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Introduction  

1. Last week, we introduced this final judgment by showing that Scripture speaks of it as a 

day—a last day. To follow up, consider two other passages (Isaiah 2:10–22; Matthew 25:31–

46). 

2. Remember, what is before us in these verses is a warning to three groups on earth that final 

judgment is near and a word to the faithful (vv. 6–13).  

a. A warning to those who sit at ease, unconcerned for their eternal state, that they should 

fear God, give Him glory, and worship the Creator (vv. 6, 7) 

b. A warning to those who drink the wine of Babylon’s immorality (idolatry) because 

Babylon is doomed to destruction (v. 8) 

c. A warning to those who worship the beast and receive his mark for they will drink the 

wine of God’s wrath poured out full strength (vv. 9, 10) *  

d. A word of encouragement to those “who keep the commandments of God and their faith in 

Jesus” for they must endure even unto death. They are blessed, entering their eternal rest 

and reward (vv. 12, 13). 

3. The harvest of the earth is divided into two parts (Joel 3:12, 13).  

a. The first (vv. 14–16) is based on the parable of the wheat and the tares (Matt. 13:24ff) and 

involves the gathering of the wheat into the security of the barn (note Matt. 25:31ff). 

b. The second (vv. 17–20), the grape harvest, zeros in on the unsaved whose wicked lives are 

like fully ripened grapes to be crushed in the winepress of God’s wrath. 

I. The Reapers 

1. Verse 14 opens with a being sitting on a white cloud.  

a. This One is clearly described as Christ—“Like a Son of man” (Dan 7:13, 14; Rev. 1:13; 

note also v. 7). 

b. This verse fulfills Matthew 24:30; however, this verse gives only the judicial aspects of the 

one seated, symbolized in the sharp sickle.  

c. The Son of man also wears a crown (stephanos, victor’s crown), for He has conquered and 

won His right to rule the nations. 

2. The one problem in the text is v. 15—a mere angel issues a command to the Son of man. 

a. The angel comes out of the temple with a message—a command to begin the harvest of 

earth because it is ripe. The angel, however, merely conveys, not originates, this command 

from God’s throne.  

b. Christ is here informed of the hour previously hidden (Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7). 

3. There is a parallel here with God’s patience in the days of Abraham (Gen. 15:13, 14). 



a. For a period of time, the children of Abraham lived in Egypt, and the end of that period 

found the people suffering under cruel bondage. 

b. At the end of the period, God came to them, judged the Egyptians, and delivered His 

people, taking them to the land that He prepared for them. 

II. Wheat Harvest  

1. The present age is a time of gospel harvest (John 4:35–38; Matt. 9:37, 38), but there is a 

final harvest at the end of the age. 

2. The 144,000 (14:4) are called the “first-fruits,” referenced in the Feast of Weeks (Ex. 26:13), 

which is a prelude of the full harvest to come in v. 15. 

3. The wheat harvest is more fully defined in the parable of the wheat and the tares (Matt. 

13:24–30, 36–43). 

III. Grape Harvest  

1. The grape harvest involves two stages: gathering and treading in the winepress. 

a. The angel who orders this harvest also comes from the altar, but he is said to have 

authority over fire (v. 18; cf. 8:3–5). 

b. The image here is of judgment, unparalleled in severity and unqualified in nature, to fall 

on the wicked. 

2. Unlike the wheat that is safely stored in the barn, the grapes of earth are cast into the great 

winepress of the wrath of God (v. 19; see 19:15).  

a. The one harvesting the grapes is an angel (v. 17), different from the Son of man (v.14).   

b. There is a total of 7 heavenly beings in this vision, pointing to its completeness. 

3. The finality and totality is also seen in v. 20.  

a. The mention of “outside the city” takes us back to 11:2 and the Gentiles treading the holy 

city (persecution). Now it’s payback.  

b. The judgment, based on Joel 3, focuses on the wicked nations (see 20:8, 9; Isa 60:12; 

63:1–6). 

4. The use of horses’ bridles is figurative battle language, further emphasizing the severity of 

judgment as a great slaughter.  

a. Blood will be both deep and expansive, flowing for 1600 stadia (4 [earth] x 4 x 10 

[completeness] x10) emphasizing full and universal judgment.  

b. The number may also be 40 squared, 40 being the number of judgment. 

Application  

This section is to encourage saints in trial to persevere because judgment is coming on the 

persecutors. The lesson of the book of Job must to be our standard. Consider Jesus’ concern 

in Luke 18:1–8: Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

Why? 


