed. 1 Corinthians 11:28 

(NASB) “But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.” 

A church that regularly partakes in the Lord’s Supper in obedience to the Scriptures will be a Christ 

centered, Gospel focused, holy church.  

 

V.       The First Church Prioritized Prayer (V42e) 

    Prayer was no “wish flung upward” as Spurgeon called typical powerless prayer; the early church was 

“devoted to prayer”. It is interesting to walk through the book of Acts studying the references to prayer. 

Allow me to point out just a few examples. In chapter 4 when Peter and John were arrested for preaching 

the Gospel and then threatened as they were released, we find the church praying not for deliverance, but 

for boldness. In chapter 6 we see that prayer and the ministry of the Word were the focus of the apostles’ 

ministry. In chapter 10, Peter was praying when God gave him a vision that showed him that the Gospel 

was for the Gentiles as well as the Jews. In chapter 12, Peter was arrested and was going to be killed by 

the wicked ruler, Herod. Instead of organizing protests, the church prayed and Peter was supernaturally 

released. In chapter 13, the church at Antioch was ready to send out missionaries to go to the remotest 

parts of the earth and they prayed about who to send and we read in Acts 13:2 (NASB) “While they were 

ministering to the Lord [which included prayer along with worship] and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set 

apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’" 

   In that early church, their boldness, their power, their direction, and their deliverance came by means of 

prayer. 

 

VI.      The First Church Was Awe Filled (V43) 

    The word, “awe” as it is used here speaks of godly fear and reverence. Before the New Testament 

canon of Scripture was affirmed and widely distributed, God used signs and wonders to evidence the 

authority of the early church. While God may choose to do signs and wonders today, our authority is from 

the completed Word of God. Today that sense of awe should be more evident as people see the changed 

lives of believers and hear the inspired Word of God spoken through His messengers. Notice that the awe 

was not because of their buildings, their Hollywood like productions, or anything that was of human 

origin. The awe was because of the supernatural change in lives and the obvious work of God among 

them. Today, I fear that the world laughs at the church, looks with disdain on the church, and sees the 

church as irrelevant. Oh that God could do a mighty work in His church that would cause the nonbelievers 

to once again look to the church with godly fear, reverence and a sense of awe.  

 

VII.     The First Church Was Generous (V44-45) 

   Someone called this “Christian Communism” and they were really wrong. This was Christian 

stewardship and supernatural love in action. The people recognized that everything they laid claim to was 

in reality God’s and with hearts of love they distributed God’s resources He had placed in their hands 

wherever He said to distribute them. This was a special situation. There were likely many among that 



3,000 that were saved on the day of Pentecost who were from far away and had come to Jerusalem for the 

Feast of Pentecost. It was imperative that before they went to their homeland that they were discipled 

(taught the apostles’ doctrine and experienced genuine fellowship and saw the supernatural work of the 

Lord). It is likely that many of the early churches around the Roman Empire were started by some of these 

Jews who were saved on the Day of Pentecost and went back home and began to proclaim the Gospel. To 

provide for the needs of these new converts from across the Empire, considerable funds were needed and 

God provided through those who had more than enough for themselves and their families.  

   This is one of the most beautiful pictures of stewardship in all the New Testament. Oh what could be 

accomplished today if God’s people in this church saw all that they had possession of as  belonging to 

God and gave as He directed – to individual needs, to buy property, to sprinkle building for school use, to 

provide closer parking for visitors, the handicapped and Senior Adults. Oh what a testimony to an 

unbelieving world. 

 

VIII.    The First Church Was Balanced (V46-47a) 

   I don’t think that I am reading too much into this verse by seeing a pattern here that applies to the 

church today. The early church did not have their own buildings until the third or fourth century. Here is 

the pattern of how they functioned. They would meet in mass in probably one of the courts of the temple 

mount – perhaps in the court of the Gentiles or another of the areas on the temple grounds that would have 

accommodated such a large group. In addition to the large congregational gathering, likely to listen to one 

of the apostles, they met in homes in small groups. There, they worshipped (the Lord’s Supper) and ate 

meals together and no doubt were taught the apostles’ doctrine in a more intimate setting. It would likely 

have involved discussion, prayers, meeting of needs and plans to take the Gospel to others.  

   I believe that this is a principle for how the church should operate. First, they gathered in the large 

congregation and then the smaller groups. This is roughly the equivalent of our worship service and then 

LifeGroups There must be the congregation meeting together and the smaller group in smaller classes on 

in the homes. There are things that take place in the congregational gathering that can’t be duplicated in 

the small group and vice versa. That is why it is imperative that you be in the congregation and also that 

you be in a LifeGroup. Fellowship and unity and relationships are not developed in the congregational 

worship service; those happen in small groups! There is, however, a dynamic of worship and 

encouragement and a type of teaching that takes place in a worship Service that cannot be duplicated in a 

small group. I encourage you to get in a LifeGroup if you are not already. 

   As the church gathered as a congregation and in small groups, there was great joy (“gladness”) and 

openness as they shared with one another (“sincerity of heart”). That “gladness” was likely expressed 

through singing (“praising God”).   

Conclusion (V47b) 

   The result of being a devoted, taught, fellowship focused, Christ centered, praying, awe filled, 

unexplainable, generous, balanced church, was that they were growing. Acts 2:47b (NASB) “And 

the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.” Oh, how I long for 

this! Oh, how I pray for this! I am not interested in being a part of a church where everything can be 

explained; I want to be a part of an awe provoking church that has no other explanation than simply 

this: God is at work here doing what only God can do. 


