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Introduction (Matthew 24:32-33, 36) 

 
The Bible is clear in teaching that we cannot know the time of the 

return of our Lord.  And yet, He does expect to be aware of the 

“seasons” and see the nearness of His return (Mt. 24:32-33).  

There is nothing that must happen (in terms of prophetic 

fulfillment) before the Rapture of the Church.  But as we see the 

increasing similarity of our times to those that will characterize 

the Tribulation, the period leading up to the second coming of 

Christ, the closer His appearing seems. 

 

The articles cited below are not meant to say that they are the 
fulfillment of prophecy. Rather, they are an illustration of how 

end-time prophecy might be fulfilled. Also, they show an 

increasing readiness for the end-time events. One illustration of 

this might be the Temple in Jerusalem. The Bible indicates there 

will be a Temple in Jerusalem before the return of Christ (Dan. 

9:27; Mt. 24:15; & 2 Thes. 2:3-4). The news pointing to a 

readiness to rebuild the Temple shows how readily the world 

situation could become what is described in the biblical accounts 

of the days leading to the return of Christ. 
 

“I read the, newspaper,” said John Newton, “that I may see 

how my heavenly Father governs the world;” a very 

excellent reason indeed. We have read the newspaper 

during the last three months that we might find illustrations 

of the teaching of our heavenly Father’s word; and we think 

we have not read in vain, for we have gathered instances in 

proof, and facts in explanation, which we have jotted down 

in these pages. The worlds of nature and of providence are 
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full of parallels to things moral and spiritual, and serve as 

pictures to make the written book of inspiration more clear 

to the children of God. [CH Spurgeon, Preface to The Bible 

and the Newspaper, AGES Spurgeon 2.0] 

 
1. Middle East Peace  

A. Scripture (Daniel 9:27) 

Dan. 9:27 indicates that the last seven years before the 

return of Christ will start with a peace treaty that will 

apparently allow Israel renewed worship. 

 

B. News 

1. UN General Assembly votes in favor of Palestinian 

statehood 

 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/11/29/israeli-official-

downplays-palestinian-statehood-bid-ahead-un-

vote/#ixzz2Gx5AtSBQ 

 

2. 20 nations plan anti-mining exercise in Mideast, US 

says 

 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/17/20-nations-

plan-anti-mining-exercise-in-mideast-us-
says/?test=latestnews#ixzz2Gx62EKGd 

 

3. Quartet to meet to discuss stalled Israel-Palestinian 

peace talks 

Ban Ki-moon, Hillary Clinton and Sergei Lavrov to 

meet at UN headquarters ahead of a special UN 

Security Council session on Arab Spring. 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/quartet-

to-meet-to-discuss-stalled-israel-palestinian-peace-talks-
1.417615 

 

4. Armada of international naval power massing in the 

Gulf as Israel prepares an Iran strike 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/11/29/israeli-official-downplays-palestinian-statehood-bid-ahead-un-vote/#ixzz2Gx5AtSBQ
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/11/29/israeli-official-downplays-palestinian-statehood-bid-ahead-un-vote/#ixzz2Gx5AtSBQ
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/11/29/israeli-official-downplays-palestinian-statehood-bid-ahead-un-vote/#ixzz2Gx5AtSBQ
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/17/20-nations-plan-anti-mining-exercise-in-mideast-us-says/?test=latestnews#ixzz2Gx62EKGd
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/17/20-nations-plan-anti-mining-exercise-in-mideast-us-says/?test=latestnews#ixzz2Gx62EKGd
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/17/20-nations-plan-anti-mining-exercise-in-mideast-us-says/?test=latestnews#ixzz2Gx62EKGd
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/quartet-to-meet-to-discuss-stalled-israel-palestinian-peace-talks-1.417615
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/quartet-to-meet-to-discuss-stalled-israel-palestinian-peace-talks-1.417615
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/quartet-to-meet-to-discuss-stalled-israel-palestinian-peace-talks-1.417615
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An armada of US and British naval power is massing in 

the Persian Gulf in the belief that Israel is considering 

a pre-emptive strike against Iran’s suspected nuclear 

weapons programme.  

 
 

www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/9545

597/Armada-of-international-naval-power-massing-in-the-

Gulf-as-Israel-prepares-an-Iran-strike.html 

 

5. Abbas Threatens to Disband PA if Peace Talks Don't 

Resume 

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/16364

6#.UOX7Z3fNkUo 
 

2. The Temple  

A. Scripture (Dan. 9:27; Mt. 24:15; & 2 Thes. 2:3-4) 

The Bible indicates that the Temple in Jerusalem must be 

rebuilt (again) and have a part in the end-time events.  This 

is seen in Daniel 9:27; Mt. 24:15; and 2 Thes. 2:3-4. 

 

B. News 

1. Following the dream of a Third Temple in Jerusalem 
 

http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/following-

the-dream-of-a-third-temple-in-jerusalem.premium-

1.468221 

 

2. Veteran Educator Arrested for 'Crime of Prayer' 

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/16311

8#.UOYFGnfNkUo 

 
3. Muslims Claim Netanyahu Plans to Build ‘False’ Holy 

Temple 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/9545597/Armada-of-international-naval-power-massing-in-the-Gulf-as-Israel-prepares-an-Iran-strike.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/9545597/Armada-of-international-naval-power-massing-in-the-Gulf-as-Israel-prepares-an-Iran-strike.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/9545597/Armada-of-international-naval-power-massing-in-the-Gulf-as-Israel-prepares-an-Iran-strike.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163646#.UOX7Z3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163646#.UOX7Z3fNkUo
http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/following-the-dream-of-a-third-temple-in-jerusalem.premium-1.468221
http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/following-the-dream-of-a-third-temple-in-jerusalem.premium-1.468221
http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/following-the-dream-of-a-third-temple-in-jerusalem.premium-1.468221
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163118#.UOYFGnfNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163118#.UOYFGnfNkUo
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http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/16262

1#.UOYHA3fNkUp 

 

4. MK: End Muslim Occupation on Temple Mount 

 
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/15709

9#.UOYIh3fNkUo 

 

5. Hamas Preacher: Al Aqsa Can't Remain under Apes, 

Pigs  

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/15345

3#.UOYIz3fNkUo 

 

6. Expert Warns of Waqf's Dangerous Plans for Temple 
Mount 

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/15310

1#.UOYJX3fNkUo 

 

3. One World Government  

A. Scripture. (Rev. 13:7; 17:12-13) 

The Bible speaks of a one-world government (Rev. 13:7; 

17:12-13) headed by the Antichrist (though it will face 
opposition from northern, southern and eastern nations not 

aligned with the revived Roman empire [e.g., Ezek. 38-39]). 

 

B. News 

1. Effective World Government Will Be Needed to 

Stave Off Climate Catastrophe 

 

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/1

7/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-

off-climate-catastrophe/ 
 

2. Vatican Calls for the Establishment of World 

Government and a New World Order  

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/162621#.UOYHA3fNkUp
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/162621#.UOYHA3fNkUp
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/157099#.UOYIh3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/157099#.UOYIh3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153453#.UOYIz3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153453#.UOYIz3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153101#.UOYJX3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/153101#.UOYJX3fNkUo
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/17/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-off-climate-catastrophe/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/17/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-off-climate-catastrophe/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/17/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-off-climate-catastrophe/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/17/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-off-climate-catastrophe/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2012/03/17/effective-world-government-will-still-be-needed-to-stave-off-climate-catastrophe/
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http://www.theglobalistreport.com/vatican-world-

government-new-world-order/ 

 

3. Obama Order Urges Rule Review to Boost U.S. 

Company Trade 
 

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-01/obama-

order-urges-rule-review-to-boost-u-dot-s-dot-company-

trade 

 

4. From war to peace: European Union accepts Nobel 

Prize 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/10/world/nobel-peace-prize/ 

 
4. One World Economy  

A. Scripture (Rev. 13:16-18) 

Rev. 13:16-18 teaches that the Antichrist will totally control 

trade so that no one will be able to buy or sell without the 

mark of the beast on his right hand or his forehead. 

  

Rev. 13:16 And he causes all, the small and the great, 

and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the 

slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on 
their forehead, [17] and he provides that no one should 

be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the 

mark, either the name of the beast or the number of 

his name. [18] Here is wisdom. Let him who has 

understanding calculate the number of the beast, for 

the number is that of a man; and his number is six 

hundred and sixty-six. 

 

B. News 

1. Obama to hand Commerce Dept. authority over 
cybersecurity ID 

 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-31921_3-20027800-

281.html?tag=topTechContentWrap;editorPicks 

http://www.theglobalistreport.com/vatican-world-government-new-world-order/
http://www.theglobalistreport.com/vatican-world-government-new-world-order/
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-01/obama-order-urges-rule-review-to-boost-u-dot-s-dot-company-trade
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-01/obama-order-urges-rule-review-to-boost-u-dot-s-dot-company-trade
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-01/obama-order-urges-rule-review-to-boost-u-dot-s-dot-company-trade
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/10/world/nobel-peace-prize/
http://news.cnet.com/8301-31921_3-20027800-281.html?tag=topTechContentWrap;editorPicks
http://news.cnet.com/8301-31921_3-20027800-281.html?tag=topTechContentWrap;editorPicks
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2. Electronic Tattoo Monitors Brain, Heart and Muscles  

 

http://www.livescience.com/18208-electronic-tattoo-brain-

heart.html 
 

3. Sweden moving towards cashless economy 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-

57399610/sweden-moving-towards-cashless-economy/ 

 

4. "Super-Soldiers" Fight Disease With Bionic 

Implants 

 

http://www.mobiledia.com/news/134354.html 
 

5. The Vacant Seat Number 666 in the European 

Parliament  

 

http://www.ianpaisley.org/article.asp?ArtKey=666 

 

6. Big Brother Comes To High School? Tracking 

Proposal Sparks Controversy 

 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/30/school-

proposal-to-track-

_n_1556774.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003 

 

7. ‘Human barcode’ could make society more 

organized, but invades privacy, civil liberties 

 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/human-

barcode-society-organized-invades-privacy-civil-liberties-

article-1.1088129 
 

8. India's Gargantuan Biometric Database Raises Big 

Questions 

 

http://www.livescience.com/18208-electronic-tattoo-brain-heart.html
http://www.livescience.com/18208-electronic-tattoo-brain-heart.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-57399610/sweden-moving-towards-cashless-economy/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-57399610/sweden-moving-towards-cashless-economy/
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/134354.html
http://www.ianpaisley.org/article.asp?ArtKey=666
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/30/school-proposal-to-track-_n_1556774.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/30/school-proposal-to-track-_n_1556774.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/30/school-proposal-to-track-_n_1556774.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/human-barcode-society-organized-invades-privacy-civil-liberties-article-1.1088129
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/human-barcode-society-organized-invades-privacy-civil-liberties-article-1.1088129
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/human-barcode-society-organized-invades-privacy-civil-liberties-article-1.1088129
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https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2012/09/indias-gargantuan-

biometric-database-raises-big-questions 

 

8. Intel: Your Hand Is The Password Of The Future  

Reuters 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/13/intel-hand-

password_n_1881811.html 

 

9. Nokia May Turn Tattoos Into More Than Body Art 

 

http://www.technewsworld.com/story/Nokia-May-Turn-

Tattoos-Into-More-Than-Body-Art-74674.html 

 

5. One World Religion  
A. Scripture (Dan. 9:27; 2 Thes. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:8) 

Part of what the Bible tells us about the Antichrist is that he 

will take over the Temple at the mid-point of the Tribulation 

and set himself up for worship (Dan. 9:27; 2 Thes. 2:3-4).  

Rev. 13:8 says that all the non-elect will worship him.  The 

end times, therefore, will see a unified state religion that will 

oppose the biblical faith. 

 

B. News 
1. Christian church accused of supporting terrorism 

for its interfaith outreach 

 

http://www.goddiscussion.com/104856/christian-church-

accused-of-supporting-terrorism-for-its-interfaith-outreach/ 

 

2. Prince Charles to be known as Defender of Faith  

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/34

54271/Prince-Charles-to-be-known-as-Defender-of-
Faith.html 

 

3. The New Age king Harald of Norway 

 

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2012/09/indias-gargantuan-biometric-database-raises-big-questions
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2012/09/indias-gargantuan-biometric-database-raises-big-questions
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/13/intel-hand-password_n_1881811.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/13/intel-hand-password_n_1881811.html
http://www.technewsworld.com/story/Nokia-May-Turn-Tattoos-Into-More-Than-Body-Art-74674.html
http://www.technewsworld.com/story/Nokia-May-Turn-Tattoos-Into-More-Than-Body-Art-74674.html
http://www.goddiscussion.com/104856/christian-church-accused-of-supporting-terrorism-for-its-interfaith-outreach/
http://www.goddiscussion.com/104856/christian-church-accused-of-supporting-terrorism-for-its-interfaith-outreach/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/3454271/Prince-Charles-to-be-known-as-Defender-of-Faith.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/3454271/Prince-Charles-to-be-known-as-Defender-of-Faith.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/3454271/Prince-Charles-to-be-known-as-Defender-of-Faith.html
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http://ivarfjeld.wordpress.com/category/one-world-religion/ 

 

4. Rick Warren builds bridge to Muslims 

 

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/muslims-341669-
warren-saddleback.html?pic=2 

 

5. Emerging Church leader, Brian McLaren performs 

same sex wedding ceremony for his son. 

 

http://www.dennyburk.com/mclaren-presides-over-same-sex-

commitment-ceremony/  

 

6. Babylon  

A. Scripture (Rev. 17-18) 

Revelation 17-18 (Note 17:1, 5) indicates that Babylon will 

again be a significant city and focus in end time events. 

Many have thought that this was perhaps symbolic of Rome.  

That is not required by the text.  Some have wrongly 

assumed that the judgment of Babylon in Jer. 50-51 has 

been fulfilled so that Babylon will never be rebuilt.  See 

Dyer's articles for a clear refutation (Bib Sac 144: 305-316 
and 145: 433-449). See also Dr. S. Lewis Johnson’s 

transcribed sermons: Isaiah 13:1 – 14:23’ “Babylon and 

Lucifer” and his five sermons on Revelation 17-18. 

 

B. News 

1. Oil Output Soars as Iraq Retools, Easing Shaky 

Markets 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/03/world/middleeast/cru
de-oil-output-is-soaring-in-iraq-easing-

markets.html?_r=2&ref=world& 

 

2. Iraq Rebuilding Its Military, Even As They Rebuild 

Babylon: Prophetic significance? 

 

http://ivarfjeld.wordpress.com/category/one-world-religion/
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/muslims-341669-warren-saddleback.html?pic=2
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/muslims-341669-warren-saddleback.html?pic=2
http://www.dennyburk.com/mclaren-presides-over-same-sex-commitment-ceremony/
http://www.dennyburk.com/mclaren-presides-over-same-sex-commitment-ceremony/
http://sljinstitute.net/sermons/old_testament/the_prophets/pages/isaiah10.html
http://sljinstitute.net/sermons/old_testament/the_prophets/pages/isaiah10.html
http://sljinstitute.net/sermons/eschatology/revelation/revelation_master.html#anchor
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/03/world/middleeast/crude-oil-output-is-soaring-in-iraq-easing-markets.html?_r=2&ref=world&
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/03/world/middleeast/crude-oil-output-is-soaring-in-iraq-easing-markets.html?_r=2&ref=world&
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/03/world/middleeast/crude-oil-output-is-soaring-in-iraq-easing-markets.html?_r=2&ref=world&
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http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/iraq-

rebuilding-its-military-even-as-they-rebuild-babylon-

prophetic-significance/ 

 

3. Arab League backs Annan's Syria plan at Baghdad 
summit 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17544431 

 

7. Invasion from the North 

A. Scripture (Ezek. 38-39) 

The Bible indicates that Israel is the focus of the end-time 

events.  One aspect of that is that it will be the center of 

much warfare.  One assault will come from a northern 

alliance.  Many commentators equate this with Russia—at 
least in part (i.e., Magog in the Caucasus mountain region) 

(cf. BKCOT, 1299-1300—see update map), Ezek. 38-39.  

 

While somewhat dated by references to the Soviet Union, 

Charles Dyer’s comments in the Bible Knowledge 

Commentary on the OT (BKCOT), on Ezekiel 38 are helpful: 

However, while one must avoid dogmatic assertions, 

three reasons suggest including the Soviet Union within 

Ezekiel’s prophecy: (1) Some of the countries named 
by Ezekiel were located in what is now Russia. (2) The 

armies are said to come “from the far north” (Eze 38:6, 

Eze 38:15; Eze 39:2). This probably includes the land 

bridge between the Black and Caspian Seas, now part 

of the Soviet Union. (3) Ezekiel spoke of a coalition of 

several nations, many of whom are today aligned with 

or under the influence of the Soviet Union. These 

include Iran (“Persia”), Sudan and northern Ethiopia 

(“Cush”), Libya (“Put”), and Turkey (“Meshech,” 

“Tubal,” “Gomer,” and “Beth Togarmah”). All these 
nations (see Eze_38:2-3, Eze_38:5-6), possibly led by 

the Soviet Union, will unite to attack Israel. (emphasis 

added) 

 

http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/iraq-rebuilding-its-military-even-as-they-rebuild-babylon-prophetic-significance/
http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/iraq-rebuilding-its-military-even-as-they-rebuild-babylon-prophetic-significance/
http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/04/13/iraq-rebuilding-its-military-even-as-they-rebuild-babylon-prophetic-significance/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17544431
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B. News 

1. Iran nuke work at bunker is confirmed  

 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IRAN_NUCLEAR?SIT

E=FLTAM&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE 
 

2. Iran deploys Russian-made submarine in Gulf 

 

http://news.yahoo.com/iran-deploys-russian-made-

submarine-gulf-113859186.html 

 

3. Russia to attend Iranian conference on Syria crisis 

Although preparations were rushed, Russia’s 

ambassador to Iran is set to attend the meeting, ‘if it 

takes place.’ 

www.jewishworldreview.com/0512/putin_warning.php3#.UO

jgonfNkUo 

 

4. Russia: Attack on Tehran is Attack on Moscow 
 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/15173

9#.UOjgtXfNkUo 

 

5. Netanyahu: Iran Remains the Number 1 Threat 

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/16386

4#.UOjjB3fNkUo 

 

8. Wars and Rumors of Wars  
A. Scripture (Matthew 24:6-8)   

Jesus taught that war would be part of the time leading to 

His return. Such circumstances will be like the birth pangs 

leading to the return of Christ. 

 

B. News 

1. List of ongoing Conflicts 

 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IRAN_NUCLEAR?SITE=FLTAM&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IRAN_NUCLEAR?SITE=FLTAM&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE
http://news.yahoo.com/iran-deploys-russian-made-submarine-gulf-113859186.html
http://news.yahoo.com/iran-deploys-russian-made-submarine-gulf-113859186.html
http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0512/putin_warning.php3#.UOjgonfNkUo
http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0512/putin_warning.php3#.UOjgonfNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/151739#.UOjgtXfNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/151739#.UOjgtXfNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163864#.UOjjB3fNkUo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163864#.UOjjB3fNkUo
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http://www.warsintheworld.com/?page=static1258254223 

https://maps.google.it/maps/ms?hl=it&gl=it&ptab=2&ie=UT

F8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=211673461441493329565.000

4cae6d7dab708f6058&t=m&ll=19.272478,11.953125&spn=

88.238087,231.328125&source=embed 
 

9. Persecution of Christians  

A. Scripture (Mt. 24:9; Rev. 6:9) 

Mt. 24:9 indicates that persecution and execution of 

believers will be part of the end times.  Cf. Rev. 6:9. 

 

B. News 

1. Christians persecuted throughout the world  

The latest bombing in Nigeria shows how Christians 

are increasingly suffering for their faith – and how 
their plight is being ignored  

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9640825/Christia

ns-persecuted-throughout-the-world.html 

 

2. Is Christianity dying in the Middle East?  

 

http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/wh

at-world/2012/dec/26/christianity-dying-middle-
east/#ixzz2HA8MBjcG 

 

3. Christianity 'close to extinction' in Middle East 

Christianity faces being wiped out of the “biblical 

heartlands” in the Middle East because of mounting 

persecution of worshippers, according to a new 

report.  

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9762745/Christia

nity-close-to-extinction-in-Middle-East.html 
 

10. Pestilence  

A. Scripture (Rev. 6:8) 

http://www.warsintheworld.com/?page=static1258254223
https://maps.google.it/maps/ms?hl=it&gl=it&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=211673461441493329565.0004cae6d7dab708f6058&t=m&ll=19.272478,11.953125&spn=88.238087,231.328125&source=embed
https://maps.google.it/maps/ms?hl=it&gl=it&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=211673461441493329565.0004cae6d7dab708f6058&t=m&ll=19.272478,11.953125&spn=88.238087,231.328125&source=embed
https://maps.google.it/maps/ms?hl=it&gl=it&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=211673461441493329565.0004cae6d7dab708f6058&t=m&ll=19.272478,11.953125&spn=88.238087,231.328125&source=embed
https://maps.google.it/maps/ms?hl=it&gl=it&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=211673461441493329565.0004cae6d7dab708f6058&t=m&ll=19.272478,11.953125&spn=88.238087,231.328125&source=embed
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9640825/Christians-persecuted-throughout-the-world.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9640825/Christians-persecuted-throughout-the-world.html
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/what-world/2012/dec/26/christianity-dying-middle-east/#ixzz2HA8MBjcG
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/what-world/2012/dec/26/christianity-dying-middle-east/#ixzz2HA8MBjcG
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/what-world/2012/dec/26/christianity-dying-middle-east/#ixzz2HA8MBjcG
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9762745/Christianity-close-to-extinction-in-Middle-East.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9762745/Christianity-close-to-extinction-in-Middle-East.html
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Rev. 6:8 And I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he 

who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following 

with him. And authority was given to them over a fourth of 

the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with 

pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
 

B. News 

1. UN Soldiers Brought Deadly Superbug to Americas 

 

http://news.yahoo.com/scientists-un-soldiers-brought-

deadly-superbug-americas-194141189--abc-news.html 

 

2. Flesh-eating bug spread by sneezes and coughs  

 

http://www.metro.co.uk/news/889131-flesh-eating-bug-
spread-by-sneezes-and-coughs#ixzz1lEtTbNtS 

 

3. Experts fear diseases 'impossible to treat' 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-

families/health-news/experts-fear-diseases-impossible-to-

treat-7216662.html# 

 

4. “Pig MRSA” Came From Humans, Evolved Via Farm 
Drugs 

 

Staphylococcus aureus CC398: Host Adaptation and 

Emergence of Methicillin Resistance in Livestock 

http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/pig-mrsa-

origin 

 

5. Drug-resistant malaria in Thailand threatens deadly 

global 'nightmare' 

 
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/01/02/159035

18-drug-resistant-malaria-in-thailand-threatens-deadly-

global-nightmare?lite&ocid=msnhp&pos=1 

 

http://news.yahoo.com/scientists-un-soldiers-brought-deadly-superbug-americas-194141189--abc-news.html
http://news.yahoo.com/scientists-un-soldiers-brought-deadly-superbug-americas-194141189--abc-news.html
http://www.metro.co.uk/news/889131-flesh-eating-bug-spread-by-sneezes-and-coughs#ixzz1lEtTbNtS
http://www.metro.co.uk/news/889131-flesh-eating-bug-spread-by-sneezes-and-coughs#ixzz1lEtTbNtS
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/experts-fear-diseases-impossible-to-treat-7216662.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/experts-fear-diseases-impossible-to-treat-7216662.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/experts-fear-diseases-impossible-to-treat-7216662.html
http://mbio.asm.org/content/3/1/e00305-11
http://mbio.asm.org/content/3/1/e00305-11
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/pig-mrsa-origin
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/pig-mrsa-origin
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/01/02/15903518-drug-resistant-malaria-in-thailand-threatens-deadly-global-nightmare?lite&ocid=msnhp&pos=1
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/01/02/15903518-drug-resistant-malaria-in-thailand-threatens-deadly-global-nightmare?lite&ocid=msnhp&pos=1
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/01/02/15903518-drug-resistant-malaria-in-thailand-threatens-deadly-global-nightmare?lite&ocid=msnhp&pos=1
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6. 8 deadly agents ‘to bring U.S. to its knees’ 

http://www.wnd.com/2013/01/8-deadly-agents-to-bring-u-

s-to-its-knees/ 

 

7. Lab-Created Bird Flu Virus Poses Massive Threat 
 

http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/12/20/lab-created-

bird-flu-virus-poses-massive-

threat/?test=latestnews#ixzz2HAAznDXY 

 

11. Immorality 

A. Scripture (2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3) 

2 Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times 

will come. 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 

money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious 

gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 3:4 

treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 

than lovers of God; 3:5 holding to a form of godliness, 

although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as 

these. 

 

2 Pet. 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, 

just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 

Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 

themselves.  2:2 And many will follow their sensuality, and 

because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 2:3 

and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; 

their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep. 

 

B. News 

1. Journal editor defends pro-infanticide piece: Killing 
newborns is already legal in Holland 

 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/journal-editor-defends-

pro-infanticide-piece-killing-newborns-is-already-le 

http://www.wnd.com/2013/01/8-deadly-agents-to-bring-u-s-to-its-knees/
http://www.wnd.com/2013/01/8-deadly-agents-to-bring-u-s-to-its-knees/
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/12/20/lab-created-bird-flu-virus-poses-massive-threat/?test=latestnews#ixzz2HAAznDXY
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/12/20/lab-created-bird-flu-virus-poses-massive-threat/?test=latestnews#ixzz2HAAznDXY
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/12/20/lab-created-bird-flu-virus-poses-massive-threat/?test=latestnews#ixzz2HAAznDXY
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/journal-editor-defends-pro-infanticide-piece-killing-newborns-is-already-le
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/journal-editor-defends-pro-infanticide-piece-killing-newborns-is-already-le
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2. Cultural Implosion? Cannibalism, “Mommy Porn,” 

Gay Rights, Abortion Driving U.S. Headlines: What in 

the world is going on? 

 
http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/06/cannibalis

m-pornography-gay-rights-driving-the-news-what-in-the-

world-is-going-on/  

 

3. Unprecedented civil union unites Brazilian trio 

 (CNN) 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2012/08/31/world/americas/brazil-

polyfaithful-union/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 

 
4. Allow 'active euthanasia' for disabled babies, 

doctors urge  

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-

families/health-news/allow-active-euthanasia-for-disabled-

babies-doctors-urge-423059.html 

 

5. Report recommends France legalize 'accelerated 

deaths'  
 

http://www.france24.com/en/20121218-report-

recommends-france-legalize-accelerated-deaths 

 

6. Belgium looks at euthanasia for minors, Alzheimer's 

sufferers  

 

www.france24.com/en/20121218-belgium-looks-euthanasia-

minors-alzheimers-sufferers 

 
12. The Family will suffer 

A. Scripture (2 Timothy 3:1-2) 

2 Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times 

will come. 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 

http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/06/cannibalism-pornography-gay-rights-driving-the-news-what-in-the-world-is-going-on/
http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/06/cannibalism-pornography-gay-rights-driving-the-news-what-in-the-world-is-going-on/
http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/06/cannibalism-pornography-gay-rights-driving-the-news-what-in-the-world-is-going-on/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/08/31/world/americas/brazil-polyfaithful-union/index.html?hpt=hp_t3
http://www.cnn.com/2012/08/31/world/americas/brazil-polyfaithful-union/index.html?hpt=hp_t3
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/allow-active-euthanasia-for-disabled-babies-doctors-urge-423059.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/allow-active-euthanasia-for-disabled-babies-doctors-urge-423059.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/allow-active-euthanasia-for-disabled-babies-doctors-urge-423059.html
http://www.france24.com/en/20121218-report-recommends-france-legalize-accelerated-deaths
http://www.france24.com/en/20121218-report-recommends-france-legalize-accelerated-deaths
http://www.france24.com/en/20121218-belgium-looks-euthanasia-minors-alzheimers-sufferers
http://www.france24.com/en/20121218-belgium-looks-euthanasia-minors-alzheimers-sufferers
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money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 

ungrateful, unholy 

 

B. News 

1. A Canadian columnist rejoices to see the decline of 
the traditional nuclear because it also signifies the 

decline of traditional values. 

 

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-

den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-

suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/ 

 

13. Lawlessness will increase  

A. Scripture (Mat. 24:12) 

Mat. 24:12 "And because lawlessness is increased, most 
people's love will grow cold. 

 

B. News 

1. Terrorism is an international illustration 

 

2. Newtown is a tragic display of lawlessness and love 

grown cold. 

 

14. Primitive Warfare  
A. Scripture (Ezekiel 38:1-5) 

I have at times wondered if references to horses and other 

primitive weapons was an indication that end-time events 

might cause modern weapons to be unfeasible. 

 

B. News 

1. MPs warn over nuclear space bombs and solar 

flares 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-17117836 
 

2. 1 in 8 Chance of Catastrophic Solar Megastorm by 

2020 

 

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-17117836
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http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/massive-

solar-flare 

 

3. Panetta Warns of Cyber Pearl Harbor: ‘The 
Capability to Paralyze This Country is There Now’ 

 

http://cnsnews.com/news/article/panetta-warns-cyber-

pearl-harbor-capability-paralyze-country-there-now 

 

4. Boeing Now Has A Missile That Destroys Only 

Electronics And Leaves All Else Intact 

 

http://www.businessinsider.com/beoings-counter-

electronics-high-power-microwave-advanced-missile-
project-2012-10#ixzz2AWMqCVtJ 

 

4a. Video: Doomsday for Iran? US Tests EMP Bomb 

 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/16286

8#.UL9o5oawVvY 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded

&v=fhZLkmQ0jUE# 
 

5. Army Wants to Stop Bombs Using Halo-Style Electric 

Pulses 

 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/11/emp-

grenades/ 

 

7. Understand EMP threat? U.S. enemies do 

Anti-ballistic missile defense system ill-prepared for 

assault  
 

http://www.wnd.com/2012/12/understand-emp-threat-u-s-

enemies-do/#8qDAGAFcdcvxJ3j8.99 

 

http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/massive-solar-flare
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/02/massive-solar-flare
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/panetta-warns-cyber-pearl-harbor-capability-paralyze-country-there-now
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/panetta-warns-cyber-pearl-harbor-capability-paralyze-country-there-now
http://www.businessinsider.com/beoings-counter-electronics-high-power-microwave-advanced-missile-project-2012-10#ixzz2AWMqCVtJ
http://www.businessinsider.com/beoings-counter-electronics-high-power-microwave-advanced-missile-project-2012-10#ixzz2AWMqCVtJ
http://www.businessinsider.com/beoings-counter-electronics-high-power-microwave-advanced-missile-project-2012-10#ixzz2AWMqCVtJ
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/162868#.UL9o5oawVvY
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/162868#.UL9o5oawVvY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=fhZLkmQ0jUE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=fhZLkmQ0jUE
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/11/emp-grenades/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/11/emp-grenades/
http://www.wnd.com/2012/12/understand-emp-threat-u-s-enemies-do/#8qDAGAFcdcvxJ3j8.99
http://www.wnd.com/2012/12/understand-emp-threat-u-s-enemies-do/#8qDAGAFcdcvxJ3j8.99
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15. Earthquakes 

A. Scripture (Matthew 24:6-8) 

(Matthew 24:6-8)  "And you will be hearing of wars and 

rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those 

things must take place, but that is not yet the end. (7) "For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and 

earthquakes. (8) "But all these things are merely the 

beginning of birth pangs. 

 

B. News 

 

1. Quake Expert: Earth Cracking Up 

croatiantimes.com 

 
http://www.croatiantimes.com/news/Around_the_World/201

2-04-15/26423/Quake_Expert:_Earth_Cracking_Up 

 

16. Anti-Semitism 

A. Scripture (Rev. 12:12-13) 

Anti-semitism will be a tragic characteristic of the end-times. 

Satan is described as pouring out his hatred of Israel with a 

fury during the last half of “Jacob’s trouble.” 

"For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in 
them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has 

come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has 

only a short time." 13 And when the dragon saw that he was 

thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who 

gave birth to the male child. (Revelation 12:12-13) 

 

B. News 

1. Jews advised to keep faith symbols hidden 

 

http://cphpost.dk/news/national/jews-advised-keep-faith-
symbols-hidden 

 

2. The Full-Blown Return of Anti-Semitism in Europe 

 

http://www.croatiantimes.com/news/Around_the_World/2012-04-15/26423/Quake_Expert:_Earth_Cracking_Up
http://www.croatiantimes.com/news/Around_the_World/2012-04-15/26423/Quake_Expert:_Earth_Cracking_Up
http://cphpost.dk/news/national/jews-advised-keep-faith-symbols-hidden
http://cphpost.dk/news/national/jews-advised-keep-faith-symbols-hidden
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http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/2122/anti-semitism-in-

europe 

 

3. Anti-Semitism in Europe on the rise, ADL poll finds 

Overall level of anti-Semitism in France increases to 
24 percent of the population, up from to 20 percent in 

2009.  

 

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/anti-semitism-in-

europe-on-the-rise-adl-poll-finds-1.419801 

 

17. Asteroids. 

A. Scripture Revelation 8:10-11 

Revelation 8:10-11 NASB  (10)  The third angel sounded, 

and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it 
fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  

(11)  The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third 

of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from 

the waters, because they were made bitter. 

 

B. News 

1. 4,700 potentially dangerous asteroids lurk near 

Earth, NASA says 

 
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2012/05/17/4700-

potentially-dangerous-asteroids-lurk-near-earth-nasa-

says/?intcmp=features#ixzz1vMvGRtR2 

 

 

Application: 

 

All of this is not to set a date or say that these are the final 

fulfillments of prophecy.  They could be or may just show trends 

and tendencies.  We are told to be watchful.  Watch the news and 
note the seasons! 

 

At least three responses should be given to the study of biblical 

prophecy: 

http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/2122/anti-semitism-in-europe
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/2122/anti-semitism-in-europe
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/anti-semitism-in-europe-on-the-rise-adl-poll-finds-1.419801
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/anti-semitism-in-europe-on-the-rise-adl-poll-finds-1.419801
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2012/05/17/4700-potentially-dangerous-asteroids-lurk-near-earth-nasa-says/?intcmp=features#ixzz1vMvGRtR2
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2012/05/17/4700-potentially-dangerous-asteroids-lurk-near-earth-nasa-says/?intcmp=features#ixzz1vMvGRtR2
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2012/05/17/4700-potentially-dangerous-asteroids-lurk-near-earth-nasa-says/?intcmp=features#ixzz1vMvGRtR2
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1. Purification 

John tells us that he who has the hope of the rapture of the saints 

and the coming of Christ purifies himself (1 John 3:2-3).  We do 

that by trusting Christ for salvation (Titus 3:5) and then, 

repenting of sin, yielding ourselves to the service of Christ. 
 

2. Prayer 

Jesus taught us that we are to pray “Thy kingdom come.” (Mt. 

6:10). When Daniel saw the times in which he lived, he turned to 

his Bible and then responded to the prophetic teaching with 

prayer. (Dan. 9:1-3) 

 

3. Proclamation/Preaching 

Based on prophetic truths, we should encourage/comfort others 

(1 Th. 4:18; 5:11, 14; Heb. 3:13). We should also be faithful in 
persuading others of the gospel and their need to respond (2 Cor. 

5:10-11). 

 

This "news" is not to cause us to fear.  It reminds us that our 

hope and home are not in this world, but in heaven with Christ. 

 

Appendix: An overview of Biblical Prophecy 

 

Perhaps it would be helpful to review some of the important 
features of the prophetic calendar of the Bible.  The major parts 

of it are the following: 

 

(1)  First, the course of the present age will be characterized by the 

growth of the true church (cf. Matt. 16:13-20), the growth of 

professing Christendom (cf. 13:1-52), and the growth of 

apostasy within the latter. 

(2)  Second, the translation of the church, including the 

resurrection of the dead saints, the rapture of the living (cf. 1 

Thes. 4:13-18), and the judgment seat of Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 
5:10-11). 

(3)  Third, the seventieth week of Israel (cf. Dan. 9:24-27), during 

which a series of prophetic events occur, including the rise of 

world government and the beast, or the Antichrist, the making 
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of a covenant by the Antichrist with the Jews in the land 

concerning worship and other matters, and the breaking of the 

covenant by the beast in the middle of the week (Dan. 9:27). 

(4)  Fourth, the second advent of Christ (cf. Rev. 19:11-16), with 

the judgment of Israel (cf. Ezek. 20:24-38; Matt. 25:1-13) and 
the judgment of the Gentiles (cf. Matt. 25:31-46). 

(5)  Fifth, the messianic kingdom of Christ (cf. Rev. 20:4-6). 

(6)  Sixth, the great white throne judgment, where all past 

accounts of the lost are settled permanently (cf. Rev. 20:11-

15). 

(7)  Seventh, the creation of the new heavens and the new earth, 

or the eternal state (Rev. 21:1-8). 

 

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson, Believers Bible Bulletin, 

Series: “Matthew,” Lesson 79, page 2. (September 4, 1977) 


