
SOME OLD ADMONITIONS FOR A NEW YEAR
ADMONITIONS FOR OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS

HEBREWS 13:1-8

Introduction

I. LOVE FOR THE BRETHREN IS TO BE PRACTICED!  (Vs 1)
Consider the words "brotherly love" as used in this text. 
The words are translated from the Greek word "philadelphia"  i.e. 
fraternal affection.

It pictures a close family relationship among those who have been born
of the same source.   i.e.  The Holy Spirit.

We should be careful to maintain a sense of close family relationship
towards our fellow believers.  
A. Remember Christ's Personal Instructions Regarding Love

For The Brethren.  (John 13:34-35) 
1. Christ commands to love as he loved.

2. This is the true test and sign of discipleship.

B. Remember Paul's Instructions Regarding Love For The
Brethren.  (Romans 12:9-10)
We are to love the brethren with an honest love that knows no
pretense. It is to be genuine like that of our Savior for us!

        Again, we are to love one another with a faithful devotion. The
kind of love referred to here is that which can only be found in
the closest of families. Since we are family, we should love one
another as family!

C. Remember John's Instructions Regarding Love For The
Brethren.  (1 John 3:11-19; 4:7-12, 20-21)
True faith...saving faith will be evidenced by compassion.

The more we love, the more we see and understand the things
of God!
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D. In Loving The Brethren, Consider The Classification Of
Believers By God In 1 Corinthians 1:26-28: "For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, [are called]: But God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, [yea], and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that are:" 
1. We are not to show "love" only to those of high estate.

2. Brotherly love is to continue regardless of the cost or
self sacrifice involved.

E. Now Think Of That Word "Continue."
It means what it says...continue!

It means "to stay (in a given place, state, relation or
expectancy"—It is also translated elsewhere as abide, continue,
dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry.

LOVE FOR THE BRETHREN IS TO BE CONTINUED!
II. SHOWING HOSPITALITY FOR STRANGERS IS TO BE

PRACTICED!(Vs 2)
A. Don't Forget To Show Hospitality!

(That is the meaning of "entertain strangers.")
1. One of the greatest witnesses of the early Church was

its concern and support for other Believers in distress
that they didn’t even know.

2. To show hospitality is not to be done as a duty or
formality.  i.e.   No pretense.

3. It is to be done by allowing God's love in Christ to work
through us towards others.
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B. By Showing Hospitality Or Entertaining Strangers Some
Have Entertained Angels Unawares!
1. Abraham did just this.  Genesis 18:1ff

He was showed hospitality to three "men" who were
actually three angels, one of which was The Angel of
the LORD, a pre-incarnate manifestation of Christ!

2. Our actions toward others often mean far more than
we realize.

LOVE FOR THE BRETHREN IS TO BE PRACTICED!
SHOWING HOSPITALITY FOR STRANGERS IS TO BE

PRACTICED!
III. COMPASSION FOR DISTRESSED BELIEVERS IS TO BE

PRACTICED! (13:3)
A. Compassion Should Be Shown For All Those In Adversity

— But Especially Christians!
“But by the grace of God, I could be where they are.”

We need to ask, “If it were me, how would I want others to
respond?”

We could call this “golden rule” living!

B. Believers Are Part Of The Body Of Christ And Should
Actually Hurt With One Another!
1 Corinthians 12:26–"And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the
members rejoice with it." 

C. Remember, None Of Us Know When Times Of Adversity
Might Be Coming Our Way!

Love For The Brethren Is To Be Practiced!
Showing Hospitality For Strangers Is To Be Practiced!
Compassion For Distressed Believers Is To Be Practiced!
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D. Respect For Marriage Is To Be Practiced!
Whether you are married or unmarried, don’t forget to honor
God’s Institution of Marriage!  God will judge whoremongers
(fornicators) and adulterers!

Conclusion
Believers are admonished to be conformed into the image of Christ.  
Basically that conformity deals with having the character of Christ.  
Character is needed to deal with the problems that we all must face in life.  

Love, hospitality, concern, compassion and faithfulness are traits that each of
us needs in order to be the kind of individual who can withstand difficulties
that we may be confronted with.  

The Believer has the Holy Spirit working in His life through the Word of God
to develop the character traits needed!  (That is, if we are in the Word!)

By God's grace we can be what we ought to be if we will submit to God and
allow Him to work in our lives!

Where the Believer has God to strengthen and develop him, the unbeliever, the
unsaved person, is going to face problems too, but without help or hope!

Those who go through this life without God are most foolish.  They are doing
something that is absolutely not necessary.  They can have the indwelling
Christ if they are willing to respond to the conviction and call of the Holy
Spirit.
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