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A WICKED JAILOR FINDS LIFE IN CHRIST 

By N. B. Stone (circa 1974) 

 

In order to be an effective mouthpiece for God, I must be entirely devoted to the Lordship 

and the Rulership of my blessed Lord Jesus Christ.  And that has been the prayer of my 

heart as I have thought about the terribly solemn time of devotion which we have 

together today.  In Acts chapter 16, we desire to look at the story of one who experienced 

God’s great salvation.  And when we come to look at salvation, that is an eternal issue 

and of course a very solemn matter.  May the Lord bring you to seriously reflect —and 

this will wipe the smile off your face and all your fun-making will cease, as you come to 

view the salvation of your soul as the one great issue. 

      You may ask what we mean, and surely we don’t have all the answers.  But let me 

ask you a question:  When the Apostle Paul told the Philippian jailor to “Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” did this not bring a change in that man’s way 

of living?  Of course, it did!  We know he was a regenerated man for we can see that 

immediate alteration of his conduct.  God’s Spirit had come and done His marvelous 

work of grace, and “If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature” (II Cor.5:17). 

Now we want to consider the jailor’s conversion and show how Paul dealt with him, 

or preached the gospel to him.  I had first purposed to say that this prison-keeper was 

guilty of beating Paul and Silas, but a little closer study of this gracious passage of God’s 

Word leads me to believe that it was actually the infuriated mob who had beaten them—

encouraged to do so by the magistrates.  As we know, this mob was composed mainly of 

religious Jews who claimed to be children of the true God.  They only had religion but 

had no love of God in their hearts, and I believe even this old wicked jailor saw through 

the sham and pretense of their false religion. 

As the story unfolds, the attitude and conduct of this jailor prove that he has been 

truly changed by the power of God.   He had met the Lord of Heaven and he fell prostrate 

at His feet, trembling and suing for mercy.  “Oh,” you may say, “He only fell at the 

apostles’ feet.” True, but I will have you know that symbolically and according to his 

brokenhearted attitude he was at the feet of the Lord Himself.  And did not our Saviour 

say, “When ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it to me”?  And 

that refers especially to His brethren, those who bring the Word of truth.  And so we have 

evidence of real repentance in one who falls to the ground and cries out for help, for 

salvation.  “Sirs, what must I do that I might be saved?”    

Then we have ample proof that the jailor’s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ was true 

saving faith.  But, you know, he never did walk down some church aisle and take the 

preacher by the hand, making a public profession, as it is called!  NO! NO!  When Paul 

had preached unto him or given him the Word of the Lord —and you must see that Paul 

not only told him to simply believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but it says here “And they 

spoke unto him the word of the Lord and to all that were in his house” (vs.32).  And so it 

is MORE than simply “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” as is often stressed today—one 

must hear the Word of the Lord, the truth about WHO the Lord Jesus really is.  The Word 

of God and the redeeming work of the Lord Jesus Christ must be expounded or set forth 
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in clear terms.  And a sinner must receive the testimony of the truth of God’s Word into 

his very soul.  That is saving faith.  There’s more to it—much more—than a mere 

“decision” to “accept Jesus as your personal Saviour.”  We need to stress the 

completeness of this work, the necessity of hearing the truth about God’s salvation and 

laying hold of that truth for time and eternity!  But in these evil days everything is so 

shallow, so streamlined, so “simplified,” until there is nothing to it!  This Philippian jailor 

really, conscientiously knew that he was hearing the very truth of God.  It was confirmed 

by the Holy Ghost and it came to be a part of him, to possess his very soul.  But I hasten 

on. 

This man showed his living faith by such a display of those “good works which God 

hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  We do not find 

him boasting of his faith or of “giving his heart to Jesus”—Oh, NO!  There is only one 

response recorded of him before he was baptized; he washed Paul and Silas’ wounds.  

Those wounds touched his heart, and although he personally did not inflict them, yet he 

sanctioned the actions of the angry religious mob when they beat these faithful preachers 

of the gospel.  Now his whole attitude is changed toward God and toward these gospel 

preachers.  He bathes their wounds.  How was such a great change brought about?  The 

fellowship of the sufferings of Christ so shone forth in the lives of these two men of God, 

as they sat with their feet in stocks, their backs bleeding and sang praises unto their Lord.  

It must have broken this jail officer’s heart.  And we know this man had been born anew, 

made a son of God, adopted into the family of God, and thus had become an heir of all 

the blessings of the children of God, both in this life and in the world to come.  We know 

this because he manifested it in his faith and his conduct.  So it is in every case when men 

have been born from above and brought to genuine repentance and saving faith. 

LET US NOTICE MORE CLOSELY THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ONE-TIME 

PRISON KEEPER OF PHILIPPI.  Acts 16:29-31:  “Then he called for a light, and 

sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them 

out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  Here we find an accurate and beautiful 

picture of how God saves an old helpless, undeserving, ungodly sinner.  (And I cannot 

help but remind you to examine your own salvation experience.  Did you come 

brokenheartedly to the Lord as a guilty sinner, and take your place before Him pleading 

only the mercy of the Son of God?  If these are strange experiences to you, I fear that 

your “salvation” is a strange affair indeed!) 

Notice this poor sinner’s very humble and broken manner—he “came trembling and 

fell down” before them.  How kind and earnest he is as he asks the one essential question, 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (vs.30).  And I am sure that Paul and Silas now 

forgot about their sufferings, for the joy that filled their hearts upon finding a sinner to 

whom their gospel would be good news.  Just as with all the Lord’s preachers, in all their 

journey they had been looking for sinners who wanted to be saved.  And now through 

their suffering and the manifestation of God’s power in an earthquake, shaking the old 

jail at the foundations, they were brought to find one of God’s elect hungering for the 

truth of salvation! 

Then I would have you notice, it included his household: “And thou shalt be saved, 

and thy house.  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 
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house” (vs.31-32).  He would not be saved and leave his family behind, for he desires to 

see them come to a knowledge of the truth.  This was also Lydia’s experience a few 

verses earlier, as she was baptised “and her household” (16:14-15) —and remember our 

Lord asked that the little children should be brought unto Him. 

“And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes” (vs. 33).  

Oh, how tenderly, how lovingly does this converted jailor behave towards the servants of 

the Lord, carefully cleansing their stripes, which shows the change of heart that had been 

wrought within him.  It manifests a new heart, new loves, new motives, new attitudes 

toward God and God’s people—a genuine mark of true heart conversion.  And the 

question comes to the front here:  

 Do you have this mark of conversion?  Do I? 

Then comes the jailor’s baptism, in the middle of that same night. The beloved 

Apostle Paul surely recognized here the marks of grace, or he would not have baptized 

this old sinner.  And so he “was baptized, he and all his, straightway” (vs.33, last part).  

God had given him a new heart, a new life—even made his home new. This man showed 

forth his good works as a result of God’s sovereign work of grace—not to earn the grace 

and favors of God, but because he was now already born again. His life and conduct 

began to manifest that he was now indeed one of God’s children.  Notice verse 34:  “And 

when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, 

believing in God with all his house.” Then there is rejoicing and praising God and a more 

sure evidence of saving faith —“believing in God with all his house.”      

What a great work of grace!  He is now indwelt by the love of God, peace reigns in 

his soul, the joy of the Lord is his portion and Christ is now precious to him.  Have you 

ever come to know the Lord in this way?  As a needy sinner, falling at His feet, has He 

bestowed the precious gifts of repentance and faith and enabled you (even YOU!) to lay 

hold of Christ Himself as the Precious One, your only Hope, your Lord and Saviour?  

May the Lord continually bring us to His feet, adoring Him for “so great salvation”!   

Amen. 

How precious Thou art to me; 
 Thou showest Thyself to be kind. 
 How gracious Thou art to sinners, 

 How precious Thou art to me! 
 

 How precious Thou art, O Lord; 
 Thy grace is for all of Thine own. 

 Thou sufferedst for all Thy people; 
 Thou sufferedst for all of Thine own.”   

(Song written by N. B. Stone, 1970)        
 

[ This was taken from a radio devotional talk, given on the air at the radio station 
where I worked for many years, WAGY in Forest City NC. I edited it for publication in 
our old periodical, Truth for Today. Brother Stone was my Father-in-law. He died in 
1979. I loved him and had good fellowship with him — I believe he knew my Lord.  

The picture is from the year 1970, I think.  W. W. F. ]      

 

 


