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I Timothy 5:3-4, 8 

  

3 - “Give proper recognition to those widows 
who are really in need.  

 

4 - But if a widow has children or 
grandchildren, these should learn first of all 
to put their religion into practice by caring for 
their own family and so repaying their 
parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing 
to God.” 

  

8 - “Anyone who does not provide for their 
relatives, and especially for their own 
household, has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever.” (Reverse this) 



I Timothy 5:3-4, 8 (NLT) 

3 - Take care of (honor) any widow who has 
no one else to care for her.  

 

4 - But if she has children or grandchildren, 
their first responsibility is to show 
godliness at home and repay their parents 
by taking care of them. This is something 
that pleases God. 

 

8 - But those who won’t care for their 
relatives, especially those in their own 
household, have denied the true faith. Such 
people are worse than unbelievers. 

 



 We need more emphasis on the glory of 
living ordinary lives for Christ.  

 

 I fear that all the emphasis we hear on being 
radical has given many people the feeling 
that ordinary is either boring or some form 
of compromise. 

 

• “I am just a mom.”  

• “I am just a mechanic.”  

• “I am just a waitress.”  

• “I am just a ….”  

 

 But maybe there is no “just” with God? Or, 
maybe God is more likely found in the “just.” 

 



• Have we lost touch with the glory of 
faithfulness and diligence in ordinary 
routines and duties of life? 

 

• Have we radicalized what wholehearted 
love for God and neighbors looks like by 
separating it from faithfulness in ordinary 
duties?  

 

• We need renewed honor for the quiet 
glory of being faithful fathers, mothers, 
children, brothers, sisters, neighbors, and 
workers.  

 

 



“So, whether  

you eat or drink,  

or whatever you do,  

do all to the  

glory of God.”  

(1 Corinthians 10:31).  



“Stop being 

unamazed by the 

strange glory  

of ordinary 

things.”  
(Clyde Kilby) 

 



 The words of the apostle Paul must be 

heard today:  

 

I Thessalonians 4:11-12  

  

 “….make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You 
should mind your own business and work with your 
hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life 
may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 
will not be dependent on anybody.”  

 

Titus 3:14 

  

 “Our people must learn to devote themselves to 
doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent 
needs and not live unproductive lives.”   

 



Luke 17:10 

 Jesus said, “So you also, when you 
have done everything you were told to 
do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.”  

 

 

Luke 22:27 

 Jesus asked, “… who is greater, the 
one who is at the table or the one who 
serves? Is it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you as one who 
serves.”  

 



Dangers in ambition 

 

“Half the harm that is done in this 

world is due to people who want to 

feel important. They don’t mean to 

do harm, but the harm does not 

interest them … or they do not see it, 

or they justify it … because they are 

absorbed in the endless struggle to 

think well of themselves.”  

(T. S. Eliot ) 



Scriptures to check our Perspective  

 

Galatians 1:10 

 “Am I now trying to win the approval of human 
beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
people? If I were still trying to please people, I 
would not be a servant of Christ.”  

Galatians 6:3 

 “For if anyone thinks he is something, when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.” 

Romans 12:3 

 “Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you.” 

 



What would it look like if 

we had a  

renewed zeal to  

 

“… be content with what you 

have, because God has said, 

“Never will I leave you; never 

will I forsake you”  

(Hebrews 13:5). 

 



I Timothy 5:3-4, 8 (Greek text) 
 

3 - Χήρας τίμα τὰς ὄντως χήρας 
 
 Widows honor who (are) really (truly, actually) widows 
 
4 - εἰ δέ τις χήρα τέκνα ἢ ἔκγονα ἔχει, μανθανέτωσαν πρῶτον τὸν ἴδιον οἶκον 

εὐσεβεῖν καὶ ἀμοιβὰς ἀποδιδόναι τοῖς προγόνοις· τοῦτο γάρ ἐστιν 
ἀπόδεκτον ἐνώπιον τοῦ Θεοῦ. 

 
 If but any widow children grandchildren has let them learn 
 first to [their] own household to be devout  and recompense to give to 

parents this for  is pleasing before the God. 
  
8 - εἰ δέ τις τῶν ἰδίων καὶ μάλιστα οἰκείων οὐ προνοεῖ, τὴν πίστιν ἤρνηται καὶ 

ἔστιν ἀπίστου χείρων. 
  
 But is anyone the own and especially (his) household not does provide 

for the faith he has denied and is than an unbeliever worse 
  
 


